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Boundaries Report Delayed Twp. Fiscal

The boundaries committee
& the Oakland County Board
of Supervisors will meet
again, probably early n:x:

P. Allen asked for a few days pe

50 that he could check the
Genesee case, which reported-
ly may Involve a question of

week, for further
petitions asking an election on
Incorporating part of Farm-
ington Township as *“City of
Farmington Hills.

The lupﬂvlsnrs commitiee
met for nearly an hour Thurs-
day, before adjourning to col-
lect' more Information on a
Genesee County lawsuit which
might affect the legality of the
“Farmington Hills" petitions.

COUNTY COUNSEL Robert

the of the
boundaries of a city.

If the case appears to have
no similarity to the Farming-
ton case, presumably the su-
pervisors boundary commikee
will meet early in the week
and make a recommendation
that the full County Board ei-
ther set a date for an incor-
ponuon election or reject the
petition:

The n:nmmendnuon Is ex-

cted to reach the County
Board at elther its Aprll 17 or
April 25 meetings. Offlcials
saw little chance the full
board could get the recom.
mendation by its April 11
meeting.

If, however, counsel Allen
finds the Genesee case raises
a legal point that could be ap-
plied here, then it would be
difficult to say what action the
supervisors boundaries com-
mittee might take.

RAISING questions Thurs.
day about the proposal to in-
corporate part of Farmington

‘Townsmp were Wood Creek
Farms village President Wil-
lam E. Brown and Council-
man David Martin, who ap-
peared before the boundaries
committee.

They noted that their vil-
lage, most of Sec. 1 of the
township and the Village of
Quakertown had been left out
of the incorporation proposal.

Without attacking the incor-
poration plan, they asked
about the legality of (1) leav-
Ing Quakertown as an ualncor.
porated Island surrounded by
a city, (2) leaving the elimin.

& THE ENTIRE McCREIGHT family (from left): Lynne, mother Wilma, new arrival David, Lee, Charley,” fiftiér Ray and Susadls

Congress Helps Family Grow

ated areas to organize a dlis.
Jointed township, and (3) yllc‘
ing the triangular plece of
1and In Sec. 1 bounded by Mid-
dlebelt, Northwestern and 13
Mlle In the incorporation pro.
posal.

In reply to their questions,
attorney Allen said there are
such township “islands” in-
side cities, and segmented
townships, elsewhere in Mich-
igan. But he asked for & few
days to check the Genesee
case in order to be certain
that no new boundarytype
Questions were being raised

~ -

o

Year Beglns
Budget Hazy

By TIM RICHARD
Enterprise Editor

“Farmington Township 1last
week began its new fiscal
year without knowing for cer-
tain its tax base, its lax rate,
or its budget size—and with
one of its biggest possible ex-
penditures not even shown in
its budget.

The irony is that it all ap-
pears to be done according ta
law and necessity.

And the township will be a
good two months into this fis-
cal year before all the un.
knowns are nailed down in
black and white.

FISCAL 1966-67 ended in
March with the Township
Board's transferring a $77,000
surplus from the general fund
into a building fund.

The building fund, according
1o Supervisor Curtls Hall, now
has grown to about $258,000.
This fund isn't shown in regu.
lar operating accounts.

Purpose of the building fund
is expansion of the township
hall, which the supervisor esti-
mates will cost about $225,000,
A special building and grounds
committee is currently inter-
viewing architects.

Current thinking, Hall' said,
is to turn about 80 per cent of
the present township aoffice
space to the badly cramped
police department. ‘Most other
offices would move into the
new addition.

WHERE J)ID. .tha bullding
fund come from?

It was built up over several
years. As of March 23, just a
week before the fiscal year
ended, sales ¢ax returms from
the state were $244,000, nearly
$27,000 more than the budget
estimate; miscellaneous per-
rnlls and fees brought in near-

May, issuing a decision around
the first of June.

It may be that the county
authority will trim the town-
ship’s request by a half-mill,
back to last year's 1.2 mills,
If so, then the township board
will have to trim some $50,000

the tax base—the total Vll\.\l-
tion of all taxable property in
the township.

In the fiscal year ended
March 31, it was $108 million.
For the new fiscal year, it's
estimated at $120 million.

If that estimate is correct,
one mill will yield $120,000;
two mills, $240,000; 3.2 mills,
SMOOO and 3.7 mills, $330,-

The uncertainity is caused
by the county equalization
{actor—the multiplier designed
to bring all cities and town.
ships into line, despite differ.
ent local assessing policies.
This question will be answered
in several months.

UNCERTAIN, TOO, is the
outcome of a public hesring.

