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Water Wonderland.

to the assets of the
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You see it about this time of year, especi-
ally in the Rouge River Branches of suburbia.
The streams are low. They're ‘clogged
with debris and silt. Thé waters, bright and
sparkling in ‘June, havq turned green with
slime. A sophisticated pdpulation, with much

leisure time on its hand.

empty containers of its

tainment into the water.

Parks, as a rule, 4
desirable if they can be
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f  frogs or wndf. .
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it seems, it's something
lem of flood control. @
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rush over the frozen gre
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.- however, much of
wirtually unusable.
tm, the water lacks
any great amount of
pant, the .water is a
squitoes. Because it
t to go near it, and
}.vrnw stoned, chase
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problem of pollu-
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into the water table
entire problem,
seems to'a great de-
w.of water. [ronic as
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und into the stream.

turns. In early spring, rEin and melted snow

The stream's ability to

\ of the flow. If the sp

andle the water de-

pends on the size of its channel and the speed

ed is hampered by

twists and junk and lagdfills, it can handle

less water. So it floods.

In mid-

And
those little oxbows in

he channel bécome

tiny ponds, They are dtagnant. They pre-
sent all the problems and undesirable
characteristics of stggnant water wmny-

where. Rocks, hunks
niture, mattresses, a
of these dumped int:
more liny obstruction

pf cement, old fur-
million cans. — all

the water cause
s and render the

ton; the Middle-Rouge in Northville, Plym-
outh and southern Livonia; and Bell Creek,
in middle LivoTa.

: THE U.S. ARMY CORPS of Enéinccrs is
taking an interest: . '

+.In 1963 it issucd an information report on
the flood plain in the City of Farmington. It
currently is asking for easements for'a chan-
nel; clearing and’ straightening project: for
three-quarters of a mile in Secs. 35 and 36 of
Farmington ‘Township, south of 1-696 and in
the'vicinity f‘ Tuck Road. And it is planning
Yo'issue n réport on the river in Livonia and
northwest Detroit in‘June of 1968.

The report on the City of Farmington sec-
tion, states: ' “There: havé been nofederal
flood control or. allicd purpose projects; con-
strycted in the River Rouge basin. In Farm-
ington, some minar straightening of the Up-
per'River Rouge was done by a local develop-
er| when the Twin Valley Subdivision' was
constructed & .|. This minor. improvement
would have mu‘c effect on flood stages in the
ar : i i |

The Army ‘Engineers:report notes:with
approval;that the City of Farmington has an
ordinance prohibiting the filling of the flaod
pldih without dpproval of, the City Council.
Alsa, one|subdiyision:has r ions.on lots
borderingl the river which'prohibit filling or
néroachr df the river; ! o
i But the paint here is that:there seems
ito] be some 'relationship - hetween flood
conditions lin spring and ‘stagnant condi-
tions in lale summer. .
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stream unsale and unsightly.

The pictures on thispage were shot on a
single day in three different of the
Rouge River — the Uppér Rouge-in Farming-
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BELL CREEK: GOOD SPOT FOR MUD PIES AND MOSQUITQES

IME AWAITS HI
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