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Our Reading Habits:

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN.

Practicality has hit the
book stalls.

Fiction s no longer number
one on the reading lists.

At Farmington Library.
books of travel, biography
and history lead in popularity.
Following close are books on
technology and sociology.

It's the rare child who still
reads “The Wind in the Wil
Jows.” Young readers like

' their whimsy drawn with the
finger of “Mary Pop-

pi

Boys read books on space.
+ LIBRARIAN Mildred Droege
says, “Technological and soci-
ological changei in our time
have a 1ot to do with it. So
have recent trends in morals.

“'Greater accessibility of dis-
tant places has increased the
interest in travel books. Peo-
ple can more enslly identity
with far off lands.

More people

are reading

then ever before. Publishing
Is big business.

“I feel," says Mrs. Droege,
“that the abundance of books,
ymagazines and paper backs
available, and the efficiency
of marketing these, have led

AROUND THE BLOCK just after last week's dead-
line came, of all things, the Unitarian Church. It
was being moved to its new location on Halsted
Rd. and a number of loyal Unitarians were follaw-
ing it as though it were a cnlhope :

IN SPITE OF THE FRIGID COLD, wé spotted Paul
Braunstein, Marilyn Betts, Wade
Brown, Irma Benson, Hal Whit.
ing, Betty Klepinger,

to a greater amount of read-
ing than can be satisfd in
the market place. Then pecplc
turn to their local library.”

And people aren't just read-
ing short books. Despite its
length, J ames Mitchener's,
“The Source,” had more re-
serves at one time than any
book on.the Farmington Li-
brary shelves. There were G0
at one count.

THE GREATEST armchair
travelers’ in: Farmington, ac-
cording fo Mrs. Droege, are
the city's retirees.

The library's retirces are
different from those who be-
long to local senlor citizen's
clubs. Not Interested in cards
or socializing, and not want-
ing to be catered to, library
retirees use their leisure to
daydream over a book.

They read with a pattern.
During the Civil War Centen-
nial they became Civil War
bulfs.

Along with' a ;ren many
people, qulte a few of them
are history bugs. More than a
few have made their way
through the 12.volume Mor.
rison set on World War 11,

Farmington youngsters are

‘and we

understand that lots of others
were on hand for:the ."launch-
ing.” Most of those mentioned
were eating ice ‘cream cones, but
they said not to'wotry, the flavor

ley campus” the day of

WARREN McKENZIE
HIGH is justly proud

greatest payment was

turned.
.

five of our four.goted

:  the week-end. Let's as:
: al suicide after last
humanity. H

.
MRS, FRANK JANET
like to tet the record
Although a full grown,
as 230 pounds, they doi

w:u hot chocolale H 1

AFTER ALL THE WEEKS OF WAITIVG for just
the right weather conditions (?) Ui U. minister
Bob Eddy was out in California “digging the Berk-

the big move. He will doubdt-

less have some illuminating tales to tell about that

yensty scene when he returns to his l:mporzry Far-

mington Junior ngh pulpn. .
.

-
OF NORTH FARMINGTON
of five of hisistudents who

found a wallet ¢containing $12 :nd returned it to its
owner. They received a monetary reward, but their

the pleased and surprised

*, look of the reclpient when the lost mlde was re-

OH DEER, on DEER, lit has been: repomd that

Iriends were:Xilled on ex-

pressways between Farmington and Brighton over

ume that it wasn't intention-
eek's close askociation with

i .1$i

TE of Rhunswood Dr. would
s(nlxm about; St. Bernards.
Imale dog can weigh as much
n't eat nearly as much as one

would think. Six cups of dry chow and one of regu-
lar each day I8 encugh to keep them :sleek and sat.
istied. She also reporied that therg are several
members of the Michigan St. Bernard Club in Far.
mington and that their doggie appeared on channel

8 8 TV last Monday. @ongratulations or vool, woof

it friend St. B. reads

the columa, :
by ;hlrley berger

also great library habitues
At term paper time, they ov-
erflow the library's 50 seals

Pre-schoolers crowd the
children's section at story
hour time.

