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In Our Opinion .

ANewspaper’s Tradition—

* And How It Will Be Continued

By PHILIP
Publisher

H. POWER

apers an informed and probing curi-
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‘even the high standards already set.
© We will try to bring to these news-

. " P:
This issue marks the 27th annivers- osity about everything of local interest,
‘from sewage to high school football,

ary of the Observer papers.
It also marks the end of the first

‘from racial discrimination to good re-

month that [ have been on the job, full cipes, from local politi¢s to neighbor-

time, as publisher.
Anniversaries are always

taking stock, to write a bit about the '3 newspaperman's most deeply held
past, and glancing into the future. o ron
. It seems appro?lriale, therefore, to :tween fact and opinion;

e past of one news- i of fact belong in the news columns and

write a bit about t

‘hood goings on.

a time for We will do thi

iethic: That there is a

1
is in a way that reflects

ldi({erence be-
hat statements

paper, the Livonian Observer, and :expressions of opinion belong on the
about the future of eight newspapers, . editorial page.

the Observer Newspaper Group, of :newspaperman wants to slant it. If a

which the Enterprise is a part.
.

{newsman wants

In short, we

+ he writes an editorial. |
. IF THERE has been one thing which !

ews is news; no real

to express an opinion,

Ve O WERZEZ| T

will rin an accurate
)

characterized the papers in the past, it | and fair newspaper.

Has been guts. Not fanciness. Not pre- .
tision. Not razzle-dazzle. But plain, sim- . good newspaperman’s. dream: To
ple, straight guts and courage.
‘Courage means to have taken an un-
papular or controversial editoriat posi-

tion and to have stuck to it.

~ “To have had courage is to have had !
the imagination and the will power to | will take an interest in
rulilics is a vital par
ife, where decisions tHat affect us all

Nave had a dream about a

#tnd about how it could prosper and be- |

wme great.

= To have had courage means to have : that a personal note is
ug out the unpleasant facts behind the : the record quite clear.
land sheen of local government. It: i
eans to have printed them, reg |
of threats of retaliation, just to have !
made sure that the public was served : paper Group, many

: out the best paj
1 will do so with
ity, We will try

We will work to mhke true every

b wt
er in the country. We
imagination and audac-
new ideas and experi-

: ments with new processes.

newspaper :

; are made. In th

As anuipglviglita], I

THESE NEWSPAPE?RS. of course,

politics because
of our public

pm

is connéction, 1 believe
needed to set

:;m a Democrat.

5

ap 1 am a
Since I joined [The Observer

man.
News-
eople have won-

with the only commodity a newspaper ! dered, some out loud, if the fact that

can sell in news stories or advertise-| I am a Democrat who happens to pub-

oo i lish some newspapers would automatic-

To have guts is tiring, lonely, sad.: ally make those newspapers into slant-
Sometimes it's a little disillusioning. : eded, Democratic sheet;s.

ments, the truth.

Always it’s hard.

" To those who write them (and hope-

1 will not.
When, as pub

lisher, 1 feel the Demo-

tully, to some of those who read them): crats are‘being silly oristupid, I intend
newspapers are alive, motivated by a: to say so in an editorial. I intend to do
irit and a commitment, a posture in: the same thing with the Republicans.

the world and an ethic. Without these, !

These newspaglers will be run as

a newspaper is just another dead piece’ newspapers, not as a vehicle for any.
0 . . ' one group, party,'organization or indi-
1t is only this spirit which permits a: vidual. [ :

of paper with print on it.

newspaper to play its true role: A pub-;

lic conscience.

. These papers have tried ta play this! ment.

role in the past.

The spirit of courage which has mo-i The Observer Nbwspdper Group: T
fivated the paper will be, I pledge, the: serve the public jas g'p fence. and
same spirit which will drive the group; the people with the truth.

