This 95 the |
Week That. .. |

By DON HOENSHELL

It's harvest time for your leg- |
islator, folks, so watch that crazy -
old moon rising over the pasture '
and be kind when the political -
drummer comes calling with his *
wares. :

Reslly!

Suburban voters have sent a -
good delegation to Lansing and
its members deserve a listen. And |
summer and early fall are the °
only times they have twominutes |
to rub together.

The Governor's Special Com-
mission on Legislative Compen-
sation—a panel of prominent
thinkers ranging from Gus
Scholle to the University of Mich-
igan's James Pollock — agreed
(if you can believe THAT) that:

“Members in the legislature, if
it is not a fulltime job, is a full-
time responsibility.”

So summer and early fall are
about the only times the legisla-
ture can really relate to the folks
back home. If your guy is a junk-
eter, forget it. We're lucky in that
respect here.

Legislators try through the win-

ter and spring to let their dis-
tricts know what's going on. The .
system falls on its face.

It's-called newsletters.

Printers in the Legislative Ser-
vice Bureau have gotten up to |
300,000 newsletters a month— :
and legislators rarely see them.
One exception is the crusty Rep.
Frederic J. Marshall (R-Allen), a
former sheriff and parttime icon-
oclast, who pulls up his trusty .
standard typewriter to his desk !
on .the floor of the House and |
belts out his own ideds. & '

Qthers cancallupa press agent .
hired by the House (both Repub- !
licans and Democrats) and order
a handout, with mustard, mayon-
naise or a bit of parsley.

And legislators gripe because
the local newspapers do not carry
them verbatim and the folks back
home don't frame them and burn
incense. -

Often, a legislator will adapt a
general handout of the Speaker's
Oftice or the Minority Leader's
Cubicle claiming pie in the sky
is enroute through the courtesy
of the party. They start:

“Rep. Joe Bleau today spon.
sored a blil designed to estab-
1ish an suthority to build three-
car garages for everybody
since his party was responsible
for the economic health of the
state,”

The first three words are
changed so everbody gets the.
same shake back home.

Legislators have
that the Observers do not carry
the text of these things.

They're right, we don't.

We think too much of our
readers to peddle self-serving
banalities that—if at all— ap-
peared in the dailies last week.

So, get your legislator back
home and welcome him. Ask
about any bill that interests you.
You'll get an articulate and well- '
considered response, | :

It not:

Write” a letter to Lhe press
agents you hire with your tax '
money and cut out the middle- |
man.
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Our K zds Are Gettmg OIcl

Kids are maturing faster eachl itation efforts through such pro-

year, but our laws on voting, de-
linquency, privileges and duties
have remained frozen—so welve
argued over the past few, weeks.
Now comes a repart from. al
pair of University of Michig

grams as Job Corps should be-
gin at an carly age. By the time

a boy| is 16:; it is probably more
difficlt to change his atutuda

"and work pauem

!
i
1
1

« psychologists suggesting’ that‘
perhaps we need more ﬂex:ble |

labor| laws allowing kids 10 10 116
to work a bit.

The traditional argument un-
changed and unexamined since

Charles Dickens’ day is that child!
labor means sweat shops, whips,
nickel -a-day wages, unsanitary;

conditions.

Weéll, Dr. Mary Engel and Ger-”
ald Marsden, the U-M rescarch-::

ers, first of all found in a Boston

study that 73 per ‘cent of boys,

under 14 had already done some ;
work' for money outside the
heme, not just delivering papers
or cutting lawns, but also shining
shoes, pasting labels, stacking

-boxes, sweeping shaps.

Many of the lmys worked il
legally, and so they were not
counted in the labor census. .

And the psychalogists thought
the work beneficlal to the boys.

It wasn't just money. In fact,
the highest percentage of work-

ing boys wasn't in the lowest so-
cial class.

They found that the absence
of a father in the home was a
definite factor related to kids’
working—even if the mother had
an adequate income.

Why? Marsden speculated that
a boy's work might replace what
he misses in a father and pro-
vide him with needed authorita-
tive contact with adult men and

older boys.

{The Big Brother: movement

uses the same kind of argument
in seekmg recruits.) ; !
The Marsden lpocuhuen
ought to get some considera-
tion from those concerned with
the areas called “slum.’ ghol-
10, “disadvantaged” or what-
ever pet suphemism you: pre-
{or. In those areas, ‘there are
an awful lot of boys withaut
fathers. Iromically, th are
the kids who have ihe' tough.

est imes getting lnbl once they

are eligible to wark legally.

Says Dr. Engel: “We found;
that at the age of 12 boys: have:
definite work habits. It séems evi- -
dent from our study that rebabil- |

Editor: -

surge for the past several ¥¢
as it is being played by peopl
of all ages from senior cit
down to children, which n
sarily must include today’s
agers ...

people across the nation, re|
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T lazmkc For

Harmonicas

* As public relations counse) for

M. Hohner, Inc,, the harmenica
makers,  we were delighted to
read Tim Richard's interesting
article “Remember Your
monica Days?” .