During the summer, more
children’s books circulate than
adult’s.

Mrs. Droege calls this youth
activity “a point in use of the
library.”

Farmington r:sldenu are
strong on reading re-
views and coming to Mrs.
Droege with requests for the
books to be placed on the
shelves — despite the great
number of them who belong to
the Book of the Month Club.

b T
" n”a;

A BUSY SATURDAY at Farmington lerary l'lnds all

mnmm b

chairs filled and Librarian Mrs. Helen Findlay checking

in two piles of books.

COST OF buying these
hooks has doubled in the last
10 years. A $2 book now sells
for 84.

Something like Jayne's
~Fighting Ships™* sells for $30-
$10. The Library has a copy
on the reference shell.

A book like this i purchased
with memorial fund and gift
monics. Such fund; purchased
the, Library's $100 set of
Groves™ “Dictionary of Music
and Musicians,” also on the
reference shell.

Gift money is donated to the
Library by the AAUW, through
its annual book sale, and vari-
ous service clubs, The Ques-
ters give money for books on

Very Practical

antiques and the Farmington
Garden Club has bullt up a
good local collection of books
on gatdening and flower ar-
vanging, which people come
from Detroit to use.

Says Mrs. Droege, “The
whole community 'is building
this library, not just the staff
and Library Board. I have
even gathered some lovely old
editions of classics from gift
hook collections. Some of these
cannot be bought snymore.”

Farmington now has 22,000
registered bo ok  borrowers.
With just 26,2 books on th:
Library's shelves, the upsurge
in borrowing figures out in
fine percentages.

Loning, Plan
Dedisions
Face City

A number of zoning and
planning decisions face Far-
ntington city officials in the
next few weeks.

No governmental ageney is
scheduled to meet Jan. 30, the
fith Monday of the month,
but the City Council faces a
commercial zoning decision on
Feb. 6 that will affect expan-
sion of an auto agency.

"“THE 'COUNCIL two weeks
ago heard homeowners protest
a propgsed change southwest
of Grand River and Sherwood.
Ford Motor Co. seeks a
change [from R-1.P (customer
parking) to C-2 (commercial,
allowing storage of cars).

‘The property would be used
by a Lincoln-Mercury agency
on me‘norm side of Grand
River.

.Ford | representative J. D.
Spnks' said the company
plans to tear out several old
homes pn the property, which
would remove the danger of
childreo playing in them.

After| the hearing, the coun-
cil delayed a decision until the
Feb. 8 meeting.

THE , CITY Plapning Com-
missio will conduct a public
hearing a week later, on Feb.
13, at 8 p.m. in the council
cnnmbérs on an amendment
to the master plan government
the 457 acres which the city
annexed at the end of last
year. !

i Two weeks ago, the council
Appmved two new zoning elas-
:lmm,ns for the area—R-1-C
(country estates) ‘and R-1.D
{epen space) in an effort to
set up & type of zoning similar
to the ‘township's.

“ The fuunlry estates zone re-
quires ,minimum_lot sizes of
15,0000 ; square feet with at
least 100 feet of width and al-
lows nd more than 25 per cent
caverage of the lot by a build-
ing. This zoning would cover
Woodczoft Subdivision.

i The dpen space zoning would
allow smaller lot sizes, but it
would Also require open space
for recpeational areas in order
to control building density. It
would be used in such areas
as Chatham Hills, ‘a *planned

unit”

Planners OK

Capital

Open space acquisition and
improvements in the down-
town off-strcet parking pro-
gram are two of the chief
items that will be recnmmend

Plan

der its open space program.
Off-street parking is seen as
2 $10,000 item in the coming
year—a $105,000 total program
over the next five )urs, when
special bonds

ed to the F. City
Council for inclusion in the
1867 budget.

Widening of Farmington
Road from Eight to Nine Mile
Roads and a water and sewer
program for Woodcroft Subdi-
vision are also recommended.

The Planning Commission
suggests them as part of a
$44,600 capital improvement
program for the fiscal year
that begins next July 1.

