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Rev. Johns ‘Mothers’ '1,09‘4

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN

The Rev. Elsie Johns would make a very success{ul moth-
er of, say, eight children.

Instead she might be called something of a mother to
1,004 -persons at Clarenceville Methodist Church.

That isn't meant to sound flippant. Members of her large
congreg. invite her for lunch and dinner. They drop in
to say “Hi" before going to work in the morning.

The minister officiates at their baptisms, their weddings,
their funerals.

Now 62, she has never married because the way she car-
ries on a ministry requires what she calls “full dedication™.

On a given night, she can be found at a church dinner
and within an hour in Alien Park watching “one of my boys
playing basketball.” .

A CURIOUS BALANCE of the direct masculine approach
and the delicately feminine, this lady adores way-out hats and
adores the Detroit Tigers. The Tiger {ront office knows her
well for her letters asking for free baseball lickets for her
young people.

She doesn'’t like to see her church's four buses standing
idle. She sees to it that they are constantly loaded with young
sters going to other churches for visits, Detroit’s inner city,
Belle Isle, the Zoo. You name it — Mis3 Johns sees that
they've been there. .

The story of what her bedrock faith has wrought has been
told and re-told. A brief summary could say that this faith
worked a miracle.

On her first Sunday as minister of Clarenceville, when it
stood at Collingham and Grand River, she found this note
pinned to the pulpit: N

“This church has no money and no congregation. Here's
the key."”

‘That was back in June of 1841.

A feud had disbanded Clarenceville’s congregation and
the Methodist Council had thoughts of closing the church.

It has now grown into an imposing $320,000 edifice that

Don’t ‘
Read It!

More Michigan drivers buy the
Exchange policy at the Auto Club
than any other automobile insurance
. policy sold in the State. :
Then, the nmjoxitx don't r?ad it.
We think it’s because the words used
in the policy are not nearly as famil-
jar as our reputation for lgadership,
integrity, fair-dealing and value.
If you have one of our policies, you
should read it—sometime. It's full of
advantages you may have forgotten
about. P
If you don’t have an Exchange pol-
icy, buy one! It's a most ilntemﬁng
story of protecting your car and
yourself. '

!
DETROIT AUTOMOBILE INTER-INSURANCE EXCHANGE
and MOTOR STATE INSURANCE COMPANY
Located in
Downtawn Farmington Center
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Phone 476-7000
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New| Temple

. Ceremony

Rabbi Ernst J. Conrad will
officiate at the first baby-nam.
ing ceremony at the New
‘Temple. The daughter of Mr.
and Mrs, Elliot Field, of South-
field, will be named at a spe-
cial family service on Friday
evening, Jan. 29, at 8 p.m.
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Former Newsman Will be ' Perle Brigg§

St. John Lutheran Chugch of
Farmington will have 2n out-
standing speaker at its Evan-
gelism Festival Sunday, Janu-
ary 22 e Rev. Thomas
Waber, of Gracious Saviour
Lutheran Church in Detroit,
will speak at both 8:30 and 11
a.m. services.

R Mr. Waber has an unusual

will meet

with a

e

at the earlier hour to permit
entire families, ineluding the
young children, to attend Tem-
ple worship services together.
This is just one of such eve-
nings scheduled regularly by
the New Temple which has
adopted a policy of family p.
ticipation in as many activi-
ties as feasible. ~

A successful family outing
sponsored- by the ‘congregation
was the bus trip to Toledo to
see the exhibit at the Art Mu-
seum, “The Age of Rem-
. brandt.” Another program of
this kind is Rabbi Conrad’s
Sunday morning Bible class
which discusses archaeology
and the Old Testament; both
parents and “senior” teen-
agers attended.

Rabbi Conrad’s subject for
the family service on Jan. 20
is “What's In A Name” The
congregation will meet in its
temporary home, the Birming:
ham Unitarian Church, Lone
Pine and Woodward Avenues,
Bloomfield Hi
Senior Citizens Club

Senlor Citizens Social Clut
will meet Thursday, Jan. 26
at 12 noon in the First Meth-
odist Church Social Room.

: THE REV, ELSIE JOHNS
stands on Middelbelt above Eight Mile.

The building of it is the story of Miss Johns' life.

SHE WENT to Clarenceville because her church’s Coun-
cil deemed it unthinkable to send an ordained minister to a
church that couldn't even pay his salary.

Elsie, as she prefers she be called, “prayed it through,”
and on the sixth Sunday she entered her church she found
two {riends who had come with their children.

