 The Farmington Enterprise

Official Publication for Farminglon City and Township
FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN

SEVENTY-NINTH YEAR — NO. 28

SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 1967

TWQ SECTIONS, 12 PAGES

10 CENTS

MudWoes:
ManyMoan

Hundreds of Farmington
Township residents called the
Oakland County Road Com-
mission to complain about
their muddy roads.

Dozens demonstrated to stop
trucks from driving on and
ripping up their streets to
reach the Powers Junior High
School construction site.

But so far, just a handful
of persons have taken the only
kiad of direction action that
will give them any permanent
aid—petitioning for street pav-
ing and asking to be assessed
for it.

“THAT'S THE ONLY way
they're going to get what they
want," said Township Super-
visor Curtis Hall, who has
watched the developments
with tied hands inasmuch as
the township government has
no_authority over local roads.

Township offictals are advis-
ing residents to circulate for-
mal petitions that begin "“The

lowing streets in said township
by ditching, draining and pav-
ing the same . . . and to assess
the cost thereof . . . in accord-
ance with benefits . . "

Sald Hall: “If we can get
Just three or four (paving prof-
ects) under way, that will be
kind of contaglous.”

A cheek with Clerk Floyd
Cairns showed that the num-
ber of paving petitions in cir-
culation could be counted on
the fingers of one hand.

TIEY ARE:

® Tarabusi Roseland Gar-
dens in Sec. 33, including all
or parts of Colfax, Bade, Cass,
E dna, Harlow, Rhonswood,
Arthur Place and

73 Colfax, a pelltion circu-
lator who began work Monday.

® Grand River Homes Sub.

division in Sec. 35 north of
Grand River and west of Mid-
dlebelt, and covering Purdue,
Colgate, Albion and Tulane.

Two housewives picked up a
petition form in the township’
office, Wednesday noon.

o Slnnydale north of Eight
Mile and east of Farmington
Road in Sec. 34. The circula-
tor, Matthew Ott, was quoted
as saying the petition work is
going well.

FewAct

® Old Farmington Colony
Subdivision in Sec. 25, south of
10 Mile and east of Middlebelt.
Streets include East and West
Newell Circle and Glencreek.
This form went out two or
three weeks ago.

® Stonewood Court in Frank-
lin Forest Subdivision in Sec.
1. It was filed once but must
be revised

ONLY THE Stonewood Court
petition, a little closer to com-
pletion, appears to have any
chance of getting actual pav.
ing during 1967, say township
officials.

The others will take until
spring or summer of 1968 be-
fore any concrete is in place.

The process is lengthy,
Cairns explained. First, there
must be checks of the signa-
tures on the petition and of
property titles. The process
gets extremely complicated in
the older, southern part of the
township, where houses have
been sold on land contract, and
then the original owners have
sold the land contracts.

After these checks, the
township must hold two public
hearings—one on the necessity
of the project and one on the
assessmen roll. Demonstra-
tlons in front of television
cameras don’t count.

The township must then ap.
ply to the Michigan Mumclpnl
Finance Commission for ap-
proval of the sale of bonds to
pay for the work. This can
tak® weeks or months.

‘The township must then ge!
bids from contractors for the
actual work. This is a three-
week job. Finally, the bonds
must be advertised and sold.

WIIAT WILL paving cost?

Hall said the cost will vary
with the difficulty of the work.
Blacktop, which lasts 12 to 15
years, may cost $5.50 to $6 a
front foot; concrete, which
lasts 25 to 30 years, will run
$7.50 to $8 a foot.

A typlcal assessment, the
supervisor said, may be $85 to
$100 & year for 10 to 15 years
at an interest rate of 6 per

cent.

He called the annual cost
cheap when compared to the
cost of two or three days off
work for a wage-earner or the
cost of a broken auto muffler
or tailpipe.

“They'd be money ahead by
golting their streets paved,"
he said

(See MUD, Page 2)
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JUST LOOK WHAT HAPPENED
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column. Chicks all over the place.
So maybe this week’s scribbling
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LAUNCHED UPON A BRAND new month, we

National Laugh Week, Chakrl Day, National Panic
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IIOW TO GET ACTI

dents of Sec. 33 are among leaders in
a petition drive to get streets perma-
nently paved in Roseland Gardens
Subdivision. From left: Mrs. Vernon

C2ed

Antis, 34129 Rhonsuood slgnln Cllf-

ford Antls, 21294 Cass, a reiative; and
Mrs. Kay Raleigh, 33973 Colfax. They
are standing by a car that has been
stuck on Colfax for more than a week.

No Contest
In Ho-Hum
City Vote

Ho, hum. There’s a city
election Monday.

It will be the first Farming-
ton election in recent years in
which there isn't 2 single con-
test on the ballot. All incum-
bents seeking re-election are
unopposed.