Approved last Monday by
the Planning Commission, the
capital plan will go to the
Council at its Feb. 6 meeting.
The council has final author-
ity over the budget.

THE PLANNING Commis-
sion visuhlizes a $139,600 open
space acquisition program
over four years. One-fourth
would come from city funds,

are included.

Widening of Farmington
Road for a mile is an estimat.
ed $258,000 program, with the
city paying one-fourth of the
cost over a 15‘year period
from its share of state gas
and weight tax returns,
state. would provide the re-
mainder of the cost. The 1967
city .share is estimated at
38,100, ¢

The Woodcroft sewer And

Traffic Toll
Rates Mixed;
urglaries Up

. News stories from the police usually concern the single
accident in which someone is killed or injured or the single
case of a killing. To put the problems in‘a little better per-
spective, The Enterprise waded through nearly three dozen
pages of pollce agency annual report statistics in order to
find trends in two of the major areas—traffic accidents
and burglaries. Here is what we found:

A 10 per cent lower traffic
accident rate in the city and a
15 per cent higher rate in the
township were revealed in the
1966 annual reports of the two
Farmington police agencies.

Both, however, reported 2
sharp increase in the number
of burglaries for the year.

CITY POLICE Chief Robert
F. Deadman said there were
409 motor vehicle accidents on
public rights of way in 1966, a
drop of 10 per cent from the
year pefore.

Deadman Illribuled the de-
cline to stepped-up enforce-
ment with a new radar car

‘and improved traffic engineer-

ing. The major traffic engi-
neering changes were the re-
moval of parking on much of
Grand River Avenue and bet-
ter striping of lanes.

Property damage accidents
dropped to 321, compared to
350 the year before. Personal
injury accidents dropped b
nearly onedfifth to 88 con-
pared to 108 in 1965. The'e
were no fatalities either yerr.

The number of moving vo.
lations issued by city poli ¢,
on the other hand, hax gqvd.
rupled over the-last five ye rs.
* There were 466 issued in
1962; 756 In 1963; 1,234 in 1964;
1,563 in . mes—lnd a whopplng
2104 last yea

WNSHIP POLICE Chiel
Irvlng Yakes' report : showed
the total number of accidents
in which persons or property
were harmed increased by
about 15 per cent—to 1,038 in
1966 compared to 899 the year
before.

The breakdown in the town-
ship statistics for 1966:

«13 fatalities compared to
five in 1965,

® 388 personal injury acci-
dents, up 14 per cent from the
prior year's 339, .

® 653 property damage acci-
cidents, up 16 per cent from
the 560 of 1865.

Ylk:s ‘attributed the - in-
creases 10 a combination of
higher population, with its
corresponding increase in traf-
fic, and {o “people who just
drive "

ly in both the city and town-
sblp last year.

iWhere crimes such as auto
theft or fraud and embezzle-
njent have held steady and

* eVen declined. the number of

burglaries and atiempts has
increased nearly every year
for the past five. In 1962, less
than 40 were. reported to city
policy; .in 1965, the number
hiad grown to 55 last year it
swelled to 92.

‘Township sutislics are less
cemprehensl\e, but they show
te same pattern. In 1965,
thiere were 215 cases, when
one lumps actual break-ins,
attempted break-ins and a
cduple of safe crackings. Last
year, the number exactly dou-
bled—to 430.

The percentage of township
burglaries actually *“closed”
by police, however, rose some-

what. “You arrest a couple of
kids, and it may solve 25 or-
more cases,” explained Chief
of Detectives Russ Conway.

City police in 1966 arrested
14 juveniles for burglary com-
pared to just onc the year be-
fore. On the other hand, ar-
rests of juveniles for liquor
law violations declined sub-
stantially and for disorderly
conduct plummeted. On bal-
ance, practically the same
number were arrested for all
types of crimes in 1966 (119)
as _in 1965 (115).

ON THE WHOLE, Farming-
ton city and township hardly
qualify as a ‘'sin den"

The Enterprise has learned,
however, that a New York
magazine specializing in indi-
vidual police cases is looking
into a 1965 case here for a fea-

_ture story.