Under the new state consti-
tution, every local govern-
ment budget has to be the sub.
ject of a public bearing. Far.
mington Township’s will come
in June. after the Tax Alloca.
ﬂﬂll; Board has acted, Hall
sl

Rarely do these hearings af-
{fect the position of township

« board.toward.4. budgat-thatit

has worked on tor months,
appears to be little

¢he public can do except

squawk, if-it is so inclined—
and that's- uncommon. In the
latter days of the 20th cen-
tury; people don't go to public
agency meetings unless they

have a specific neighborhood |

By SHIRLEY BERGER

Visitors to the Ray McCreight home at
26073 Drake Rd. are apt to be greeted by a
small, dark-haired dynamo hurling himself into
their arms and chatiering away in Korean

The litile dynamo is four-year-old David,
the fourth of the McCreights’' adopted Korean
children and theirs by right of a special act of
Congress.
David's three older sisters were adopted in
1461 under the laws of Korea, but a new US.
law limits such adoptions to two per couple.
'rhun. it became necessary to get a “private”
bil which then-Cong: Billle
S. Farnum did in 1968.

FOR AWIIILE, it was questionable whether
the bill would pass because it was among 66
left over to the end of the session. Only five
of these survived.

One day last October, Congressman Far-
num called to tell the McCreights that David
was theirs except for a few additional loops
of red tape. The U.S. immigration

Finally, on March 10, Ray and Wilma Mc-
Creight got into a plane and flew to Chicago
to meet the newest member of their family.
It was late when they returned, so they put
down their very tired little bundle to see
whether he was familiar with a bed. (When
the girls first arrived, they had preferred to
sleep on the floor.) But David seemed quite
at home and immediately climbed .in to sleep
scundly that first night between his new
Pparenl

IN TI'IB MORNING, the girls took over.

Lynne, 11; Lee, 8; and Susan, almost 7,
wanted fo make sure that their new little
brother was complete in every respect. Big
brother Charlie was on the spot, too, and they
even counted David's fingers to make sure
none was missing. Charles, age 6, was born
to the McCreights just five months before the

_girls joined the family.

For a few days, until David's internal
clock was readjusted, he wanted to sleep days
nnd stay awake nights. This and the matter

completed thelr Investigation of the family,
then cabled Tokyo telling their inspector there
to make his investigation on his next monthly
trip to Korea.

Procuring a copy of tle signed bill used up
another month. Pan Amerlcan alrlines re-
serves six seats every two weeks for passen-
ers such as Davld and, when numbers war-
ftant It, schedules a chartered flight for those
waiting to be processed.

were the only two minor
pmhlems encountered.

Wilma McCreight, who studied the Korean
language for a couple of years after the girls
came, acts as translator unul the new arrivals

All of the children do well in school, and
the girls seem to have the built-in music tal-
enls native to so many of the Korean people.
All three girls take piano lessons and have
studied singing privately.

Lynne has trumpot and violin lessons at
school, and the others will be allowed to choose
their instruments when they reach the proper
grade level.

TIE McCREIGHTS lost a boy of 14 to an
unaccountable attack of Spanish influenza in °
1959. The Bernard McCreight award for schol-
arship at O. E. Dunckel Junior High School
has been established in his memory. His par-
ents have chosen to fill up the empty spaces
left in their lives by building a new family.

They heard of Harry Holt, an Oregon farm-
er who switched to a full time career of match-
ing up Korean orphans with parents who had
quantities of love to offer. So far 3,500 children
have been brought to America with his help.
Four to five hundred are still waiting in the
Seoul orphanage.

The McCreights say that it isn't dlfflcalt to
bring over two children,

First step in the process was to send a let-
ter of inquiry to the Holt Adoption Program,
Box 95, Creswell, Ore. "The county, state and

conquer the

Both Wilma and Ray ng teachers at North
Farmington Righ School. She teaches chemls-
try; he teaches math. For reason, the
children attend nursery school and an all-day
kindergarten, thus minlmlzing the baby sitter
problem.

people have been just wonderful
from start to finish,” they agreed.

en Lynne throws her arms around her
mother, and the smaller ones romp together
on the rug, the love and laughter in this happy
houschold indicate that it was a compatible

Aid Offered

y $84,000, nearly $22,000 more
.hln expecled, sewer inspe
tion fees were almost $4,000,
some $25,000 more than antiei-

gripe. -

WHAT, THEN, does the gen.

al fund budget for the fiscal
yoar that began April 1 actual-
ly Jook like?

total sfze Is $968,088,
some $195,288 or 25.3 per cent
higher than last year's budget
This doesn't include construc-
tion of water and sewer lines,
which are handled in separate
funds through special assess-
ments,

Several big items account
for most of that $195,000 in-
crease:

* Police — $256,000, an in-
crease of nearly $66,000 or 35
per cent over last year's bud-

pated.

