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THESE ARE the worst *rafﬁc cornefs
in Farmington, Livonia and Plymouth, .
judging from the number of motor
vehicle accidents. Four [of the seven
are oniMiddlebelt Road,fa north-south
artery, rather than on one of the east-
west roads going into Detroit. To find
out how bad the infersections are and §
what might be done about them, we o]
sent alteam of reporters to interview et
police in each of the areas. ;

MIDDLEBELT-SCHOOLCRAFT, with 68 ac-
cidents last year, was Livonia's worst. Big rea-
son: Detroit Race Course traffic. Police traffic

investigator Cpl. Archie Hewett notes Middle-

MIDDLEBELT-PLYMOUTH, with 61 acci-
dents, has a pair of shopping centers. Cpl. He-
wett says biggest driver violations at all the bad

MIDDLEBELT-SEVEN MILE, scene of 57 ac-
cidents during 1966, has adequate lanes for left
turns but lacks special left-turn signals. Thus,
left turns must be made on the yellow light, and
only two or three cars can get through. Special

e,

belt has only four lanes from Plymouth to Five
Mile, shoUld have a left-turn lane and left-turn
signal.

corners are failing to yield during a left turn,
following another vehicle too closely, and
speeding.

signals would allow eight to 10 cars to com-
plete left turns. The county is studying all the
problem intersections, according to Hewett,
speaking in the absence of traffic bureau head
Lt. Robert Thorn.

cause drivir,

Farmington Police Chi

- of the public.

in the entire area, principally because both carry much commuter raffic.

ef Irving Yakes blames the problems on his bnder-

staffed enforcement division and just plain tareless driving on tHe part
¢ ) L

FARMINGTON ROAD is crossed by 1-96
(bridge) and the expressway, in turn, is flanked
by Nine Mile to the south and Freedom Road
(beyond bridge) to the north. Farmington City
Public Safety Dgector Robert F. Deadman says
Freedom F 2ad traffic is constantly in danger be-
$'r, 2 vision of Farmington Road is ob-
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MAIN AND MILL is Plymouth’s worst spot
— five pwxny damege accidents and three in-
juries this year alone.. City Police Chief Robert

Corrington §i!es two reasons: the “stupid lay-
treets, and the 45-mile speed limit

out” of the

NORTH TERRITORIAL AT SHELDON Road,
scene of five property damage accidents so far
this year, ranks as Plymouth’s No. 2 bad spot.
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scured by the bridge. Police gave “superior
enforcement: by issding violations in many of
the six injury and {10 property damage acci-

dents, and signals apd lights have been jnstail-
ed. But Deadman sa{;

s the problem is mdre ba-
sic: The poorly-designed bridge should pe re-
built. i
I

east of the corner which causes drivers 1o slow
down in a hurry when the speed limit ii cut 1o
25 at the.city limifs. Corrington says the 45
speed limit is in the fownship section bnd is
therefore YWayne County's responsibility.
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Chief Cor;inglon

_iays the blame simply on
heavy traffic. i




