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. In Our Opinion . . .
%

‘Public Notices’- They Don’t Notify
And The Public Can’t Understand Them

limit the height and bulk of buildings and other

structures; to requlate and fo determine the size of

yards, courts and open spaces; to regulcte ond limit

the cansity of population; and for said purpotes 1o
o

The agenda of the Farmington Town-
ship Planning Commission couldn’t
have been more wrong. “Proper public
notices have been given to these public
hearing Yroceedlngs," the agenda said.

Quite the opposite is true. While the
Townshlp Planning Commission’s no-
tices may possibly satisfy narrow legal
requirements, they fail dismally to do
their job—namely, to notify or inform
the Fubllc. At the same time, these
public notices cost money to publish,

_and the money is largely squandered.

In siagling out the Township Plan-
ning Commission for criticism, we're
not picking out the township alone. The
city s not Immune from criticism; oth-
er townships produce bad legal notices.
Rather, we point to Farmington Town-
ship's poorly grepnred published no-
tices because that unit is the largest In
gopulauon in our area, and because its

lanning Commission proceedings have
generated considerable public interest.

The “public notices” have two gen-
eral faults: They contain too much use-
tess verbiage and omit some of the
most important facts.

EACH NOTICE of a public hearing
begins with mentioning a proposed
change In “An Ordinance to amend Or-
dinanee No. 29 of the Township of

Farmington entitled:

#An Ordinence’ snacted under Act 184, Public Acts

of. 1943, ; amanded, governi

the unincorporated

the Township of Batmington,  Ockland
Michigan, 1o regulate and restrict the lo-
wa of buildings, structures and land for

« tonde, , residence and for public and semi-
public of other spscified uses; and to regulate and

ention ¢

. Mrs. Eicher Leaves
School PR Post

Farmington schools will lose one of
its good ambassadors with the resigna-
tion of Mrs. Marjorie Eicher effective
April 18. For 2} years, she has been
Haison person between the school dis-
trict and the general public, interpret-
ing each community to the other.

g1'hl.v is not always an easy lmlgn-

23

lations, restrictions ond

viding for enforcement; estoblishing a Board of
ls; and imposing penalties for the viclation of

this Ordinance.”

After reading it several times, we
would conclude that this is a zoning
ordinance; the notice never says so
clearly, although the title consumes 128
words. A public notice, drafted with
the idea of communicating rather than
simply satisfying a lawyer's law, would
find a more concise way of labelling
the ordinance.

One particular notice describes an
area proposed for a zoning change this

way:

“F16B TIN, R9E, Section 1, Part of
the SW} beg. at Pt. dist. S 423-10 ft.
from W § cor., then S 222.36 {t., th S
48 deg. 55 min. E 239.6 ft. .. ."

But it is useless to continue. It would
take a colossal amount of arrogance to
call this le§:l description a “public no-
tice.” Maybe a lawyer's notice; maybe
a surveyor’s notice; but never a public
notice.

THE FACTS WHICH are of vital
concern to the layman, the working
stiff, the property owner are omitted
from this so-called public notice.

Who owns the property? The own-
er? The planning commission? Some
other governmental body? The natice
doesn’t say.

What's on the land now? Is it va-
cant? The notice doesn't say.

In the case in point, the property is
Judge Benjamin Burdick's 4.82 acres
at the northeast corner of Northwest-
ern Highway and Middlebelt, and the
change to office zoning was proposed
by the Township Board. The case has
consumed many hours of public debate,
many column inches of newspaper
space and headlines, many hundreds of
dollars in attorneys’ fees. You would
never know from the legal notice.

THE NOTICE SAYS you can drop
over to the Township Hall “on any
busi day between 8:30 a.m. and

ment, for an academic org
» tendency to be an enclave surrounded
by cltizens unaware of its peculiar
needs and problems. Conversely, school
nhel sometimes build ug an in-
Ehhrlu to the outer world and need a
tranalator to explain its wide-ranging
concerns, . .
**Mry. Bicher brought a new standard
of excaflence to the. district's annual
report on the schools. Her work in this
field received recanmon from the Na-
tional School Public Relations Associa-

tlon.
The Michigan School Public Rela-

. tions Association has also called upon

Mrs. Eicher to be panel leader at their

Lansing ‘conference. She came to the
. school district from a journalistic back-
. ground, having worked for newspapers
: EI‘ Detroit and Pontiac.
. " A family lllness now calls a halt to
. Der work. The public schools and the
: new superintendent, Dr. Roderick J.
. Smith, will do well to find a replace
. ment. They will do particularly well
to find one not only as competent but
as cheerfy] as Marjorie Eicher.

4:30 p.m. and find out details.

