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QUIET MAN,

By TIM RICHARD
Managing Editor
Now In his fourth term In theState House of

Representatives, Raymond L. Baker operates : «

like 2 Lansing veteran.

The Farmington Republican is chalrman
of tha House committes on conservation and
recreation and is also 2 member of the lquor
control, Insurance and youth committees.

* He works quietly; one rarely reads about
him on the wire services or In thedally papers.

He 13 cautlous abou} expressing a personal

* opinion; his newsletiers from Lansing give
no hint of the part We must have played in
committee work on cyntroversial bills, or
of how he voted, .

Like many othef Republicans elected in
whole or in parf’from Oakland County, Baker
cin be greatly affected by the deep, serlous
Tift between the conservative ‘‘outs’ and the
moderate *'ins” within thé party, and he'd
like to keep on good terms with all,

A pharmacist by profassion, Baker is
Michigan-born and ralsed and loves the out-
doors, Sg we began by asking him about some
major conservation, matters and then got into
other bills on liquor, waterpollution and the

- party structure, Here are the questions and

his answers.
’ Licenses 1-( iked

QUESTION: The Legialature has ralsed
the price of resident fishing licenses from 2

to 33, raised non-resident licenses from $3 to *
8,

$6, established a new trout-salmon atamp at 33
and will require a lcense o fish In the Great
Lakes. In addition, the House has voted to
raise state park annual car-permits from 32
to $3 and deer licenses trom $5 to $2.50.
Are these :related? Why are they all being
ralsed at once? . '

3 would say that many departments--such
as Mental Health, and Soclal Ald and Walfare--
have no means of raising! funds to support
thelr programs, But I think that the Conser-
.vatlon  Department is making some effort to
do this. And even though these fees are being
raised thid year to some degree, the public
Is still getting a real barghln when it comes
to outdoor activities.

“let me give you an|example; this one
is important because it’ en controversial
over the years: Should we| charge & license
fee for fishing on the Great- Lakes?'1t you go
across the river lo Ontarid, yow'll find for a
number of years you've had to pay anywhere
trom $5 to $5.50 or 36 for a license. This is
still going on. ! '

“The State of Mlchigan hasn’t charged,
yet we've contributed much to our Great Lakes
as far as the establishment of better fishing
and the protection of {ish|we already have;
for instance, theJamprey eel control program.
Along with the f 2] government and Canada,
along with Wisconsin and dther atates, we've

1 :-

- : |
contributed an awful lot Lo Lh:t elfort to the
point where in Lake Superior ya’u pow getting
lake rou'tbukulln. et

of money on tourism, and we encoursge people
to come into the State of Mlchigan. Many of
them come every weekend from Ohlo, Indiana,
Kentucky and those areas; and they come upand
they'll have $5,000 worth of equipment as far
as thelr car and their trailer are concerned;
and If they're!coming for a weekend, they'll
bring thelr own groceries and actually spend
very little money in the si i
«Now who's really paybdg for that? We
talk about increasing fees, aad the average
fisherman and sportsman--he’s bot the one
who's really complaining. The occes who are
In the' L f
are ones who are ‘really coocerned about the
guy who's belng deprived of something.’
But actually, as I mentioned edrller, our fees
are low in comparison with most states, and
we're doing much, mueh more for the dollar
than is exhibited in most n\;t‘.lhlel. N
~For instance, our progrim ca'the coho
salmon, and the chinook which will be planted
s000. 1 i
“The reason for the fees {ncrease, which
is what you_want to know, is basically the man
Wwho supports these programs (how) s the man
who ‘stays home on 3 weekesd with four or
five .children, taking care of hls lawn, trylng
to keep up his home; he doesn’t have all this
fancy equipment, yet he’s the! man who has
been paying the bill, ’ |
#0n ralsing the license 'fees for deer
hunters, we held many hearings cn this, and
basically 1t's the deer hunters [wha have been
asking for this, because, we all recognize that
throggh people and modern transportation, we're
losing deer babitat; andj of course, you have
to have habitat for the sustenance of the deer
herd; And so $2.50 of this tncrease, would have
gona, for the continuatiod and improvement of
the deer habitat situaticn, which,|of course,;
I

13 & long range program.’} i
) |
¢ Sunday ngL [r ‘
QUESTION: On the Sunday liquor issue:

The Senate tacked an amendment on/coe of your

House bijls; the Senste version would allow

some form of Sunday lquor. What do you'

think of Sunday liquor as a matter of public

policy? .

REP, BAKER: “Well, of course, I'm not’

opposed to the principle of trying td tell people

whether they should drink on Sunday or whether

they shoulda’t. ‘ .
“1 am concerned about the bill, because it

happens fo be my bill that came back from

the Senate amended, and It sort of makes me,
instead of the father of Sunday|lquor, its
stop-father, - !

