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Our Good

How many public officials would be o

generous as to donate $2,000 out of their own
pockets to construct a dog pound for all the
wayward puppies in the community. Not many,
it any.
Garden City has opened up a new dog pound
which was sorely needed. The grand opening
was greeted with an official press release from
City Hall which stated in glorious fashion,
“After these many years of criticism, our good
City Fathers have provided us with the neces-
sary finances to permit the construction of this
new and modern dog pound, which s second
to none.”

Actually, the good Clty Fathers didn't
kick In a cent to build the dog pound. It was
financed by transferring $2,000 from the
City’s water depreclation account to the pollce
budget with an installment repaymest plan
devised. Trace It back further and yoo'll find
It was the good old taxpayers who provided
the necessary finances for the pound.

City Fathers

Give our good City Fathers all the credit
we can for maneveuring the transfer of funds,
recognizing the need, making studies, designing
the building, and providing the necessary ad-
ministration to construct a new pound.

But our good City Fathers did not provids
us with the necessary finances to construct this
modern dog pound. Give us taxpayers credit
for this!

The efforts of Garden City policemen who
worked on the dog pound in thelr oft-duty
hours for nominal pay Is certainly commend-
able and the clty administration is deserving
of pralse for seeing the long-necded facllity
. was built.

And although we give credit to our good
City Fathers for all they did, we also pralse
our good taxpayers for providing the necessary
finances to permit the construction of this new
and modern, and second to none, dog pound.

EMORY DANIELS

Governor Romney Reports

ichigan could be plunged into 2 major
financial crisis 1f the legislature persists inits
current reckless spending course.

Midway through the 1968 Legislative
sesslon, preliminary actions In both houses
of the legisiature would increase my budget
recommendations for nest year by approx-
mately $75 million and would give Michigan
Its flest billion dollar budget — at least
$1,020,000,000. This proposed Increase is in
addition to my recommended increase of
$126.86 million and would result In a total
increase of over 200 milllon in a single year.

1t such a budget were ever adopted, our

entire surplus would be wiped out. Michigan
wouldd be millions in the red (which is uncoo-
stitutlonal), and we would be put In a position
of deficit spending by as much as $142 milllon
for the 1066-67 budget year. This would fusther
set the stage for deficit of close to a quarter
of a billion dollars for 1967-68.

capacity to spend a lot of money, particularly
the public’s, The real test of capacity is to spend
wisely — to spend within the limits of sound
financial policy, and to make the most of what
is spent. These are qualities that count both
inside and outside the public arena.

*1 am hopeful that, like last year, more
common sense will prevail by the time the
budget bills are finatied and sent to my
desk. I am pot wedded to every proposal just
as it stands in my budget. I realize that there
is a certaln amount of give and take in the
months of work that result In & state budget
for an entire year.

But 1 have no intention of seeing our more
than three years of hard work to return fisca

sanity to siate government tossed into the ash-
can, 1 certainly am not prepared to see our
surplus wasted away In one year while the
future s left unprotected and unprovided for.

The budget 1 presented reflects both fﬁud

2 which has re-
fused to face squarely the issue of state revenue
(nequities and future needs even to consider
spending actions now which would lead to
deficit and crisis is the height of irresponsibilty.

Nor should the future financial needs of
the people of Michigan be met by more “patch-
work taxation.” The state’s entire tax struc-
ture needs reform. To date there has been no
indleation that the Democratic leaders of this
legislature are any more ready to undertake
lax reforms now than they were last fall, when
they refused even to consider a bipartisan pro-
gram developed by representatives of
political parties.

It doesa't take sbility or test anyone's

“are legislatures from

bility and program
in the tradition of past budgets of this admini-
stration; it is both prudent and progressive. It
would substantially improve the level of serv-
ices in all important areas and would reason-
ably meet state needs.

TFortunately, budget totals in the house of
origin can seldom be considered final action;
generally they are reduced. Fortunately, thers
both sides of the aisle
who are concerned about the reckless size of
these tentative budget totals. But to avoid
financial difficulty, they will need strong pub-
lic support in bringing the final budget back
to a sound basls.

