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REP. JAMES
REFLECTIO

James Tierney has been doing 3 good
deal of thinking about crime, safety, riots,
guns, courts,

Hle is a state representative from the
36th District, which includes Plymouth
city and township, Canton Tawnship, Gar-
den City, part of Westland and a samall
¢hunk of Livonia,

A Democrat and an auto plant worker
for many years, Tlerney doesnt always
hold to the strict party line when the
conversation turns to courts and crim-
inal procedures,

He thinks lawyers, ‘notably in leglslative
committeas, have a bullt-in bias n favor
of persons accused of crime and are
neglecting the effects on persons abused
by crime, He is In favor of moderate
gun control legislation but opposed to
any rigorous clampdown on all guns,

Now 60 and In his second term In the
Legislature, Tierney came to statewide
attentlon when, as mayor of Garden City,
he was shot down by an angry contractor
at a meeting In a disput; over the price
of a building. The release of the accused
man from fll and a mental hospital
over a period of years, and Tlerney's
failure to collect a large clvil damage
judgment, have profoundly affected his
Hle, although he works hard at not getting
bitter,

Avolding perscnalities, we asked him
about gun legislation, crime, lawyers
and youths. Here are the questions and
his answers:

QUESTION:  You've been appointed
to an interim committee of the House to
fnvestigate the gun laws of Michigan,
What, precisely, are you gotng to look far?

TIEHNFY: “Speaker Waldron, a few
weeks ago, appointed me a member of
the gun committee, The work of this
board will be, first of all, 2 review of
cur existing laws to see if they need to
be strengthened or whether new legisla-
tion 15 needed to protect the public from
the tmptoper use of firearms. :

“We!will Investigate this as it relates |

to the crime that has bean Increasing
in the blg cities and metropolitan re-
rions. Accofding to the FBI reports, the
erume rate for major erime is ncreasing
four times as fast as the population,

“First, we will have to review our
(state) laws and the laws of our nation to
see huw they can be correlated to prevent
people who want to commit crime (rom
misusing the pawer that is given them In
the form of a weapon.'*

QUESTION: Willthat not require fed-
eral legislation?

TIEUNEY: “1'm of the opinion that
feteral legislation is definitely necded,
because many of the weapons {n Michigan
are purchased just across the (state) lina
in Toledo, The weapon that murdered a
rabbl wus purchased in Toledo justashort

i
time before the murder was committed,

“Mail order guns can belordered not
only from places In the United States, vt
also from forelgn cmmnes -

QUESTION:  Some people are of the
opinfon that we have entirely too many
guns, Du you think we have too many?
Should mare citizens own them, or should
we clamp down and have fewer?

TIERNEY: 1 doa't believe the probs
lem is so great in the numiber of gung
as It s In the misbse of funs, becausi
there are many different ‘methods ol
murdering human Lelngs,

“1 dont think [t's in thé number of
guns as it Is that| too many guns lﬂ)
avaliable to people [who are ‘going to usd
them for criminal purposes. 'l

i Problems: Misuse of Guns , . . . : '

QUESTIC
Jatjon, skould we continue to dlsllﬂzu\sh
\x-l\\e?n rifles..and shotgyns, on the one
hand, and pistols on the cther? 1

TIERNEY: 1 think pistols are the,
Funs that should be closely watched, and
they should be recorded because of thel
fact that they’re so easy to conceal and
can be carried on the person, They ean
even enter larde crowds, pull a gun out
from. mnderneath théir coat and commit a
muryer, This goes’ for bank robberies.

"Dcusxmall) , sawed-off shotguns are,
used, But predominantly, in the case M
seridus crimes, they use .

QUESTION: - In Letrolt, a number of
store owners and small grocers have begun.

TIERNEY:
NS

i
- In discussing gun legis~"-

i

to purchase :uu and u.se them in self-
defense  not always with the encourage.
ment -of Commissioner Rdy Girardin and
the Detgoft police, What do you think of
the in general? -
*Well, I think the mer-
chants 13 the areaswhare robberies, hold-
»ups and| even murders are predominant
thuuld have weapons,

*But;
1 shoyld
of those

TIERNEY:

de thoroughly trained in the use
Weapons,

. ' d bﬂlévv that the incidence of
holdups fnd robberies will decrease when,
the crinjinal knows that he might be thel
ione to get hurt, lbecause most crlmlnzls
are basi¢ally cowards also,""

QUESTION: In regard to tralning
these’ merchants, who should be respon-
sible for|
merchani
himselt
use it p
person?