Typically, the next thing she did was establish a Sunday
School for those children.

It might be said that Elsie thinks children are the key
to their parents' hearts. Room after room over on Middlebelt
is given to instructing youngsters in the ways of faith.

Down (o the youngest they all call her “Elsie.”” In her
rich, warm volce she says, “Some peonle think IU's disrespect-
ful. T wouldn't have it any other way.”

This remarkable woman doeint” allow herself vanity
about her accomplishments. It may be she thinks pride a sin.

For many years, Elsie worked without pay. She hung
onto her job as supervisar of bookkeeping and billing at Na.
tional Twist and Drill serving as a part time minister, pray-
ing all the way.

She had *‘prayed it through™ by the time she was 50 and
became Clarenceville's full time minister in 1854. Through
those years, the old church was completely re-modeled.

In the beginning, with no water in the church, Elsie
brought thermos bottles of water from her home in Highland
Park. !
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or i ca-
reer covering more than ‘2
years, commercial and educa-
tion, radio and television, on
networks and local stations.
World War II found him serv-
ing 8s an Air Force Intelli-
gence and security officer in

North Africa.
IMMEDIATELY after the
war, Mr. Waber was on the
staff and faculty of the Uni-
versity of Illinols as director
of education programming. In
1948, he joined' the staff of
WXYZ-ABC in Detroit and re-
mained for 13 successful
years. He is best remembered
for his many years as a quiz-
master and most recently as
WXYZ's news commentator.
‘What would motivate a suc-
cessful broadcaster and news-
man to put aside the micro-
phone and become a preacher
of God's Word “It's true that
1 enjoyed broadcasting and
the world of news. ve
much,” Waber admits,
it was deeply rewardin
find many avenues of service
as a Christian layman.
He resigned from his broad-
casting position in 1961 with
no idea of what he would seek
next. One night as he sat at a
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area’s most

Plans Special Guest at St. John Lutheran

REV. TIIOMAS WABER |
desk strewn with job possibili-
tics, inciuding one as a met.
work newsman in New York,
his wife reminded him he had
made a passing comment
about the ministry the year
before. Suddenly, he says, the
“restless” feeling was gone

PASTOR WABER is nuw
serving Graclous Savioufr
Church and at present is the
Lutheran representative to the
Metropolitan  Det Council
of Churches Radio and T.V.
Department. He also is on the
Board for the 450th Reformb-
tion Anniversary Year.

St. John Congregation in-
vites the community to its
Evangelism Festival servicps
on Sunday morning. The
church is located at 23225 Gill
Road, just south of Grahd

River. W - L
h

is S

church direcnlsry
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Mrs. Lester Beltz, president
of the Women's Socicty of
Christian Service of Orchard
Methodlst Church, announces
with great pleasure that Mrs.
Perle Briggs has accepted an
invitation to spzak at the
mesting on January 24 at Or-
chard Church on Farmington
Road in the Township. Mrs.
Briggs is the wife of Don
Briggs of General Mciors who,
in the course of his many du-
ties, has traveled extensively
to many cxciting and exotic

places. Mrs. Briggs has ac- o

companied her husband on
many of these travels and to
listen to their ¢ales and view
their slides is a rare delight.

On January 24 at 10 am.
Mrs. Briggs will speak to the
‘Women's Society about a re-
cent book written by one of
her favorite authors, Agnes
Newton Keith. The book is
“The Children of Allah” a
timely story of one of the
newly emerging countries of
the world, Libya.

Mrs. Briggs' empathy for
this author is not hard to un-
derstand when she tells you

that Mrs. Keith's husband has +

traveled a great deal also, in
his post at the UN.

The ‘chajrman of this event
is Mrs. Raymond Bargett, and
she states that a continental
breakfast will be served at 10
am, for the admission price
of $1. Those wishing to attend
may call the church office be-
fore Jan. 20 to make reserva-
tions and avail themselves of
the rare experience,

unday

During rest and wash-up periods, she sent the Sunday
school youngsters down Grand River to the nearest gas sta-
tion (by pre-arrangement with the owner).

THE MOVE TO Mijddlebelt was made a short time ago. !,
And Elsie isn't done yet.

In the ‘near future, a new sanctuary will be built carry-
ing out the oriental, functional design of the present building,
which will become the educational unit.

The congregation owns 8} acres on Middlebelt with the
present edifice extending wings over much of It.

