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FIRE GUTTED the upper level of the Fred Hamlin home at
22627 Brookdale last Wednesday afterncon. It took 15 men
from the City’s Department of Public Safety an hour and 45

minutes to extinguish the flam:
ways injured during the fire ai

es. One man, Det. Sgt. William,
nd is still in the hospital. Two

others, Alan P. Watson and Robert Waldack, received minor

injuries. Estimated damaze to
and water was $20,000. Cause

the home from the fire, smoke
of the fire was not known.

Church Rezohing Stalled

While Owne

Alter wreatling verbally for
more than an hour Monday eve-
ning with what now seems like
an age-old problem—the change
of zoning to provide a parking
district for the First Methodist
Church—Acting Mayor Howard
Thayer adjourncd the public
hearing before City Council with
the hope—and hope only—that
the contesting factions could re-
turn in two weeks with a plan
which the Council could adopt.

While it Jasted the hearing
hat all the aspects of a melo-
dramatic comedy and at times
the confusion left even the
partisan  spectators  shrugging
their shoulders.

1t all began when Attorney

Tloward Bond, appearlng for
the Church folks, stated that
he had an agreement in which
the Unlversalist Church would
agree to dispose of the prop-
erly — provided the First

Methodist Church could get

the toning changed from R-1

Single Family status to R-1

P, which is the designation for

parking.

At this Attorney Glenn Coul-

ter, representing the People,
took exception to the remarks
“unless that instrument (the
agreement) la put on the table
and made public.”

This request was refused.

At thia point W. L. Nelson, of
the Planning Commission, arose
to be heard and he tied the en-
tire proceedings into a hard
knot.

“How can the Church ask for
rezoning when it doesn’t own
the property,” he Inquired, and
every one looked aghast.

Finally Attorney Coulter
took the floor agaln and
pleaded that he didn't want
to resort to a law sult, but
that he wished all sides could
grt together — attorneys,

tpokesmen, and he Planning

County Nixes
Traffic Light

In the immediate future there
will not be a traffle signal erect.
ed at the Intersectlon of 13 Mile
and Middlebelt Rds, in Farm-
Ington Townshlp,
action will be taken
next few weeks.

On April 22 the Roads and
Bridges committee of the Oak-
land County Road Commission

approved the following:

*No further action be taken
by thls Commlttee of the Oak-
fand County Road Commis.
slon lowards the Instatlation
of a traffic control signal at
the Intersection of Middlebelt
and 13 Mile Rds. at thls time
because the sald installation is
not Warranled. The Oakland
County Road Commlsslon will
take sdditional traffic caunts
at the Intersectlon daring
the next two months. If these
new counts exceed Nov., 1963
count and they are very close
to the Warrants Minlmum
Vehicular Volume, as s
suspected then a traffle con-
trol signal be erected on the
combined basls of traffle be.
ing very close to thls War.
rant, the accldent experience
which ls admittedly higher
than average, the lack of
really good sight distance In
one quadrant and the knowl-
edge that development is
occuring In that area which
will cause the trafflc and the

(Coztinued oz Page 3B)

but  some
within the

r Is Sought

1 Commlssion, within the next
two weeks and Iron out the
entlre matter.

“This scems like the best we
can do,* Acting Mayor Thayer
stated in a tone that was like
that of a man being relieved of
a heavy burden.

With that he closed the Pub-
lic Hearing to await the next
act in the drama scheduled in
two weeks.

City Wrestles
With Woes
|of Parking

‘What started as a serious dls-
cussion of the off-street parking
problem in F: was

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This week
The Observer begins a series
on the question of the incor-
poration of Farmington Town-
ship into a home rule city. Vot~
ers will go to the polls on June
to vote whether they wish
to incorporate into a home rule
eity and elect a nine man
charter commission to serve
should the overall vote in the
affirmative.)

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY
The question facing the vot-
ers of Farmington Township on
June 6 is probably the most im-
portant decision that the resl-
dents will be faced wth during
the foresceable future.

They will decide whether or
not they wish to incorporate in-
to a home rule city and, at the
same time, elect nine members
to a charter commission. Nat-
urally if the majority of the
voters say no to incorporation
then the charter commission
will never mect. However,
whether you vote yes or no on
the incorporation guesticn you
will be expected to cast your
votes for the nine Individuals

A Proponent
Speaks Up |

on the Issue

Farmington Township Trustee
: Thomas A. Dukas issued & state.
“ ment last week on the incor-

poration question facing the
Township because “recent stale-
ments, letters to the editor,
posters, bumper stickers, word
of mouth md. other discussion

turned into a riot of laughs at the
Councit mecting Monday night.
City Manager John Dinan sub-
mitted a plan, designed to help
the Farmington Cleaners and all
others along Grand River Ave.