Har-

‘We very much appreciate the

good wishes and are glad td tell

you that the harmonica has been

enjoying.a most graufymg up-

' As we scan the clippings
come to‘us, it is quite clear]

less of category, are findin
in - the 'little instrument
Hohner has made for the
100 years.
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that
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Leo Miller Asscc.

Westport, Conn.
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Most i of those orgamzatmns
Tike the Civic Betterment Leéague
and the Let's Do Something
About Sin Club don't meet' dur-
ing the summer begause of vaca-
tions. It's the honor system until
. fall, so watch it. ;

. N i
- Like -contests? Who was the
last Michigan governor to sign a
tax bill? The first correct an-

v
illside

Dinner
8:00-11:00
Closed Sandays

Call
GL 3-4301
l nn

Open for Lumh
11130 AM.-3:30 P.M,

Gourmet Nite

Every Wednesday
® Complete Smnrguxbonl

41661 Plymonths Road, 3 38 Ft. Long Table !

0 Prime Rib One of 60 l(eml

Complete Dinner $4.25 |
O ' Children 6-12 Half Price |
® Serving from 5:00-9:30 :

b

trip to the water cooler.

CHUCK MATSON

' 8Group
Insurance

®Heolth

NEW YORK LIFE
INSURANCE Company

)
17000 West 8 Mile Road,

swer wins a {ree all-expense-

Soithfield,’ 356-9480 |

}
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: Sovyiet Russia isn't the only
:place| withi one-party elections.
; West.landI voters will ' exper-
that- same feeling when
go to the polls Sept. 12:to
“nominate” candidates for rnayor,
city councxl, and municipal
judges in what has politely béen
terméd a primary election, |
Hopwever! for all practi'al pur—
‘poses, the mayor’s race will ‘be
.decided on that date, and the four
Demderatic, nominees will have
-only [two Republicans to Iace, in
‘the November “run.ol‘{ » o

. +~'Thi two Democratic candndales

e twa judgeships have the
ume of all the politicans
ear—-they have no oppo-
sitior] for, the part) nomination
now | for ' the posi{lon ‘n lhe
Novefnber vote.” |’ ; .
It[ seems like u:nu‘thg
closd mmdllthnlnx‘com
|murdity of 75000 persons, of
\which 38,000 are’|adults. ‘that
‘no more than 22 ‘pecple Bave
'the
inclination fo run for pnbl!:
office.
! Onp
city
cent
tions| that h|s party only WQd
minm carididates where there
isa reasonable chance of yictory.

Howm ery the fallacy I:A that
'thmkmg iy that if he and! tht
party} iwait, top long, thefe may
'be afr opposition party to chalt
‘lengd the party in power. - |
Gopd government is at its best
:when
position to 'serve as'a watch-dog
‘and gct as part of the checks and
‘balarices system.

But now, it Jooks as Lhough
‘Westland may find that the
‘watch-dog . is gone and the syb-
‘tem s out of | balanee.

. The Observer may not agres
with| everything in the Repub-
lican| Party’s philosophy (which
also (goes for the Democratic
Porty) but the alternate to “not
running unless there is a-chance
of . victary” removes the: : thyme
and eason, for havmg eleclwns»
. This newspaper hops that the
R i Party in Westland,

;(01"; {
easief
this

Repubhcan ﬁgu:e‘ in th
d ore re-

talents and interest, and -

eadline for nominating peti-

there is a constructive op-.

- : |
X ;

B |
'

We dmpped by the Farmi g
ton Founders Festival over
the weekend and came away thh
a little better idea of why Obser-

- verland is a nice place fo live.| |

Happy. klds eaung cnll\nn

candy, trying to sqlve that age-
old problem of how to get a good' -
bite of it without gemng goo Ell
over your face. |

People'standing aLound watch-
ing a roasting oxen on a spn,
turning and tummg and lumxhg
and turning . . 1

Teenagers, mos!!y, egged on
by a-barker, throwing balls fo
iry to dunk a JC. Girl friends
standing by, lqunllng at the
splash.

People lined up for an old fash-
foned dinner at the: Masomc
Temple building, saying'hello to
friends under the lrees

r Much Ifoonerj

Kids arenl getting worse.-
That isn't why they're getung
into more trouble.

They need to be treated like
adults—or at least quasi-adults—
a whole lot sooner, They're ma-
‘turing faster because 'of good
diets and more comfortable en-
\vironment, 1

We've: spawned social dyna-
mite by helpmg kids mature fast-
er and ‘then restrainitg them
more and mork from adult ‘ac-
tivities like working, voting and
taking lhe rap fnr theu' sms

. i From the Publtshers Desk :
OBSERVATION POINT

By Plul«p H. Powqr

Most pf all, the sense of space
It had ﬂ\nt feelmg of an old rural
cprmval, with trees and ‘crickets {*
. aphd sky going 'on and on. It
wasn't llke a big, cdncrete c:t)

The Festwal was starled a few
yeaxs ago to ;ammunorale
mgtons foundation back in

. ihe early 19th century. It's: be-

come (he big event in the com-

mumty,‘mamly because '(as one

lady put it} “there.are so many
people Ahat the whole - thing a

' couldnl fail to succeed.”

