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“Garden City, Fewtland and the Tounships of Plymauth, Farmington and Re .

Bebold American T extbook/

There is a nice chunk of money, $600,000 to be
exact, waiting to be returned to this area, to build|
a YMCA in Livonia.

No, for a change this is not Federal money. There
are no matching funds to be imposed on one and all|
as more tax monies.

There are strings, of course, but they are on 3|

(With th thought in mind of spons
public forum on the subjecs Alexander ”nmllluu
Lifs Insurance Company of Plymouth will pub-
lish a series of several provoca)ive articles on
education of our children. If fhere is enough
public interest, pro and con, the forum will be
held to exchange ideas verbally on the subject.)

In many American school systems today it
is possible, and indeed common, for a student
to graduate from high school with above
average grades and still be unable to read
mature prose.

A large number of educators and critics
agree that this is possible because of a re-
duction of emphasis on reading skills in
our schools, As Charles C. Walcutt, Profes-
sor of English at Queens Co[lege and author

of “Tomorrow's Illiterates,” explains: “For

the past thirty years standard textbooks
that have gone through four or five editions
have been revised each time to smaller vo-
cabularies, simpler sentences, and fewer
ideas.”

Almost all of our children begin their
formal reading instruction today with the
typical “Dick and Jane” readiness primers,
Proponents of this “look and say” meth
reading believe that in order to derive
meaning, children should be taught to read
from wholes, not from parts.

In other words, instead of learning in
parts as from alphabet, to phonetic sounds,
to words ,to sentences, children are taught
to ldcnnry words by memorizing them as
“wholes” or configurations, Pronunciation is
pplanted by word recognition. Under the
“Dick and Jane” system, they also learn to
memorize by using picture and context clues.

Amgrican children in the first threc grades
prior to 1920 used such texts as the famous
McGuttey Readers as early reading instruc-
tion tools. A typical selection began: “One
cold night, after old Mr, Post had gone to
bed, he heard a noisqat the door. He went
out to see what it was, and what do you
think he found? He found a little bahc on
the doorsteps, crying with the cold.”

Such reading saved thep
child from the ‘“‘See ‘
play, See Spot and Puffg
play” repetition they mem.-
orize today. Children were
interested and there was a
reason to read on to see what
happened. They also learned
soraething of literature, his-

the process. And, not by co-*
Incidence, the happy by-prod- Launa wnennnc
uct was that these children learned to read!

However, the passing of McGuffey bmught
not only Dick and Jane “non-literature,”
but also the new educational axiom of “the
fitting and proper vocabulary.”

Grade school readers now are typmlly
ruled by the iron hand of “word counts™

Make Haste S lowly

Although it is understandable that em-
ployee negotiations should be concluded as
quickly as possible, it would still behooves
the Livonia School District and others not
1o rush into signing master contracts until
the tax-paying public has had a chance to
grasp their full import.

Many of the contract terms are just now
becoming known as everyone rushes to wrap
them up before school finishes.

Let not the haste sweep us info some
agresments which have not been carefully
considered.

Livonia taxpayers have been promised that
pay raises will not exceed income,this year
which has been increased by a Aoted five
mills,

However, the district is confidently boost-
ing costs in the second year by $1,200,000 in
anticipation of vevised state taxation, im-
provements in state aid and larger local val-
ualtions.

Are we in a position to be sure this will
happen?

There are a number of coniract provis-
sions which time and space do not permit
us to examine but which should b xpllin-

o public. As yet, citizen;
}ud a chance to study the contracts thrnugh-

and This readers so|
that there are no more than' {ive new words
introduced every fite pages.;fach word must
then be repeated fisle times{p the m:u five
pages.

