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Just Chattin’
Let’s Give Football
Back To The Boys

By W. W. EDGAR

IN all the hullabaloo being\raised around the country

over the final rankings of the college football te
one very important fact has been lost in the vehemence
the heated debates., "

1t isn't a question of whether Michigan State or Ni
Dame should be ranked No. I. This debate, brought al
by the voting of coaches and writers—many of whom
from remote arcas who never maw the teams play—soon
will pass and be forgotten. '

But the real fact that stands put more clearly now
ever before is that the game has been taken away from
boys. They have bécome mere|rpbots in the hands of
coaches. And in this transition the very foundation of
game is being rocked, !

Some folks may scoff at the idea that fhotball, as grac-
ticed in the colleges, was meant t4 be a friendly competition
tn prepare young men for the battle of life. Football way the
erucible in which they were being put to develop coufage

. and character. | '
For years this was the prime motive.

Then came a change, With the popularity of the game
the crowds increased and it wain't long until the educa-
fors, seeing vast fortumes in gate receipts, ruled that 1
ball was to carry the entlire tie load. This, so it
sald a2 the time, would rel much of the taxpaypss
money for the fursherance of education.

It didn't work this way, however. With the increase in
sttendance and the growing demand for tickets, there came
a pressing necd for large stadia. It then became a question
of whether the stadia could be built on the college or funi-
versity campus or whether the “big" games would be pliyed
in.some commercial center such as a professional basgball
park or a city-owned stadium,

For, years the Army-Notre Dame game, for exaniple,
was played annually in one of the large New York baseball
parks, In spite of the financial success of this series It f'was

han
the
the
the

ended for a while “to save the college game” and played on
the Notre Dame campus.
All the while large stadia sprung up In the land. The

University of Michigan, with a seating capacity of 141,000
boasts the largest in the land. ! .

‘This was fine, But who waq to pay for them?

The burden was placed on the football squad—Idr
football receipts were ear-marked, in many cases, to
oft the stadium bonds.

Under this plan came the Jem-nd for a winning|team.
This was & vicious cycle . . . Winning teams, big crowds,
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With pressure like this nol longer could a gambl
taken with the decislons of the young lads out there o
field. So, coaches became quarterbacks and started to, ry

be

pawns. And while colleges and universities scoff at the
“professionalism,” the truth of the maiter s th:l
students now play the game with a “prefessional” quarter-
back. :

This brings us to the crux of the argument. |

Would the Notre Dame playsrs have “fun out the
clock® in the final ‘minutes against:Michigan Statel to
presatve a fia? -

* Chances are they wouldn't, They had a keen dgsi
win and shouldn't have been fqrced 1o become the ta.
of taunts of -the Michigan Statq players who goaded them
across the serimmage line about “quitting.”” Yet, the’choice
was not theirs to make, It was mtade by their coach because
“I couldn't gamble with the kids losing after playing
a magnilicent game in spite of the loss of key pldyers
through injuries.” R

This is fine sentiment. But it is so much “hogw. sh.”
Was he interested, primarily, in the “kids” as he c
them, or his own coaching record?
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When the sports editor, Ge,

a subject for a column he write:
word after another.”

That's the position we's

Thanksgiving has come and gone and all of us! are

in this week.

stuffed with turkey, dressing asd all the other dishesthat
make up the holiday feast. .

Santa Claus has arrived in
of the merchants and children,|

It seems as thodgh the Chiristmas season is upon
One private home that we pass pn the way to and from the
office even has its decorations|up. In the weeks to come
thiz non-procrastinator will be the envy of his neighbots as
they strugale to put up the outpide decorations in the/cold
weather.

The subject of outdoor acti
minds us of a suggestion made
plate sales i the state. :

“Why can't the licenses ba sold during the warmer
months of the year rather thas Junuary and February?”
“a woman asked. It sounds like a good ides and i cer-
fainly would be edsier to rdmove those rusted bolts
without the beneflt of old mdn winter's icy breath.

As a rairly regular reader jof the comic strips we tre-
mendously enjoyed the scene inj Sunday's :zpisode of Bettle
Bailey. Sgt. Snorkel has dreams of glory a3 an ace pilot for
The Lafayette Escardrille.

In his moment of glory he shoots downl an enemy plane
and when the pilot ejects it is none other that the Wurld
‘War I ace, Snoopy, The

us.

ity in the cold weather re-
ast_year about auto liganse

tors of the comics read each other.

Speaking of the comic stripy Brenda Starr is still o~
ing from one adventure to snother in her fantastic news-
paper career, Pappy Yokum has been taken in by the big
city slicker and 'ls posing a pgoblem for Mammy, Little
+Orphan Annie has landed with' both feet on the ground
after a tragedy, and Mary Perl
Major's soft heart to the worldjonce again. |

In this fast changing, moblle world it's nice to know

that some things remain conm‘ht.
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