GOVERNOR GEORGE ROMNEY

It Could Happen to Plymouth

For years it was a most prosperous down-
town. It still 1s today. Some local businessmen
have made costly improvements to keep the
customer downtown, Others have not. They
prefer to let the guy next door make the im-
provements, and reap the walk-in business.
Others sit back hoping the Federal Government
and local officials can solve their problema.

Times are good. This Is the time to begin
to think and develop plans that are workable.
The businessmen must act together and must
work with the local officials. But this takes time
and effort not loose talk and passing the buck.

‘With shopping centers springing up, PLYM-
OUTH MUST MOVE FORWARD. If we don't
move today, we will sink tomorrow. Take a look
at some of the downtown communities. Wyan-
dotte lost its Scars and Federals.

Since the arrival of our mew City Manager,

Must Be A

Our boys in Viet Nam deserve only the

est.

Those of us back home facing a pew tax
drain on May 1 will wonder about the Jatest
Federal expenditure for our fighting lads: their
favorite TV programs.

TV Guide discribes in glowing terms the
installation of some 2,300 sets at military loca-
tions and In Saigon. Saigon has only 110 sets
in public places for the one hour that programs
of Informational mature are telecast to the
citizens.

No doubt, thelr most popular program is
nWhat's My Government?” or would you be-
lieve “Saigon Place” the saga of frustrated
Buddhist in love with 1 seductive Army Nurse
who Is smuggling tainted rice to the Viet Cong.

Regardless of favorite programs the TV
Guide left out ONE important item: who foots
the bill for the four hours of video entertain-
ment and sparse items of information? Old
money bags — Uncle Sam, of course! The New
York Times informed its more observing
readers that the Congress has sppropriated
over six million dollars for remodeling a battle-
ship into an off-shore transmitting TV station.

Granted that a little TV might go a long

Dick Blodgett, we the Chamber, have begun
work together along with the City Plaoning
Consultants on a new workable CBD Plan. It
is in its initial stages. We hope that when it is
ready for presentation that you, the business-
man, will be williog to sit down and review,
recommend, and critique it. Over 100 question-
naires filled out by downtown businessmen have
been used fo start the Plan. It includes off-
street parkiog too.
It must be a jolot effort. Businessmen, City
Officials, Planning Consultants, and the public
must work on a coordinated basis. A good plan
must be supported by all parties to be effective.
1t must be a free and open program. Every-
one should have the opportunity to discuss,
evaluate and finally support the final Plan.
CARL D. PURSELL, President
Chamber of Plymooth

Better Way

ways to boost sagging morale in Viet Nam and
that the Vietnamese might need some addi-
tional informational channels.

Do we need to go to such extremes? A few
million comic books could do the same Job.
Reruns of “I Love Lucy,” “Combat”
«“Bonanza™ may be morale boosters, but a quick
termination of our active participation might
be more beneficial for the physical and emo-
tional well-being of our youth in Viet Nam.

Let's remave those 1,200 sets and pat the
slx million dollars to work finding some
practical way to sit down and negotiate.

Tbe Horror of War In any form Is bad
enough, but to sit through some of those
senseless antlcs of Lacy, the Idiotic bumbllng
of Hoss, and the sly sinful ways of Peyton
Place Is likely to ereate more harm and we
could end up with a natien of
Vietnamese.

HEY? THE GUY WITH THE MONEY 1S LEAVING!

FRANKE M*GVIRE

Our Readers Speak Up:

Residents Fed Up By Patter Drain

Edltor:

Subject—THistory of Paiter
Drain; From the Year 1960-
1966. 1t Is now called Livonia
Drain 1L

For six years now the City of
Livonia Officials and the
County Officials have been
giving us excuses and blaming
each other for their failure to
enclose this dirty, dangerous
diteh.

The Mayor has given his
share of fiction stories to the
paper also. (The Observer) “All
systems go on Drain, Project in
the planning stages for two
years.” And as of May 1966
still the drain is not enclosed.