Using one widely-used pr serips as an
example, let’s take a look. 7 s
offers 15 different words:
26 additional words: next the
words; and the reader another 114!fThese
have appeared in 7,257 words of text and
every word has been repeated an avefage of
22 times. Thus the successful first. grader|
recognizes 235 different words—no more and
no less—at the end of one y.far. t

the most unfortunate thingjabout this com|

~ v is that § locks the gate|

on real lxlcmturo—on select{gns from {Aesop,
Dickens, Mark Twain andJothers | ecause
they are just full of “hardjwords! Th
are words that might not have three-(o-hve
letters, little mountains in the mxddlc. and
monkcy tails at the end! 't

The “mountains and monfey,” oth: be; «
more technical, “look and '¥dy” method of
Cu.aing almost ignores tE: of [
phonics, Consonants and vowidls are cdncepts,
too tricky for. a child’s mindJt, seerng. Why
teach_basic foundations and when|
repetition, repetition, repeti - make|
almost any child realize t| ! spells|
Srun™?

The fact that reading lnd spellmg skills
are pitifully low in our schools, that re.

medial reading programs are the rule rather
than the exception in high school and even!
college curriculae might, l's szems,\ be a
reflection upon “loo kand say’

—no matter what the compti3r (hl

The problem with suchd “pro|
retardation,” as Dr, Arthur{iB. Tratj} asso-!
ciate professor of English John ifarroll,|

calls it, is not only that thefi deal #ith the|

donothing trivia of Dick andJane, bin that|

they have also reduced the ‘essential read-|

ing skills to the level of finger painting.
Trdce, one of the t

'y basis. All United Foundation requires before|
it invests this money in the YMCA in Livonia is|
$10,000 in memberships.

This is reasonable. If there is not enough interest|
in a tommunity to have $10,000 in memberships then
those who felt a community building for youth as
well as adult activities was the way to go, were dead
wrong.

vctually this $600.000 has cne thing in common)|
with Federal funds. We in this area did contribute
toward it.

And I can remember the day so well when the
germ of this idea was planted, or exploded might
be a better word.

It was during a U.F. campaign. Workers in the
area were organized; ladies knocking on doors telling
the United Foundation story; businessmen leading the
way for their fellow workers with pledges under the
“once for all” slogan.

Then two things happened. First a group of ladies
came to see the late Paul Chandler, then publisher
of The Observer Newspaper Group. They wanted to
be included in the budget of the YWCA in Redford
Township where they were active and that served
the community with tween, teen and adult programs.
While they were served by the Redford YWCA, the
United Foundation ‘budgeted them and gave money
to the Dearborn YWCA for Livonia. Dearborn did
not want {o give up the money they received but they
did not offer the same conveniences of traffic pattern
and accessibility as did the Redford Branch. The U.F.
administration turned a deaf ear on the ladies, the
Mayor of Livonia, the funds cleser to home.

The second thing on the heels of the first, was
a full page ad in every metro paper and many weeklies
touting the United Foundation and their servi ICGS‘ Said|

educators who are raising their voices in pro-
test, is the author of two crifical studies on
the subject. One, “What Ivig Knows That
Johnny Doesn't,” is a compiative shidy of|
basic readers in the U.S. ang Fovle:} hools.
The other, “Reading WithoutMick ai ane,"”
indicts ncarly every mzljorj hool syfem in!
the United States. Trace's Iusmn‘
is a splendid, non-computer: Fd
hell with Dick, and to hell. With JaJ oo"'
Who invented this vocabuliry restfiction?)
Publishers refuse responsibilify, authors are|
stifled by it, teachers are bgted by. it, and|
kids hate it. But the fact remfins that some-
body, set up The Commangfent that odd
words, long words, .interestini; words, grown-|
up words just cannot belon, children try-|
ing to learn to read. The [y mputer must|
have said so! F

Thc agreement with the nan !eachfng per-|
sonnel provides that employges mubt either,
join the union or be fired...Smployees whol
are now on the payroll, will jot be required
1o join, but must pay an amd-ht equal 1o the!
dues, or $38 a year, for t administration’
of the contract.

Do we want to force scho
this type of tribute paymen

Also called for is & mx-e!-uvug
ment tying pay hikes to lnn ues\

Consumer Price Index.

