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The Stratford Shakespear-
ean Festival begins its 15th
season this week on the love-
1y banks of Ontario’s Avon
River and quiet, serene Strat-
ford, Onlario acquires a bit
more hustle and bustle.
English film

1. is appearing in “Rich-
azd 111" William Hutt, long
favorite, has

Tony Van Bridge, veteran
' Canadian actor, will give
Falstalf naw life in the
rollicking "Merry Wives of
Windsor.”

On successive nights {June
IZ 13 and 14) Path of lhv\e

‘Millie’
Movie

A Wow

Julie Andrews puts you on
Cloud 9 and sets your toes
tapping from the opening
minutes of “Thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie” to ‘the - wacky.
navel ending. :

The Northland Theater
thunders with laughter for a
s0lid two hours and a hall.

“Thoroughly Modern Mil-;
lie”  exudes nostalgia. If
you're over 40 (and who
isn't these days?) you'll hum
right along when Julie An-
drews and company break
into a tune like “Baby Face.”
1t you're in the below 40
bracket. there are plenty of
new songs like “Tapioca”
and the title tune to keep
your primitive spirits in the
groavy rhythmic mood.

In short, hare’s & movie

——jon the

plays will have their premi
ere performances. Later in
the season (July 251 Christo-]
phes Plummer and Zoe Cald-
well will appear in "Anthony
and Cleopatra.”
Tickets for this production |
are all sold out up to Labor:
Day. There are a few scats
left for some performances’
in the first week of Septem-
ber.
The Stratford Box office
reports one uf the best open-
ing advance sales in its his-
tory. Normally, the advance!
ticket sale is around holf a
mullion. This year it is close
to $650,000,
Such advance ticket sales
limited run of the
plays in Stratford. Ontario at
the Festival only doubly;
dramatizes the insistent plea-
for everyone to acquire their!
Stratford tickets as early as
possible.
Appears now that Strat-
ford's 1987 success may pro-
duce a soldout season by July
1. If this happens, you'll have'
to go to the Guthrie Theater
as a substitute. You'll find|
the same type staging in thu[
location and many of the,
alumni from Stratford. H

Douglas Campbell, Strat-
ford's leading actor-director
for years, it the arlistic di-
rector and retains the zest-
ful “open staging” of Strat-
ford in the Minnesota home
for classic drama.

As in the past. old Wally,

and the Guthrie to give a P

on the plays and
Stratford has yet to disaj
point old Wally.

Closer to home in Dearn
born the Greenfield Village:
Players have for three sea
sons been struggling to re-
vive the fine art of American
melodrama and early come-
dies. The efforts over the

|Mercy College

‘Production Courses

lwnn travel both to Stratford’ dramatics”—and body disci-.the course;

complete on-the-spot report ed in the Summer Thcalcr students, w]

e

i

EARLY ENGINE CL l B members will hold their annual
summer meeting and demonstration at Greenfield V illage
on Saturday, June 17. A collection of large and small
engines of every type and description will be on exhibit
and in operation during the day in the Village. ’v'isilnrs
are welcome to view the engine club’s ac i

Slates

Carillg

criticiza presentations of

n.Cq 11(:th

IYp31 Greek Theatre Still Has Support

' Although the
{Greek Theatre is
this summer, interest in the

thnlann
“resting” |

|the community and on the
Eastern Michigan University

'
Solid support revently
| came from the EMU Board
'of Regents when they ap-
‘pra\cd a plan to acceplt gifts
and grants to expand the
University's summer drama
\and theatre progtam to in-
| clude the Greek Theatte con-
cept if financial support is
adequate. . !
1 Buttons, populai*
| with ~xudcn(< were sold re-
cently .by members of the
Eastern  Michigan English
I Club in an attempt to} cover
\lhe campus with the glogan,
| “Greek Drama Lives!'| They
.rcahu\d more than $200 in
their oneday sale.
A float, featuring Aga-
1 memnon's chariot, will be
i

entered in the annual

! Fourth of July parade in
. Ypsilanti.

The Women's
Committee of YGT will be
assisted by several students
from the EMU art depart-
ment.. in decorating the
float, 'Other students will
appesd on the float wear-
ing stumes from last
year's productions.