Let it be kmown residents
complained to City Officials on
June 14, 1960, about the con-
dition of this drain.

(The Observer) Nov. 3, 1965
—Mayor plans to lift Drain
Bond unless Contractor gets to
work. Did the City-have a valid
contract at this time?

The elapsed time with no
tmprovement in the condition
of the Patter Draln, only
proves to ns that the above
statements In the paper by
the City Officlals, 1s just an-
other run around, As of May
1966, this dangerous ditch is
still open. And the people re-
sponsible are still giving out
basieally the same old stories
we have heard since 1962.
The conditions of this draln
has not improved with age, it
has only gotten worse. It has
eroded more of the land away
taking up 70 feet or more of
the back yards of 80 people who
have children. 1t is a breeding
ground for rats. We have blow-
ing sand from sand piles
scraped from the property
where the sewet is supposed to
go some day, if the Engineering
Dept. doesn't change the plans
again. There are more trenches
and mud for the children to get
trapped in. Headers are pushed
off ends of Storm Sewers and
small children like to craw!
through these when they are
dry.

We also have a storage yard
at the corner of Five Mile and
Gary for construction equip-
ment that hasn't been used for
about six months, It isn't fenced
in or guarded In any way to
protect the children. It is a

ernor of this state, about the
long unnecessary delay in get-
ting this drain enclosed will
cause the Officials and Depart-
ments responsible to QUIT
DRAGGING THEIR FEET.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H.
Bailey, Mr. and Mrs. John L.
Lenhardt, Mr. and Mrs. Don Mc-
Coy, Mr. and Mrs, George Cam-
llin, Mr. and Mrs. J. S.
ebster, Mr. and Mms. A.
Rautenberg, Mr. and Mrs. J.
Sigenor, Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Moser, M. A. Pulick, Mr. and
Mrs. E. W. Kuck,

Mrs, R. O. Burchill, D, F.
Kilne, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
R. Houghton, Mr. and Mrs.
James W. Baggatt, Mr. and
Mrs. Colonel Wayne Myers,
Mr. and Mrs.Don Slater, Mr.
and Mrs. G. Koski, Robert B.
Ruffoer, Ann Ruffner,

Mr. and Mrs, Marvin Me-
Dowell, Mr. and Mrs. F. Me-
Corkey, Mr. and Mrs. George
Potter, Mr. and Mrs. John
Hamilton.

mi;
w

LRI

EDx NOTE: Proceedings
have been starled for oon-
demnation for right of way of
this property. It will be taken
care of befors the summer is
over,

More on Pension Fund
Editor:

Two years after I last\pan for
Mayor (in 1964), and ‘n re-
sponse to a letter in your
“Reader Speaks” column,
signed by “W. D. — Livonia
resident” (who is unknown to
me), your paper again, under
“Ed. Note,” comments on the
pension fund investment which
took place in early 1962, You
state that the “fund was
illegal,” but you carefully omit
telling your readers all the
facts fully known to Mr. and
Mrs. Cbandler at the time.

The City Attorney, in an
opinion dated April 19, 1856,
said that pension funds could
be invested in the same secur-
ities as may be purchased by
life insurance companies and
which, according to Michigan
statutes, may be either FHA.
or conventional mortgages. A
contrary view was later ex-
pressed by an Assistant City
Attorney. On November 14,
1961, I asked for an opinion
from the Chief of the Civil Divi-

dangerous condition as well a3 gion of the Wayne County Pros-

an eyesore.

ecutor's Office, and on Decem-

Now to top it all off the City ber 20, 1861, I received an
Officials say that the person opinion, No. 1608, stating that
who owns the land that the pension funds could be vested
Drain 211 is to be constructed in F.H.A. mortgages. I sent this
on is holding up the construc- opinion to the Pension Board

tion, which may or may not be on

true. BUT
The Mayor

Mayor's Corner of the Observer,

December 27, 1961.
Pension funds had been in-

stated in the vested by the State of Michigan

and the County of Wayne in

O Mightly L.BJ. twist the dial, dim that last year, “I personally handled mortgages for & number of

TV tube, give that battleship back
dismantle that six million dollar floating TV
installation. Take pity on our boys and those
defenseless Vietnamese.

