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Vocational Centers on School Ba
i WV ill Sup@e
Local Teagt

Half Mill

For Area
Centers

A proposal for area voca-
tlonal educational centers
throughott Oakland County are
on the ballot of the annual
school election Monday, June
12,

At the same time, voters in
the Farmington School Dis-
trict will elect one trustee for
a four year term. Six candl-
dates have flled for the seat
now held by Barbara Brown,
Mrs, Brown did not choose to
Fun for re-election,

THE COUNTY-WIDE propo-
sal calls for the creation of
area-wide vocational centers
located in the four quadrants
of the county,

Cost of the construction and
operation of the centers, which
would serve an estimated 2,000
students each year or 10 per
cent of the county's 11th and
12th graders, would be paldbya
hatf-mill county-wide levy. It
Is this levy which 1s on the
ballot for voter approval or re-
Jection,

Farmington Superintendent of
Schools, Gerald V. Harrlson,
sald that If the idea is approved
existing facilittes wouldbe used
before the construction ofanew
center,

Harrison satd that it is pos-
sible that the Oakland Com-
munity campus due to open in
Farmington Township [a Sept-
ember would have some room
for a vocational program for a
period of time, He cautloned,
however, that this would be
temporary as probably by 1970
the college would be using the
available space on the campus,

‘The additlon to the vocational
teaching facilities at Farming-
ton High School 1s also a pos-
sibility for temporarily hous-
In the area centers, Harrison
sald,

*IF WE HAD the room and
met the needs we might con-
tract for other students from
other districts,” Harrisoncom-
mented, “but all vocational pro-
grams In the quadrant would be
Nlled before an additional faci-
lity would be bullt,”

‘The four centers would be
operated by the school district
in which they are located, but
all the costs would be met by
county, state and federal funds,
The local school district re-
venue or budgets would not be
affected by the centers,

Currleulum of the genters
would be set with the'advice
of a citizen committee accord-
1ng to Dr, David Soule, director
of VOCCIS]O‘BN_?G\H‘MMH for the
Oakland Schools,

Current needs of employers
In the county and the occupa-
tional interests of the young
people entering the vocatlonal
program would be reviewed,

THREE YEARS of study of
the economic opportunities in
the county have indicated that

* Pl

e Tum To Page Two

FARMINGTON HIGH student Fred Passow operates a
lathe in the mechanics shop at the school. Under the super-
vision of instructor Ted Bielecki, whose watchful eye keeps
tabs on what Fred is doing at the lathe, the mechanics shop

at FHS is part of the currently existing vocational education
prog em in Farmington’s public schools. A county-wide mill-
age proposal on June 12's ballot would provide for an area
“ocational education program for the county’s schools.

IN CIRCUIT COURT:

Sorna Trial Postponed In Non-Jury Bid

Defense walver of a jury In
the conspiracy to comit murder
trial of a Livonia family has
caused of the

1n front of Oakland County Cir-

cut Judge Farrell Roberts

Wednesday.
i

trial until June 13,

Motion by defense attorney
Murdock Hertzog, acting in be-
half of accused consplrators
Mr, and Mrs, John Sorna and
their son, Jules, 25, was made

N of the trial
gate was set in the fIrst avail-
tlble opening at the end of the
current Oakland County Circutt
Court fury term,

The Sornas, of 20224 Purl-
ingbrook, Livonia, are accused

Pre-Memorial Day
School Absence Up

An offshoot of the Tuesday
holiday was noticed In Farin=
ington public schools last Mon-
day

Absenteetsm  was  about
double, Twenty per cent of the
student body stayed home from
school, with 3,183 boys and
girls absent,

Conversely, teacher absen-
teelsm was about half what
it usually 1s--18 teachers were
absent with the usual rate at

about 30.

Two of the 18 were Sharon
Butler and Robert Clark, teach-
ers;at Farmington Junior High,
wha were married 3 week ago
Friday and were tn Chicago on
a short honey inoon.

I8 mentioning the absentee~
Isui, it might be well to make
note_ that it's good the Fourth
of ‘July falls in the middle
of summer vacation. It’s also
on & Tuesday this year.

of offering $700 to Detroit fac-
tory worker Durt Davis to kill
Mrs,  Victoria  Gorates of
Detroit,

Mrs, Gogates was the key
prosecution witness in last

month’s robbery conviction of
the younger Sorna. Sorna was

0/% the
Inside...