The plan called for the re-
locating of the sidewalk, installa-
tion of a service drive and angu-
lar parking to a greater extent
than the merchant had knowa

previously.

There was only one thing
‘wrong.

Bill Gardner, of Farmington

Cleaners, was there.

He asked for permission to
explain his ideas of a solution
and, when granted, strode to the
blackboard and produced &
series of hleroglyphics that
seemed to puzzle everyome but

im.

before the horse," Acting Mayor

me this plan should have been
spproved by the Planning Com-
mission before it came here."

Gardner was not to be denied.
He came right back with:

“Why can't the Council adopt
it pending approval of the Plan-
ning Commission?” he asked.

“No,” Council sgreed, “we'll
send it to the Planning Commis-
slon and ask that action be taken
as soon as possible.”

Gardner, who claimed the off-
street parking had caused a drop
of more than $12,000 in his re-
ceipts for the first quarter of the
year compared to
mented, "And if you wait too
long, just send a wreath.”

War Waged

on Pollution

Farmiogton has declared war
on those industries that are foul-
ing the air and bringing about
a serious problem.

Possibly, it is because only
two firms showed Interest In the
cost of Improved incinerators,
but the City Council has ordered
the City Attorney and the City
Manager to draw up an ordi-
nance—as firm as possible—to
deal with the problem.

showed any interest.

pe.
But, lght a3 It Is, the pollu-

tion must stop.

“Seems llke we have the cart

Thayer commented. “Seems to

963, com-

All industrial concerns in the
Alta Berger Industrial Subdivl-
slon had been warned about out.
side burning, but only the two

It was explained that not too
much was belng asked and, even
now, the ordinance requested,
Is not to be as “tough™ as that
adopted in Livonia for the sim-
ple reason that the Industry in
Farmington Is not of the heavy

an such as
letters circulated with reference
to the Incorporation, prompt it.
*The Incorporation issue fs
portant one,” Duke says,
" he fact that there are
those feel it is a rlght
and proper move at this time,
as well as those who do mnot,
are all eatitled to their opinions
should all be heard and well in
advance of the elections.
“Speaking for myself, as an
individual, I would like to state
that:- [ like the Township form
of government. This was my
position when moving to Farm-
ington many years ago. This

was my position when running
for election to the Township
Trustee position, over five years
ago. This has been my feeling
continuously during my term as
a trustee and it was stated fecl-
ing at the first public meeting ;
of the study committee. i
“The vital advantages to in-|
carporation,” Duke pointed out,
are “'that the Farmington com-
munity, as we now know it,
may not be anoexed or broken
into other amall cities and muni.
cipalities. The facts are that
the Township bas lost in the
past, portions of its zrea by
annexation to the City of Farm-
ington. Elght years ago, pro-

have divided Farmlagton Town-
ship iInto -five separate com.
munities, each requiring its own
governing body and a great du-
plication of governmental serv-
Ice. So, basically, we have a
community which, it continued
as a Township, Is constantly
threatened with being annexed,
plece by plece and very possibly
divided in several areas. 1f this
Is what the citizens of Farm-
(Continued on Page 8B)

posals were on the ballot, which

you wish to serve on the chart-
er commission.

The electlon campalgn both
in favor of and agalnst the ln-
corporation proposal have
been picking up sieam over
the past couple of weeks.
Some residents of the Town.

ship are voclferous in favor
of the proposal, while others
are just as ontspoken In thelr
opposition. However, most of
the residents haven't made up
| their minds as yet.
\ In the weeks to come The
o

and cons as advocated by the
varlous groups. However, this
week we wish to point out a
few very pertinent facts.

| The Farmiogton school dis-
Virict will not be affected by the

bserver will outline the pros

“IF YOU THINK the litter pictured in your

THE FLOODING OF RADCLIFF RD.
Section 35 also prompted a call to The Ob-
server. Residents of the trailer park com-

photo editorial is bad™ said the women on the
phore “you should see the mess at 21113 Ran-

a

also in  plained about
contended that
to health,

i (Continued on Page 8-B)

the four feet of water and
it is unsafe and a detriment

Southern Township Areas

Have ‘Litter’ Problems

The lot at 2113 Rapdall in

Farmington Township Is dis-
graceful. On it stands a house
st least that’s what they call
it—which looks as though it will

collapse in the first good wind
storm. An old truck is parked.
on the front lawn.