TIERNEY: "l believe that tralning
should te according to the availability.
In some| sections of the state, the only
training, facilities are for the local police
or the sherlft, | |

*1 thihk whatever agency is most con-
venient dnd best. equipped should be the:
training dgency. | N

“In Michigan, we have training agen-
cles In the local palice, the county sherifts
and alsé|the state police, Many of these
agencles [have eicellenl programs of gun
safety andl accuracy in thefr use,”

QUESTION: ' You've made the ¢om-
ment that the Amerlcm fudictal system
and legal I)ﬂll‘l‘ are welghted somewhat
heavily |n favor .of the ﬂu{endam and
against {he publiq Interest ., .|,

TIERJEY: -“Definitely, :

‘1 think that) some of the court de-
cisions asd rules.of evidence and the con-
duct of criminal trials are based on thi
situatiod [that extsted a longitime ago in
our country, when people could be picked
up and put through the third degree andso
forth, an{ even military forces and law
enforcempnt forces would invade a man's
home ‘anq use physical force and other
methods (o put 2 man under strain so that
he'd make 2 confession,

“1°dopt think this is the case any
more, Th laws for protecting an accused
person ‘ffom a' mistake:in Judgment of
the authofities have been carried so far
that the rights of the abused people--that
15, the vigtims of the crime--have become
negligiblel " !

QUESTION: 'Can't the Legislature do
anythirig?) M .

TIERNEY: !Our ‘legislative (judici.
ary) committees; have a majority of at:
torneys 1 ¢ therii, They’te not deeply
concerned enough about the shock and the

who 15 supposed tobe protecting
Fith & plsiol will be careful and
operly, anﬂ not hurt an tanocent

alang with having weapons, they |

1t? How canwe be certainthat the ,

ON GUNS, CRIME,

misery and the deprivation that lest {nr
the victim of a crii ‘

“They're more ém:emed bout ‘an
Improper accusation, This 16 natural frgm
thetr barkzromd.-‘hlch cenerally 1s the
backgromnd of defen !

 attorneys,! |
“It would be onl} natural that thair
background would make them mbre ¢dn-
cerned about the rights of the defendant
than :bcuk the rights of the Ppeofle abused
by ”"“"’r" ' : I
QUESTION:  What you're sayling, thén,
s that ooly a small proportion of atigr-
neys have been {nvolvéd in the prosecution

side whereas the mnhe!mlnz majority .

of attorneys have beeﬂ on the defendahts’
side and think in terms of protecting théir
clients, and that this ‘inclination’ carrfes
over when attorneys. are elected to, t.he
Legislature, i i
TIERN. "le(
correct, !l
*"Attorneys generally always take the
position that ‘my client is Innocent; he's

}
1s absmuu;y

. . And Bias For Del’cnw !

|
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bem; msely accused by lhese law en-
forcement afficersor society as awhole "
| QUESTION: The most recent FBIre.
pnr! shows 'that in 1966, in the suburbs
of| America, one-third jof crimes were
committed b) or annputcd to persons
\mdeb the age of 18; Recently, )t hascome
tojthe attention of the public that people
lre maturing two, Ulm or four years
eax'ller than a ceritury. igo becluse of
oul‘ better diets, Yet oir, laws have not
been changed with regard to pge. Shoud
\de considet lowering some of tye ages
‘l’n:wr lawstinot caly in veting tin’ also
Nihat we constder a “juvenile”! tb be in
drlminal caes? 1o
| | TIERNEY: .“ves, 1 bolleve this is
loag averdue, Besides, th| mebns bf com-
mpl:nlm jand the means bf Jyarning
4re 50 far head of what | mey were when
(1¥8s a youth myselt,

i “Very definitely they know ngm trom
vrong at @ much earlier age than they'
"dtd at that time, And ! think that leglsla.
tion- to recognize the difference in the
i time of maturity is long overdue,"

i
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light of the long summer evening 1o stref
and study the Observer Want Ad pages.

Later in the evemng he wnll go into the h:use and
: answer one or more of vhe ads which h

car for the family, or some good used s

Ads offer a huge ever-changlng
anythlng That | is why people who use Observer Want Ads to advemse items

| It your want a,d 3
LS iln this pap
DGOple are

!
. |
L
plc

sgr of golf clubs or a boat and métor. ; i

‘ H 8

" thzy wush to sell are assured of prompt response.

Vou wont go wrong when you!use a low cost Wam Ald t
your ad; disl GA 20900 or Gt 3—0038 and a courleous, well framéd ad secr& !
: tary wnll help you word your ad. H

WANT AD

i
|
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ummer campmg equrpmenl‘ or even a

center wl]ere you can buy almost -

o fmd a buyer To place

Unwmdmg after a busy day, 1hrs man ‘makes good use of the ex1ended day-
ch out in hls‘ hammock, Ilghh a smoke,

r

k w the telephone 'o 1 .
E has read. He may be seeklng a be!ler .

T i
'

Whatever his need, he ls just oné of thousands who have leamed lhhi the Wam
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