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Just Chattin’
Here’s Another Side To The
National Debt Picture

By ‘W. W. EDGAR

Nineteenth District Dem-
ocratic Chairman Aldo Vag-
nozzi has told the Qakland
County Democratic Commit-
tee that the|successful fight

Lmz many others across the land I have been disturbed
with the ever increasing national debt!and the seeming
nonchalanca with which the members of Congress keep
boosting it.

It seems that not a2 year goes by that the public prints
don’t carry a story that Lhe ceiling has been pushed upward
again, There have been 'some years when it happens twice.

When this is dovh there is every reason to ask the
question—

“What would happv.'n it we ran our homes on such 2
basis?”

The recent boost was $39 billion and it was passed off
with about as much concern as though it ‘were 39 cents. At
least, lhu seemed to be the attitude of the general public.

. . .

HOWEVER 1 am 3 product of the old school that was
hught, “1¢ you want to dance you will have to pay the
piper.®

4 The boosting of the ceiling always has bothered me.
Only recently, on the theory that few persons realized the
meaning of a billion dollars, I had a banker friend provide
some very mleruhng hgures to give more meaning to the
term “billion."

“If vou had a Illd( of one lhnusand dollar bills,” he
explained, “it would require 1000 to reach a height of eight
inches.”

That was inleresting So, I did a bu ol figuring myself.
1t $1 million in thousend dollar'bills was a stack eight
inthes high then a:billion dollars in one thousand dollar
bills would be 8,006 inchgs high—or 667 feet.

Whew! What & -staggering thought, This would be
higher than the Penobscot.Building in downtown Detroit,

Now, place side. by side 39" stacks of thousand dollar
bills—each higher than the Penobscot: d you have some
sort of an idea, not of the mtmnll deb 1, but only of
the recent boost. P

Then, in the mail, came a lelwr from one of my favor-
ite members of- Congress, Mrs. Martha W. Griffiths, and I
developed an entirely new concept of the national deb!.

L] - L]
N:HER lelter, Congresswoman Griffiths deplored the fact
that the powerful Wiys and Means Committee, of which
she is a member, wgs forced to devote more than 14 weeks
to the debate on Boosting the debt.

She pointed out that this time could have be:n better
spent on a study of the Social Security, program and the
seemingly slowness of ‘the payments for medicare and such
things.

"After all" she stated, “raising the national debt i
only providing the money to pay our bills.”

Then she asked, “And what would Mappen—if we
didn't pay them?” | i

The real problcm as she pointed out, is the gther sid
of the pictura—the side where the money is doled out i
huge qu:nmm wuh little or no thougtt of the cons
quences.

"

by legi for
a measure of equity in the
state’s fecently adopted in-
come tax will mean that
suburban residents® will pay
less than they would have
paid under the Republican
proposal.

Speaking to the Democra-

the savings show up when a
comparison is made between

Workshop
Open House
On Thursday

An open house will mark
the end of the Northwest

in which 35 teachers
urban school dis-
been participat-

shop
from 12 suly
tricts have
ing.

The open house will be
held July 20, 7 p.m., at the
Cass | Elementary School in
Livoria. |

yn display will be teach-
ing materials which the
teachers have created for
use In their school districts
next yeur, Two of the pro-
jocts are:! Conservation—
What s Happening in the
Maetropolitan Ares, and
Community Resources for
Nature Study.

Other projects are: A
Make-Belieye Trip to Eur-
ope, Michigan, Indians—Yes-
terday and'Today, Study of

Career Opportuaities in Art.
The teachers have also be-
come actively involved in the
study of their communities
by taking Yanou: field trips
through local industrial and
business enterprises.

Yie Committee’s monthly|
meeting, Vagnozzi said that|

the final program with the|.

