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By-Betty Frankel

SPRING FLOWERS
Spring Ls here in all its glory.
A gossamer veil of green has
been flung across the tallest

tred tops. The fruit trees In the
orchards, flowering peaches,
cherries and crabapples In

home gardens are crowned with
ethereal clouds of bloom; and
the flowering quince are ablaze.
Lilacs are ready to burst into
, bloom, while bepesth them all
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tulips, narcissus, creeping moss
phlox, golden alyssum and sky
blue forget-me-nots paiot pic-
tures that sing of Spring.
NIA—A SHRUB
FOR ALL SEASONS

Mahonia shrubs are now stud-
ded with sweet-scented clusters
of yellow blossoms, making
them one of the most attrac-
tive plants In the garden. The
bright flowers contrast dramat-
ically with the deep green fol-
lage that remains on the plant
all year, This evergreen ls a
close relative of the common
barberry but looks so much like
holly that it Is popularly known
as ‘‘grape holly.”

There are close to two dozen
varietles of Mahonla, but only
a few are hardy
the country. Most popular is
Mahonla Aquifollum, the Ore-
gon grape holly. It is a native
of the Pacific Northwest, but
grows well in this area. It Is a
handsome shrub that reaches
six to eight feet tall but can be
kept pruned to a lower helght,
even as low as eighteen Inches,

The leathery leaves of the
Oregon grape holly are com-
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posed of five to' nine separate
leaflets, each of which is ln
dented and spined 30 it resem-
bles a bolly leaf. They retain
their rich deep green all year.
In exposed locations some
leaves may take on a bronze
hue or an occasional leaf may
turn vivid scarlet. The new

leaves that push out from the perennlals.

branch tips as the flowers fade
are tender and glossy and &
lovely pinky - bronze shade.
Gradually, as they expand and
mature, they become thick and
leathery and turn a deep green.

THE FLOWERS ARE borne
in tight bunches at the tips of
the branthes. They are followed
in late yummer by clusters of
blue-black berries reseml
small, wild, fox-grapes. The
raw berries are acrid tasting,
but make an interesting jelly.

Mahonia Aquifolilum will
flourish in either rich soll or
poor soil and in either sun or
shade. It is a most adaptable
plant. However, to keep It look-
ing its best, it should be locat-
ed 30 that it has protection
from strong winter winds and
late winter sun.

New plints can be grown
from seeds, and seedlings often
sprout at the base of an estab-
lished plant. Suckers, which
sometimes sprout from the base
of a plant, can be removed and
soon develop into shapely
plants. They cin be propagat-

plantlng, especlally when used.
23 an accent by an entrance.
It can be used to cover a bank,
or to plant bepeath tall trees.
Itis at this
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season when tulips are planted
nearby; but at all seasons it is
a bandsome plant, adding a
note of richness and elegance
that bel.lu its easy culture.
THE OTHER Mahonias,
nnly Mahonia repens is hardier
than the Oregon grape holly.
‘This plant, which seldom grows
over a foot tall is much like &
miniature Mahonla Aquifolium,
Its leaves are not glossy, how-
ever, and it Is not quite as at.
tractive as its larger prototype.
Mahonia Bealel and Mahonia

an’ respectively, are consid-

red the most handsome of all."
‘They are hardy as far north as
southern New England but are
not as easily and
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- untll near the ead .
before setting out tender plants
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ters and these are followed by
sprays of dark purple berries
coated with a blue bloom.

REMINDERS

Last call to plant dormant
trees and shrabs. . .. Plant
broad - lea! and needle ever.
greens. . . . Plant roses and
. May 10 is the
average m.e lar the last kill-
Iu(mt.h“tllwhulo!ll‘
of the month

of flowers or vegetables, .. .
Wait a week or two before sow-
Ing seeds of tender plants, bat
hardy pluu can be seeded
now. . ., . Continue spray pro-
gram on frult trees, . . .
regular spray ot " dust progra
for roses. I the hn )u:
nnl lnd a Evﬂu feeding, 1t 1s
tll pot too late. . . . Estab-
lhhed trees and shrubs benefit
from baving fertiliter worked
into the ground arcund them or

placed in deep drill holes be- |

neath the outer branches.

Build, Then Plant
(Y] wise to Nmphte mden
bulldlnx project:

Build Cabinet To Store TV

A television set is nice to
have — but they've never con-
u-ibuted much to the decor of a

M ost people would like to
have their TV and get rid of it,
too, But building it in lso't the
only answer.

The better idea is to mount
the set on a rollaround stand,
with good ball casters, then
build a cabinet to accommodate
it. This lets you hide it away
during the day, but pull it out
easily and position it anmywhere
'n the room—or in the hou»—
for viewing,

Be sure the cablnet Is hlgh,
deep and wide enough for the
set, and design it with double
doors to facilitate moving the
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deck,
arbor — before uck]ln( the
planting beds so that tendeeé-

during construction.
Post Holes Easy

Building a lence’ Post holes
are easler to dig when the
ground s
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TV in'and out.

Deslgn-wise, the cabinet can be
incorporated into a storage unit
for folding tables and chairs,
books, and what-have-you. Tai-
lored in a prestige western soft-
wood lumber, the storage unit
would be a handsome addition
to any room.

Accessible Tools

Spring gardening Is easier
when tool storage is accessible,
Best idea is to build a storage
shed against the back wall of the
garage, doors opening to the
yard. Extend garage roof to pro-
vide protection and use weather-
proof western red cedar siding
on the storage unit’s exterior.

Wall-Hanger

Hang storage on a wall and
make use of lazy space. For
ideas, as well as all the how-to
on four wall-hung storage units,
write for a copy of. “Storage
Units,” Dept. 520-P, Western
Wood Products Association,
Yeon Building, Portland, Ore-
gon 97204,
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YOU NEED A
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You will be proud to have a beavutiful
cupola on YOUR home —

Add a touch of distinction and prestigs

CUPOLAS

from $117
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grown as the Oregon grape

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
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bolly, Both have follage that s
arranged in horizontal layers
on s erect branches and
hnva leaves composed of nine

thirteen leaflets. The pale
yeunw flowers are ln long clus.

No Time Savings

Today's Best.....
SGVIngs qugqln No-Maximum

| M %>< 4 318%

Compounded Total Esmings
Por Anaum 4 Times 2 Your On An Annwsl Bsls

No Certificates

No Minimum

and your

Savings are Insured
i | 10 000

by an agency of the U.S. Goverment
N . [ J

First
FARMINGTON SAVINGS & LOAN

In fact, we guarantee it!

W“M“\MMM Z An electric water heater is for the
SATISFACTION Z people who don't like to run out of
GUARANTEED hot water. We're so sure you'll like .

po one, we guarantee your satisfaction—
@ vemrorEDISON

~

for a whole year! What do we mean
by satisfaction? Simply this: If you
don’t get all the hot water you want,
w‘hen ynu want it, you get all your money back, lnch‘x any you
may have spent on installation. And it doesn't matter where you
bought your electric water heater. The Edison guarantee still
applies. No strings attached. Fair enough?

EDISON Member:
pS . . F.d-rul Savings ond Loan Insurance Corporation
Or Average-size families with electric water heaters pay + Federal Home loon Bank System
a8 little as $3.88 a month - a standard rate - for hot : °

water. How much are you paying?

22725 Orchard Lake Rd. Just North of Grand River Ave.-Open Saturday fil Noon GR. 4-7250