Polls in the four city pre-
cincts will be open from 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

TO BE ELECTED are three
city councilmen and two mu-
nielpal judges. There will not
be another election for coun-
cilman for two years.

The two councilmen polling
the highest number of votes
will be elected for four year
terms, the man
serve for {wo years.

g new terms as coun-
cilmen sre Hugho E. Peterson,
33724 Oakland, owner of Pete's
Barber Shop on Grand River;
Howard W. Thayer, 33603
Grand River, owner of Thayer
Funeral Home; and Ralph D.
Yoder, 31681 Lamar, super-
visor at Van Avery Sand and
Gravel Co., Novi.

Michael J. Hand, 32247 Cass
Ct., is seeking another term
as municipal judge, and Den.

nis J, Phepey, 32264 Valley- .

view Ct., another term as as-
sociate judge. Both are law-

yers.
Terms for judge expire Jan.
1, 1970, i
CITY CLERK Trena Quinn
says it is difficult to predict
the number of people who will

vote,
Fiftythree per cent of the

a state senatorship was on the
ballot,

Mrs. Quinn said a 45 per cent
turnout will be good. There
are 4,101 registered voters.

Drop Auto

Death Count

The neglige nt homicide
charge filed against Ruth A.
Walton, 32, of 2348 Glen
Ridge, Novi, was dropped in
the Farmington Township Jus-
tice Court last week.

Following an examination,
Justice of the Peace Byron
Walter refused to bind over
Mrs. Walton to the Circuit
Court for trial.

The charge was filed follow-
ing a two-car accident Jan. 21
on 10 Mile Rd. west of Grand
River. Richard E. Erwin, 12,
of 40401 W. 10 Mile Rd., Novi,
died of injuries suffered in the
aclMdent.

Kuhn Opposes
Income Tax Bill

State
R-West

Sen. (;eorge Kuhn,

limitations—the sales tax, by
e the cily in-

3

cast one
key votes Thursday
against Gov. Ramney's state
‘neome tax bill, which went
down to defeat 23 to 14.

Kuhn, who represents Far.
mington as part of his district,
was one of a handful of GOP
senators to oppose the tax re-
form package.

He based his opposition on
failure of the majority to buy
a number of suggestions
aimed at limiting the scope
of a state income tax,

THE CONSERVATIVE sen-
ator said that “historically in
Michigan all taxes have had

HML Industries
OpensFacilityIn
Industrial Park

Newly opened at 24140 Indus-
trial Park Drive is 35,000
square foot facility of HML
Industries, Hugh M Lockhart
president.

‘The new plant and adminis-
trative offices broadens the
Michigan sales base of the
company, which makes ma-
terials and handling equip-
ment for warehouses, depart-
ment stores and bakeries.

Recently named Michigan
sales manager was Charles C.
“Chuck" Kocsis, industrial
sales representative and
famed amateur golfer, He will
represent HML's line of stock
and merchandise transfer and
redistribution equipment.

Kocsis has been a top flight
amateur in golfing circlés for
more than 30 years.

of the

come tax, by law; property
taxes, by a 15-mill limitation
and city charter and so on.”
Kuhn said. earlier in the
week he voted for Sen. Robert
J. Huber’s proposed amend-
ment to require a vote of the
people before an income tax
effect. It lost 20 to 13.
Kuhn offered an amend-
ment of his own that would
requlre .a vote of the people
belon an income tax rate

How Court

eform May
| Affect Area

AN IN-DEPTH REPORT
oo o T,

By TIM RICHARD
¢ Enterprise Editor

Farmington's Municipal
Court and Township justice of
the peace courts would be
eliminated, and this area
would become part of a new
District Court system under
lower court reform plans now
in the Legisialure.

The District Court would
have two full-time judges and
expanded powers, in-one im-
portant bill.

Reason for the reform phus
is a provision of the new
constitution that wipes out Lhe
constitutional status of JPs
and Circuit Court commission-
ers at the end of 1968.

But the impending reform,
while welcomed and praised
by most students of law and
couris, will also raise some
serious administrative and po-
lice questions. Farmingion
public. officials have already
begun to think about them.

ONE BILL, sponsored by
Rep. J. Bob Traxler, D-Bay
City, and eight other House
members, would give Oakland
County 22 district judges in
eight divisions.

Farmington city and town-
ship would be in a division
with the cities of Northville
(Oakland segment) and South
Lyon and the townships of
Novi and Lyon.

This division would be 18
miles from east to west and
slx from north to south. It
would have two judges.

Other Oakland divisions
have from two to four judges.

The bill provides for' a $20,
000 annual state-paid salary
for district judges. Counties
could supplement these sal-
aries.