Commiunity :Resources Work- |-

‘Human Growth and Develop-| ~
ment, and An BEvaluation of | |

Democratic improvements| $600 per person sxemption.
and the last Republicah plan| 14 per cent property. tax
pushed by the GOP in the} credit on only school and
House of Representatives. county faxes and no eredit
House Republicans tried or city income faxes, ac-
to pul  through a plan | cording to Vagmorsl.
which . called for only a

“Democrats insisted' on =

Livonia Observer, Plymouts Obsarver, Farmington Otserver . THE OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS — Redfordl Observer Westland Obeerver, Garden Clty Obearrer

Democrats Gave Suburbs

Break on

“Th t:mocnuc property
proposal—a sliding

higher personal exemption
and finally won a $1,200 fig-
‘ure,” Vagnozzi told the meet-

BACKYARD SWIMMING th‘l‘RUCTIO‘J This Is one of

ing. “This means a tax sav-|cent f4r he first $100—cov-
ing of $15.60 for. each de-{ers allj homestead taxes, not
pendent on \hu improvement | just school and property.
alone. “The extension of proper-
ty tax felief to renters, based
on 20 cent of the annual

rent, a4 ydvocated by Demo-
also benefit many
in the area, Thus a,
ying $125 a nionth

0! have had under
ise Rrpubh:ln plan.
ns plymg a c.\ty in-
x will ‘also receive
fainst their state in.
x on a sliding cale
Rt 20 per cent for the
0 paid.’ A suburban
paying $50 in Detroit
axes can deduct $10
amount from his
ome tax."”

prxd’ sald that w
P! four with an in-
f $8,000 paying a
y' tax of $400 a
which $250 goes
ol and county faxes,
ave fo pay $105 in
come faxes under
se Republican plan.
Pemocratic improves
ve reduced this state
ax bite to $29.50 for
paying a full city
x, $35.10 for a per-

come t
credit 3|
come ta)
starling
first $1
resident
income
of -that
state in
Vagny
family

year, o
for scha
would
state i
the Hot

“The

ments h

income

a perso

income

{ 25 backyard pools that the
is given by YMCA instructors Dave Keddie Livonia YMCA uses every summer for les-
and Mary Ellen Darrah to neighbors of the sons in its swimming program.

D. E. Zilich family, 2983¢ Linda, Livonia.
—_
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lax: Vagnozzi

| equitable; because

son  pa; mg a non-resident |

city income tax, and $40.70
for a person who is not pay-
ing -a non-resident city in-
come ax," Vagnozzi explain.|

“The same family of four|
with an income of $20,000
and property taxes of $600,]
including $400 for school and
county, will pay from $51.40)
{0 $81.50 less in state incoms|
taxes as a result of the Dem.|
ocratic imp'rnvemmu‘

“The tax plan is not-fully
it still
plnm too heavy.a burdm on|
mdxvlduals From the ‘experie|
ence in this lchslnuve sese|
sion it. appears- that further|
improsements In pro-
gram can only be made if|
Democratic majorities.are e
turned to the Legistature

‘APACHE
CAMPERS |

<SAPACHE'
i _'—"—_—-B .
CAMPERS’ PARADISE

28790 PLYMOUTH ROAD
2 Blks. Eost of Middlebelt
261-1100
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The place to launch an drive

Mrs. Gnlmhs is to curb those who play politics with federal
funds. This is the type that goes to Washington and makes
much of the fact that he wanlts {o take care of the “folks
‘back home,” so he votes for all sorts of grants.
. Then, when it comes time o pay for those “plums”
they scream economy—when it is too late,

This Is a new dide of the picture and I am thankful,
again to one of my favdrite members, of Cungress, for en-
lightenment. !

Take'a tip lmm Mn Griffiths—watch lhz spenders
from now' on. [ .

Teacheks as a grBup are probably the most dedicated
and most juvenile (at times) group of individuals around.
In this period of militancy for public employces and
teachers they are certanly entitled to bargain for Lhe best.
They becotwe juvenile when they whine and complain about
the ppor pay of teachiers-and the “poor” conditions of one
district,

- The answer to this is the fact that no one is chaining

them 1o a desk in a particular district or to any desk in any
school.

A goed teacher, hown‘v’n}grubd’ly works harder
and cares more intensely about his profesion and his stu-
dents than any other professional group.