! We look forward to the years ahead

in the futurc..
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| LIVING UP to the Standards of the

: lic as a whole

This, then, is

' with a sense of

Fora newsrapelr must serve the pub-

and not just one seg-
i |
aur spirit and goal at

and
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excitement, and we in-

vite you to join with us in the grand

past is not easy, but all of us will try. adventure of building a great news-

;'\n(l we're going to try to
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5 Years Ago

FEBRUARY 15, 1962

, Exchange Prexy
: New officers and directors
of the Farmington Exchange
Club were Installed last week
with Floyd A. Cairns, Town-
ship Clerk, taking over the
reins as president.
" Lights Out
: The Farmington Board of
Education voted unanimously
Monday night against a pro-
posal for the lighting of the
Farmington Senior High ath-
fetic field to permit a night
{ootball schedule and other
outdoor nighttime  activities
and programs.
h Cornmunity College
: The Oakland County ‘Board
of Education has now en-
dorsed in principle a proposal
for the formation of a county
community college and is pro-
teeding with a detailed study
n all aspects of the proposal
Supt. G. V. Harrison stated in
a report to the Farmington
Board of Education Monday
night.

Library llelp

. Support for the Farmington
District Library from penal
fines which are levied in the
tity and township will be forth-
roming if a state bill intro-

go beyond paper.

_ *
Back in

duced by Rep Hans C. Ras-

the

'
City pdlice and fire depart-

mussen and co-starred and co- ments, (has been drafted by
d by Rep d  Earl city manager,
L. Baker sta ahd will be d to the

te tep:
for this district, is passed into
law. .

10 Ygaré Ago
FEBRUARY M4, 1957

Fifth in County
In spite of a general decline
in the number of mew home
bullding petmits during 1956,
Farmington: Township contin-
ued to gain in relationship to
other communities in Oakland
County. It :now places fifth
with 641 permits issued dur-
ing 1956,
Tax Statements -
Township ' residents are be-
ing reminded this week that
February 28 is the final date
for final payment of school
and county ;taxes without pen.

alty. P
Kendallwood School

Revised plans for the new
elementary ; school to be con- -
structed at the Kendallwood
School site :were approved by
the School Board Monday
night after a detailed study of
the plans submitted by the
architect. -

Combined Departments

A proposed ordinance, pro-

viding for -the integration of

City Council at Its regular
meeting next w

js Years Ago
| FEBRUARY 14, 1352

\
{ March Successfal
d_over{ $3,500 was collected
drive conducted in the south.
westerr| Oakland County Chap-
tér area, it was announced
onday by Pierre Delmon-
tler, chapter director.

! "Street Improvements

A survey of projected street
improvements for the City of
Farmington has been filed
with the State Highway Dept.
under the new Highway Act of
1851, James Tennant, city
manager, announced Tuesday.
| Weacher in Print

Mr. Robert Benjamin, Far-
mingtoh High art instructor,
Will publish a book on the his-
tory of Mackinac Island this
spring] .

| Book Rental

New, literature text books
for sophomore English stu-
dents are being rented for fif.
ty cents this semester to save
$tudents the expense of buying
another book.
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Ta the Editor:

The Oaklund County Road
Commission wishes to thank
the citizens of Oakland County
for their patience and under-
standing during the past week.

1t has been & trying time for
everyone and the inconven-
ience created by the storm has
been frustrating to the road
crews as well as to the motor-
ing public.

ree hundred and twenty-
five employees, manning 100
pieces of equipment have

ked around the clock in an
etfort to keep trunk lines, pri-
micry and secondary roads
passable. Subdivision streets
were plowed as soon as the

ipment could get to them.
The warm weather preceding
the storm made gravel roads
soft under the blanket of
snow; as a result, extra time
was required freeing equip-
ment that became stuek.

Abandoned cars left unat-
tended in the travel portion of
rdads and sometimes locked,
hampered efforts in snow
plowing even more.

Many citizens complain be-
cause their driveway entranc-
es are plowed full of snow af-
ter they have cleaned them

Public Letterdox

plowed-out the minimum num-
ber of lanes on the express-
ways and main roads in a
reasonably short time. But
where were they during the
remainder of the week? |

it appeared to me (and to
other Farmington Township
individuals who commented
about the situation) that noth-
ing else was done after the ini-
tial minimum scraping.

