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City Budget Of $800,000 OK'd By Council

The Farmington City Budget

been levied in the City for

of $800,683.63 was approved by| the past six years.

the City Council at a special

meeling  last week
the annual public hearing.

At the lime of approving

The budget, which includes

following | pay raises for city employees

range from 10 percent for pat-
rolmen.to three and a half per-

jeent in certaln other classifi-

about $10 a month In fnsur-
ance costs will de paid from
City funds. At the present
fime the City does not par-
Ueipate In Blue Cross cover-
are for jts 47 employees.

Broken down into general

the budget as presented by cations thus brinzing the Clty |categories the budget provides
City Manager John Dinan |intn a more competitive satary
the Councll set the tax rate Scale with other communities.

for the fiseal year beginning |
July 1 at $11.50 per thousand |
of assessed valuation. This is |
. the city. Under 1he program

the same tax levy as has

Included in the fringe ben-
efits s Blue Cross coverage
for city employecs paid for by

“for the following:

! .In the general fund $63.240
ifor general government; $42.-
435 for stalf agency costs; $182.-
722 goes ta the Department of
| public Safety: $160.240 for pub-

THE VILLAGE OF QUAKERTOWN partici-
pated in Mayor's Exchange Day Monday as part
of the observance of Michigan Week. While
Quakertown President Chuck Stevenson travel-
Ird to the Village of Goodrich Just southeast of
Sennet West came (o
Quakertown to observe the Rovernment.

Flint, Mr. and  Mes

A S CHANGE DAY was a two-day al-
fair for the City of Farmington. On Monday,
Mayor and Mrs, Wilbur V. Brotherton and Di
rector of Public Safety and Mrs. Robert Dead-
man travelled to Jogesville. Tuesday morning
a group of Jonesville governmental leaders ar-
tived in Farmington to spend the day. Greeting
them at the City Hall was City Manager John

Teft, are, Frank

Masonic Lodge.
very interested
From

Dinan. From I
row, Mrs.
dent of Jonesv
1la Fiehiz,

Van Zandt,
Dinan,

Lockhart, a Councilman of the

Villaze, Bill Bowman of Thompson Brown, Mrs.
Lockhart, Bob Orians, a Councilman, Mrs, West
and Mr. West, just after the group toured the

The Goodrich President was
in Farminglon's Lodge as he

is a Past Master of the .\hsuns m his area.

eft, the froup included, front

Martha Fast, Graydon Fast,

ille; Mrs. Frances Wel

Councilman Arthur Fiebig; back
row. Dorothy Van Z:
Councilman  Clifton Wells,

Zandt, Councilman George

and

Council Approves Rezoning
For Church Parking Lot

The Farmington City Council
approved the rezoning of three
Ints on Warner St. to allow for
the expansion of parking facili-
ties at the First Methodist
Churth Monday night.

At the next regular session
“of the Councll the (ormal
amendment to the zoning map
will be Introduced, but to all
intents and purposes the
church has the assurance that
after acquiring the property
in question from the Unitarian

Church it can be used for

parkling.

Council action came follow-
ing a slatement by the Rev.
Richard Markham, pastor of the
First Methodist Church, out-
lining the reasons behind the
desire of the church to purchase
the property.

These reasons are:

Cavanaugh Appointed
James W. Cavanaugh of 33840
Glenview Drive has been ap-
pointed to the City of Farming-
ton's Planning Commission to
il the unexpired term of Rich
ard Duncan who has resizned.
The term ends June 18, 1968.