Church Feature and

Directory
Community Calendar . oA
Editor . 4A
LitMe League Standings . 3A
Memorial Day

Parade Pictures .. 4A
Regional News Section B
Sports L .i.aieal. 1248
Want Ads ....... Section €

‘
convicted of a $35 holdup of
Paul and Vic's Market, 28734
Grand  River, Farmington
Township,

Davis told Farmington Town-
ship Justice Byron Walter in a
pre-trial examination March18
that he was appreached by Jules
sorna in the Eagle Cafe, 17199
Dequindre, Detroit, on March
11, and that Sorna told him
that he (Davis) looked ‘*eright
for the job 1 have in mind.”

Davis said Sorna then offer~
ed him §1,000 later reduced
to the $700 figure, to do the
Job and offered to*‘goto Toledo
to get a pistol.” Davis then
notified the Detront police, who
then contacted  Farmington
Township police. .

Mrs. Gogates was the only
witness who could identify

rna.

Currently, the elder Sornas
are free on $25,000 personal
bond each, while Jules is belng
beld In custody in the Oakland
County Jail in leu of $50,000
bond,

Conviction on the conspiracy
charge carriesa maximum sen-
tence of 15 years imprison-
ment,

Postpone .

“Merlo Case

The Oakland County Ciicuit

. Court trial of John Merlo was

postponed Wednesdas, pending
completion of psychiatric ex-
aminations  of the accused
killer.

Merlo, who has been charged
with murderlng his estranged
wife, Sharan, on Jan. G in the

“beauty shop where she worked,

was apprehended in Philadel-
pfifa in  mid-January, after
Farmington Township  folice
had tssued an alert to police
departments  throughout  the
nation.

Mrs. Merlo, 18, was liing
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs,
George Kamen, 19340 Gaylord,
Redford Township, at the time
of her death.

Community Honors

The community turned out
In force Thursday night to honor
Superintendent  of  Schools
Gerald V, Harrison. Harrison,
who has been superintendent
since 1957, Is due to retire
June 30.

His professional colleagues,
personal_friends, and family

n

MORE THAN 200 friends filled the Farm-

were present In addition to
representatives of every seg-
ment of the community.

They heard Board of Educa~

tion President Richard Peters
announce the Board’s deciston
to name the third sentor high
school In the community the
Gerald v, Harrison HighSchool,

ington High School Gym Thursday night to
honor Superintendent of Schools Gerald V.

Harrison. They heard

testimonials from long-

They heard about the decision
of the Farmington PTA Coun-
cilito designate the scholar-
ships the group awards each
year to graduating seniors as
the ‘Harrison Scholarship Fund,

They saw the Farmington
YMCA Buard of Management
present a plaque “lor service

Gerald

to youth.” Harrison has sersed
on the Y's Buard since 1964,
They saw the presentation
of the Farmington’s Jaycees
Outstanding Citizen Award.
They bheard tributes from
iy, towaship and Village of
Wood Creek officials along with
reflections on the man and his

time friends and professional colleagues and

best wishes from the community. Harrison, who

will retire June 30, received a boat to aid him in
* his hobby of fishing from the community.

V. Harrison

career f{rom a former high
school principal, a past super-
intendent of the Northvijle
Schools where Harrison was
before coming to Farmington,
from a representative of the
Oakland County Intermediate
School Board and from Dr,
John Tirrell, president of the
Oakland Community College,

Maurice Cole, principal of
Lincoln High School in Fern-
dale, noted that MHarrison
showed his leadership ability
quickly during his school days.

“His contributions to this
community have made more of
a lasting effect and have more
value than if he had donated a
hospital or a museum,’ Cole
said,

Russell Amerman, 2 past
superintendent of the North-
ville Schools, termed Har-
rison’s work as principal of
Northville High as “nine years

of wonderful relationship.

“He has been 2 credit to
s profession uver the years
because of his honesty, fair-
ness, tintelligence and sin-
cerity,” Amerman commented.