For example: As of Thurs-
day, February 2 (one week
after. the first snowfall), the
main roads were only narrow-
1y plowed; almost none of the
main-road intersections had
their. turn-lanes cleared;
Northwest and Southwest
bound 1696 had traffic lanes
which were not cleared at the
Telegraph intersections; morth
bound Southfield Freeway had
the same situation at the 1696
intersection. .

The main entrance to Ken-
dallwood 2 and 3 subdivisions
(of approximately 400-500 resi-
dents) had one |lage
plowed Sunday night with a
plow about seven foot wide
leaving unplowed snow 4 inch.
es deep beneath the blade.

After one week with' the
snow residents entering these

e oo K.

out. It is there are
200,000 driveway entrances in
Oakland County, and for the
road crews to clean them out
along 2,700 miles of roads
that require plowing would be
impossible to do.

Aiding doctors and nurses
and even the stork in emer-
gencies many times have
stalled a continuous effort for
cleaning roads.

.With additional snow aceu-
mulating, the Oakland County
Road Commission will find it
necessary to plow roads again.
Many areas will be widened
out to assure safe driving for
the public and a place for
more snow to be plowed,
should we have more snow fall
ia Oakland County.

. Qakland County
! Road Commission
Dear Sir:

'Where was Oakland County
Road Commission (snow re-
moval) when we needed
them?

"After the snowfall last
Thursday night (January 27),
the Oakland County Road Com-
mission seemed 1o have

Drive would have to reverse
and back out into the traffic
lane of 12 Mile Road if a car
was coming out of the subdi-
vision; .other times when
meeting an approaching car
coming in the one lzne, ooe
would have to attempt to pull
into a driveway until oncom-
ing (subdivision) traffic. had
passed.

All of the above cases of un-
cleared thoroughfares create
dangerous and congesting sit-
uations. The situation was
brought to the attention of the
Oakland County Road Com.
mission on three separate
days, and once to the atten
tion of the Farmington Town-
ship Supervisor with no re.
sults,

Granted, the snow was of a
heavy-crusted variety, but it
would have had been 'more
bearable if the situation im-
proved visibly from day to

day.

When we first moved into
the township several years
ago, snow plowing service was
prompt and thorough. Even

A}

after the jintense snow storm
of February, 1965, the service
was acceptable. .
{udgingi from the' present
sitdation, I think that the Qak-
land Counly Road Commission
should stepup with adequate
equipment and manpower to
do their job in a proper man-
ner for the taxpayers in this
ares. :
| Sincerely, :
| Thomas F. Adams

Dear Editor: !
Since the recent heavy snow
falls, it is a disgrace to see
how many people have made
no attempt whatsoever: to
clear their sidewalks. Some
have shoveled their driveways
to get their cars out but can't
or won't| shovel théir side-
walks, Are they just plain
fazy or don't they care that
their family, neighbors, school
children, Lmﬂkmen. mailmen,
et¢. can’t walk dovn their
sidewalks? If someote should
become injured they
suit.
he town-
ity of Farniington is

ed after
services
ery  are

i
little considera-
our side-
flear. the
side walks, then keep them
people can walk with

stopped.
Let's show a

22247 North Brandon
Fatmington, Mich. 48024

Cherry Feslivjul
Lures |C'ville Band

Clarenceville's High School
band hak received | approval
from the Board of Education
and tentatively plans to par-
ticipate in the National Cherry
Festival at Traverse.City July
12 to 15, 1967. Highlighting the
four festival days will be a
band competition.
First and second place win.
ners will receive a trophy and
cash awhrd. H

A fund-seeking program is
being cansidered to' help de-
fray the cost of transportation
and lodging of those who will
take part.

Detroit's.

:Usual Fire-

2345678910
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Tuesday At 11

LUNCH and dinner tlme ars the most common hours ’

]

for l{ret o start In the City of Farmington, according to
the Public Safety Department’s 1966 annual report. A third
common hour was 8 p.m., shortly after businesses close for
the night. The big lesson: Fires get started when people

are |!|osl active.