Thus, if you have to visit the town-
ship hall to get the information that is
vital to fyl'uur economic Interests and
neighborfiood welfare, the so-called
public notice, which consumes 24 col-
umn inches of newspaper space, hasn't
told you very much.

What commonly happens fs that the
Information is conveyed by other
means—by word of mouth or, more ae-
curately, through the newspaper's news
columns. The legal publie notice i3 un-
communicative and, as currently used,
2 waste of public funds.

Let it not be said that we criticize
without offering an alternative.

Our alternative is that the drafters
of these notices should adopt an atti-
tude of courtesy rather than legalistic
showing-off; of wishing to inform peo-

TR A R A UK A B D COK: IR B S R 9P HON AT A e S AT K AR B SR GER HC3: SR SR R A W T GO S K S O 3R Ak o

O A R T HCK X G A TR R MO VO B S O A0 S R SR A SO 3% TR S A A R S R S 3 T B SR RO SR

ple rather than complacently satisf}
2 law; of conveying pertinent
rather than telling a man to takefime

off work to visit the townshi
The result would be a
formed public.

hall.
tter in-

8 Years Ago

' Award for Enterprise
The Farmington Enterprise
‘waa reciplent during the past
week of a special School Bell
Award from the Michigan
. Education Association.
Semmer School
Based on the number of Shiawassee
questionnaires returned by
parents expressing an interest
ia the summer education pro-
gram proposed to be initiated
in the Farmington public
sehool eystem, Supt. G. V.
Harrisam expressed confidence
that &t jeast a limited pro-
grom eould be started this
mmmer.

units.

Dutch

Zoning Protest

Considerable objection was
voiced at the Public Hearing
Monday evening before the
Clty Council on the proposed
rezoning of a parcel of land
at the southwest corner of
and Mooney
Streets to allow for the con-
struction of multiple dwelling

Elm Spraylng
A total of 525 trees located
on city-owned property will
receive the first application of
elm disease
within the next few days, City
officials announced this week.

Looking Back in the Files

10 Years Ago 15 Years Ago
APRIL 12, 1962 APRIL 11, 1857 Ar‘:rl:“i'.l:mlu'ﬁ

The new North Farmington
fire department is now In op-
eration, it was announced
Wednesday morning by Roy
Bell, fire chief of the new unit.

ibrary Plans

Representatives of Farming-
ton organizations will meet to
hear Mrs.;Noonan, director of
state aid to public libraries at
8 p.m. Wednesday, April 30,
in Adams'Hall of Farmington
Universalist Church.

Short of Blood

Approximately 200 more
pints of blood are needed to
fill the Farmington area quota
for the Red Cross Moblle
Blood Bank.
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In Old Farmington:

. Coach Ralph Auten carries the ball for his 1916 bas-

. Kketball team at Farmington High School. In the No-
vember 24, Enterprise of that year was the announce-

ment: “Basketball practice will begin next week. The

boys and girls will each have a good team this year,

and a good schedule is now being arranged.” Off to a

good start, the team registered wide-margin wins over

Romulus and Redford. Then they were thrown for

€.

Gildemeister.

three losses due to an unfortunate inability to make

Evstwhile Cagers

baskets from the foul line. Some further bad luck was
attributed to Norman Lee's sprained ankle, and the
season ended on 2 dispirited note. Stalwart players in
the back row included (from left) George Gildemeister,
Stanley Gates, Carl Goers, Norman Lee, Leo Hendryx.
Front row (from left) Waters Lee, Coach Auten, and
Howard Osmus. The picture was loaned by Mrs. Viola
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The Change: From City To
Metropolis...To Megalopolis

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article, by
Peter B. Spivak, chairman of the state
Public Service Commission, is reprinted
from the February “Michigan State Eco-
nomic Record” by permission of the
MSU Graduate School of Business Ad-
ministration.

With the passing of “Frontier Amer-
ica,” as it had been known around the
turn of the century, America embarked
on a number of new courses, substitutes
for the “Frontier” and necessary to sus-
tain the dynamism and thrust of a young
nation.

A new frontier, not noticed as such
then but patently with us daily now, was
metropolitan U.S.A. The population
changed from majority farm to majority
urban at about the same time as the
frontier disappeared.

That challenge was the city. For bet-
ter or worse it embodies the spectrum of
raclal and economic achievement of
Western Man. )

The population of the United States

ew from 76 million in 1900 to 123 mil-

ion in 1930 and 179 million in 1860. The
Bureau of Census estimates population
today at 195 million.

LY

Cities began to be referred to as met-
ropolises. Now the metropolis is passe
and the megalopolis is upon us. A mega-
lopolis is usually defined as a continuous
urbanized zone containing more than
one metropolitan area.

