41 THE FARMINGTON ENTERPRISE

March 12, 196%

‘ In Our 0pinion Ce

Study Committee Digs Hard

For Municipal

Watching the meetings of the group
that now is calling itself the “Future

Farmington Aréa - Study

we've been impressed and encouraged.

‘This group, composed

government representatives and pri-

vate citizens, has taken

advice of its Michigan State University
consultants—it {s gathering factg first
and not jumping to conclusions about
armington city and township
ought to consolidate or become sepa-

whether

rate cities.

It's a refreshing change in the rather
sad pattern of incorporations arid an-
nexations that Michigan has seen un-
der its legalistic home rule city act.

Usually, a group which wants' a
change in its boundaries or its munici-
pal status hires a lawyer first. The
, has gone to
men who are experts in governmental
problems—political scientists, econom-
icists, sociologists. In fact,
staff of the MSU institute which'is

study committe¢, instead,

helping the Farmington

isn't a single person identified as; a

lawyer. |
In a Jan. 29 editorial,

endorsed Gov. Romeny's proposal for a
State Boundary Commission, we point-
cd out that the present state law speaks
in terms of legal procedures—petitions,
legal descriptions, elections and so on.

“What the law fails miserably to
to provide economic,
sociological, population density and en-
gineering standards for annexation and

do,” we said, i

incorporation. The law

people will do| this themselves; but
things don’t always happen this way.”

Well, at this point in Michigan his-
tory. there is still no Boundary Com-
mission. Nevcrllxleless. the study com-

Children Could

Facts, Not Emotions

mittee is trying to do the job anyway.
Chairman John Richardson has ap-
b ittees to gather facts

on population (present and projected)
the economic base and land use, home
construction, e x i st in g governmental
units, public controls over land use;
public utilities and education. ]

The committee gives every appear:
ance of wanting to conduct a hard-
nosed search for the facts: There have,
upon o¢ been vague it
of “community spirit” and other emo-
tional intapgibles, but these haven't
predontinated happily.

1t has béen encouraging, too, to see
rep i of the “Far
Township Citizens Council for Commu-
nity. Development” attending the study
comittee ; meetings. (You wouldn't
guess it from the name, but the Citi-
zens Council for Community Develop-
ment is the group that circulated peti-
tions asking for an election on incor-
porating part of the township as the
City of Farmington Hills.)

The Citizens Council representatives
haven't taken an active part in the
study. But:the mere fact that they are
interested in the factual approach to
municipal government, rather than con-
tining themselves to the legalistic ap-
proach; is a good sign.

It's a serious, difficult business —
this decision of whether our 36 square
miles should be one big city or a jig-
saw. puzzle:of small ones. The decision
should: be iguided by cold, hard facts
rather than college fraternity-type feel- .
ings aboutiwho’s part of “the commu-
nity” and who isn't.

And:so we are impressed and encour-
aged so far by the work of the Future
Farmington Area Study Committee.
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of both local

seriously the

in the entire

group, ' there
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Look Towardéi

‘Helping Hands’ In An Emergency

PTA groups will be contacted in the
coming weeks for aid In the “Heiping
Hands™ project, aimed at providing
places of refuge for children in distress.

As the sponsoring Farmington Jay-
cee Auxiliary explains it, two homes in
each block would display wordless
signs with a picture of a hand. Children
would be taught to go.there for help if
molested or endangered in any way.

The PTAs will be asked to help se-
lect the homes for the “Helping Hands”
signs. A list of these homes will be held
by police departments, which have en-

dorsed the project.

5 Years Ago

Summer School

Plans have now been laid to
initiat> 2 summer school train-
ing program in the Farm
(wn public school system be-
ginning this summer if enough
Interest in  participating i
shown on the part|of parents
and students. |
Poo! Study

A study into the tosts which
would be involved in building
and operating a year-around
indoor swimming gool through

Ther:e is,i to be sure, widespread con-
cern in the metropolitan Detroit area
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ers transported their

! township in America Had a grist mill to which farm-
grain by horse and wagon. Re-
! calling Farmington's early farming days is this pic-
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; In Old Farmington, Grist Mills Were vlmp@rtant

i During the 19th century, almost every town and
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ture of the old Power Mill which stood just north of
Grand River on the west side of Power Road. The
mill was there as late as 1912, serving area resi-
still farmed their land into ‘he early 20th

dents'who

century.
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Ihe school systemd for both
school and community use as
well as the cost for construcl-
ing an auditoriunl has been
catled for by the Farmington

Board of Education.

lution approved by the Town- Membars of the Board of
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over crime — particularly senseless DA
fnme%}::gninst the weak and defi = :
ess. This : concern has bordered at . \
times an panic. Le tters to i - : l
Yet the “Helping Hands” project is i . 3 ; |
not a “panic” sort of program. It's a The Ed ltor #h - :
level-héaded effort of neighbors to help e R
neighbors in the sort of emergency that  Dear Editor:’, :
could strike in even the best of neigh- Every Oakland County citl- !
borhoods. It's a healthy preventive pro-  2¢n ¢an help to buy and pre-
gram, far more desirable than a shrill :e;:: ‘y:’:{:fh’; ":y"‘:&:i :
‘rjnulﬁzﬂ after a crime has been com-  Corrihitions 1o Eastern
H Michigan Nature Association’s
TIMBERLAND COMMITTEE,
: Box 128, Davisburg, Michigan,
19.
$ - 4 Timberland Swamp Nature
00 lng ac ln e l es Sanctuary, in the Anderson-
i . ville Swamp;near Davisburg,
is one of the few true wilder-
| | : ness areas left in lehn‘:
County. Its 160 acres contal :
10 Years Ago 16 Years Ago o cave plantar some ¥
MARCH 14, 1957 MARCH 13, 1952 virgin hardwood trees, deer i
i and small animals. Its star 4
Raises Due? Cagers Tumble attraction qery_yelr is the