How can a pubhc nxenty ngreq o this|
type of pnmge

It is not in a pesition to H
will but must live on a fixel

d who knows what the{hcome |will be?|

Both of these agréementsiire expected to
be considered tonight- (Wegpesday) by. the
Livonia School Board. 1

Taxpayers who are intefested "in) where
their dollars go should makégevery e fort to
get a copy_of both agreements ore the,
meeting and should be on hand io hear the!
discussions of these two pacfs. :

Ih other school districts, mhzeni should,
plan to do the same thing when negdtiations
have been completed. “ l!

—Bill Gail

mplu)" es into|

just.
the

ise m] zgn at
income,

blisher inquired politely about the p y of

“A Group Not a Gang”

e

e

S ereabE

: Mr, Robert To-
bis andidriends.

Were* your children con-
taminated?

Did they catch a little]
emocracy?

sh, tsh, mustn’t let any-
thing like that happen must
we?
Nancy Stein
Livenia

the same ad for The Observer Newspapers or at
least The Livonia Observer. “Livonia, where's Livo-|
nia?" was the approximate answep

It was far from the right answer.

The next natural thought expressed and empha-
sized with sparks from the publisher was if you can|
find us to colléct there had better be a show of faith|
you can find us to gi® — and to prove it we need a
YMCA in Livonia and by golly that is as gocd a place
as any for you to prove to us we exist.

Thnre wers more phone calls, lnhrl. felegrams,

— but y there was

rul action. Through & grant of money from United

dation funds a dedi d YMCA staff )

by the name of Chuck Wise came to Livonia, began

1o call on civic leaders and finally turned in 2 report

there was a need and a desire for a YMCA building

and program in the City of Livonia and surrounding
area.

Therein lies the complete tale, unabridged.

Since then Dr. Don Freidricks and a Beard of|
49 solid citizens have carried the message to the
community.

The goal is $10,000 dollars wor}h of

harchi

Good Training For
Sludcl‘ly

Editor: ' '{ .
1 would like to refer to an
article in The Detroit News
iprinted last Thursday. Would|
you answer a couple of ques-|
tions for me either by mail or|
in the paper,
1. Why hasn’t The Obscrver|
carried an article of fthis]
quality concerning this pro-
gram?
Two 'lmclu appeared (sans,
picture)y in The Livonia Ob-
server—one on Page 1, June 8,
another on page 12-A, May 25
with @ six column head explain.
ing the program.
2. When certain_residents
became disturbed by untruel
and misleading statements in
a rival, paper, why didn't our|
school board answer in this
vein Tather than merely apolo-|
gize for the progra

The School Board bacled llle

There is a Civic for $100; a partnership for $50 aj
family for $15; adult for $10; or a youth for $5. If
"you want to be a part of realizing this wonderful
community center building be built in Livonia — not|
a cracker box type building, but a carefully designed,
well thought out addition to the community, please
fill out the blank below accompanied by a check or|
money order and mail to Gene Harris, 19049 Farming-|
ton Road, Livonia, or the YMCA Office at 12330
Middlebelt Road, Livonia.

Moke Checks Payable to YMCA
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
1 haceby apply for membenhip in the Young Men's Chrittion Association and will |
tate s in ochievieg the purposes of the Anacigtion,:
NAME OF MIMBER |
mm. ADDRESS .

IUSINBS NAME
ESS

SiND ST TEM|
'A\'M!NT ATTACH!D

PHONE .
AGE ...

Applauds Nempaper Cartooniist

Editor:

Compliments on Frank Mc
Guire's cartoon. “Will Killing}
Ever Go Out of Style?” in last'
‘week’s Observer, It was more
aDDmDnate for Memorial

Dy, I think, than all the par-
ades we can produce.