At the other side of the bouse
stands a metal lawn chair rust-
ed by many rain storms, 2 pile
of concrete and a pile of bricks.

Most of the rest of the street

shows the care aod pride of the

residents.
This particular lot has been

a problem to the residents and
to the Township for many years.
The tax bill for the past
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year was mailed lo 2 Mrs.
Sadie Weber at 1053 Ferdin.
e -

That’s A Lelt-
Handed Apology

Howard Thayer, one of the
elder statesmen on the Farm-
ington City Council is a man
of strong coavictions. When he
says something he really means

it t
Sitting in as the president of
Council Monday evening in the
absence of Mayor Wilbur V.
Brotherton, he made one of the
most amazing apologles to the
representatives of the Jaycees
who had appeared in connection
with their boat project.
t "I want to apologize to you
fellows,” Councilman Thayer
13id in all solemnity, “Last week
I referred 10 your boat as junk

... and I still think it is junk.”

and In Detroit. In 1963 the
Townshlp's roning inspector,
Willlam Taylor, served notice
on the then owner of the lot,
Fred Weber to clean up the

mess within 14 days or to be
taken to court.

Weber faced 2 fine of up to
$100 for failure to comply with
the notice to clean up his prop-
erty. A warrao! was sworn out
for him to appear in court.

The only problem was that
he couldn’t be found. Town-

ship police investigated and

reported back that his last
known address was 1492 18th
St. in Detroit.

This year, however, the tax
bill was sent to Sadie Weber at
the Ferdinand address.

Taylor told The Observer
that he would re-open the case
and try to force Sadie Weber to
comply with the zoning regula-
tions. However, be added that if
any of the neighbors see owners
on the property to contact the
Township police so that proper
action can be taken.

The water on Radcliff Rd.
Is the problem of some other

residents in the area. They

say that they bave contact.
ed Oakland County Road

Commission and all that Is
done is te erect barricades

which are usually

over by cars tarning around.

They say that there is often
about four feet of water in the
ares after a raid and it over-
flows into the yards, dliches
and completely covers the

road.
Residents xdd that be-canse

—

of this thelr children cannot
pse the road to reach the
point where they are pitked
up by the school busses and
pre-school children cannot
play outside for fear of
drowning.

In addition they say that be.
cause the waler is stagnant
it often becomes contaminated.

Three residents of the trafler
park—Raymond Board, William
Smith and Lloyd Evans are in
danger of losing part of their
property due to washouts.

They told The Observer that
they were appealing 1o it as a
last resort because maybe we
“could get something done.”

* k%

Committee

With Four Weeks Left To Go
Campaign Picks Up Livelier Pace

* % %*

Outlines

Incorporation Issues

The Committee for the Pre-
servation of Farmington Town-
ship held its first public ses-
sion last Monday night.

Members of the audience

which numbered about 50
beard a discussion of the Is-
suc and reasons agalnst Incor-
poration into a home rule city

from Phillip D. Daniels of

32815 Aldwick.

Daniels recounted that the
threat of annexation was the
prime reason behind the move
toward incorporation according
to the proponents.

Annexation, he asserted, is no
threat because everybody in
the Township would have an op-

portul 1o vote on the ques-
tion. “With one exception,” he
noted, “because the City of

Farmington has less than 15,000
population only the people in
the area affected would be ask-

cd to vote on the propossl, but
if Livonia or Southfield tried to

annex any portion of the Town-
ship the entire population of the
Township would have to agree
to such a move.

“Imagine a homeowner vot.
ing to increase his taxes $400
1o $500 per year and then you
have a (hreat on anmexation
in this case,” be said. Refer-
ring to , Daniels pointed
out that the Village of Novl.
was moving to incorporate
a fourth class clty and as
such must publish potice of
intent to annex an area one

LWV Sponsors
Incorporation
Forum May 17

“Incorporation—pra and con,”
is the theme of the May 17 pub-
lic meeting sponsored by the

League of Women Voters of

Farmington City and Township.
The session will begin at 8 p.m,
at East Junlor High School lo-
cated on Middlebelt Rd. be-
tween 10 and 11 Mile Rds.
Joseph T. Brenan and
Charles W. Stevenson will
speak In favor of Incorpora-
tion, while Robert Gardon
and David Mills will discuss
the case against the move.
Both Brenan and Stevenson
are members of the committee

set up in the Township to study’

the issue. Brenan is Township
Attorney and Slevenson Is
president of the

local Republican organization.