— WALLY ROBERTS

@illside
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Gourmet Nite

its guns snd the negotiations with the prop- years and there was never any
erty owners and the Wayne contention that these

funds had

County Drain Commissioner's to be invested only in govern-
Office so that Livonia Drain ment securities.

#11 could be started at once.

Just what do we have to do
1o get rellef from this condi.
tion?

Maybe » Petition to the Gov-

On April 1, 1964, the Wayne
County Prosecuetor ruled:
*That 0o 0oe person, includ-
ing former Mayor W. Bra-
shear, attempted to suggest

Every Wednesday

® Complete Smorgasbord

@ 38 Ft. long Table

@ Prime Rib One of 60 Hems
©® Complete Dinner $3.95

® Children 612 Haolf Price
@ Serving from 5:00-9:30

DONALD

COLUMBIAfGAS SYSTEM
or

Current !ncome and Future appreciation
! Information on request
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Investment Securities
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Membars Detrolt Stock Exchenge
Philedelphie—Boltimors Stock Exchange

Resldent Partner
! MAYFLOWER HOTEL
l Phone Gi 3-1890—1f Ne Anrwer Phome GL 3.1977

BURLESON

or influence the vote of any
other member, or directly or
indirectly bring pressure to
influence the vote of any
other member in connection
with' the i of funds

| Obacrwing

By MYRA CHANDLER

1t is mighty important for elected officials to have
courage of their convictions; principles and stand pat on
them; remain adamant in the face of pressure.

HOWEVER, there are times when compromise is

the keynote and prudent thing to do.

This time has come in the stalemate of 1-96 going

through Livonia. The conflict is between
Mayor,

Livonia's

Council and Schooleraft Coliege Board. The

death-grip to the end they are involved in must end.

The officials of the State Highway Department
have lssued an ultimatum — either settle the matter or
they will leave the portion of the expressway hetween
Five and Seven Mile Roads sit and have the expressway
end at Five and resume between Seven and Haggerty

Road if the deadlock continues.

For those that came in late . .. The Mayor of Livonia

and the City Council have issued 2

expressway follow Haggerty Road and cut off a

resolution that the

sizeable

portion of the front side of Schoolcraft College campus.
The Schoolcraft College Board is just as insistent
that the route follow an easterly pattern which it says
the State Highway Department set up as the original plan.
The Highway Department points out that the east-
erly route, which it apparently does recommend will

cost $6.5 million as compared with a cost
along Haggerty Road.

Mayor Harvey Moelke sa
the Coliege at an early date
expressway going around the easterly boun

's he told the Trustees of
e would not approve the

ary of the

college because it would cut off a portion of the city,

making servicing
of its best park sites;

difficult; would cut the city from one
and would retard development or

eliminate what the city has on their Master Plan as one

of their best residential sections.

“There has never been ani' change in my thoughts,”
o

says the Mayor. “I told the Coll
they were planning
never agree to

the d

through the Northwestern
Mortgage Company other than
normal debate and exchange
of ideas commonly engaged in
in the transaction of the
Board's business.”

Brashear, as the then Mayor,
nor Jack Salvadore, the Coun-
cilman member of the Board
of Trustees, used the pres-

the other voting trustees,
Jackman or Baumgartner, to
vote or even favorably con-

ment funds through the tion of buildings and seiting up the campus, they
Highway Department in Lansing and

Northwestern Mortgage Com-
pany.”

of Livonia by a highway."

ge Board way back when
their campus that the City would
have some of its residents isolated from

But there’s a bit of a rub to his thinking — the
College Board doesn't have a writien communication

feel they are being “sold down the river.”

from Moelke in regard to his feelings and the Trustees

“We had some of the building under consiruction
“That nelther Willam W. before we were told of Mayor Moelke’s objections,” says
Chairman Harold Fischer, head of the College Board
and a Plymouth resident. “We would never have planned

a campus along Haggerty Road with the thought

that

within five years a {reeway would be placed there and
tige of his office to influenca glice off 3 good portion of the land and also make the

front of the campus the back.”