Dr. Kenneth Brown, deputy
superintendent of the Oakland
County Intermediate District,
101d of the 26 different groups
‘on the county and Superinten-

dent’s level on which Harrison -

served,

Tirrell noted the locatign of
the Orchard Ridge campus of
the college in Farmington
Township and stated that the
students on the campus through-
out the “decades will be ben-
efiting from the interest and
concern’* shown by Harrison.

“1 will use your example
in the years I have ahead,"
Tirrell stated, “and hopefully
deserve as you do this type
of wonderful occasion in the
years ahead.”

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY
Editor

Farminglon's existing voca-
tional ducation program would
serve asafecder tothe country-
wide area vocational education
center  proposed for voter
approval on June 12,

At least, that'sthe best means
to describe the function of the
two programs,

Farmington Director of Vo-
catlonal Education Farl Bau-
munk said that the local district
would rontinue to assume some
responsibility  for  vocational
education should the proposal
pass,

He termed thelocaldistrict’s
contrilution as pre-vocational
experiences-~espectally f the
industrlal arts area,

This, he explained, “differs -

m o terms of the sophistica-
tion of the equipment needed’”

to prepare people for actual =

employment in the field,
Farmington, which is cur-
rently building anadditiontothe
industrial arts area at Farm-
tngton High School, might run
fecder programs in the other
Tigh schools of the district into
the Farmington Migh facility,
The addition is scheduled for
completion in September, 1968,
The Farmington Highfacility,
in turn, could serve asafeeder
program to the larger, more
advanced area programs.
Today, the Farmington
schools have six classes a day
in the vocational field, Bau-
munk said that there are stu-
dents enough for seven classes
a day if there was room, -
In order to understand the
difference between  what the
Farmington School District is
aready doing and what the
county proposal would do it is
necessary to define some of

H
ment

as, business, home econo-
and tndustrial arts,”
CATIONAL EDUCATION

intida particular chosen voca-
gy, or Jo upgrade employed

hus Daumunk refers to the

program, ds “‘pre-vocaa

ot fiihe country-wide program
o

£ 1t 35 “the area vocational

14 in Farmings
the schools, in
eof 63 per cent
és of the publlc
planned to ate
1 the remaining
seven per cent
further train.
gh school vocas
tional level, while 30 per cent
went Into the fwprk force di~
rectly from high school,

The Michigap Vocational Di-
rectors Assoclation states that
theilocal school districts, an
area vopational education cen-
terfand the confmunity colleges
all fhavd a rolé to play in the
Yutyre of vocallonal education
o fhe state, ¢
Tts } assotiation,  which
assprts ;that efght out of every
10 Yt school | students do not
attend college, hétes that under

clol system
tenfl college, ¢
37 ¥per - cent

“plapned Ho tak
ing on a:post b

the  three-prénged  respon-
sibilit .
The local high school will

prokide wocatiand] education in
where it 15 econ:

the terms used by s,
INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION is
definel as *a gencric term
tneluding indusirial arts and
vocational (industrial) educa-
tion,” .
INDUSTRIAL  ARTS s *a
phase of general education
which provides experience cene
tered around the organization,
products, processes and ma-
terfals of industry, It also pro-
vides exploratory experiences

which are helpful in the cholce’

of a vocation,"”

PRE-VOCATIONAL EDUCA-
TION {5 the same as Industrial
a;

rts,
PRACTICAL ARTS tsdefined
as “a phase of general educa-

!

sucl wher
oml¢ally feastile, where stu-
dent, population’ karrants, and
where cquipmeat, and facilities
can be pFovided,-

Tl afea vocational education
center Wil s TYe to supple-
menf programg jn local high
schools | along (with providing
programs that )} eanoffer more
effectively thanthe local school,

Among these Wéuld be a wide

rarige of oc courses,
courses which kdep abreast of
the. chadging techbology; pro-
vide coimseling 'services and
specialifed testing

for 'students aftet referral and
upon; request of e local high
*}n. 6 Turr To Page Two
1
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intendent of Schools GeraL

Maurice Cole following Thur

Lincoln High School in Fern:
was a student.
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[d V. Harriton greets
day night’s testimon-
ial dinner for Harrison. Cole was principal of the
dale whiife Harrison
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