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Hilberry Announces 1968 Repertory Bill

Five new productions, in-
cluding three classics and
two large-scale contemporary
plays, have been announced
by the Hilberry Classic Thea-
tre for its Wayne State Uni-
versity Centennial season of
repertory, opening in Janu-
ary. A revival of last sca-
son’s record-breaking  suc-
cess, “A Midsummer Night's
Dream,". will be performed
during the fall.

The new repertory is head.
ed by two of Shakespeare's
greatest plays: “Hamlet,” his
best known tragedy, and
“Twelfth Night,” perhaps his
best romantic comedy.

The other classic is Georges
Feydeau's “A Flea in Her
Ear,” one of the master-
pieces of French farce, being
successfully revived at pres-
ent both here and abroad:

The contemporary works,
both from the present decade,
are John Whiting's “The
Devils,” based on Aldous
Huxley's “The Devils of Lou-
don,” and Jean ‘Anouilh’s
“Becket,” the French play-
wright's dramatization of the
friendship between Henry II
and Thomas Becket.

The fall performances of

“A  Midsummer Night's

Dream” begin with three
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 tween the university’s winter

matinée pnxlurmmcﬂ on

Oct. 4. 6 and 11. Evening
performances are Friday
and Saturday evenings,
Oct, 13 and 14. Wednes-
day matinees and Friday
and Saturday evening per-
formances | will continue
through Dec. 9. [n addition
to  “Midsummer Night's
Dream.”" a limited number
of previsws of some of the
new productions will be
pn.xlanmd.‘

The new season officially
opens Wednesday, Jan. 1
with “A Flea in Her Ea
followed b) “Twelfth ngh
the next night, Jan. 11. “Ham-
let” -will b added the sec-
ond week, opening Jan. 17.
“The Devils? will be launch-
ed in Febq.nry and “Becket”
in March, !

Once opeg, all plays will
continue to perform in week-
1y repertocy; until the season
closes May 25. There will be
one dark weéek, the weck of
March 24, which falls be-

and spring quartess.
The ticket sale for the new

(group and student perform-

ances will be accepted in

September. Information may

be obtained by callmz 833-
|
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The new season's ownok.
“A Flea in Her Ear.” is one
of the most famous plays
by Feydsau mccepted in
France as the country’s
grestest comedy writer
since Moliere. Although
new fo the Englishspesk-
ing stage, it has been a
great success for the Np-

" has succesded in
English transiaiion and in
= free version, “Look-After

y Nosl Caward. “A
Flea in Her Ear” 1s typical
of Feydeau’s precision and
lldmlmllr probably - not

sirpessed anywhere in
comedy writing. v

The Shakespeare comedy,
“Twelfth Night", contains
some of his most famous char-
acters:
close kin -of Falstaff; Vigla,
one of his most interesting
women; the simpleton Bir
Andrew Aguecheek and %h:

d Puritan, Malvolio.
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THE MO, MOD WORLD
OF PARAPHERNALIA

The play masterfully blends
high comedy, farce and ro-
mance in a complicated story

love at first sight,

“Hamlet,” one of the great
tragedies of all time, is
Shakespedre’s transformation

complex and perennially fas-

able interpretations by a wide
range of actors through the
years.

A play from our decade,
“The Devils” reverts to the
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of twins and three cases’of | ?

of a Senecan play of revenge. | !
The role of Hamlet, favorite|
of actors, is probably his most { &

cinating, receiving innumer-|

Elizabethan cra for its large-| ;.

(scale and pom:rtul treatment.
It was commissioned by the
Stratferdon’- Aven company
and first performed by the

Wally Roberts
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the show on their ' petite
shoulders.

A hippie number rnp]e\l
with swarms of bubbles
starts the second act off in a
pleasing manner, but again it
only tends to confuse. I'm
afraid  the producers of
“Henry, Sweet Henry"” have

P’

Royal company
B . It is the story of
h-century priest,
hose in power,
jeelous of his brilliance and
influence, take advantage of
the hysteria in a cloister to
condemn him to death! for
diobolism. ]
“Becket,"} another current
treatment of the past, is writ-
ten on a larger scale than
most Anuoilh plays, but pre-
serves his- view of history’s
saints and heroes as ordinary
men. Anouilh’s bitter-sweet
style brings out the beauty
and uony of this friendship
between aykmg and the com-
panton that became his worst
enemy when named arch-
bishop, !}
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RONNIE Roberlsnu, Holi-
day on Ice great in a flying
bend that begins a series of
sensational leaps’ he per-
forms as a star with the
1868 edition of the skating
spectacular that will be
seen at Cobo Arena from
Tuesday, Sept. 19 through
Sunday, Sept. 2

Metro Park
Swims End
September 4

Swimming and food service
at the two beachhouses at
Kensington' Metropolitan
Park near: Milford will re-
main open, through Monday,
Sept. 4.

