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| Tips on Gardening

By Betty Frankel

Rhododendrons and Azaleas

Rhododendrons and azaleas
are among the most beautiful
flowering shrubs, and many
gardens owe their fame to the
drama created by these plants,
Azaleas, although regarded by
gardeners as a separate group
of plants, are botanically a
type of rhododendron. The ‘ so-
called rhododendrons are ever-
green with large leathery
leaves that remain on the plant
throughout the year. Azaleas
include both the evergreen In-
dlan azalea sold as a pot plant
by florists and not hardy in the
north, and the hardy, leallos-
Ing deciduous azaleas,

Many varieties of rhododen-
dron are sold by nurseries.
Most of these are hybrids, but
some species that grow wild
are also grown in the garden.
These include Carolina Rho-
dodendron, Catawba Rhododen-
dron, Rosebay Rhododendron,
and Korean

protected from the wind., Avoid
outside corners of buildings as
these are gemerally windy. If
necessary, put up a snow fence
or burlap sereen to provide pro-
tection from winter winds.

Two applications of fertilizer
should be made éach year, one
in early Spring and another in
early summer before the mid-
dle of July. Cottonseed meal
may be used or a special com-
mercial fertilizer for ‘“acid”
Plants.

Pruning is seldom needed,
but faded flowers should be re-
moved before seeds form to en-
courage more blooms the fol-
lowing year.

Azaleas, unlike rhododen-
drons, prefer & sunny location
where they get some direct sun-
light for part of the day. Some
will grow in partial shade, but
none will grow in dense shade.
Also, unlike rhododendrons,
azaleas are able to withstand
exposure to the wind fairly
weui In other respects the cul-
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Rhododendron grow particular.
Jy well in the mountainous
areas of our country. It is more
difficult to grow them success-
fullr in the South and the Mid-
west, but because of their great
beauty gardeners feel it

worth the extra effort needed
to meet their more exacting
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Most rhododendrons prefer
light shade and should be plant.
ed 50 they are protected from
hot afternoon sun,

tur; are the
same for both rhododendrons
and sazaleas.

Native azaleas include the
Flame azalea (R. Calendulace-
um) which grows wild in the
Applachian mountains from
Pennsylvania to Georgia, the
Pinxter-flower azalea (A. Nudi-
flora) native to the woodlands
from Massachusetts fo North
Carolina, and Pinkshell azalea
(A. vaseyl) whose native habl-
tat is ravines and swamps of
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winter. The north side of *a
suitable place, but the shelter
of tall evergreens is even more
satisfactory.

The soil should be rich in hu-
mus and high in acidity. It
should be moist at all times,
but never water-logged. Do not
cultivate the soil around the
plants as they are very shallow
rooted. Rather, keep the sur.
face mulched with peat, oak
leaves or pine needles. .

Plant them where they are -

the

North' Carolina. These are all
worthy of being grown In the
garden.

There are numerous other
beautiful native azaleas rang.
ing in size up to twenty feet
tall. Blossoms range in color
from white through pale pink
and clear yellow to vivid sun.
set hues. There are also many
wonderful hybrids. Among the
better known are Ghent, Glen.
dale, Mollis, and Knaphill hy-
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brids in many delicate and viy.
id_colors.

For drama in the garden
nothing can match a clump
of ilh

lmprovementé Look Ah@ad To Value

While the first aim of im-
proving the home is to in-
crease its beauty and livability
for present — and future —
enjoyment, adding to the re-
sale value of the property must
also be a practical considera-
tion.

touches can add

house value,

against a of soft
fextured pines, or the contrast
of flame colored azaleas be.
neath a white flowering dog-
wood. They have an elegance
and dignity few other plants
can match.
REMINDERS

Remove faded flowers from
narcissus and tulips, but leave
foliage to mature. . . . An edg.
er is 2 most useful garden tool,
and tidy edges will do wonders
to “spruce up” the garden. , , .
Azaleas can be planted even
when they are in full bloom be-
cause they have a mass of
shallow fibrous roots that form
& compact root system, ., , .,
Plant needle and broad - leaf
evergreens. . . . Deciduous

a recent survey shows,

Alliance Manufacturing Co.,
makers of “Genie” automatic
garage door operators, sur-
veyed real estate brokers to
determine how much installa-
tion of their product might
enhance home resale value.

In addition, they asked
about “other items” that might
serve to Increase resale price
—with these results:

In the kitchen, a new re-
frigerator-freezer that makes
ice cubes, costing little more
than one that doesn't, Is sure
to impress.

Cracked concrete sections
near the front door? Replace
them. They Immedlately de-
press value on first impression.