ALSO, TRAXLER'S bill
would:

® Not only abolish township
justice of the peace courts,
but municipal courts as well—
including Detroit’s Recorders
and Common Pleas courts —
and Circuit Court commis-
sioners.

® Place responsibility for lo-

cal courts on the stale rather
than on the cities and fown-
ships.
* Require that the few dis-
trict judges be fulltimers.
Farmington's two city judges
and two township justices are
part-timers.

Legally, the Legislature
could provide for the continu-
ance of JP couris by statute,
but the consensus of reform
advocates al lhe time of the
C ituti an:

could be

He withdrew the proposal,
however, when other lawmak-
ers objected that it was un-
constitutional inasmuch as one
legislature couldn’t bind an-

o
&

er.

Finally, Kuhn had sought to
remove cities’ power to levy
an income tax on non-resi-
dents as part of the price of
his support for a state income
tax. When the subject could-
n't be brought up for discus-
sion, Kuhn decided to oppose
a state income tax.

Local Teen Is
Pageant Finalist

Paula Pendergrass, who was
Miss Teen Farmington, fin-
ished as second runner-up in
‘Thursday’s “Miss Teen Great
Lakes Pageant" in Detroit's
Cobo Hall. She’s on the left in
the photo of local entrants on
Page- 1-B of today's Enter.
prise. Winner was Pam Mar-
tin, Miss Seaholm, Birming.
ham.

200 Show Science
Work At Dunckel

Une of 12 regional fairs for
the 10th annual Metropolitan
Detroit Science Fair will be
open to the public from 3 to 9
p.m. Saturday and noon to 3
p.m. Sunday at 0. E. Dunckel
Junior High School, 32800 12
Mile Road.

The local exhibit will include
displays by about 200 junior
and senior high school students
from southwest Oakland Coun-
ty.

Neil McCallum, 24197 Twin
Valley Court, a member of the
American Society of Safety

Engincers, is senior site rep-
resentative for the local fair.

Winners bere are eligible to
enter the Metropolitan Science
Fair in Cobo Hall April 1518,

Winners in the Detroit com-
petition will be given expense-
paid trips to San Francisco,
along with their teachers, to,
compete in the International
Science Fair in May.

Local entrants come from
an area bounded on the west
by the Oakland County line. on
|he east by US 24, on the north

Yy MS9 and on the south by
FIKM Mile Road.

now ‘is that Lhe lower court
system in Michigan needs a
thorough overhaul.

WHAT'S TO become of the
present courtrooms?

The City of Farmington's
courtroom doubles as a coun-
cil chamber and meeting room
for such bodies as the plan-
ning commission,

City Manager John Dinan
says it could continue as a
couttroom, although there
might be a shortage of office
space if the new District Court
is to have more functions and
more personnel than the ex-
isting Municipal Court.

Dinan polnts out that it
wonld be good for the judges
10 move around thelr divi-

Work Load
Too Heavy,
Clerk Quits

Alice Billiu, Wood Creex
Farms village clerk for seven
ynu. has resigned effective

May 1.

An interim lppolnlment will
have to be made by the vil-
lage council until the next elec-
lion in March 1968. The term
of office is two years.

Mrs. Billiu said that she did
not want o run for the post
last March but did so for Iack
of another candidate.

She is retiring for personal
relwnl and says she plans to

the sheet off her now sel.
dnn used loom.

For her mlz as clerk, she
has made one bedroom of her
home into a village office.
Wood Creek Farms has no
municipal building.

Mrs. Billiu lists the growth
of village business as one of
her reasons for quitting. She
says that seven years ago the
Jjob was not as demanding as
it is today.

sions. Otherwise, the public
and pollee officers who must
testify in court would lose too
much time traveling to other
parts of this 108.square mlle
division.

Township Supervisor Curtis
Hall would like to see the Dis-
trict Court located in the
township's offices.

He points out that the town-
ship is in the process of plan-
ning & major expansion of its
cramped offices and would be
happy to make room for a
District Couri. The state
would probably lease its facil-
ities from the unit of govern-
ment where the courtroom is
i0 be locaied.

TWO PROVISIONS in the
proposed District Court plan
are aimed specifically at the
township JP system.

One is that judges would
have to be lawyers. JPs may
be laymen. The change would-
n't have a practical effect on
Farmington Township, how-
ever, because both JPs are
lawyers.

The other is that judges
would run on & non-partisan
ballot whereas JPs run on
partisan tickets and are some-
times the -object of political
pressures. Thev could be
purged by a political machine
in a partisan primary for a
decision offensive to a power-
ful politico.

DENNIS PHENEY, associ-
ate municipal judge, says Cir-
cuit Courts are over-burd
and that District Courts, as
proposed, would have In-
creased civil jurisdictlon,

Municipal courts now have
clvil jurisdiction in cases In-
volving up to $1,500, while
township JP courts  have a
$300 limit.