That’s how ¢he most of last
year's $77,00 surplus cime
into being.

ON PAPER, the new budget
for fiscal 1967-68 is $968,000—a
hefty 25 per cent more than
last year's.

The odds are, lwwever, lhll
it may have to be tri:

The new budget lnlklpnm
property tax revenues of some
$506,000. This would come
from a tax rate of 3.7 mills
($3.70 per $1,000 of state equal-
{zed valuation), an increase of
a half-mill

The township would get two
of those mills from a special
levy first approved by voters
in 1964 for police and fire pro-
tection. This will bring in a
cool $240,000. \

The budget also asks the
other 1.7 mills from the total
of 15 collected in winter for
county, school and township
purposes and divided by the
County Tax Allocation Board.

Currently, the township is
getting 1.2 mills. Whether it
can get the additional half-mill
it wants remains to seen.
The County Tax Aliocati
Board will begin hearings in

crease remaios to be seen.

cause of the

Greater Farmington — the
city and the township com.
bined — stand to gain a rela.
tively louder voice on the Oak-
fand County Board of Super-
visors under a ‘‘one man, one
vote" formula due for public
discussion this week.

The county’s fiveman ap-
portionment commission will
hold a public hearing on Coun-

Board representation
Wednesday at 8 p.m. in the
supervisors'  autidorium  in
Pontlac.

The apportionment commis-
sion, composed of four Demo-
crats and one Republican, has
agreed that the County Board
should be reduced from the
present 87 members picked
from cities and townships to
21 members picked from spe-
l.’hl districts.

POLITICALLY, Greater Far-
mlnglon would be divided
)h‘mung two districts, according

+ th
B Dlslncl 9 with 24,889 per-

sons, would include all of the
City of Farmington, the part
of Farmington Township south
of 12 Mile Road plus the Vil
lage of Wood Creek Farms.
District 8 would take in sec-
tions 1 through 11 in Farming-
ton Township, about three-
fourths of West Bloomfleld
Township and ihe City of Syl-
van Lake. Its population would

25,529.
FARMINGTON as a whole w:

stands to gain, at least mathe-
matically, by the reapportion-
ment.

At present, the area has two
supervisors — Delos Hamlin,
representing the city, and
Township Supervlsor c u rtis
Hall.

The two hold 2.3 per cent of
the voting power on the 87-
member board. (In political
terms, however, they hold con-
silerable power because Ham-
lin- is chairman of the board

and Hall is on good terms with  use!

him.)

Under reapportionment, Far.
mington, because of its popu.
lation, is mathematically en.
titied to 1.3 supervisors—or 3
per ceot of the new 27-mem-
ber board.

Actual boundaries of the
new 27 districts, however,
haven't been declded by the
apwnlonmenl Broup.

USING CENSUS figures
from 190, R works out this

ay:
“ The county had a

districts in the southeastern
part of the county, where pop-
ulation growth has been great-
est.

THE CONSTITUTIONALITY
of county reapportionment is
questionable.

The new Michigan constitu-
tion provides that each town:
ship is entitled to representa-
tion on the County Board, 2
provision that tends to give
strong weight o rural areas. -

County Remap To Help And Split F'ton Local Teens

Teenagers may seek advice
on their problems from a panel
sponsored by the Greater Far-
mingion Youth Guidance Com-
mittee.,

Answers to teens’ letters will
be published by The Enter-
prise.

YOUNG PERSONS in the
Farmington area may request
advice on schoolwork, family

relations or other personal®

problems;

Letters will be coded to keep
them confldential and anomy-
mous and turped over to 2

of more than 60, U the 27
supervisor dumeu were 10
have equal each

however, insist that the Michi-
gan eonsutuuan vlnh!u the

district would have 28,5&5 per-
sons.

In the census, Firmington
city and township had a com-
blned population of 33,573, This
would entitle Greater Farm-
Ington to 13 supervisors.

The representation could be
even greater if the apportion.
ment commission either (1)
s more recent popalation
figures or (2) carves smaller

uUs. “‘equal pro-
tection of the llws" provision.

The State Supreme Court
split bopelessly in two court
cases, one from Muskegon and
ope from Kent counties, in
1965. The Democratic - con-
_trolled Legislature then wrote
a law requiring reapportion-
ment at the county level, Its
constitutionality has never
been decided.

panel of consult-
ants, who will comsider the
problem and provide a written
answer,

These answers will be pub-
lished in The Enterprise’s
“Teens Letterbox,” which will
be an editorial page feature.
The identity of the letter writ-
er will,-of course, be withheld.