It the young men of eachl

of the generations ‘depicted by
the soldiers’ hat in the cartoon
died for anything it was in
the hope that their supreme|
sacrifice would make -it un:|
necessary that their sons|

would be asked to risk and
sacrifice their lives in war.

meaning it ‘ohght lﬂ st to
thinking abodt ways and
means to get along with other|
yeople and olhn nlu with-|

It Memorial Day has a true|

Thank You Police

It seems like the Livonia
Police Department has n
criticized so much lately that
1 would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the Rescue,
Department and the Livonial

OFIN FOR LUNCN
12:30 AM.3:30 PM. |

DINNER

5:00-11:00 - ¢
Closed Sundays

* ok ok ok ok

GL 3-4300

41661 Plymouth Road

" PLYMOUTH,
i Michigan

H|||5|de

Inn

® Luncheon Buffe:
!

un:heon Buffet Is
rved Daily In Our
ew Jacob Room
featured On The Buffet-
#ncd Chicken, Shrimp, '
erring en Cream, .
Prime Roast, and 40 other
Vaste tempting dishes '

5

LUNCHION BUFFIT ls.fstlvm X
FROM 11:30 TILL 2/;»32.65 °}]
x MONDAY thru FRIAY .1

@
|

Police Department not only,

for all of their help but also

for their thoughtfulness.

. MRS, JOHN WHITE,
Bacwick Avenue
Livonia

Thanks From Bereaved
Family

Editor:
*Mr. and Mrs. Garfield D,
Hay and family wish to ex-|
press their thanks to thel
Bentley High School student|
body and staff, and all our|
many {riends and neighbors,|
who ‘sent flowers, contribu-|
tions to the Men;anll Fund,’
an
during our recent bereave|
ment of Joyce Ruth Hay.
Everyone has been most kind.
‘GARFIELD &k SYBIL HAY
LOUISE. HAROLD k
MARCIA.
GRANDMOTHER LAURA
HAY (30 yoars old)

Readers Speak:

[W’llerc Do I Live? i
Editor:

Will you please print this
article in your paper, so I
can find out where I live?
1 am getting mail from Ply-|
mouth, Garden City, Wayne,
Nankin, and Westland and
my correspondents are going |
out of their minds trying to
figure out where we li\'e,l
and I'm going out of mine
ming to tell them. I know:

I'm on the verge, because 1
live on Newburg Road, and
I'm to the point where I'm
telling them I live at 7241,
Nankin,, Newburg, Mich.

When I lived in Garden
City, they switched my ad-
dress around so often, I fi-

\program. and St

" | Schools backed the program. llc
apologized only for not com.
municating the pre-plans o the
press earlier. Mrs. Purvis if the
School Board spent all the time|
it would reqmre correcting mis-
leading stories in the tabloid

newrs, it would have no
time other pressing admin.
istrativg matters,

My fhird. grader took part
in the ﬂrozrzm As a parent

Readers S Beak
W/zde Differences On Integmtzbn 3

their Livonia visit. I also
followed the program from;
the begimmng. it nas been a
very tine and constructive;
community study for all con-|
cerned. The emphasis was on
community  ditferences  (i.c.
big city, suburbia, small town)
not groups of pzople.
What a shame that ddulls‘
must laint a  healthy and
wholesome meeting of chul-!
dren. Also, what a shame |h.\q
the story of the program was
not told proudly and truth
fully from the beginning.
Thank you for your alten-

Supports School Program
Open Letter to Strelsa Sthre-
ber, President, Livoma Bu.lrd
‘ot _Education

Editor:

The Livonia Citizer
Betler Human JMelatjons
wishies 1o advise that its imem-

bers have formally adupted a

sitiot in support of thk Live
unia Board of £ducation’s par-
ticpation in the
County -Intermediate  School
District  Descgregation ©Advie
sory Project.

We believe that the shared
jcarning  experiences of atu-

Zlor-

tion to tnis letter and anyidents trom Stark Jchool and
answer you care to extend|students from Starkweather
will be appreciated. School in Plymouth and 1
MRS. S. R, PURVIS|tengill in Detroit has considers

Editors Note: The Observer-able educational value. We are

agrees completely with ll\c}
sentiment expressed in  this:
letter.