The Ypsilanti. Greek The
atre, which, in the summer
of 1966, presented its inaug-
ural scason af Eastern’s con-
verted baseball field. is
plagued by 4 sizeable debt

which must ‘be dealt with
!before it can’ continue with
Improvisatitn — “instant - directors. 4 dulls»rvha_\ ake 1 plans 1o ipresent Greek
line for actors are highlight- consid 0 o St drama as it pas boen trade
ine for actors are high ikni: iderati o’wnllfzk::‘(‘:; tionally produced in Greece.
players, | Workshop in Play Production | part in the prodiigtion fwill With Damé Judith | Ander-
p-:Theory at Mercy College of | receive a épelificate. son in the Aeschylus) trapic
‘Dumu i{ For furiher mluaA 'The‘ Oresteid.” and
Applications are being re-{contact thd : Admidions} Of- Bert 'Lahr in the comedy.
ceived now for the sessions | fice, Merc " College of | De-| "The Birds.,] by Aristoph-
which will begin June 26. | troit, 8200} West ‘Outer |Dr, | aness Ypsilanti had a 1966
In “instant dramatics.” ;Detroit 48319. 531-7820, [Ext. festival whi } brought pat-
workshop students  will 286. L rons from every. part of the
act, create, direct and United States.

Naional declaim for the
artistically superb season

1 years the director of the
| project is far from dead in| National Theatre of Greece,
.

fad |

Under the direction of
Alexis Solomos, for 14

words: “Some of the Olym-
pic gods have survived and
they have smiled on Ypsil-
anti.” Eastern Michigan Un-

iversity and Ypsilanti have
hlgh hopes thal these same
gods will continue o smile
next season.

&

renown-
ed. professiona] cast pre-
sented authentic Greek
drama on a siage which re-
sembled the ancient Greek
theatre at Epidaurus. Solo-
mos chose the Eastern base-
ball stadiutn as being a
structure having the close-
et approximation fo an
authentic Greek theatre
which exists in this coun-
try.

Although artistically a suc
cess, the Theatre had finan-
cial problems from the shaky
beginnings right through to
the final curtain. Top-flight

i are i

Scheduled for

The all-professionally stafi-
ed Actor's Workshop, Birm-
ingham House 145, S. Hunt-
er, is forming ils summer
classes in Acting. TV, Radio,
Films and Creative Drama-
tics.

Henry K. Martin, work-
shop director, also announces
th: addition of daytime clas-

“Due to the tremendous
demznd in Detroit for train-
od talent, we have had to

Birmingham Workshop

.
Daytime

‘open. daytime classes of in:
struction.”

All workshop instructors
hold B.A. and M.A. degrees
along with many commercial
credits. Guesls from the
major production centers
visit the sessions as ihe
workshop directs its activity
toward the commercial
rather than the theoretical
world.

and with nothing done on a
second-rate basis, the season
was budgeted for nearly
$900,000. With no support
but voluntary contributions,
a°large debt faced the corp-
oration at’ the end of the
season. Efforts are still be
ing made to erase the debt
and resulls are encouraging
but the cloud still hangs
heavily.

Stanley Kauffmann, drama
critic for the New York
Times, ended his review of
“The Oresleia” with these
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as a flapper searching for
lave and marriage.

Don't miss “Modern Mil-
lie* at the Northland: it's
sure to be rated as one of the
ten best of 1987-68.

—WALLY ROBEE\TS

turned over The Ameri
Drama Festival to his ds- | idson, assistant professor of
sistant, Dr. Joe French. [zrl history at Oakland Uni-

French had full charge the! versity, appears in the re-
third scason. We saw an ex-. cent quarterly edition of the |
panded version of "Amnrpil\n Journal, published in |
can Cousin” that dragged on| New Yurk City.
interminably (or theee hours. | —
“The Scarecrow™ was a point-
less drama. “Shenandoah”
never caught on and received
only mild approval {rom lhe‘
critics. Average allnndim‘c’
did rise slightly.

The fourth season is rczdy'
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O0p T to be e
Gin on July 5. “Amer-|
IMES" jcan Cousin” and Martre Bevwct -
—PLus — doah” are beini “PREHISTORIC WOMIN
“K1SS THE GIRLS [I"Under The G Sotn In Cerar

“The Henrietta" are being’

#::MMDAI'EE added o the repertory.
" French's concept in. pre-
Michoel Conners 'senting these long-winded ' muﬂwﬁw

‘early American dramas as
"written is a novel gesture.
i You may attract the true de-
votee of American drama,
.but the public would like
‘shorter, more platable ver-
sions. A quick visit would be,
 far preferable.
. Let's hope French checks:
| the scripts used the first year
,and goes back 1o those less
than-two hour versions. It's
more humane!
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