Letters should be addressed
to: *Teens Letterbox," Youth
Guidance Committee, 3423
Grand River, F-rminglnn.
Mich. 48024.

get. Some of ¢his is accounted .

for in a 10 per cent pay hike,
Morcover, last year's budget-
ed amount was spent in only
11 months because the size of
the force was increased by
five men during the year.

® General operating~$158,-

816, an Increase of some $46,-

000 or 41 per cent over last
year's $112,500, Actually, the
township budget doesn't show
these figures as lump sums,
although it does list the cate-
gory apd the individual item
expenditures. Biggest items
$56,000 for clerical salaries, a
$16,000 Increase; and $16,000

, for hospitalization insurance,

a program begun oaly during
the last year.

* Roads, highways, signs—
This is a complicated item in-
volving a three year program
with the county aimed at pav-
ing Drake from Grand River
to 11 Mile, Powers from 10 to
11 Mile, and 11 Mile from the
township hall near Orchard
Lake Road to Powers. The
current year's item is $72,500
.compared to $28,000 for last
year.

® Rubbish umoval&l,sm,

an increase of $9,500 or 79 per -

cent over last yesr's $12,000.

* Fire—$52,100, an increase
of $3,100 or 21 per gent, Moat
of the Increase is accounted
for by a $5,600 alerting =ys.
tem <hat would be installed in
each of the 89 or 5o volunteer
iremen's homes. Presently.
only ahout 20 homes have the
alertipg systems. The salaries
total shows a $2,000 decresse,
reflecting the expectation of
fewer fires based on . last
year’s experience.

THE ELASTIC figure in any
local government's budget is
usually the capital ouilay item.

Farmington Townshlp's cap-
ital outlay budget figure last
year was $100,000, but only
about  $21,000 was actually
spent. Biggest unspent budget
item last year was $59,000 for
fire statlon sites.

Three items in th2 new capi-
tal 'ontlay budget are fire
trucks, $35,000; site improve-
mernits at dhe township hall,
5§15,000; and a current contri-
bution te the building fund,

The future of these Items
appears to depend on how bi
a cut of the tax pie the County
Allocation Board gives the
township. .

New City Budget
Unveiling Monday

City Manager John Dinan will unveil his proposed new

budget at Monday evening’s Farmington City Council meeting.

It's expected to, call for higher spending than last yurl
§%63,000 but provide for a cut in the property tax rale,

THE TAX RATE cut is due to a lifting of the nssessmenl'
level under a constitutional requirement that property be &3’
sessed at 50 per cent of true cash value.

Whether the tax rate cut will bnhnce the assessment in.

The city's tax base is expected to be hrger this year be-
of 457 acres l( the cnd of 1966.
The city's fiscal year begins

July 1 .

Vocational Tax Plan

Faces Tough Road

Besides electing board of
education members on June
12, Farmington School District
voters will also take part in a
county - wide proposition  to
raise about a half-mill for vo-
cational-technical education at
the high school level

But the proposal, ordered in-
10 the ballot Tuesday by the
Oakland County intermediate
school board, faces rough go-
ing because:

© There is increasing voter
resistance to taxes, according
to intermediste board mem-
ber Monroe Osmun of Pontiac.

taling 17 mills for

Possible

—and the propbsals face rough

going because bom \\!rt de-
feated last Septembe

® Southfield , uhoo\ district
voters will be asked to renew
a five mill operations tax —
after turning down a 5.5 mill
proposal only two weeks ago.

The ballot proposal calls for
29 local school districts, all
part of the Oakland interme-
diate district {0 ask voters for
funds to set up four vocational-
technical tralning “'centers”
{hroughout the county.

 Farmington p vot-
ers will decide on a one-mill
district library

proposal May 22.

© Madison Heights - School
Dislrict at the same election
will vote on two proposals to-

"'mx AREA center eourm
should be lhe
student's home bhigh uhoo

says & proposal to the :choul f

include auto mechanics, orlke
work, dental office assistant,
rheateutting, welding and bugf-
ness machine operating. & -
. The intermediate boxrd
would contract with local
boards to build or furnlsh
space for the area voc-tech
centers. ‘

COST OF building four fa.
cilities is estimated at ny
$6.5 million, of which the
and federal gnwmm’entl
might be expected to pay as
‘much as half.
Operating cost is estimated
iat a bit more than $1 million
‘& year, with the state furnibh.
, ing as much as 75 per cent.
‘The four tech centers

boards from the superintend.  would have a capacity.of 1,360

ents.

full time students.




