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END OF SCHOOL DAY brings students pouring out
of the high schoo! door in to the spring sunshine.

. By ELIZABETH WISSMAN
Statf Writer v

Farmington’s two high. schools are what is
known as ‘‘comprehensive high schools.”

What'is a confprehensive high school?

Dr. James B.,Conant, nationally known educa-

tor, defines it as "
"’ in his sgcunh
high school. :

a peculiarly American phenome-
handbook on the comprehensive

'

He notes: “It is called comprehensive because
it offers under one administration and one roof (or
series of roofs) secondary education for almost all
the high school age children of one town or neigh-

borhood.

bright and the
vocational and
ous motivations}

“It is usp"isible for the education of the

t-so-bright child with different
2rofessional ambitions with vari-

American pe[:)le believé'lhis best serves the

ish.

principles they c¥;,

guage for four years.

. .

IRT, Conant outlines five criteria

today’s comprehensive high

t as a minimum:

uction in calculus. .

ruction in a modern foreign lan-
i

@ Arrange the, schedile so that a student may.
study in. any ane year English, mathematics,
science, a foreigm language, social studies, physical

education, art or music.
P
courses.

rovide one or moré advanced placement;

® Have enough English teachers so that the -

average pupil load is 120 or less.

To see how Farmington high schools measure
up to these standards we talked to Harold Humble,
principal; at North Farmington High, and James!
Geiger, principal at Farmington High.
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Future

The Future FarmingtonStudy
Committee has scheduled 2
closed door meeting for Tues-
day night to declde what should
be done about the plans calilng
for an Independent study of the
growth and development of the
sommunity.

Farmington’s Clty Council Is
expected to take action on the
commilttee’s request tohelpfin-
ance the MSU study at Monday
night’s council sesslon.

CoolGal
PullsOff
Twolobs

A seemingly nerveless
team of thieves managed
1o pull of(f a bizarre double
larceny, Saturday, May 6,
apprehended by store of-
ficlals at both spots and
maneuvering out of the
grasp of the law both times,

Sometime between 8:50
and 10:30 Saturday morn-
ing, a tall, well dressed
Negro woman in her late
twenttes entered a storage
room 1in the Sears store at
Livenia Mall Shopping Cen-
ter and proceeded to rifle
i through employees’ pur-

| ses.
Around 10 a.m., a store
| employee apprenended the
mink-clad. burglar going
through the former's
purse, grabbed her and
began to usher her to
© authority.

Suddenly, the intrepid
burglar broke away from
her captor and raced out
of the building, leaving her
own purse behind (without
Identification In it). A
securlty officer estimated
employee losses at $44and |
numerous personal papers,

Approximately one hour
later, seemingly unper~
turbed by her close brush
in Livonia, our friend
pulted up in {ront of Sam's
Cut Rate, Inc,, atthe Farm-
ington Plaza.

After casually leaving
the store, the ace burglar
strolled into a nearby drug
store, where the Sam's
sales clerk caught her and
demanded her to empty her
pockets, The thiet sintply
said no, gractously, walked
away and hopped into her

th $252

nearby Mustang
cash neatly deposited In’
hands

Study Commilteé Asks
‘What's Next To (

The Village Councils of both
Wood Creek Farms and Quaker-
town have voted to pay its
proportionate share of the 83,~
500 total cost. g1

Farmington Township’s Board
tabled the request Monday night
until after the Oct. 23 incor-
poratlon electlon on the basis
that the report would *clowd®
the issue.

Members of the commlttee,
formed by the Board of Com-
merce, the Jaycees and the
League of Women Voters, had
hoped to obtain financial back-
ing from a1l four of the govern-
mental units,

The proposed study would
outline the various avenues open
to the four governmental units
in. future growth and develop-
ment and would not have drawn
any conclusions. - Nor has the
committee taken a stand on any
of the alternatives.

A staff member of Michigan
State Unlversity’s Institute for
Community Development would
have completed the study by
mid-August.

The Township's action has

ProjectSeeks
High School
Travelers

The International People-to
People Project 1s looking for
high school students In the
Farmington area who might be
interested in traveling to
Europe this summer as “Teen
Age Ambassadors”.

The “Ambassador” program,
aimed at establishing inter-
national understanding between
teenagers here and abroad, will
be sending approximately 20
Michigan students to Europe,
where thelr 10 nation, six week
voyage will center around per-
sonal contact with European
families. Included Inthe$1,316
tee 1s all transportation, food,
lodging and spending money.