Should the salaries of Farm«  Doth the Farmington Falcon blooming of ;millions of wild- ~
ington Township officlals be and the Clarenceville Trojan flowers, some of them extinct :
raised? Do we pay a “living ba-ketball teams were elim- elsewhere, hetween April 25 N
wage” for these fulltime jpated in their initial games and May 20.| X '
jobs? A study groupiof the of thz District cage tourna- Before the sanctuary is H
Farmington AAUW fecently ment held last week-end at opened to the public on April 1
considered these and other Bentley Migh School, Livonia. 30, the Timberland Committee
questions on Township ‘govern: Barn Blaze must raise $3,000, Every pen-
ment and came up with some A spectacular fire early Sat. Y will be used to acquire ad-
interesting informatiun and urday evening completely de- dg(icml acres in the Anderson-

i " Stroyed a storage barn and 51 ville Swampand ofher sites in
Annoal Meeting $et . fons of hay located on Eleven sa,llxlth;:sller;‘ M;:m!;ﬂ-“mum’ .

The annual meeting (of Far- Ajle Rd, about a half mile Wi eft € : H
mington Township hds been east of Middlebelt, Leo Hen. are, and held In permanent Stal"spallgled way to save abundle ‘
set for 1 p.m. on Saturday, dryx, fire, chief, reported. public trust for future genera- ; . «

March 30, according to 2 reso- New High o the EMNA is working Instead of stowing away your loose  horizons of freedom throughout .

Reglonals

The Farmington !lligh School
tasketball team | will meet
Dearborn High School's quin-
tet tonight, MarcH 15, in the
first round of the State Re.
gional Basketball Tournament
belng held at Eastern Michi-
gan University in: Ypsilanti

East Jr. High

Preliminary skefches for the
new East Junior High School
were approved by the Board
qf Educatien Monday night

Edueation of the Farmington
‘Township Schoo! District ap-
proved final plans for the new
high school building at & regu-
lar meeting of the Board held
Monday night.

Meters

ship Board Tuesday evening.
Building Goes H
Another familiar landmark
in the annuals of Farniington’s
history - will be soon: just a
part of the memories of Far.

nly

10 buy and freserve these last
remnants of the beauty that
once covered our entire state.
They are not provided for by
any state agency.

Such unspoled
fast

mington of yesterypar. A
building that has housed all
the ministers of the First
Methodist Church since the
congregation moved the
church to the Grand River lo
cation is to be tora to the
ground. .

Parking meter hoars will
be one of the main toples of
discussion at the next regular
meeting of the City Couneil to
be held Monday evening,
James Tennant, city manager,
stated this week.
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act today to save these bits of
yesterday for tomorrow. They
cannot be replaced.

Sincerely,

Mrs. G. W. Stark
To The Editor:

Re: Telegram to  Gov.
George Romney and Richard
Nixon.

Honorable Sir; 2s a Repub-
lican leader, consider this
Congress must approve
consular treaty by two-thirds,
which would require Republi.
can . support. Then coasulate
may be established in our
cities requiring only President
Johnson's approval, a Demo-
crat! Because President John-
son wears two hats, one — 1
won't let them win in Viet
Nam and two—hat in hand for
the other communists. 1 be-
lieve this inconsistency leaves
Republicans with a duty to
maintain any check possible
on President Johnson, 1 pro-
pose an amendment requiring
a two-thirds vote of the Senate
for approval of any consulate
locations In our Country or no
approval at all.

Bruce E. Duke
27714 Forestbrook

change in an old sock, turn it into

a bagful of U. S. Savings Bonds.

So you don't have much to start
with, The beauty of Savings Bonds
is that you don't need much to start
with. 63¢ a day will get you your

first crisp, new Bond in a month.

Building a bundle for your future
with Bonds is a safe, sensible move,
When held to maturity, your Bonds
are worth $4 for every $3 you in-
vest. And your Bonds convert easily
into cash when you need it.

There's & hidden bonus in every
Bond. It's the star-spangled feeling
you get from knowing that your
Bonds help your country while they
help you. Because your Bond dol-

lars are put to work

the world.

“If you'd like to see a Bond close-

up—with your name on ft—there’s
no time like the present for getting
started. A bundie of /Bonds is
security in the bag. :

ding the

Quick facts about
Series E Savings Bonds

You get back $4 for every §3 at
‘matarity

.V You can f:t your money when
)

you need

<

Your Bonds are replaced free if
lost, destroyed or stolen
You can buy Bonds where you
bank, or on the Payroll Bavings
Plan where you work *
Buy § Bonds for grewth—
H Bonds for current incoms

Buy U.S. Savings lipnds

STAR.SPANGLED SAVINGS PLAN

ee

SP4sa

* FOR ALL AMERICANS X

The 5, Government does nat pay for this ndeertisement. 1t is presen
senics in cooperation 1ith the Treasure Department and The Adcer|

publie
ouneil,

Farmington, Mich. 48024