“The interior design of the current facility with dark wood
beamed ceiling motifs will also be repeated in the new unit.

The plans are a far ery from the little broken-windowed
sanctuary Elsie faced on her first Sunday 26 years ago.

“The thing has been a success in spite of me,” she says.
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JUDSON BAPTIST
CHURCH i
Meetlng in :
EAST JR. HIGH SCHOOL
25000 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
Worship_ Services, 9:30 am.
Sunday School  10:45 a. m.
Youth Training Hr. 545 p.q.
Evening Gospel Hr. 7:00 p.m.
Mid.-Week Prayer Service
Thursday, 7:30 p.m. |
Rev, Fred G. Ferris, Pastor
- BR. 33235 i

HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST CHURCH
28600 Lahser
Southfisld
Badon H. Brown, Pastor

SUNDAY
9:30 a.m. Worship Sérvice
& Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
& Sunday School
5:45 p.m. Youth Groups
7:00 p.m. Gospel Hour
WEDNESDAY
7:30 p.m. Prayer and Praise

*{t all came into being because of the Lord. The glory really
goes to God and the people.”
BUT IT TOOK the brains, stamina and prayers of Elsie

to bring it into being.
1t took her brain to think of establishing the congregation
at the old church by working with the Clarenceville School
Board.
The then superintendent’s ldﬂé didn’t daunt her. He i
sald, “Go back to where you came from. That area (Clarence-
ville), by actual police statistles, is frightful.”
The frightfulness was only a challenge to Elsie. And the
years haven't dimmed her Jove of tackling the impossible.
But she hasn't much changed her original format in the
new church. She still conducts Sunday evening services (150
usually attend). There are still twp Sunday worship services
and one on Wednesday evenings. , |
NOTHING CLOSES down in the summer months.
There are five choirs, three children's, one for youth, all
supervised by Mrs. Paul Arenesman, who has been around

Classes {; rcmI Toddlers
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North Congregational Church

‘ Northwestern Highway at Lahser Road
EL 6-1660 and 4444276

MINISTERS: Dr. Ralph M, Read
Rev. Joseph G. Gregory

1100 A M. MORNING SERVICE OF WORSHIP
11:00 A.M. CHURCH SCHOOL

Infant Care Provid

through Twelfth Grade
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since the early days.
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Guest Speaker

At! S'fld Church

Henry J. Heinjermans, Gen-
eral Director of the World
Wide European Fellowship,
will speak at the Southfield |
Community Church, 2122 In- | Oaklsnd at Gd.:River
dian (between Beech and Ink- I
ster, North of Eight Mile)
Sunday : morning, Jan.. 22, at
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SUNDAY SCHOOL .........

These Box Values Balow WITH THIS AD

11' a.m;, according to Pastor
Raymond Bayne.
Ronald Furst, one of their

/600D O HS. §
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Nursery) 9:00 AM.
WORSHIP SERVICE (Nursery)

Farmington

1

)
|
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..... 9:00 AM.

10:15 A.M.

You Are lnvited fo Attedd
First Church
of Christ Scientist|

33825 Grand River Ave.
Farmington, Mich,

TRINITY EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

26880 LaMuera Drive
Farminglon  °

In Springland Subdivision

$:00 a.m. Holy Communion

10:30 s.m. Family Worchip

21405 FARMINGTON ROAD
bdet. Elght and Nise Mlle:

Sunday School ....9:45 am.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.
Youth Groups .. 5
Evening Service ..7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study !
and Prayer Hour 7:30 p.m.

FRANK B, SMITH, Pastor
GE. 42844

Sunday Service Service
Sunday School . Church School Facilities
Wed. Evening at Beechview School
Meeting_ :. The Rev. Joseph A, Pelbam

Readios Reem . Rector
v MR GR. 42860

’ FIRST
BETHEL BAPTIST| | PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH & CHURCH

26165 Farmington Rd,
‘Worship, Church School
and Narsery

9:30 am. & 11:05 am.

(George W. Ramsey, Minister|

Robert N. Sawyer, Jr., '
Ast’t. Minlster

Church - GR. 46170
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10 AM. to 11:15 AM.
-... Morning Worship
11:15 A.M. to 12 Noon
...... Bible School
545 P.M. 3 Youth Groups
7:00 P.M. Evening Worship
7:30 P.M. Wednesday
Prayer Service
Our Faith Is:
“Jesus Christ Himsell

Large size only  $8.00 permo.
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