This dedication i3 why communications {rom the Mich.
lgan and National® Education Associations (the teachers’
professional groups) are just about alwAys read when they
arrive in the stack of'mail. .

This week the results of a'survey conducted at the
NEA's national convention arrived from the. MEA head-
quarters in Lansing. |

Some of the results of the survey were:

®Teachers belieye (308 to 231) that schools are placing
too much emphasis o preparation of the college béund
student at the expenu of the student who is not college
bound. .
®Only 158 Mlnuved that their school system had “‘ade-
quate” programs for non-ollbge bound students as oppoud
to the 384 who said no.

. ®The explosive questior of bussmg sludmu to, main-
tain a racial blllnﬂ‘ drcw qle vppoud to uu: nde:, while
123 agrecd.

'Ot course, it lhnuld be noled here that’ th NEA tends
10 be the more consecvat|ve of tBe (wad groups repaesenting
teachers nationally. The 'American Federation 'of T€achers
tends to draw the Mactivists'’ among the teachiers and has
primary representation among the large schdol districts.
For example, Detroit teachers are represented by the AFT,
while school districts in Observerland are represented by
the local chapters of the Nea. |

On the questlon ef political acilon by the associations
the opinion waa just sbout divided,

®Should local teacher associations back political can.
didates with endorsement and rinnn:ial support? 522 said
yes while 292 said no. -

@Should state teacher nssoclaham take the same action
499—yes, 311—no, *

’ #Should the NEA tate the same action. 433-—-yes and
77 no.

#0n the question “Should teachers, after school hours,
work actively as members of political parties” only 69
sald no, while a resounding 438 agreed with the premise
o political action.

® A majority of the teachers (210) said that they would
not strike even after the association had “exhausted all of
the legal remedies and the school board still refused to nego-
tiale in good faith.” Only 183 said yes to this question.

Maybe this survey i3 Indicative of new maturity on
the part of the teschers and the days of the stereotype of
he Little ghite haired old lady who.can't do much else is
dylng for the teachlng profession.

We hové 9.

The p is offered

thrbugh Michlgln State

and s directed

by Catl ! e and Charles
Juckwn.I:

School distficts are repre-

sented by the following

teachers from Livonia, James
Georxe, Dordthy Hill, ' Bill
Lawson, Darvin Long, Car-
olyn’ Lootpis, Joan Lyon,
Sharon Makey, Viane Papko,
and ' Ellen) Kaplan; from
Farmington, Buhl Burton,
Sharpn Maher, Jacquelyn
Sturts, Churyl Smith, Linda
Van Dyke, Susan Calvin, and
Kathy Waggoner; from Gar-
den .City, || Edith Benedict,
Row Flournoy, and Bob
Kirs) A
Other
are: Detro
Bertha Goo
Joan But]
Larys; Tay
bara Desy
Nankin M
and Kathi
field, Isobi
Hill, JoAr
oyth, Dord
ford Uhion,
and  Way!
Judith Shi
Laveroni.

Liﬂr_(;lry Sets
Aci}zim:ement
Party Aug. 2

An Ach-evemcnt Costume
Party will'be held st both
branches af the Livonia Pub-
lic Library, on Friday, Aygust
4, at 2 pm., as the climax
of the summer reading pro-
gram,

Reading|

istricts’  teachers
t, Ken Brown and
dwin; Allen Park,
er and Sharon
or Township, Bar-
and Sharon Leach;
ills, Joyce Green
yn Kirk, South-
1 Fenton; Cherry
n Dolan; Plym-
thy Johnson; Red-
Dorothy Keeney;
e, Artie Moaore,
yman, and Patricia

\cards are to be
turned in at the libraries by
Thuriday, || August 3. Cos-
tume} at the party are to be
of a favorife character from
one o( the!books read.

A prize Mll awarded for
the costumd judged best, as
well a¥ first.second, and third
pri he most books read
from [Juné 25 16 August 3.
Mothers aze invited to attend.
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