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Nardin Park Church =
Valued At $1 M 1[[10n

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN
Staff Writer

The $1 million-plus edifice of Nardin Park
Methodist Church on 11 Mile is the fourth building
project its minister, the Rev. William Mercer, has
undertaken.

He came to Nardin Park from Trinity Methodist
in Highland Park where hd steered a $70,000 re-
-modeling job. He spent 12 years at St. Andrew
Methodist, going there when it was a mission church,
and oversaw the building of two units at $100,000
and $250,000 each.

During his tenure at St. Andrew the church grew
to 2,300 members, so the clergyman is accustomed
to congregations as large as the 1,700 member Nar-
din Park parish,

WHEN THE CHURCH moved out here from
Detroit three years ago, Mr. Mercer was nssnpned
to it he says, “to hold the congregation together.”

1t had been accused of raising a race issue when
it sold its old church building to Ebenezer African
Methodist Church.

The choice of Farmington for its present 20-acre
site was made by the Detroit Council of Churches.

When the move was made here, 1,300 of the
member families remained with it. Four hundred
new members have joined since the move. Sunday
school membership has tripled to a total of 800.

To run this church corporation, Mr. Mercer has
three assistants—the Rev. Roy Syme, associate; the
Rev. Frank Benish, minister of visitation; and Dr.
John Phelps, minister of music.

Each makes 15-20 parish calls a day and Mr.
Mercer says another full time staff member is
badly needed.

There are three choirs, a Boy Scout troop, youth
groups for all ages, two bowling leagues, three
adult Sunday schogl classes, a Methodist Men's
.group and a Women's Socxety of Christian Service.

AS llEAD of all-this activity, Mr. Mercer com-
ments, “If I couldn’t pray, I'd go nuts.’

Prayer relieves tensions for Mr. Mercer, but
for sustained relief from parish probléms, he travels
the world. He and his wife sell tours and the two of
them have covered cities from London to Leningrad.

His church study is filled with conversation

pieces he has brought home from far-flung places.

ere at home he relaxes by playing squash in

the winter, .golf in the summer and painting at olls
at odd moments in between.

Born in Fresno, Calif., and brought up in the
midwest, Mr. Mercer attended Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity and Drew Theological Seminary.

He didn't make up his mind to enter Christian
service until his senior year in college and says
he was a minister for six years before he had a
“thorough-going religious experience.”

“At this time,”” he says, ‘‘three basic things
came to me—a surrender to . a genuine belief
in prayer and a real belief in creative good will
toward everybody.”

He has taken these basic beliefs and bined

“the week.”

The Rev. William Mercer

“For me this course would be Jesus Christ."”

In line with this conservatism, Mr. Mercer takes
exception to clergymen creating civil disobedience.

About this he says, "I know many ministers who
have been so caught up in outside issues and meet-
ings they are no’longer ministering to their congre-
gations.’

“You just can't play God—you just do your
best. 1 am a great belie ver in spending ‘most of
my energies-where I am.”

It's ideas like these the paster expounds when
he speaks on “Churdd of the Crossroads" each Sun-
day morning over WWJ-Channel 4, a Detroit Council
of Churches sponsorcd program.

He is a vice president of. the Council and was
once chmrman of its department of television and
radio.

Facile with speech himself, Mr, Mercer feels
there is a lack in the church today of “‘ministers who
can make an’ ldea live and who can communicate.

“YOUNG MEN ARE no! longer lmeresled in
preaching. They are talking social issues.

“In my Sunday sermons [ usuall) begin with a
topic like ‘stairway to the sta
ing' and then S(ud) the scripty
ground. '

“Itry to apply this to our
get some sort of inspiration

ires for Biblical back-

daily lives so that we
for daily life during

them with a conservative concept of world and
church affairs. |

He says, "I am a conservative. 1 believe we
ought to bring to the pulpit the Christian image in
relation to current issues. I feel one of the weak-
nesses of the extreme left is that it assumes every-
‘body is psychologically strong.

““Most of the people I know need inspiration to
keep body and soul together as well as guidance as
to where to apply faith.

“I DON'T” FOLLOW the extreme conservative
idea of a flaming Hell and personal devil—God to
me is a god of love and the whole world pivots upon
the individual who has the ability to feel the pres-
ence of God in a way unique to him.

Cuban Exile
To Address

Spring Concert
Planned By

A Background
Of Assurance...

Many families select the Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home simply to be
certain of the high type of service they
desire. The knowledge that we have
conducted funerals in Farmington for
over seventy-five years is proo f

s’ or ‘wings of morn-

Methodi
Women {o
Close Year-

The five Circles of the Wo-
man’s Society of ChristianSer-
vice of Orchard Methodist

By DOREE GOLDST!IN 6269299

NDIMA GEUN!L 6265794

To 'swim or not to swim?

Do you suppose we'll ever
get out the swimming pool?
We don't know.

In.the

O/c[e jrané/in i’j ./4/”’!..6”’1(1(:

in Olda Franklin  Town on
April 8.