® The Church wants a park-
ing lot over which it can exer-
clse a measure of control;

® Parking on Warner on
S:ln@y mornings {s “abomin-
able”

in the words of Rev,

}Markbam and the additional
ispace would alleviate this prob-
jlem; and

® The safety hazard created
by church goers who must cross
Grand River after parking in the
parking facilities of the Down-

" JUNIOR and SENIOR
«  High School Students

R

FREE

“JOB HUNTING"
Want-Ads |

o Todavs . want
A Bection for Decai

town F: Center.
“These were and are the
Tundamental reasons for our
desire (o acquire lhe prop-
erly,” Rev. Markham sald,
“and the church has never
Intended to use the land for
anything but charch parking.”
In other action the Council:

Park and sell ice cream at the
night softball games on the
grounds that this constituted a
safety hazard in the area.
Granted permission to the
Farmington Elks to use the
Downtowr. Farmington Center
Parking lot for their annual Ox
‘Roast July 21 through July 30
in conjunction with the Farm-
ington Founders’ Festival.
Approved the purchase of
three police cars and a standard

lic works; $500 for public
health and welfare: $15300 to
the District Library; and $88,
920 for miscellaneous expenses.
Thus the general fund totals
$563.357.

The $237,326.73 allocated
to the water and sewer fund
s broken down Into: opers-
tlon and malnienance, $148-
000; Improvement, $5,000;
General obligation bonds re-
tired, $61,000; and the depart-
ment’s operating balance on

! June 30, $23326.73.

| An additional Magic Square
proposed for the 10 Mile School
site came in for some question-
ing at the public hearing.

| Frea M.
Birchwood questioned the

this facility than City residents. | that more than 50 pereent of the ! space and playground equips

Dinan said thal plans were
origlnally made to Install
Mulc Squares at all the ele-

tary schools located In

site was the last one, having

$4,000 expenditure inasmuch l!v the Jowest prlority.

the school site is located so'
close to the boundary line be-:
tween the City and the Town. !

W. A, Nelson of 23708 Warn-
er painted out that this $4,000
expenditure was all that is allo-

ship. Seibert said that he'cated in the budget for capital |

thought Township residents,

+would realize more benefit from . opment and questioned the fact:and thus provide

outlay for recreational devel-

(existing recreational facillties | ‘ ment.
rare located north of Grand! Other proposals provided for
| River. {in the general fund are:

| Dinan told the audlence that

!arate recreational use from the
|City Park and Mayor Witbur V. |
Brotherton cxplained that plans
had been made to improve the
City Park with the removal of
!the well cquipment bullding
additional

\ Broadening and  expanding

Seibert of 21626 m cxu and that the 10 Mile !the Magic' Squares had a scp- |the Fall and Winter Recreation

‘Pro;zram and

Beautification of the com-
‘munll\ with a $2,000 allocation
for additional landscaping at the
{ Municipal Building and $5.000
Ifor_improvements to the Pub.
lic Works and Water & Sewer
Yard.

Democrats Oppose Incorporation
Challenge GOP to Take a Stand

The F;

ic Club

Club has taken a position
against the proposed incorpora-
tion of Farmington Township
into a city at this time, This
action was expected and Farm-
ington Township Supervisor
Curt Hall, a Republican, termed
the action “political expedi-
ency” when contacted by The
Observer.

According to Aldo Vagnozzl,
chairman of the local Demo-
crats, the club took the position
on the issue after a lengthy
study of the advantages and dis-
advantages which would resuit
from incorporation.

Major reasons for Democrat-

* *x %

Will Incorpofation
Affect Your Taxes?

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the
third in a series on the question
facing  voters of Farmington
Township June 6 on whether
or not that area should incor-
porate into a home rule city. I
addition-to voting on this issue
the residents of the Township
will elect a nine member char-
ter commission tn serve should
the move be approved by a maj-
ority of the voters,

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY

Taxes are the biggest ques-
tion facing the residents of the

One Man’s
Impressions

of City Rule

(EMTOR'S NOTE: With the
clection on the question of the
incorporation of Farmington
Township scheduled for June §
The Observer asked veteran
newspaperman W. W. Edgar,
who was a member of the Li-
vonia charter commission and
the first City Council, to record
his impressions of the campaign
in Livonia and what happened.
We publish it with the thought
that the voters will find one
man's expericnces  interesting
and informative.)

By W. W. EDGAR

car from Dameron Motor Sales
at a total cost of $5,564.30.

