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Tests 20 For New Play

Tryouts for the 5lst pro
duction of the Livonia-Red:
ford Theatre Guild were held
last week, with more than 20
persons reading for the four-
character play “Any Wed-
nesday.”

Show Director Richard,
Thiede expects to begin re-
hearsals as soon as players
are chosen and continue un-
til the October 13, 14 and 15
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play dates.

Thiede directed the
Guile A Shot in The
Dark”, presented in May.
A speech teacher and for-
mer drama instructor  at
Chadsey High in Detroit,
Thiede has 14 years of acting
experience in summer stock
and college productions. He
has directed 10 shows in vari-
ous places.
Listening to readings in the
Redford based Guild building
last week with Thiede were
several Guild officers. Presi-
dent Jack Pierson and his
wife, Judy, membership di-
rector, served as assistants.
It is sponsored by the Li-
vonia Schools Adult Educa-
tion and stages its shows In
Livonia and Redford public
schools. Members come !mm
the

Beech-Daly, Redford, in the
spring of 1966, and for the
first time has a permanent
all-purpose base of opera-
tions.

The building has been
used as an auto parts store

First membership meeting-
of the season has been slated
for Thursday, September 14,
at 8 pm.

In addition to Mrs, Secor
and the Piersons, directors
are; Emma Saley. program
chairman: Jerry Pember.
past president: Jean Haz-
rington, vice president;
Diane Winson, business di-
rector; Evelyn Jacobs.
building c¢hairman; and
Dick Brown .treasurer,
Others are: Ruth McGlone,
secretary; Louise Divito, pub-

licity; Jerry Lamb, produc

area.
The Guild, now a member
of the Livonia Arts Council,

secured a building at 15138

tion
Junior Guild director; and
Barbara Foster, social chair-
man.
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At 71, Paul Muni, the
greatest character actor of all
times, has taken center posic
tion on that great “paved-
with-gold” stage in the sky.
Muni passed away last week.
1f you had the privilege' of
ever sceing this thespic giant
in person you'd know why
old; Wally clus:lfn‘.s hxm as

“the greatest.”

Muni in his film mles ran
the’ gamut from a vivid, lip-
snarlmg version of Al Caponc
in Scarface” to the amiable,
Jovable Dr. Pasteur in “The
Story of Dr. Pasteur.” For
five years (1932 to 1937) Paul
Muni played as versatile a
group of character roles ever
seen on the American screen.

Ha\senr, his personal  re-
quest for better screen plays
soon put him on the shelf.
Muni would not appear in a
poorly-wriltea story before
the! American public. It only
more stars would be as per-
ceptive, we might set things
right out Hollywood way}

During one of his off
periods. Muni was persuad-
od to go back to his first
love, Brosdway. He Had

started yoars before in l'.‘l-

mar Rice’s “Counselor-.

Law.” His dynamic lnl.u-

pre tion kept this enly

fairto-middling courtroom
drama going for almost
two years. His faithful in-
terpretation of Darrow:in

“Inherit The Wind” provid-

od audiences during the

1955-56 seasons with a last

live glimpse at this luporb

actor.

Muni developed an eye in-
feclion during the run of 'In-
herit The Wind.,"” left brietly
for' an operation, and came
back to finish out the two-
year run of the play minus
his left eye. Those of us lucky
enough to have seen Muni in
the flesh put down the Bible-
loving Bryan in the climactic
scene of “Inherit The Wind"
will never forget this great:
est;of all actors.

Ironically, Muni made a

TUE.SEPT.I9-~SUN..SEPT.20

final movie entitled “The
Last Angry Man." A beauti-
ful film about a cantankerous
general practitioner who be-
lieved as a doctor he could
best sorve society by helping
the poverty-stricken on New
York's East Side..It was a
magnificent portrayal and de-
served an Academy Award.

Charlton, Hetton nosed
out Muni that year for hix
miserably wooden job as
Moses in “The Ten Com-

popularity pall
known as, the Academy
Awards. Too offen fine ac-
tors like Spencer Tracy.
Rod Steiger, and Muni
have been passed over for
the more popular Hestons,
Jack Lemmons, and Clatk
Gables.

“The Last Angry Man"

should meet Muni.

Locally, the Livonia-Red-
ford Playezs Guild held au-
ditions last weekend at
their clubhouse hesdquar-
ters on Heech-Daly near
Five Mile. Road for the
opening ptoduction, ““Any
Wednesday.” Who knows
maybe aul Muni will be
discovered ‘befors this pro-
duction finishes.

tional help.
A good way to start with

ices backstage, Too often the

cal aspects (costumes, make-
up, props, scenery) is quite
limited.

Cooperation and coordina-
tion of every person in the
cast or backstage crcale suc-
cessful dramatic productions.
professionally and in commu-
nity theater.

made in 1959 should be show-
ing up on late night TV any
evening now. If you see it in
the listings and can stand the
continual commercial inter-
ruptions, be sure to stay with
it. It is a fine movie and you

Community theater is still
the only door Jeft opem for
anyone that has been bitten
by the theater bug. You only
have to drop a hint to your
friends or give us a buzz and
sou'll get plenty of informa-
tion about a local group of
thesplans looking for addi-

a local troupe of dramatic
hopefuls is to offer your serv-

help situation on the techni-

James Clavell's “To Sir,
With Love” features Sidney
Poitiet as a first year teacher
in a ndon school in the

|
., 3 egq e
Sidney Poitier Is Superb
topic of their choosing,jart of cooking comprise the
meaningful ficld trips to mu-| new realism curriculum intro-

seums, helpful practical hints | duced by tcacher Poitier.
about grooming and the fine

— Wally Hoberis

slum |section of town. The
students are holy terrors. The
pupll{ are ‘“rejects”  from
othe rschools.

\an‘ he stay? Docs this look
like the teaching opportunity

know|he does.
Sidney as a teacher uses
some bf the same intellectual
coo!ness displayed in *“In The
Heat 0( The Night” where
he sahed a nasty murder
deep iin the heart of Dixie.
This time his setting is Lon:
don.

Big difference in the two
* pictures iz the emotional
lxu under attack by the
filmmakers. Whare “In The

he has been looking for? You | i

s;nvmi.'. 5:00 P.M. TO 9:30 P.M.

MAYFLOWER ROOM IS NOW OPEN N
DAILY 6 P.M. TO 9:30 P.M.

EVERY FRIDAY EVENING

Huar: putked your exclte-

Belprepared to be misty-
eyed ks Poitier wins you over
as completely as he does his
class wof delinquent students.
His warmlh slowly surrounds
you and before you know it,
lhe emotional quality of his
problem has gripped you.
You éxperience this film —
a rarg treat.
Forget whether or not such
such |students really exist,
They!do. In New Yark they
have |four high schools with
thousands of characters like
you see in this movie. They
call them the “600" schools.
The situation is all too real
in oul United States. P
As Bir (Sidney Poitier) says
in the film “Truth is some
thing|we all hate to face, It's
part |of growingup”. His
classroom hoods and hard-
boiled gals do acquire the in-
ner sfrength of truth ta face

the tough, raw {future as
adults. :
Part of Sidney's solution is

to throw out the textbooks
treat them as adults.
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