And From the Young
Editor:

JoAnn Hammerschmidt and
1, Janet Muller are two stu|
denty of Stark School who)
parifipated in the shared ex-|
petitnce and neither of us
agree with Mr. Tobis. Mrs.
R. Neubert, our teacher told|
us that we “were wnlmg to
Negroes as soon asiwe re-
ceived their first letlers, al
though most of us kncw al-|
ready.

Both of us are puzzlcd
about why anyone is angry

about keeping the matter a
secret. Besides, it wasn't a
secret ta us.

We have nothing against
Mr, Tobis, but we are pulzh‘d
about his actions. WeZonly
want you to knowAhat Jo-
Anne and 1 (and most of the
other children) enjoyed the
whole thing, no matter what;
oLhcr people say to disap-

TOVI
P Jlnlk Muller
JoAnne Hammerschmidt

I went with the students on

Stark Scheol
G: 1

Make Dad

Trail

The;Honda Trail 90 carries
terrain than any other troil

In case he olready
we have oll the

JOBS only

nally put a note in the mail-
box asking the carrier if I
had moved, and if so, would|
he tell me where? Now, I'm’
;){\ it the same predicament.

n:rm M. CANRIGHT

7241 Newburg,

Nankin, Mich. (l HOPEI)
EDITOR'S NOTE: Lcly you reclly

ie in Festland Post // 0"
EVER politics being what it is
designation has not gone Mmuh.

Wonderla

31840 PLYM
+ between Meniman o
Perking In Roer

Opan: Men., Wed

43 o] this time your mail should be
Feyne, Michigan.

L

Get Him A HONDA

53 9016

without @ sputter. Does 160 miles on a gallon of 9o
CUSTOM PAINT §

o PICK-UP AND DELIVERY
Complete Line of All Models and Accessories

SALES AND SERVICE

., ¥ s,
SEST SERVICE IN TOWN — PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

A Swinger

boss

o heavier load over rougher
ike, Goes through streams

owns g motor bike
cycling accessories.

85 Just Soy’

Charge It

OUTH ROAD

nd Fermington Roads
261.0880

Thun., Sat. 9-6

pleased that the students and
their parents were so enthu:
siastic about this cducational
experience, and it is gralifying
that we have such dedicated
|educators as Mvs. Jane Bois
sineau and Mrs, Joan Messer
in our school system,

We look forward to hearing
about our school district's fur
ther participation in thjs pro-
gram, and hope that greater

the opportunity to reglize a
similar experience. -
." DONALD H. MURCH
ATTORNEY AT LAW
° LIYORIA

Bad But Good
Editor:

I thoroughly dislike The Ob-
server, its taclics, its “impure”
ymotives, and last but nux h-n;l
Myra Chandler.

] However, 1 agree }000“
"with every word she wrote in
ithe' June 2 issue of The Observe
er on the colored situatinn,

(Mrs,) Jean S¢hmidt,
IEd ho!

Thanks a lot

MATSON'S
SPECIAL -
INTEREST:
CRUISES -

TO THE :

SOUTH SEAS
P

Combune an incomparable 42:day
lunuty ctuise wilh complimentary
professional instruction un your
fevorile tessure pasteme ... and ehjoy
ten Soutn Seas ports: Bora Boa,
Tabuls, Rarotonga, Auckland, Syhey,
Woumea, T, Hnatolou. Pago g
and Honolulo. Choase hmn,m
s cruses on Matson's esclusively
Fuot Cluss e, S5 MARIPOSh o

MONTERLY, o

o¥€ Brisge Cruise—Aug. 11
@ it -sept s :
« :l:;'u;:mwn Crllll—-!;:
é Ravig :
e Gt Geuise —Nov. 10 r

B Peturash Cralse—Decid

n/Seamamikip
0120 i

i
2 trochure guing ful mmu-n
well a3 help you select the crolsa
that meets your special interest. (A
sailing dates from San Francigtey
followng day Los Angeles) .

RUSSELL'S

TRAVEL SERVICE
23020 Five Mile

GA 7.8200

We wil be glad to furnish yoo

numbers of children will have*

Wayne -