A meeting s scheduled for
Wednesday, May 17 at 7:30
p.m. in room 139 at Warren
High School, 5460 Arden,
Warren, Anyone not able to
attend, or who might have ques-
tions 0 ask, s invited to call
Bruce Filimore, 2 Royal Oak
teacher who will serve as a
guide for the tour, at §47-2720
or at 543-7967. Fillmore says
he will be glad to make in-
dividual visits to the homes of
students wishing to take part in
the program.

left the committee members
with a feeling of *where do we
go from here.* That's what
Tuesday's meeting will seek
to decide.

At last week's meeting of
the Farmington Jaycees that
group decided to take no stand
on the question until the study
committee had an opportunity
to meet and make some sort of
recommendation.

Thursday morning the Direc-
tors of the Farmington Board
of Commerce took the same
stand,

Board of Commerce Presl-
dent Fred Scott sald that the
Directors had expressed a vote
of confidence In the study com-
mittee at the session.

«A survey was conducted on
this study when it started,”
Scott added, “and that showed

there is an interest along with
an actus! need for the informa-
tion. The information provided
through the study, wopld be of
coasiderable help (oj}e voters
and citizens area

ome?

In the final analysis, how:
ever, itisthe committee’sbusi-
ness as to what should »

. modern f{orcign language for four years

yrehensive’ Ta

|
Taken point by point, here is what they said:
. * * .
FORMAL COURSES in calculus are nbt taught
at either high school.
Both schools, however, offer advancefd math
for studenls who have completed 11th( grade
trigonometry. The course is above the hormal
high school sequenice of math. Twenty students
are enrolled in it at North Farmington pnd six
at Farmington.
College placement in math classes mig
termined by the grade a student gets in
math, depending on his ability.
Both schools offer French and Span

ht be de-
hdvanced

ish as a
{ enough
students show interest. A German jcourse|has been
introduced and will be offered nex t year for two
years. | R
Geiger and Humble disagree with Conant’s sug-
gestion that|a student be permitted to stully in one
year English, mathematics, science, a foreign lan-
guage, socid] studies, physical educatior, art or
music. .
Such a
the six-peribd-a-day schedule.

schools are feared to this.
Only in h school that was part of a “selective'!
system could any such requirements for a high
schoo! diplorha be enforced. i
The essehce of a comprehensive high school lies
in the principle of “‘clectives.” :
To initiate such a schedule, total re
zation of {he school day would be re¢
There would be need for approaches su
the ungraded school, modular orjblock $
ing and intreased opportunities for independent -

.

study. .

Modular| scheduling might 'l)c set up with 15
minute clasg periods’ for one class} an hqur and a
half for another. i

Livonia Franklin High Schoo
scheduling an an experimental Hasis.

Both local principals. say it wquld take
to prepare for a program such as Conanl
It would mgan more, teacher trhpiming, n
staff and be fnare expensive . . 4nd finand
bugbear of any local schobl syst¢m.

'armi high schools do fol offer
placement ¢ourses per se. There are
courses in English and biology.

Geiger disputes the value o
ment courses. :

He says, “There
college point of view and the high!schoo!
view on grading a student in high school
lege placement.” |

program would requirq meodification of
Both Fdrmington

i‘; trying modular

wo years
suggests.
ed more
ing is the

advanced
advanced

advanced place-

n difference between the

“poin( of
for col-
ar d classes, h , could
easily be used to provide students with college
credit. . H
At North Farmington, about 30 students are tak-
ing advanced English. There are two classes of 18
each taking advanced biology at F‘armh’\gmn High.

* * *

CONANT'S r‘ecommcndmion for th English
teacher pupil load to be 120 or lessis ternjed “‘unre-
alistic’” by :both principals. Geiger said,| "I don't

know of any school that can do this.”

The Enplish teacher ratio at North Farmington
is about 150 to 1, varying between 140 td 155 to 1.
At F i High it is about 125 to 1.

Scott noted. :
The Third group participating

in making a decision.

*The Board dcor'nmerce is
in the position of wanting to
see this study made and com-
_pleted,” Scott asserted.

uf the the local,
chapter of the Leagueof Women;,
Voters--has also asserted that
it 1s in favor of seelng the
study completed and making the
information available to thé

public. . |

ar
‘The limjt set by the North Central Association of
Colleges and Sccondary Schools, under which both
schools opetate, is 170 to 1. !

Both local schools require three years pf English
to graduate — English 1V is clective.

Conant Iis also a strong advocate of thp teaching
of more composition, with sludenlsi-‘requir“d to write

at least one theme a week to be graded by the regu-
lar teacher. |
H at eck program could be set up

Budget’s Public Hearing

Lacks Any Au

While American politicians
may be characterized by their
tendency to employ various
techniques of long-winded ver-
bosity, the City Council In
Farmington Wednesday night
proved to be a noteworthy ex-
ception,

Meeting for a special public
hearing on City Manager John
D. Dinan‘s proposed budget for
the upcoming year, the
Council--missing Mayor Wil-
bur V, Brotherton and Coun-

cilman Jahn Allen--proceeded
to conduct a full meeting in
a total elapsed time of flve
minutes and 28 seconds. Mayor
Pro Tem Howard W, Thayer
presided,

Nome of the public bothered
to come and be heard.