Joel Friedman made out fust
tine at home while his par-
ents , Jerry and.Ann, took a
tour which included stays at
Rome, Florence, Pisa and a
stop at Shannon, Ireland.

Church will meet this week for

is coming in ~ in abundance,
thelr final meeting of the year, 5

And now that it the house-
hunting season it looks like our
subdivision should be fully pop-
ulated soon.

New arrivals: Irvingand Sara
Pitt,
college,

Roy and Sue Wade and their
three-year-old boy.

- Heartlest congratulations to
Dennis and Nancy Millgard on
the birth of their third daugh.
ter, Cheryl Ann, She arrived

The Wesleyan Circle will
meet for 2 noon luncheon Tues-
day and will then take 2 towr of
the antique shops In the vicinity
of Six Mile and Hamilton, Det-
roit, CaltMrs, Raymond Barget
for turther information,

The . Doreas and Mizpah
Clrcles will-gather at the home
of Mrs. James Hill, 32028
Bonnet Hill, for a potluck tunch.

with one grown sop in °

Ann confirmed

Women Attend GOP Conve

Mrs, Arthur Groscop amd
Mrs, Frank Kerr, delegates
representing the Republican
‘Women's Organization of
Farmington Hills, accompanied
by club president, Mrs, Frank
DePodesta, and members Mrs,
Richard Gaul and Mrs, John
MeCormick attended the con.
vention of The National Fed-

that Rome {5 a fascidating city,
the Florentines are §till clean-
1ng and repairing from the flood
and tl at the famous Hisa Tower
does lean, L

Please don't be shy. If you
hear anything that [you think
should go into ouf column,
Please call us, N

ntion

eration of [Republican Women
in Washington , D|C. May 4
thru May 6!

The main order gt business
during this' gamm{-‘or prom-

inent Republican Women was
the election of national officers
to represent the National Fed-
eration of Republicah Women's
Clubs in the United S{ates.

eon Wednesday. Mrs.- Richard
Smith will be co-hostess,

The Mary-Martha and R“ )
Circles will meet tn Fellow-
ship Hall at the chugch for a
potluch supper Thursday at 7

' Continuing lthproveménts

During the past year there have been a number of changes in the ranch-tyl
design of McCabe Funersl Home. These modifications ate all part of & con-
tinuing program for providing mpmed service to the increasing number off

:i:ns ;;;ianxn' and families that seck vs out.
chairmen,

Mrs, L.G, Beltz,
of the Woman's Soclety, In-
vites all women of .therchurch
to attend one of thesg Circle
meetings. _Furthey drrange-
ments can be madh :alllng -
one of the hostesses & -

if it enters his blofistream Funeral Home
ern Aftica. “The po ﬁ“o\; 18570 GRAND RIVER AVE. VE 6.3752

talned from the €. L. McCABR

L. D, McCABE

Attend ChurchThisS unday.

With Your Famlly At The Church of Your Chou:e

NORTH FARMINGTON BA"IST CHURCH
00 W. Thirteen Mile Ind
(nu wm of Orchi .
Alhluled with The Americ u: Convention
and lw Detroit (‘cuwc-l of Churches
“What If?*

(Nursery)

Wcr\hnn Sem:e " (Al Ages)

Church School

The Farmington area's most :omple!a chunlJ dure:lory

LTRINITY EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

26330 LaMuera Drive
Farmington

ngland Subdivision
. Holy Communion

In S|

IRESB\’T RIAN
CHUR(H

26165 Farmingjon Rd.

. Utlice GR.

ot Eloven Milp Rd.
mily Worship Worshlp, Chunf- School
Orchard Mefhodlst Church Service o nd Nurshry
30450 Farmington Road Chureh Schoot Facllities : 0 am. a.m.
Fariington Rosd betweon 43 snd 14 Mils Roads at Beechview School George W. Ramsey, Minister
'FRANK A. COZADD, Minsty? - GR. 60170 The Rev. Joseph A. Pelbam R:‘»;rt N. ;-1:1 er, Jr.,
Worship Servics and:Church School st 9:30 and 11:00 am. Rector L Awt ter
Nursery Provided Offics - MA. 66820 GR. 4.2860 Church - GR.| 4-6170
Fll'st Methodlst Church BETHEL |BAPTIST | ' | The Lutheran|Church
OF FARMINGTON CHURCH of the|
Serving Farmington Since
oring fiver sl Warser Tt D INCARNA” p‘lonlj
arshin Servive an : :
et b Sunday School ....9:45 a.m. 3083 W, Ten Mile
. 9:15 and 10; Morning War:hlp ll m am. Church School 945 am
Ministers Youth Groups ....5:45 p.m. "
W, Evening Setvice . 7:00 p.m Worship Service 11.00 a m.
Tavid It St Wednesday Bible Study Nursery Provided
P:rlsp it and Prayer Hour 7:30 p.m.
Mrs. Sidoey Eva FRANK B, SNITH, Pastor Rev. Poter C.|Larsen
Varsonage ¢ GR. ¢2844 4763335 4745318

North Con gregatmnal Church

Nanln-num Hi
€,

way at Lahser Road
4444276

MINISTER: Dr. Ralph H. Read

11:00 AM. MORNING SERVICE OF WORSHIP
11:00 AM. CHURCH SCHOOL

Classes from Joddlers through Twelfth Grade
Infant care provided
ALL ARE WELCOME

Church Choirs

Orchard Methodist Church
will hold a spring concert Sun~
day, May 21, at7 p.m. In Fel-
lowship Hall.