Both have filed for the nine
mj

charter commission. Mills,
vho resides In Quakertown, and
Gardon, a resident of the Vil-

lage of Wood Creck Farms,

have been outspoken in thelr
opposition ta the move. Nelther

is formally associated with the

Commlttee for the Preservation
of Farmington Township, loc.,
which Is also battling the in.
corporation move, Nor have
they filed for election to the
charter commission.

Candldates for the charter
commission will also be pre-
sent at the meeting, There
will be a question perfod fol-
lowing the speakers,

The League of Women Voters
is sponsoring the meeling a3 a
service to the voters so that
they may have the opportunity
to hear both sides of the ques-

tion prior to the June 6 elce-
tion, .

‘The request to rezone addi-
tional land for industrial uses
in Section 30 was denled by the
Farmington Township Planning
Commission et s regular
monthly meeting last week.

Not only that, it was denled
without any commests from the
proponents of the idea. In fact,
they weren't even present when
the Item was considered.

The Commimslon originally
voted to drop the item from
fts agenda when developers
of the §dea, the Thompson
Brown Company and Smokler

Co., did not appear, The jtem.
kad been carried over from

Industrial Rezoning
Denied by Twp. Planners

last month’s meeting to allow
for the for com-

Village of
Quakertown and head of the

month prior fo filing peti-

tions, This would glve ample

time to take action, he ob-

served,

“The proponents' have talked
about the loss of our “industrial
zone,” he added. “However, no
factories have been built and
the voters have not galned any-
thing in the form of tax relicl.
In fact we have voted one mill
for a sewer arm to serve this
arca.

“A few woeks ago the Town.
ship Board took action to pave
Drake Rd. from 10 to 11 Mile
and assessed Star Cufter and
Thompson Brown, the two prop-
erty owners, at $22,000, put up
$25,000 out of the general fund

Second” Mecting Set

The Committee for the
Preservatlon of Farmington
Towmship, Inc, will hold a
sccond meeting fo discuss
the Incorporation Issue at 8
pm., Tuesday, May 10 at
East Junlor High School,
25000 Middlebelt Road.

and the County matched this
with $50,000. Such roads are
available n any scction of the
Townshlp under matching
funds,” he said.

“The roads in the nrea are
not adequate for indust;
fcls pointed out and added that
“as so0n as we volc in a clty
it will be called upon to vole
general obligation bonds for
Class A roads in the arca. This
is the way cost runs away in a
clty,"” he said.

“I believe that industry and
business should pay its own
{Continued on Page 8B)

C. Bicking
Dies, Long
Time Leader

Clarence Bicking, 79, 23610
Powers Rd. in the City died
suddenly at his home May 1.
He was a member of the
Village Council in the 1820's
and helped to wrile the Charter
in 1926, During his tenure on
the Council he helped to buy
the first fire englne, oversco
the purchase of the City's first
water storage tank and locale
the city's first decp wells and
installed the water system.
Mr. Bicking and his wife,
Imogene, built and operated
the Springbrook Gardens
Florist for pearly 3¢ years
prior to thelr retirement in
1929,
He was a life member and
past master of the Farmington
Lodge No. 151 of the F&AM.
In addition he was a life mem-
ber of the Norihville Chapter
of Masons and the Knights
Templar of Northville, He was
a member of the Walled Lake
Baptist Church for more than
50 years.
At the time of his death, Mr.
Bicking was the oldest llving
Past Master of the Farmington
Masons.
He {s survived by bis wife,
and two daughter: Alma Mae
Turner and Christine Brown.
Also surviving are six grand.
children and wo great grand-
children. - .
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ments to be heard,

Planning Commission mem-
ber Grace Richardson objected
to the dropping of the item,
however, and stated that she
thought 1t should be denied.

“There was an informal meet-
Ing at the Gill School last night
between the Thompson Brown
people and representatives of
Smokler and residents of the
area,” she said.

“There was strong opposi-
tion to the proposal (out of 120
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