For some xlrzngc reason any
-time 2 move is started to in-
'corporate a Iownslup into a
“home rule” city you'll hear

(Continued on Page 22.B)

tion are as (nllovu

The move is premature in
view of the f{act that Farming-
ton Township is less than one-
third built up. The proposed
city would have to assume cost-
ly services to sparsely settled
and uninhabited areas.

The Township is presently in
an unfavorable tax position.
Residents have had substantlal
tax increases in recent years
and face a further boost-in as-
sessments from the present
22 percent of value to 50 per-
cent as required In the revised
State Constitution.

“This is the wrong time to
*x k %

'y

Township. Will incorporation
raise them?

Those pushing for incorpora-
tion say no—thal taxes are de-
termined by the level of service
and not by the form of govern-
ment. The Committee for the
Preservation of Farminglon
‘Township say that taxes will in-
crease under a home rule char-
ter.

‘Who is right? Actually both
statements have valldily.

Taxes are determined hy the
Jevel of services required by the
residents and not automatically
by the form of government.

It is also true that under a
city charter the Jocal legislative
unit may levy millage up to the
tax limitation included in the
charter without a referendum
of the people, This is not true
in a Township. Each and every
tax levy for local purposes must
be approved by the voters under
the township form of govern-
ment. This is what the commit-
tee fighting incorporation is em-
phasising.

Under the Michigan home rule
act a city charter may contain
a tax limitation of up to 20 mills.

When the City of Livonia

Incorporated more than 15

years ago a five mill lmita-
tion was written into the char-
ter. That community is cur-
rently in the process of chir-
ter revision and one of the
primary reasons for this move

Is the fact that tbe City sirply

cannot provide the services

required by the population
within a five mill levy.

Residents of Farmington
‘Township are currently paying

(Continued on Page 22-

assume additional taxes which
traditionally follow incorpora-
tion to eity “status,” the club
added.

Propanents of incorporation

this time relying almost entirely

such a step is needed to pre-
vent annexation of Township
lands.

“Such a negative approach
would prove a handicap 10 the

have failed to make a positive |development of a good commun-
case for adopting cityhood at |ity in that the proposed city

would have ybeen created on

on the negative approach that jthe basis of an alleged crisis

(EDITOR’S NOTE: This s
the second in a scries of articles
prepared by the Farmington
Jaycees explaining the proposal
for pools and auditoriuma which
faces the voters of the Farm.
ington School District June 13.)

By JOUN BAILEY

people of Farmingtlon
have come to expect excellence
in school stage productions. Di.
rectors and students meet
challenge with talent and enthu-
siasm. One need only to turn

Nine File
for School -
Board Posts

Saturday's deadline for filing
for the Farmington Board of
Education brought ‘out nine can-
didates running for election to
three vacant seats op the
Board. The annual Schoo} elec-
tion is scheduled for June 13.

Board President Leland G.
Clifford of 33630 Hillerest filed
for the three year term that's
open. He will be unopposed for
that spot. .

The remainder of the candi-
dates filed for the four year
term. Included in this group
are the two men, William B.
Smolek of 28900 Wellington and
John M. Washburn III of 21044
Birchwood, who were appointed
to the Board during the past
year to fill vacancies,

Othefs filing for the twa four
year terms are: Richard J.

Angelo, 29999 Barwell; John L.
Klett, 5551 Tadworth Place,
Birmingham: Wesley l.
Mitehell, 30600 Springland;
George W. Otis, 5529 Narman-
hurst, Birmingham; Nancy S.
Schlesinger, 31500 Franklin
Fairway: and George V.

Strelezuk, 21269 Birchwood.

# | with

Auditoriums To Aid

In School Productions

to the programs of the past few
years 1o reslize this.

Such shows as Miracle Work-
er, Thurber Carnival, South
Pacific, Brigadoon, Call Me
Madam, and The King and 1
were produced ir Farmington
and were coasids well above
the averzge highGghoo! produc.
tion. The Detroit Theatre Guild
has commended Farminglon
Public Schools for their success
“exceedingly demanding
productions.”