The Chancel and Chapel
Cholrs will sing secular and
showtime music including fa-
vorite tunes. Piano selections
will be presented by the music
director, David Kaser.

The choirs and music com-
mittee are hoping to raise funds
toward a new plano for the
cholr toom. Donations « $1
Adults; 50 cents Students,

Conservatives

“Fidel Castro, the New Lett

and Robert Kennedy” will be
the topic of exiled Cuban law-

yer, writer and professor, Dr, *

Fernando Penabaz, when he
speaks Tuesday, May 16, at
the Oakland County Conserva-
tive Club,

Dr. Penabaz was awarded
the Vigilant Patriot Award by
the American Legion, the
D.A.R., the Freedom's Foun-
datlon of Valley Forge and other

in

enough that we will serve you well.

Heeney - Sundquist

A Funeral Home For Over 75 Years

23720 FARMINGTON ROAD

+

i SA
UNITED CHU

. Rijer

Oakla

SUNDAY: SCHOOL [
ADULT BIBLE
WORSHIP SERVY

Parsonage GR

EM
CH OF CHRISJ‘

Carl H. Schitz, Minister

i

Farmiagton

the All-Amerlcan C

Does your
insurance man
work for

YU?

He does it m- an Independent

e in it gunts, 0 we're
fon your side. Clll us any time.

BERGSTROM
INSURANCE
“After We Sall We Serve”
33100 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Dur Phone Number Is

476-5400
Robert H. Bergatram CPCU

1o Combat C

THAYER

A FUNERAL HOME

{NEW CHAPEL)
Grand River at Liberty Street -

Farmington -

GR. 44131

METHODIST

9:00 a1}
10:15 LR 8

CLARENCEVILLE

20300 Middlebelt Rd.
Lijvonia, Michigan
Worship_Sefvice
Church Schoal
115 3jf§ Wortip Service

630 pmyg Youlh Groups

730 pmil The Frening Service .
Wedne: .30 pm., Prayer Service
ELSIE A, JOLNS, Minister
GR. 43563 R GR. 4838

CHURCH

SAINT STEPHEN
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Worship — 10:00 AM.
Church School — 11:00 AM.
$485 West Maple Rosd at Drake
‘Walled Lake, Michigan 43083
HUGH V. STEWART Pastor

Telephone 6262408

HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST CHURCH"
28600 Lohser
Southfield
Badon H. Brown, Pastor
SUNDAY

a.m. Worship Service
& Sunday
1100 8m. Wonhip Service
Sunday School
5.450m. Youth Groups
7.00 0 m. Gospel Hour
WEDNESDAY
7:30 p.m. Prayer.ond Praise

Rev. Badon Brown, spesking

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

Shlawassee at
Farmingion Rd.
Farmington, Mich.

N MINISTER
Rev. Walter C. Ballagh

11 A.M. - Morning Worship
9:45 AM. - Bible School
545 P.M. 3 Youth Groups
7.00 P.M. Evening Worship
.7:30 P.M. Wednesday

... Prayer Service

v Faith Is:
~Jesus Christ Himsell

eing
the Chiel- Cornerstone™
Eph. 2:20

COME AND WORSHIP

Teltplne‘: GR. 49350

JUDSON BAPTIST
CHURCH
Meeting In
EAST JR. HIGH SCHOOL
25000 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
W

hip Servlm, 930

y
Ylllh 'l‘nlnln. Ilr 5 05
Evening Gospel 17, 7:00 p..
Mid-Week Prayer Service
Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Rev. Fred G. Ferris, Pastor
BR. 3-3215

-| You Are Invited(to Attend

First Chuirch

of Christ Sdientist
33825 Grand Rlver Ave.
Farmington, |Mich,

Sunday Service 1 am.
Sunday School .|.. 11 am.

Wed. Evening
Meeting - 8 p.m.
Krading Noom ek Editice
Upn Me i Seeréa
.m eventng

HN

0ad

8
ngton Rd.
/

Farmi,

Freedom Rd.
WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 1:00

Nursery — Both Services

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:40 a.m.

Rev. Charles Fax, Pastor
- GR. 4-05|81

" YOUR cuincu
SHOULD [BE
LISTED HERE

! FOR
INFORMATION
REGARDING
THIS COLUMN
CALL
GR 46225

R




