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Welcome to
Farmington,
U.S.A.

from the people
‘who are
NBD-Farmington

Balloon Launching;
New Festival Feature

A mysterious, uniormed
band of zealots known as the
Balloon Platoon will launch the
1968 Farmington Founders
Festival ineye-opening fashion,

This colorful group of hot-
alr balloon enthuslasts will send
the club's flagship, the S5,
Charlfe Brown, lurking 80 feet
above ground in a dazzling dis-
play of precision and courage,

The action will begin at 6:30
p.m. on Thursday, July 25 in
front of Showboat in Downtown
Farmington Center,

Organized in April, 1968, the
Balloaa Platoan now has a mem-
bership of 30 Detroft area resi-
dents,

...

“BALLOONING is the next
fun thing after snowmobiles,””
according to Brooks Stover af
Farmington, president of the
Balloon Platooa, ‘There are
already balloon clubs on the
West Coast, and the Federal
Aviation Authority has regis-
tered over 100 ballooas as alr-
craft.’”

‘The 30-foot diameter ballooa
sewn out of five-and-a-halfthin
nylon parachutes, geis its 1ift
from hot air heated by a pro-
pane gas burner. The burner,
adfusted by the pilot, directs
a white-hot flame stralght up
into the innards of the balloon
from a nozzle perched above
the pilot’s head,

“The wild orange and white
striped color scheme of the
balloon is no whim,”” confides
Stover, ‘the FAA requires that
‘balloons be colorful.’

The

car--and a tiny (nstrument
panel with an altimeter, pyro-
meter, veriometer and compass
help give an earthly feel to the
lighter-than-air craft,

The fuel for the burner s
propane, housed in an alum-
inum contalner tucked under
the plloi's bucket seat, Fuel
lasts an hour's flight time,

Construction of the ballooa
took approximately a month,
with three weeks devoted en-
tirely to sewing the parachutes
together,
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CLUB MEMBERS serve as
gromd crew for the baloon's
mysterious designer, owner,
and pilot, who calls himselt
*“Commodore’ Lindoon and who
doubles 25 an assistant chief
designer at General Motors,

Dressed In ritualistic attire,
complete with moustache and
beard, the Commodore is al-
most as exciting as the Jaunch
itself.

While raving about the sport’s
rapld growth, Commodore Lin-
doon also warns of its unusual
dangers,

“During our last flight, 1
had fust left ground when a lo-
cal constable arrived and warn-
ed us to stop immediately,"’
he recalls,

“1 was having trouble landing
when the constable took out his
revalver andsald he would shoot
me down U I couldn’ land by
myself, Needless tosay, Ididn’t
Wasle any time reaching the

und,”

\lost of the dangersare more

3 1s made
of aluminum tubing welded into
a ‘cage,” A fiberglass bucket
seat--retrieved from a sports

according to Com-
modore Lindooa. :

“The matn problem fs land-
tng,”” he says. ‘There Is al-
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Near Downtown
Farmington

Don't fail to see

“the fastest gun alive”

Sponsored by

Roger Peck Chevrolet

.
32715
Grand River

BODRIE

NBD-Farmington Advisory Committee NBD-Farmington

Officers and Managers

You’re Invited to Join Us
for Founders Day Festivities

23309 Farmington Road
at Alta Loma

and

33200 Twelve Mile Road
at Farmington Rd.

THURSDAY, JULY 25
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JULY 26
9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Join us for refreshments.
Take home a free

souvenir parchment replica
of a map showing the
Farmington Area as

it was in 1872,

A hearty welcome
awaits you.
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ways the danger of hiiting a
high tension wire or drown-
ing in @ lake,”

“« s

*IN FARMINGTON,’ he con-
tinues “we Will be using a tath-
ered flight,
balloon will be attached to
ropes. Tethered flights can
be more dangerous than free
flights because the wind often
damages the balloon,"

Most of the club’s members
are designers or engineers for
Detroit's  major automoblile
manufacturers, A sizable seg-
ment comes from General Mo-
tors Institute in Flint, Female
members are few fn number
now but *more than welcome,’’
according to prestdent Stover,

Bearing titles like “Stitch
Picker first class' and
‘‘draught creator,” the club’s
members meet weekly tolaunch
thelr prototype or work oa new
designs,

which means the”

“Our club tries to promote
the spectator aspects of bal-
looning," says Stover.

“THE HISTORY of hot-air
balloaing goes back to 1793
when the Montgoltler brothers
bobbed across Paris, after hav-
ing the air heated with a bon-
fire," reports Bob Paddison,
the club historian,

“The recent rebirth of the
sport,” explains Paddiscn, ‘48
due to the avallabllity of sur-
plus parachutes pius the Ge-
velopment of @ small portable
propane burner,”

Balloon racing 1s a future
planced activity for the club,
with the annual balloon race
preceding the Indy 500 & ma-
Jor goal,

The club members, who all
wear sweatshirts with an em-
blem entitled the Balloon Pla-
toon, also are worklng on a
balloon design which will carry
two people,

CRAZY BABY — Even the fots enjoy the
Founders Festival parade which will begin at the
Grand River Drive-In Theatre at 10 a.m. on Satur-

day, July 27.
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