“Death of God Began at Cross
States Livonia Baptist Minister

By JERRY WENDT
Church Editor

Elvin L. Clark, pastor of the
Livonta Baptist Church, 32040
Schoolcraft; Livonla, has a
tolerant attitude toward Lhe cul
rent “Is God Really Dea
discusslon.

Pastor Clark Is a polsed, in-
telligent man and his bellels are
tirmly rtooted and not easily
swayed. Perhaps part of the rea-
son s that he frcls that the
problems of man and God are
unchanging and that the same
conflict has always: been
present.

‘Tha Baplists are currently
very much in the news with the
series of Evangelistic revivals
and the National Convention
which has been taking place.

We interviewed Pastor Clark
in his study in the Livonla Bap-
tist Church. We asked him hig
views on the current discusslon |
among the clergy as to whether
the Rible should be taken
“literally”.

“It s hard to,answer that
questlon.” he said, "because we |
must remember that Christ used |
parables.
used throughout the

Bible.
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believe the term “Hell” s
symbalic.

“Do you belleve in life after
death?” wa asked. N

“Of course”, he sald) “ac-
counts are not all settled in thls
life. We will enter Into a new
realm of existeace, We are not
able to percelve this entirely,
but I believe it s an actuality.

“Do you belleve in a personal
God? was the next question.
“Do yull lhlnk that we shall ever
e

"YM. he answeted, “it Is
promised in the Bible that his
fatthful servanty should see him.

Qne.of the modt Interesting
viewpoints was expressed by
Pastor Clark in the current “ls
God Really’ Dead?"” Discussion.
"This Is an.old, old guestion,
smited Clark. “As a matter of
fact, § am Inclined to agree with
the theologlan wha said that the
old concept of God died at the
Crucifixion, It was at that time
that men began following. the
teachings of Christ instead of
the God of the Old Testament.

“Upon reflection this seems

Also symbola were  to be tiue, since it ls the teach-
{ }ings of Chrlst, rather than the
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pat duty of the B-pm Chureh |
was. i
“The task of the Chumh s
the same a3 it has been for cen-
turies he sald, “To lead men to
commit thelr 1lfe to Christ In
all areas. Consider the facta of |
your life, pray for guldance, and |
then try to live your lile, not
Just on Sundays €ut evenyday,
according to Chrlst.”

Old Testament that {orm th'
Christian religion today. a
“There is a diviston amohg
the Baptist religion, and lnter-
estingly enough, it came about
during the slavery lssue. It was
not the actual question of sla-
very that caused the split but
whether or not members of {he
church should have Fellowskip
with people who owned slaves.
The Northern groups wiye
agalnst this and the split be‘z
Today the Northern Bapflat
Yroup which atarted In 1903.is
considered more liberal iniits
viewdy and less interested is
evangellsm. The Southern BID-
tsts are primarily the
evangelisty and were [ormed n
1848,

We asked Pastor Clark, since
this was the period of Evange-
listic revivals, what the Drl {- fof your life.”

"God ihe Only Cause and Creator”
Subject for Scmrgie Churches June 5
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{dea regarding part of the |umy]
eellngs that pegple seem to|
suffer nowadsys. I
“Pegple seem territied of m:kX
ing mistakes”. he said. “Mis:
takes Tave a definite part of
life. “We should be able to learn
from them. It Is healthy to profit
by one's mistalvs. Pray for
God's guldance, ind then go
cheerfully Into the next phase

o

Spiritual causation and ence textbook include these
Itual reality \ull be expld’3d lines: “When mortal man blends
in a Bible, Lesson-Sermon: oo his thoughts of existenoe with |
+“GOD THE O‘ILY CAUSE AND,|the spiritual and works only as
CREATOR” at Christian Sciencg | God works, he will no longer
church services this Sunday. |grope in the dark and cling to

Rupomhe Reading  from earth because he has not tasted
!|Psalms will begin with these heaven , , . The age scems ready
versee: “The -Lord is righteous [to approach this subject, to
In all his ways, and holy ld all [ponder somewhat the suprem-
his works. acs of Spirit, and at least to

The Lord" is nigh untopall youch the hem of Truth's gar-
them that cail)upon him, tofall| -

mm il upon bim in truf {menl” (Science and Health
| Related passages to be with Rey to the Scriptures” by
sidered from the Christian; Mary Baker Eddy).
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Brethren Celebrate .
: ;
. . .
50 Years isn Detroit
Trinity Church of the Rreth- |
ren, 27350 ‘West Chicago at | |1
Inksier, Detroit announce that @
(he’ Churches of the Brethren £ | -
in Detroit will commemorate I\
their beginnings here 50 years {
8go, In scrvices to be held at
First Chrch of the Brethren, '
June 5.
Members of the Trinity who :
have held special attachments to
the historical development of
the Brethren here will want to
attend all rogular services bé-
ginning at 10:45 in the morning.
Many others will wish to at- -
tend regular services at Trinity " H
and’ then journey, across towt.
foy the dinner. at 1:30 and the
afternoon program st 2.30. The -
Journey actuss town will feature
} BB . coccially prepared story in
; B script and pictures of the Breth-
THIS (.ROLP OF young people was tg‘mrmed David Wendlandt, Douglas Guysens, Richard |ren puork Y:‘c:rl.lr“ * Bre "
on Pentecost Suniay o Chrlst Litheran Jacqueline Dietz, Ksren Mostelier, Wal- .
| Church, Redford Township, They arelJleft to ter Syroid, Bradley 'Smith, and James Salmon. Rosemar? Butler is huthor of
ight: front row:) Erio Johnson, Suss Pulju, This is the last class of the two-year pro. |\ Aficmoon presentation.
Neil Murawski, James Niemiec, David Exdman, of Confirmation Instruction of Youth, Call Mae Wagner.543-4898 for .-
Alzn Dore and Lynne Learmonth, (Back row:) reservations. :
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