Fall facilities include pic
nic and playground areas,
scenic drives, fall color, fish-
ing, boat launching and boat
rentals, the Nature Center
and Jabeled nature trails,
golf cours¢ with snack bar
and Island’ Queen excurswn
boat tours,

The Island Queen will be
available noon through 6 p.in
Saturday and Sunday in Sepf
ember, and Sunday only in
October, weather permitting.

For additional information,
phone 6851561 (Milford).

Kensington M et ropolitan
Park is one of eight sites of
the Huron<Clinten Metropali-
tan Authority, a fivecounty
regional park agency serving
the counties of Livingston,
Macomb, Oakland, Washten-

aw and Wayne.
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39305 Plymouth Road ot Eckles:

464-2340.

“Her)
fresh,
having|

ry,. Sweet Henry" a
bouncy hew musical is
its'world premiere at
the Figher Theater for the
next three weeks. A host of
talented theatrical magicians
are dding thelr darndest ta|
turn jhis venture into a
smashing success.

Right now old Wally
foels | "Henry, Sweet
Henry” strikes far oo
many sour notes. The script
needs more than tighten.
ing. It needs a senss of di-
rectiaon.

“Henry, Sweet Henry” suf-
fors ig a sense from being
too successful as a moavie,
“The World of Henry Orient”
was the title of the original
screeniplay. Just about every-
that worked on the
engaged in trying to
orm this former flick
into a| live theatrical attrac
tion.
Ity
dealt
two
crush

pu'll recall, the movie
with the adventures of
cenages that had a
on a kooky concert
pianist, His speciality was
electrgnic music, The screen
treatment, with Peter Sellers
as the pianist, utilized the
tongue-incheek satirical ap-
proach 1o the hilt. Don
Ameche, the man remember-
ed for portraying Alexander
Graham Bell in film circles,
plays the kooky pianist.
Améche is too suave and
debonpir ‘for. the role. His
forte is not “way-out” humer.
Not tHat Mr. Ameche doesn't
do a prilliant job as Henry
Orient. He is truly superb.
It's just that the script does
not stem to really fit him
comfortably.

Irorjically enough, the two
wild telephone sequences are
showstoppers and why
shouldn't they be with Mr,
Ameche and his Alexander
Bell training.

Basically though, “Henry.
Sweet Henry” must make up
its mipd whether it will be a
realistic treatment of a young
girl ynwanted by her rich
paren{s who substitutes this
crazy | infatuation for the

pianist for real affection or
a gay} light frothy slice of
fun.

Robert Randolph’s high-
1y mobile scenery is done
in light pastels and basic
cartoon strip style. It would
seem that Mr. Randolph
was leud fo believe that
the stage version was go-
ing o be quite lght and
frivalous. .

Nugnally Johnson . who
wrotel the book for this new
musical hax inserted the
seriods realistic note on too
many| occasiony. The first act
finale instcad of ending on
the wild, ridiculous seduc-
tion. fcene comes 1o a stand-
still with a short,: dramatic
encounter between mother
and daughter.

“Henry, Sweet Henry"
veers|to the acid, acerbic side
of life too quickly and too
often| during much of the
evenihg. Only one song seems
to be headed for - the best
seller| lists: “Pretly Thing."
The tjtle song “Henry, Sweet
Henry"” could be infectious if
Bob ' [Merrill would give it
more | exposure. )

Robin Wilson who phn
the jrus lead In this -mix-
edup musical lsbors
thropgh the entire show-
‘with the weirdes? costume
over 1o grace an aciress.
Dirsctor George Hill has
prexr & wornout mink
Yeos. I said a rlppod

neither the raggamuffin ap-
peal in their talented youngs
sters that “Oliver” was
blessed with. Nor do they
have the good music and ex-
ceedingly funny lines that
helped “Bye, Bye Birdie"
become a smash’ hit. .

“Henry, Sweet
needs work. The producers
have eight weeks to try and
rescue. their half million dol-
lar investment. Let's hope
they do, ;

In spite of the mink coat
though,. Robin Wilson steals
what little show _there is.
Her voice is clear, beautiful.
and a joy to listen to. She
makes the most of| her time
on the stage, which is con-
stantly, Mr. Ameéche and

Carol Bruce may have star
billing, but they are really
minor characters. Robin Wil-
son and Neva Small carry
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