Sex Education
Pilot €lasses Set

After two years of determin-
ing the needs and"preparing a
suitable syllabus, Farmington

School District and the Mer-
rill Palmer Institute are ready
to/move ahead with a pioneer-
ing program'in sex education.

Dr. Armin. Grams, director
of ‘the experiment from the In-
stuule explained the goals and
procedures to the Board of
Eviundon Il its Monday cve-
ning meetd

mrected primlrﬂy toward

{enu of very young chil-

classes which will be set
up; by the adult education de-
pmmml will nevertheless be
opén to any interested adult.

As Superintendent Gerald V.
lerison pointed out, the pro-
gram must have community
wide support to be of .maxi-
mum benefit. It is hoped that
teachers, clergy, and those in-
volyed with youth guidance
will participate.

TWO PILOT classes of about
20 members each are now in
progress at Cloverdale and
Elementary

Township police also issued
more tickets last yesr,  al:
though a change in reporting
procedures made it difficult
to compare the various 1966
classifications with 1965,

BURGLARY was another
matter. It increased marked-

Schools and are being very
enthusiastically recelved. Lar-
ry ,Friedman,
man James Brush, is in
charge of one, and the other is
under the instruction of Dr.
Jack Cleveland and Mrs. Jean
Ralph.

wilh  backup

These Instructors were se:
lected from a tralning course
for 17 indlviduals which was
held earlier in the fall at Far.
mington High School “under
the direct supervision of the
Merrill Palmer personncl.

Additional people will be-
come teaching teams for more
six week periods as soon asg
they can be set up. Ultimately,
it is hoped that cach elemen:
tary school will offer one such
course,

A GRANT of $2,50 from
the McGregor Fund has been
forthcoming o provide the
necessary and helpful visual
aids which supplement such a
course.

There has been :oopcraunn
from the public library with a
reference shelf made avail
ble for use of the parent:
students.

Dr. Grams is excited about
the Farminglon pioncer prof:
ect and says that he has since
received inquiries from at
least 20 other communities
which feel the need for a sim-
ilar approach to a vastly im.
portant subject.

He hopes that Farmington
may provide the necessary in-
spiration and » counseling to
these other intcrested local-
ities.

water item is an
$150,000 total program, with
most_of it to be financed by
special assessments of about
$1,000 each against 125 lots.
Looking to the future, the
Planning Commission suggests
the city fathers think about a
municipal building expansion

with $10000 recommended
from city funds for fiscal 1967.
The State Conservation De-
partment would be the source
of the rest of the money un-

New Apartments
To Be Started

Besides the industrial projects that have been announced
in Farmington Township recently, builders last week were
set lko start on nearly a third of a million dollars in apartment
work.

The township authorized one community building, five
apartment buildings with a total of 54 units, and one gasoline
station.

Total value on these building permits was listed at $347,-
600. allowing for land values and some equipment costs, It
represenis a total investment of perhaps a half-mlilion dollars.

In the 32000-block of Willoughby, south of 12 Mile Road
and neaf Kendallwood Shopping Center, Standard Construc-
tion Co. jof Detroit will put up a $15,000 community building,
an 18-unit apartment building at $90,000 and ul()unix apart-
ment building at $50,000.

Echo Valley Apartments, of Ferndale, reeened the go-
ahead oh two apartment buildings of eight units each at a
cost of $80,000 each. They will be located on the south side of
12 Mile between Farmington and Orchard Lake Roads.

Mobil Qil Ca. received permission to construct a $32.600
service Station northwest of Grand River Avenue and 196
near Haggerty Road.

program of $100,000 sometime
around 1969 and participation
in an Oakland County inciner-
_ator project, also about three
years away.

ROME AT CLOVERDALE — Mrs. Sharon
Maher's sixth grade social studies class at
Cloverdale Elementary School enjoyed learn-

ing about the Roman Empire so much that

ll declded to hold a Roman banquet, Mindy;
Swartz Is being served by (from left) Duane’
Dix, Wally Candler and Morrie Holz,