“'The

bll that was -u.‘-ch-a‘ to mine is

: there's a slight difference: There are some
| hidden features in this that many of the leg-
islators and, I'm surs
; don't understand.

that ysfi
on @ Sinday with 2 meal equivalent to 50 per
cent of the total check, between certainhours--1
think itts 1
somiething like that. |
,“This (Senate) bill was copied from that, general budget.
except that they say 50 per cent of the business
done by the man holding the license, And this *
is (to be) proven by ad affidavit which is filed
with the State Liquor Control Commissicn.

affida:

“However, the bill that {s belng
now says ‘food or services.' Now, th
slight difference there. In otber words
could have 2 botel--we have one in
called the Roosevelt Hotel--where they*
ped serving {664,

And this could be used as the basis fgr thelr
liquor volume,
“Or you might have a little bar
in an isolated area which caters to
S trade, and he might bave groceries on one side,
or 1 gasoline. pump out in frout. So this'can be
considered 35 part of his volume of bustnes:
Baker added that of the mail héhad recetved,
the anti-Sunday liquor letters came froim both
inside and outside the district, but the pro-'
Sunday liquor letters were entirely from le
in the business and outside his district. :
“They talk about wanting to give. le
the right to vote cn Sunday liquor--] haven't
tad one letter from one- person writing. as an
¢ individual' inside my district asking for the'
right to votefn Sunday liquor.” . l
|

Pollution Control N

QUESTION: Rep, John Beaneit (D-Red-
ford) has introduced HB 2369 to authofize the
state to borrow up to $100 million as|25 per
cedt participation in a total program :{f $400

- million--with the other thr
from the federal government--for 8} water
polluticn control program. He has complained,
somewhat publicly, that the overnor
Conservation Committee which you_ héad sre
taking lttle or no Interest tn his Blll. We
wondered wimt your thinking was on
proach td 'a water pollution control p!

REP, BAKER: “We'ra in agreem¢

\
north,|
Tocal

N . .
Legislaturé--and this bill didn’t get out, of
committee--tha} we just aren’t In a position
to bring cut & program that will bond the State
of Michigan's faith and credit fof $100
million. We know 'from the federal government
that this money is fjust not available; we're
fust fooling ourselves at this particutar tmeX

The .Conservative Wfing

| QUESTION: Sen. Robert- Huber, R-Troy,
has an tizens Committe

of Oakland County,’* 2 group that appears to be
somewhat more conservative than the regular
H h p

party

Y ratfier elsborate organization--an executive
director, @ board and 50 forth, How do you, as
[} member of the Legislature who has. to deal
with and depend on the party machinery to be
elected, see this kind of an organization? What
contact have you had with §t? | - .

. 'REP, BAKER: “Well, I as & public offictal

"

haven't really had any contact with that new .

. ofganization; I'll be rel]! honest.
* | vIn fact, 1 have taken 1t on myselt to feel

1 shouldn’t become involved. Sen. Huber {5 a very
gopd triend of mine, 1have good friends in the
organization which has been establishpd over

‘ the years. What effect it's golng to
future ’“\cuw Idon't know, - !

! eqt geems the new group is; perhaps,
mére conservativé than some of the rest that
have been longer established,
stirted back when Gov, Romney falled--saw

, fit not to support--Sen..Goldwater back in 1964,
! «1'don’é know what's golng o reshit from
. 1 bave found from talking .to the other
Tepresentstives from Oaklahd County<sand, of
course, these are the only ones concerned--
wa're going ' to take & position of more or less

throughout the State of Michigan. .
“We do have various local citfes and
townships which have problems when I{ comes
to sewers and sewage disposal...buthow do
you allocate the money to any local gtoup or
government?

“Also, there's the ‘question

#, many of the people
H

“In the first place, the Ontario bill says
can purchase - cocktails or highballs .

of bont
and 3, and then from 5to 9 of . this 13 a lot of money, particularly
when we're concerned with fust meel

“But further than that, the federal
ment has indicated thdt by no means
golng to consider giving a matching
that kind this year. - -

_ “So it's the feellng of most of

re they
t of

“Well, this s a pretty oper-ended thing tn the

something needs to be done in the yrea of . &
pollufion, and much work has been done. Just st to ;one ‘#ide. This doesn’t mean
n uHowever, no concrete we're € of) our ‘T’ue’ to
STATE REP, RAYMOND L. BAKER ' offered st the-present time. ] feel we'de golng party affiliation, I ; )
. | supposed to be take§ after the law which .zﬂrm;“‘:‘yy“ﬁ":;“z‘;‘:n nvh\lv 1’&“.’:‘;’ " ul can’t spesk for, any of the umArs, I'm
| Ontary t S y . " k 1 self: 1 feel that I'm fairl;
| o just passed ‘bout a year ago, But gram which is equitsble ¢ can Bsed speaking only for mysel eel the ly

copservative; in fact, I bave always during my
campalgns fiot wanted to be tagged as a ‘con-
servative’ or a ‘liberal.’ T would say that if1
were to have a pame on ‘me, 1 would
ke to be called 2. ‘considerate’ because each
issue ‘and each problem shold be considered
on the merit of that problem,
“What's golng to happen 4n
don’t know, Various pecple will have thelr
favorite candidates, and 1 have felt that1 have
always acted for the district ] represent rather

ve on
1

1 think 1t/

N

the future--1_

than any one particular group; in fact, I'm°

* sure 1 have; although I'm & Republican, I feel -

.that my obligation Is to all the people in the
district. 1 personally don’t want to be drawn
into any controversy between two factionsM
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excitement of f}lew\\(ﬁaﬂ. Eve! The
planned for you in this great celebration, of our Third Anniversary. Three
years of meeting QT\d entertaining peorlel Iikei’you have taught us what you -
ed evening. Don’t miss this onel A special award will be given
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