Several urbanized areas around the
world seem to deserve the title of mega-
lopolis, involving multiple ties of trans-

rtation, communication, and econom-
¢, social, and cultural links and con-

tacts. .

In the United States we most often
think of the east coast from Baltimore
to Boston as “our” megalopolis. Rather,
it was our first megalopolls, but it ap-
pears destined to be neither our biggest
nor most significant as we approach the
last two decades of this century. It will
be the Great Lakes megalopolis which
will predominate and Michigan can, will,
or should be its center., .

Doxiadis Associates of Athens, Greece
was engaged by Wayne State University
ancllh De‘xroit Edison Co. to n.uk‘e a study

ed. Some future portents are already
discernible.

There will be a great city stretching
from Pitisburgh on the southeast to
Cleveland, Toledo, Detroit, Ann Arbor,
Jackson, Battle Creek, Kalamazoo,
Grand Rapids, South Bend, Chicago, and
Milwaukee on the northwest. Flint, Sag-
inaw, Bay City, and Midland will be
within its boundaries.

From Detroit, northeast through Winq-

to exchange, sell,. and borrow power
from each other as circumstances and
economics dictate. !

The megalopolis area in Michigan is

“one of the most comﬁlelely served gas;

distribution areas in the United States.

Within the Michigan megalopolis
there are 56 telephone companies. This
is down from approximately 90 ten years
ago. Mergers, consolidations, and inter-
connecdgq ngreemems_ appear directly

sor, London, Toronto, Ottawa,

attr influence

and Quebec runs the Canadian arm of
the megalopolis. More than incidentally
this is Lhe' area most served by the St.
Lawrence' Seaway which officially op-
ened in June of 1959, and which has al-
ready far out-performed its most opti-
mistic supporters’ early estimates for
the current stage of its life.

The Great Lakes area is richly en-
dowed with natural resources and good
farm land, already in a high state of de-
velopment. The economy is mature, but
somewhat under-diversified.

_And the Great Lakes economy is now
diversifying. There is a more healthy
industry mix containing a higher per-
centage of non-durable goods industries.

Detroit is the center of a six-radial
pattern. The radii run to Saginaw-Bay
City, Port Huron-Sarnia, Chatham-Lon-
don-Toronto, Toledo, Ann Arbor-Battle
Creek, and’ Lansing.

The natural role of Detroit and that
gart of Michigan which is within the

reat Lakes megalopolis will be that of
a major trade and transportation center.
1t is at the crossroads of important land,
water, and transportation routes. It is
the center of the megalopolis itself.
" The 1960:census showed 7.8 million
people in the State of Michigan. In the
year 2000 it is estimated that the figure
will be 15.4 million. The percentage of

the 1960 figure in the megalopolis area

is 90.7; in 2000 it will be 97.0.
Changes in some major service indus-
tries retlect and anticipate the develo)
ment of the Great Lakes megalopolis.
In March, 1966, the Michigan Public
Service Cs iss} PP
by which the major_ electric utilities
serving the megalopolls Michigan area
would be interconnected by 1970. This
means that Consumers Power, Detroit
Edison, and Indiana & Michigan Electric

of the of the area.
Their survey of exisﬁng conditions,
trends, and prospects has been complet-

Company—which s a part of the Ameri-
can Electric Power System—will be able

‘deve

of the emerging megalopolis.
..

There has been; considerable interest
in banking mergers and affiliations in
Michigan. The Mithigan National Bank
outside of metropolitan Detroit and the
Michigan Bank within are an example.
The merger of Public Bank with Bank
of the Commonwealth in Detroit is pri-
marily significant because two large
core city banks, with many branches, did
combine. Public Bank had been discussq
ing mergers with City Bank and then
Commonwealth beéfore the actual act of
merger. There are banks in the Detroit
area much smaller than Public and it
will be interesﬁnf to see if more mer-
gers come about In the near future.

Regulation of what are generally re-
ferred to as “regulated” industries may
become a probiem soon in the megalopo-
lis. Banking, stationary utilities, trans-
portation, and insurance, for example,
will be intimately involved in the growth
of the area. :

The State of Michigan's newly enacted
county home rule provision is a mani-
festation of the consciousness that cery
tain territorial units larger than “cities”
are now being called on to exercise ef-
fective planning "3 administrative
suzerainty. The ‘Toronty, Metropolitan
Authority, which' is alfeady in effect
and which is in our megalopolis, is an-
other example of this kind of govern-
mental change. |

There is a need for much careful
study in all the fields mentioned and
many more. The immediately awareness
by the economic community of the part
it is l1.7laylng in this new and significant

opment—magalopolis—is vital to
igan’s success in imizing if
sition as the center.

‘The economic problems of the presen
and the future are those of the megai
lopolis and a facing of that fact now
is. essential.

its po-