1t is this quality 'of bringing '-I
people iogether within their com- '
mumty ‘that makes the :Festival
what §t: is and, in turn, makes
Farmu\gtrm a better place to live.

WhEn the Detroit riots broke
out, cpusmg postponement of the
Festival, some worried' that this
year's ¢vent would be a failure.
But looking at the crowds over
the wee\\end it seemed that these

tmrs “Fre gmundl%s
'Evénts such as the Farmmg\or{

Fnundem Festival are not unique
here

' Plymouth had m Conhnnhl
Coltbudon in July. and i
. guring up for ‘the nnnual Fall
Festival right ! now. Westlend
celebrated its first thrhy as
a city sarlier this yoar, .
Making such | ever‘\!s a success |

is not eésy. It takes: a 3 lot of work,
usually: done by ar]ot of busy
people.‘ - 14 '
,But m bnngmg people in'the i

The dy
‘Sunset Strip, . nght-Ashbury,
12th Street, nght out here in the
‘suburbs,’

We ought to re-examxne all Lur
laws relanng toage.

lm R!ch‘ud

: admittedly weak at the moment,

accepts the challenge of the Sept.

12 primary fiasco and builds t-
i self up to a party of eitecuve-

Will Destru’ctia’z
Teeners Step ForwardP .

It doesn't make much sense
! to us that a smiall group of teen-
"ers in Plymouth would be so’
.thnughtless to do things that'
‘hurt a large number of their
. group.
But npparenlly that's v
+ has happened in the closing of
i The Chip, a teen recreation $pot
:sponsored by the Plymouthi‘Y’
« for the better part of two years. |
! Dances were held there .on jthe .
‘weekends There was: actiyity !
) geared for teeners in‘the late
“afterncon and early slenings’
'aﬁer classes al Plymouth High. '
‘]t was a nice place 1o go for

hat |

*; relaxation and fun. !

to

Now it's all out the wind
i because .a few did their best
wreck the place. It was the|re-
:sult of' thelr, vandalism hatI
{forcéd ‘the ‘¥’ to ua-nporsnly‘
i close the d |
! There'is some lnrhcahon Hat
! the culprits are known but d:;%’t )

i

‘hzve enough gumption to
.‘up and: ldmlﬂ it. We .feel

Who! Paysﬁ !

Edward Kcnnody. 'l‘uwn--rl ;
‘R-d.lwd Towmhlp. i N
DOlr de 1 I
| We wonder why " * Redford
Township officials didn't drop
the penalty for late payment of
water bills this month? We fea-:
lize there is ja note that bills’
: must be paid by the 15th or:a
.10 per cent Lpenalty will | be

charged.

However, there were plckeLq
in front of tke Township
on the 15th and the 16th and
anyone acquainted with unions
knows that ajgood union mem-
i ber won't cross a picket lme
| even Io pay a bill.
! ‘ Pipefitter ?ﬁ.

A

'+ boards'and teachers

! ddditional’ money i

5 mindfu) of
the past and hopeful for the fu-
tirre, they go a long! way toward !
making our communities better -‘,
places to live. ; ! i i

- One ‘wonders why we don
have miore of them.

Two-Party System Works Onlyi ;
s Well As The Two. Partles Do - .

ness —-—JI for no'other reason that *

1o keep'the party-in -power honest

dng election time. ,
-—L-onu'd S, Poger

Happy

about time theése vandals make
themselvgs known and do everye,
thing po! sible tb carrecl the situe
almn i |
Then The Chip can be opencd‘
dgairi and become a leon cenlcrl
again. | .
* Five,will gel you: ten that lhe
destrucuve teeners won't hava|
enough ‘guts’ to answer the chal-.
lenge. {They like; hart! and| .
think-it fun but they don't want;:
lo ndmnt that they are wrong. |
! ; \ R. T Thompnon’\

[

Sense n: Nonsense -

. It makeés for more nonsensev
than sénse to us that seldom in i
the negotuhons between schoal, |
and co} lege' '

boards and Iacqlly nembers does. B

the word increment! come up ex-! 1!
.cept 'fn kind of| a passing.

manner. R

{ We have always thought, that”

the pocket:
donst.\hted a raise in pay. Teach-
ers and college mstmclors hate, !
a, written-in raise : known as an;
incmnbnt which usually ranges);
Ircm $300 up. ‘

! Yet jwhen rcpre"entativcs of
the school and college boards sit
down for negotiations, it is taken
as a'matter of fact that sélary\
increases are over and above in-,
crements. This. oftentimes in-!
volves as much’as an additional
$1,000 ‘to $1, 500 per year, and
that's a big boost in any man’s
language, .

Perhnps we'll learn sometime *
why an (increment) increase in
pay isn't considered as such. We
always thought an additional
amount in the pay envelope was
a raise hu! apparenlly not in thip§
case. v