Nevertheless, with or withe
out citizen advice, budgets must
be drawn, discussed and
approved, All this is scheduled
{o take place at 8 p,m, tomOF-
row, at the Council's regular

meeting, :
This year's budgefds note-
worthy for its one per
thousand ‘dollars asse>3ed val-
tax reduct! 1\ (even

though this translafs to 2
slight increase per
due to a correspond

in valuation L rates).
In addition, the buf calls
for a marked in in sal-

aries for sevéral City depart-
ments, particularly the Depart.
ment of Public Safety.

ibrary
To Eas

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Thisis the
first in a two-part serjes dis-
cussing the Farmington District
Library and the upcoming li-
brary millage vote May 22.)

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY
Editor

“peter Rabbit’ is an excel-
lent book. But Blology II peeds
a bock about rabbit anatomy.
And English IV needs a book
about major English poets. And
Mrs. Jones wants ‘TheSource’,
And the Farmington Public Li-

brary is ridicalously inadequate *

in its ability to serve any one
of these needs,"”

That’s how @ story on the
Farmington District Library

‘began in the May 4 lssue of

Farmington High’s Blue &
White'’,

The student reporter noted
that *Admittedly, most of the

schools (including the elemen~

Needs Supp(;)rt

e Inadequaci

taries) have their own Libraries,
but even they hardly make a
dent in-the amount of material
necessary to properly service
the students.’”

Unfortunately, the highschool
reporter is correct in her an-
alysis of the lack of factlities
for the District Library.

Farmington currently bas one
lbrary serving the entire 36
square mile area. Both the city
and township residents pay a
half mill tax to operate the
system.

On Mooday, May 22, Farm-
ington Township voters willvote
on whether or not to levy an
aaditiooal cae mill for a 10-

. year period. 1f approved, tbe
| City Council will levy the tax
on the clty taxpayers.

Under the proposed expanslon
plans a $20,000 square foot
library facility will be con-
structed on 12 Mile Rd, just

H
i
east of Farmington ﬂ in the
‘Township.

To buld ibe sln%;-‘\n ad

purchase 100,000 bop':s for its
shelves will cost addstimated *
$814,000, !
>

. In sddition to thid‘vew fa-
clity, the exis Lbrary
factlity in the city be ex-
panded, An additl 10,000
feet will be constritted and
60,000 books purchasii.

Estimated cost ol this is
$293,000. 1l

First priority in ;2 expan-

- this Is not done it wil refuse
to levy the millage. .

o "

die
B

nce

Additionally, provision for
extension of services into the
recently annexed industrial
aréa explains another sizable
figure in the budget that did
not exist for the current fis-
cal year.

Predicating the property tax
decrease on the increase In
Farmington's assessed valu-
ation, and attributing the salary
increases to an *‘effort to
matntaln an enlightened pay
scale and attempt to stay a-
breast of salaries of compar-
able community size in the
metropolitan area, Dinan's
budget generally holds to the
line of last year's recelpts and
expenditures,® The total in-

crease 15 measured at less

than one per cent,

‘The turrent budget under
which &e city 1s operating bal-
ances at $604,230.42, and the
proposed budget amounts  to
3609,481.48, The biggest
scheduled recelpt s fromprop-
erty axes, the largest expen-
difire for public safety.

her salary Increases out-
side of public safety divisions
are {n the defartments of the
city manager, the municipal
coart, the city treasurer and
the public service department.

AuctionBicycles

The FarmingtonTownship
Police Dept. will be conducting
a bicycle auctionSaturday, June
10, at the Township Adminis.
tration Bidg., on 11 Mile Rd.
west of Orchard Lake Rd.

The suction, to be held at
10 am., will consist of the
sale of 44 blcycles and other
miscellaneous Items impounded
or collected by the police.

heré, both principals think \cachcr-jaides should cor-
rect the themes. H i
More time is spent o literature in F
schools than on composition, although &
classes do quite a bit of writing.
English tenchers at North Farmingt

prmington
nglish V

on have

proposed that a senior course in compobition be

sel up for one semester next year.
Conant also recommends that a senior
4 Please Turn

course ‘be
o Page Two

WORKING QUT every moraning in Fa i ington’s
City Park are Jack Cotton and Bill Corrmoy. The
two aré up at 6 a.m. 1o do their laps atound the
park before beginning the workday. Cotton is di-
rector of athletics for the schools and Corjroy heads
the Farmington Insurance Agency.