WEEKENDS, when people are away from thelr homes,
tends to be a slower time for fires, the clty fite report ),
shows. Tuesday and Friday ae the top dayi'¥er blares —
but 1t's best to be careful every day. .

Window Shows
CubMomenioes

Cub Pack 48 of Bond School
is demonstrating its actirlli?s
with an interesting display in
Gabes |Shoe Store window, lo-
cated ‘in Kendallwood Shop-
ping Center. The Display Com-
mittee iof Mrs. Mary Harvard,
Mrs. Pauliné Jewsbury -and
Mrs. Jean Dougherty gathered
material from all the boys of
Pack 48. X

Cub Scouting teaches spgrts-
manship as demonstrated by
Charles Kapernaros' first
place ‘swimming trophy, .Mi-
chael Sharp’s all. star bascball
trophy! and Roger Newlln's,
Joe Zott's, and Mark Kraus'
awards for Pinewood Dérby
Racing. v

Cub | Scouting promotes 3
love of nature as indicated by
Greg Babiarz’s bird house-and
Robert Lee's tree studies.

Cub :Scouting urges respect
for country, Kent Harvard has

Mi,‘f.s Brown
Wins .D.AR.
Job Award

Following in the footsteps
of her predecessors, Sandy
Schulze, 1065, @ hea
Schwartz, ‘1966, Senior Mar-
garet ;Brown won this year's
Daughiters - of the American
Revolution (D.A.R.) Good Cit-
izen's} Award.

in response, Peg sald, It
comes as & surprise to me,
and 1 am greatly honored.”

Peg| now competes for, the
state award which consists of
a $100 U.S. government bond,
a gift from ihe National So-
ciety, and a $50 bond from the
State' Society. The state win-
ner is selected upon the bgsis
of her answers to a question-
naire’ dealing with & knowl-
edge of citizenship.

Peg has been very active in
her three years at F.H.S. She
bas been & class officer and &
Student Council representative
since’ she. was a sophomore,
and in her junior year she was
electéd to attend Girl's State.
There she; was elected as City
Party Chairman of Shepard
City.i She has also been a
member of the French Club
for threc years. i

A fea honoring Peg and oth-
er D.A.R. winners is scheduled
for Monday, February 13.

a collection of Kennedy me:
mentocs. N

Cub Scouling -encourages
hobbies: Byran Bennett and
Tom Takai have shell collec.
tions; Mark Parker creates
model airplanes; Steve Jews.
bury saves posteards from his{
torical places; Mike Neitzel
collects stamps. '

Cub Scouting furtners sports
enthusiasts: Paul Gobeille and
John Jorgenson have skiing
scrap books; Pete Colucel and -
Dave Williams have football
serapbooks, A rchic Black's
scrapbook with its' heand-made
wooden cover is .devoted to
Space Articles. !

Cub Scouting develops
crafts: Den 5 made copper
plates, Den 7 made pinecone
center pieces for Christmas;
Den 2 created all the props
for their Pack Meeting Bat
Man Skit; Hank Robbins dis-
played his Christmas candlet
Robert and Richard Milchell
made clever paper weights
and pin cushions. - .

Other achievements co rcI
in the Cubbing Program’ ar
also represented .in the dis-
play. Cubs learn of their com-
munity through field trips;
Cubs gain a respect for flag
and country through knowl:
edge of flag ceremonics. Ree:
ords and song .books tell of
Cub Scout fun singing. Cub
Scouting  stimulales scholar-
ship, and many of the boys
donaled books from their per-
sonal libraries. -

A Cub Scout gains knowl-.
edge in cooking—but no Cub
has claimed the burnt frying
pan In the corner of the dhf
play! H

Pancake .Supper
At East Jr. High

The Parent-Teacher-Student
Association at East Junior
High will sponsor its second
annual pancake supper at the
school Tuesday, March 7.

“Mr, Pancake, Wally John-
son. will do the cooking. Pric-
es are $1.25 for adults, 75
cents for students'and an econ-
omy package of $5 for the
family. - ,

Pancakes and sausages wil
be served from 5:30 to 7 p.oi
and there will be no limit on
the number of seconds! v