‘Becausé home-buying pros-
Ppects look out windows at the
view, blinds ougQt thbe fresh-
looking ‘and sill¥ atrd frames
in attractive condition.

Large patios heightén the
impression of Juxury living. In
most cases, they should add
more to house,value than they
cost,

In lighting, nolseless
switches, inexpensive dlmmer
switches in approprlate loca-
tions and a modern chandeller
are sound resale investments.
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stock has leafed out now so it
is better to plant contal
grown stock  rather than at.
tempt to move bare - rooted
plants. . . . Spray roses. . . .
Plant annuals and vegetables,
even tender ones such 23 toma.
toes and beans.

Frames for Prints
Easy in Moldings

To enhance and protect those
large art prints that are so pop-
ular now, try making your own
{rames. Many artists do it.

You'll be surprised at the low
cost when you make them of
stock moldings, available from
building materials dealers. Nu.
merous picture molding patterns
are cut from western lumber,
and other types offer possibili-
ties to the imaginative home-
maker.

The trickiest step is to miter
the frame pieces accurately at a
45-degree angle. Woodworking
glue and small nails will hold
the frames together.

How to Check:
Storm-Screen!
Combinations

One home Improvemept that N
adds considerably to botH liv-
ing comfort and the sales pos
tential of a house s the In-
stallatlon of self-storing com-
bination storm-and-screen
windows and doors.

Since aluminum storm-and<
screen windows and doors,
should be capable of with4
standing all kinds of weather
for many years with little or
no malntenance, they should
be chosen with care. The In-
sect Wire Screen Bureau sug-
gests that home owners use,
the following checklist when:
choosing storms-and-screeng,

1. Examine cutaway sections
of the frames in the dealer's
showroom to be sure construc-
tion Is sturdy.

2. Look out for. poor fits,
open mitres and dirt-catching
corners. Glass in storm panels
should seal tightly all around
and should be heavy, with no’
distorting flaws,

3. Blnce the screening must
stand up for years !n all kinds
of weather, choose it carefully,
Aluminum screenlng doesn't
rust, rot, fade or sag and Is
made under US. Commerce
Department standards.

. Choose a design and col-
or that blends well with the
exterlor of the house.

5. Test display models to
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Now call ’em all-and often—taix as long as you like. It’s all the same to
your home phone bill, when you have Michigan Bell’s new flat-rate calling
plan that covers the entire Metropolitan Detroit Area! (Over 80 communities,)
For more details about new Metro Calling Service, call our Business Office.

So you don't call the distant suburbs often, but you'd
still like to save money on your phone bill? Let us tell you
about new Econo-Unit Service. It's tailored to your necds,

Michigan Bell

Part of the Natiomwide Bell System
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TurfBuilder Plus 4 feeds
your lawn and does four
extra jobs_

Prevents grassy weeds such as
crabgrass, foxtail, goosegrass

1
2
3

4

Clears.out rosette weeds such as
dandelion, plantain, buckhorn

Controls viney weeds such as
chickweed, clover, seedling
knotweed

Protects lawn against insects
such as ants, grubs, chafers

only Scotts is Trionized
keeps grass greener longer

4.95 & 9.95
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NEED SOMEONE
Jo Fix These Things
In Your Home?
® Door Bells & Chimes @ Switches

APPROVED
APPLIANCE

474-2810
33316 Grand River
Nutone
Authorized Service

® Fixtures

Tha amart new gas grilt is clean, eco-
nomical and smokelens. 1t's ideal for
backyard, patio. or even your porch.
Now you can enjoy the wondertul
Pavor of outdoor cooking without the
™ass and tuss ol atarting and waiting
1or & bre. And with the gea gri'v'con-
tralled heat and sutomatec rotisasrie. it
18 posaidle 1o produce an almost end:
Iasa vanaty of barbecus flavored foods.

rG.0.011.20

See your GAS YARD

A soft, glowing gas lamp
adds a nostalgic touch
wherever it is placed:

A handsome gas post lamp adds boauty and
charm 10 any bome. Ita sokt, ever-present
radiance provides & warm welcome to gueats

} ~endareasauring protection againstIntruders.

1 you have been thinking of getting one of
these afiractive post lamps for your home
NOW IS THE TIME TO GET IT AND SAVE. Place
Your order today 1 insure early Inatallation.

GAS LAMPS ARE AVAILABLE
IN SEVERAL STYLES,

FROM THE GAY NINETIES
TO ULTRA-MODERN

SAVE7"I5

ON INSTALLATION OF

GAS GRILL

Publi

It's easy to
be an expert
PATIO CHEF
with a smart
GAS GRILL
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