These shows were pre-
sented desplte nearly Insar.
mountable odds. The director
of each productlon mast
coach the actors and trans.
form a gymnasiom into an
auditorium, For every re-
hearsal the stage most he
pulled ont of storage. Lights,
microphones and flats have
{o be strung from dangerous
heights. Rehearsals can only
be schedoled after (he ath.
letic teams bave concluded
activities for the day. Daring
the final week of rehearsals,
the directors pray for nice
weather so that the athletic
teams can hold their practice.
outside.

Despite all this strain and
{Continued on Page 22.B)
x

Country Lanes
Hit Second Time

Country Lanes on Nine Mile

rather than a positive need,”
the statement continued,
Township officials who filed
the incorporation petitions
failed to carry out a pledge to
conduct an impartial study of
the issue. Many of the same
people who circulated the Ine
corporatian petitions were
named to pass judgment on
whether that action was in the
best interest of Farmington
Township,:

Refusal of Township afficials
to consider possible consolida-
tion with the City of Farming.
ton has deprived the citlzens
of an opportunity to determine

(Continued on Page 22-B)
* % *

J. Parisi
To Discuss
Home Rule

Joscph A. Parisi, Jr., execu-
live dircctor af the Michigan
Townships  Association, will
speak al a special pre-clection
meeling May 24, at the North
Farmington Yigh Schoal an 13
Mile just east of Farminglon
Road,

The meeling, which is npen
to the publte free of charge,
will begin at & p.m. Parisi
will discuss “Incorporation—
Some Facts, Pro and Con.

Sponsor of the evening

Commiltee for the Preserva
of Farmington Township, Inc.,
the group which has been in the
forefront of the opposition to
the incorporation of Farmington
Township.
Parist was elected a justice of
the peace in 193 and in 1951
was named Kalamazoo Town-
ship Clerk. In 1857 he assumed
the exccutive director position.
He is the author of two books
on Township government which
have sold mora (han 50,000
copics,

Rd., just west of was
broken into over the weckend
and receipts for the weekend
were taken. The management at
Country Lanes said that this is
the second time this year that
the establishment has been
robbed.

Larry Boncher, manager, said
that business would be conduc-
ted as usual, however, while the
damage done to the building is
being repaired. The Lanes s

lcurrently forming summer
leagues.

Younger Set
To Learn All
Safety Rules

Bicycles will take their right-
ful place pext Saturday. May
, when they ease out the
auto at the Farmingtoa Junior
High School parking lot.

e evenl is the amnoal

Bike Safely Rodeo, sponsored
by the Farmington Jaycees.
All Farmington ares chlidren

12 years old and under are
Invited to participate begin-
ning at 16 a.m. About 300
yoanger residents of the City
and Township are expected
to wheel their vekicles
through a test drivieg course.

Dave Cushing, Jaycee Bike
Rodeo chairmap, explained that
all bikes entered will be
marked with » special reflec-
tive tape for extra night pro-
tection. The tape enables
motorists to see bicyclists at
mm {rom as far away as 2,500

A representative  from  the
local police force will be on
band to give the contestants
ice on Bicycle Safe

FARMINGTON'S TEACHERS

2 teachis

school last Friday to learn how to operale

audio visual equipment. Familiarizing them-

selves with the yolemhl of a tape n:curdcr as
d are, from left Carol hal:

N
went back to

second grade teacher
Wiese, second grade at Gill; and Mary Mitchell,
third grade at Gill. (See related story on page
12A on the day leng workshop.)

¢ Gill School; Connie

Festival Fand
Drive Net:‘{
$725 To Date

A total of $725 has been cone
tributed _for the Farmington
Founders” Festival by 47 danors,
it was announced at last week's
meeting of the Farmington
Board of Commerce, The funds
will be used to help stage this
year's Festival planned July 28,
29 and 30.

A kick-off dinner for the
Founders'- Festival will be
staged tonight (Wednesday,
May 18) at pm, in the
Farminglon Senior High School,
Detroit Mayor Jerome P. Cava-
nagh will be the main® speaker
s lopic will be “What
Does Municipal Government Ex-
pect from the Business Coni-
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