District Courts, says Phen.
ey, woald have exclusive jur-
Isdiction In cases up. to $1,000
and con-current jurisdiction
with Circuit Courts In cases

from $1,000 to

Phency also notes that Dis-
trict Courts would have eon-
ciliation facilities to handle
small claims up to $50 in &
procedure less formal than
that of a lawsuit. An under-
lying reason is that currently’
only 20 or 25 per cent of lower
court civil cases are actually
litigated; in the rest, judg-
ment is rendered by default
because de‘endants don't fight.

FARMINGTON'S courts are
not ‘‘courts of record,” Phen-
¢y points out, The Distriet
Court would be. This is the
difference:

In a court of'record, a sten-
ographer always keeps a
cranscript of everything that
is said. In @ non-record court,
a record is kept of decisions
and actions, but not of every
word spoken in most cases.

The significance is this:
When a decision is appealed
from a Municipal or JP court,
the case must be tried “de
nove"—in its entirety—in the
Circuit Court. But In the pro-
posed District Court, an ap-
peal would be taken to the
State’ Court of Appeals and
wonldn't be tried all over.

THE PRESENT judges and
justices of Farmington, along
with those of Novl and Lyon,
will have to decide whether m
run for the new $20,000 po
or gn back to their non-; )udl:lll

.ludge Michael Hand [s en-
titled to a maximum of $7,50
under the city charter. He is a
practicing atlorney.

Associate Judge Pheney, al-
5a.a practicing attorney, estl-
mates he spends about two
mornings a week on the court
bench. The charter puts his
pay at $25 a day.

The township JP: are paid
on a fec basis. Their court
cost fees were recently -re-
duced by the state from $4.30
10 $3.70 in minor cases.

{See COURT, Page 2)
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8:30 p.m.

4he Library, 7:30
Hall, 8 p
Farmington High School

Farmington City Election,
Farmington City Council meets at the City Hall, 8 p.m.
Executive Board of the Youth Guidance Committee meets

V.F.W. Post 4033 meets at 7:30 p.m.
Farmington District Library Board of Trustees meets at

p.m.
Farminaon Zoning Board of Appeals meets al the City
szilu:lkm for adult education classes 6:309 p.m, at
Case atudy Commiftee of the Youth Guidance Committee

For reservations call 476-8000.

méets at the City Hall, 8 p.m.

8
meets at 1 p.

10 Adult eduullnn classes begin,

10 City Planning Commission meets at the Cily Hall 8 p.m.

11 General Youth Guidance Committeg meets at 8 p.m.

11 Genera] Membership muunz or lht Jaycees, First Farm.
ington Savings and Loan, 8:3

11 Beautification Commluee mecls al the City Hall, 8 pm.

12 Blue Star Mothers meeting, 1 p.m., Wheeler Fire Hall.

12 Farmington Artist's Association meets, First Farmington
Savings and Loan, 8 p.m.

13 .Veterans of WW1 meet at the Legion Hall, Lakeway and

Grand River 2 p.m.

14 VFW Post 4033 meets at 8 p.m.

14 Farmington Community Chorus presents the oratorlo
*“Holy City" at 8:30 p.m. in FHS gym tickets $1.50 for:
adults, $1 for chlidren.

15 Shiawassee PTA presents 2 Magic Show by Eddie Joyce,
2 p.m. multi-purpose room. (Preschoolers admitted only
if accompanied by an adult.)

17 City Council méets at the City Hall, 8 p.m.

17 Business & Professional Women's Club meets at Kos-
tere's Restaurant 6:45 p.m.

Members and guests invited. i

18 Farmington Jaycee suxiliary dinner mceting.

189 A.A.U.W. meets. For more information pleace call
474-5908.

19 Executive Board of the S‘ﬂawlssu PTA meets, 8 p.m.
school library, !

20 ‘Blue Star Mothers Card Party md Luncheon, 12 noon,
Mary Jo Brown, 24136 Broadview.

21 - 23 Farmington Artists Association presents an art ex-
hibit, Guest artist, Mrs. Emily Fox. Refreshments served. ,,
Hours April 21 and 22 10 a.m. to' 10 p.m., 23, 10 a.m. {0,

p.m.

24 City Planning Commission

25 'St. Alexander Church prescnts a Dinner-Fashion show at 4
Glen Oaks Country Club.’ Fashions by Demery's. Tickels |
$4. For reservation call Mrs. Guidobono, 3533663,

25

Jaycees' general membership meeting, 8:30 p.m., First.

Farmington Savings and Loan Association.
V.F.W. Post 4033 mcets 8 p.m.