5 The College Trustees point out that as long as five
sider the investment of retire- years ago when they were making plans for the construc.

checked ‘with the
were informed it would be better to build

first

as close to

On August %, 1964, Wayne Haggerty Road as possible — the highway would go

County Circuit Judge Rashid
entered an Order i

around the east side of the college property.

me
as defendant in the Civil suit
involving the pension funds.
Judge Rashid made the follow-
ing statement on the record:
“But, I do say to Mr. Cband-
ler on this record, ‘He made
statements of fact which were
not accurate.’ . . . and I would
suggest to him that In keep-

responsibility, as most of us
50 well know, he should exert
some effort in ascertaining
actual facts and be a little
more meticulous about the
choice of wol and lan-
guage.”

Now that you have resur-
rected something that happened
two years ago, 1 wonder i you
will have the courage to print
this letter likewise under your
“Reader Speaks” column.

WILLIAM W. BRASHEAR

Livonia

« 0.

ED, NOTE: Maybe i Mr. B
{s willing now o tell ALL the
facts he will reveal to ws
breathless readers who the
mystery man, the “Mr, X»
'was that put ap the $200,000
Iz Judge Rashid’s Court that
bailed out the Pension Fund
after Mr. Chandler of The
Observer made all the fuss
about it being Dlegally in-
vested, (which the Judge at
the time allowed as though
1t really was)

Crazy Driver
Editor: .

With the advent of Spring,
Yale (between Five Mile road
and Schooleraft) has once agaln
become the local dragstrip for
the speed-crary teen-agers in
the area. I implore the Livonia
Police Department to do some.
thing about this situation before
someone is killed.

And if the parents of the
teen-age boy who drives a tan
Dodge Dart, one desler plate
394 D 268 is reading this, I im-
plore them to take this car
sway from him and get him to
a psychiatrist before he kills
someons and himself too.

WORRIED

Livonis

.
Makes Pledge

Editor:

1 wish to thank the Observer
and its editors for the endorse-
ment given me by your paper in
the recent city election. This
endorsement was a major fac-
tor in my successful campaign
for city councilman. I shall try
to live up to this vote of confi-
dence shown in me by your en-
dorsement, by doing to the best
of my ability to serve the peo-
ple of our new City of West-
Tand, and to make this new city
a place to live in and to look
to with pride.

VIRGIL R. GAGNON

the Trustees do not have a written

1
confirmation of that advice elther. All verbal, The
Mayor to the College to the Highway Department

officials, Now the;
On the uster{

are all pointing a finger.
y route is a Livonia subdivision and

ark area; on the Haggerty route is the College Adminis-
-ation Building, 160 feel from the pmioscd highway

and 1 slice out of.student and faculty par]

ing lots.

e But the City Council and the College Board can
':Sdi“'_“h “;0 great American  halt the project Indefinitely — each has the right to
adition of good mewspaper  veto which it doesn't consider suitable for its plans.
The College also feels that the Livonia Council and
Mayor are using the freeway route to force the High\\':i{,

Department to
Road. In their
this to be true:
upon
sal

outh |

Livonia.”

make some improvements on Plymout!

recent resolution the wording indicates
“Further, such approval is contingent
the State Highway Department supplying neces-
funds for the widening and improvement of Plym-
Road in a manner satisfactory to the City of

The College could care less about that.
Citizens are invited to express their views. The

college isn’t owned b
Livonia isn’t owned

the trustees and the City of *
y the Mayor and Council and

the expressway isn’t owned by the State Highway
Commissfon. You pay the bill. What do you think?

Haggerty Road along the College; Easterly

route cut-

ting off part of Livonia; or the expressway passing the
36 square miles, 195,000 people that make up Livonia.
Send your opinion in_care of “Reader Speaks,” The

Observer, 33050 Five Mile Road, Livonia.

e
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