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Phone System Is Something To Write About

Meeting in Moscow Reminds One of Old
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Just Chattin’

Feel of a Wet Hand Still Lingers
After all these years

By W. W. EDGAR

N COMPANY with a few friends I attended a luncheon

meeting the other day in the hope that I would Jearn
something about the present generation that has caused so
much comment around the country.

T had been told that the speaker was an outstanding
authorily and that he was making a tour across the land
in an attempt to change the thinking of the elders and to
tell the inside story of the young folks and their impact on
our way of life,

1 went to the meeting with high expectations. But all
the while [ sat there listening to a lengthy discourse on the
unfair treatment being given the youth I was forced to
smile.

All the while, too, I still could feel the sting of my
mother’s wet hand across my mouth—even though it has
been many long years ago since [ first felt it, And, for some
strange reason, I had a tingling feeling in my back—the
kind of a feeling one gets after being smacked with a
razor strap or a belt,

While the tingling made it a bit uncomfortable I sat
there, waiting for the speaker to get around to discussing
the utter lack of respect for family, friends, l:nw and order
for the present generauon

,Rumm to a students’ party.

.
AY AFTER DAY I look upon inslancos of this disrespect
and can’t help whispering to myself, “you wouldn't
have gotten away with that if you had my Dad or Mother,
You would have heen given a lesson of the type that you
never could forget.”

The greatest example nl this came the day I felt the
first sting of my Mothet's wet hand across my mouth, My
Dad had been dead for a few years and Mother was strug-
eling to hold her “brood —four girls and a boy— together
as best she could. To do that she had been forced to hire
out as a charwoman in several of the local offices. Aside
from that she also “took in washing" to keep up with the
economy. As a result we were a close knit family,

There never were any secrets and il any of us had
anything to say there was no bgtter place than at meal time,

Well, we had just been seated at the table for the
evening meal when my oldet sister spoke up and sid
“Mom, who do you think I saw my brother with today?
and she mentioned the name of a girl in the next block
who had been sort of an outcast in the neighborhood.

When T heard my sister blurt out the name I'looked at
her across the table and said, rather defiantly, “Oh, if she
was some washwomanl daughter I guess she would be
alright.”

Quick as a wink, ot sooner, my Mother's wet hand
landed across my mouth and stung like all get-out as she
wld “I'll have you know your Mother is a washwoman,
100" |

. *
OU CAN BET I never made a remlrk like that again.

I had been given a lesson in respecting one’s parents.

It was the same with my Dad. As I recall, he gave me
a “lickin' " only once. It was with his razor strap — and 1
still can feel it.”

From that day en my Dad had only to look at me—
and then at the clock—1tn tell me that it was time to retire,
or to go home, if T had been working at our litle lunch-
room in the Pennsylvania Dutch country,

One look from him was enough. I knew what it meant.
1 also knew what would happen it I failed to heed the
signal. As a result [ had the utmost respect for both parents,
not because I was afraid of getting a licking, but because
the lesson had been taught me in no uncertain terms.

I was still thinking about these things that evening
when returned home and was approached by a neighbor.

“I am on my way over to my daughter's teacher's
home,” he said. “I want to tell her a thing or two, She took
my daughter by the shoulder today and shook her, [ want
to let her know that she can't get away with anything like
that.”

Then, we wonder what's wrong Wwith the present
generation.
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Hotel, I met a younx Russian
student on the banks of the
Moscow River. A .group of us
had met him the night be-
fore in Moscow's Gorkey
Park and he had expressed
an interest in American rec-
ords.

(Prior 10 leaving New York
the Citizens Exchange Corps
had given us a record and a
sapply of paperback books
as gifts for Russians. When
he made the comment it
seemed an excellent oppor-
tunity to dispose of the rec-
ord and at least one of the
books early in the trip. Thus
we made an appointment to
meet the next evening.)

Back to the party.

The Russian, three of his
girl friends, and a group
from the tour gathered at the
wall of St. Basil's Cathedral
at the edge of Red Square.

(This student, 'as was the
young man I met on the
river bank, was reluctant to
come to the Hotel as “it
wasn't safe.”)

‘When all were gathersd
‘we took off for the Matro
entrance in back of the
hotel {there is one In front
of the hotel which the stu-
dent ignored.) Then a fast
ride for u few siops where
we herded to a
cornter of the statlen and
1old to wait “five minutes”
while our guide contacied

some other people,

While the guide left, his
Russian girl {riends remain-
ed. 1 couldn’t help but think
that we were being led into
a trap of some sort and the
girls were simply staying to
make certain we didn't fly
the coop. In time the guide
returned and asked us 1o fol-
low him.

Outside the Metro station
we were met by some other
students, These, however,
were not Russian but visite
ing sportsmen from Holland.
‘When all gathered on the top
floor of the hotel (there was
on elevator) the party con-
sisted of the four Russians,
10 Americans, a few Africans
and the rest Furopean stu-

dents,

Basically the party was not
very different from the par-
ties of American college
students. There were many
people crammed into a small
space—sitting on beds, win-
dow sills, tables and the
ficor —— drinking, smoking.
dancing and ungmg folk

he would like the freedom to
express himself without any
reservation.

In spite of this, however,
the Russians seem relatively
happy with life and are very
proud of their country.
The styles in the streets
range from the American
stereatype of the Rusasian to
some fairly western up-to-
date styles. These are worn
by the young women and the
skirt lengths are not mini.
The only mini skirts one sees
in Moscow are on the Amer-
ican and West European
tourists,

In short, it is foolish for
the Americans to delude
themselves into thinking that
the Russian people are un-
happy with their conditions
and will overthrow the gov-
ernment.

On the contrary, they are
proud of the economic pro-
gress made by the country
during the last 50 years.

On the other kand any dis-
cussion with Russiana on the
topics of foreign policy and
economics (the two formal
sessions we have had) don't
really involve two-way com-
munication. The emphasis

seems to be on the bending
of U.S. policy and not on any
bending or loosening of US-
SR policies. From a govern-
mental point of view the pic-
ture seems bleak for the
near future. .
Thursday, Aug. 31

Going out for dinner in
Moscow poses many prob-
lems for the tourist. First
one must have an interpreter
call for reservations. You
couldn't bly do this
yourself for several reasons
other than the language bar-
rier,

The phone system it un-
believable, and this is fur

books and no operator to pnv
vide a phone number. It
seems if you'want to make a
phone call in the USSR you
must simply’ know the num-
ber yourself.

On the second try for re-
servations we were success
ful. Then came the kicker—
the dinned_would cost 10
American dallars payable in
advance,

By this time we had miss-
ed dinner in’ the hotel so we

had no choice,

So ulx of us shalled out
10 American dellars each
for a meal in a restaurant
that we knew only by
name, had sten no menu
for and 'still had fo con-
vince a taxi driver 10 take
ut. . -

We thought that we would
pay our $10, grab a receipt
and run. Not 0 — Russians
are great on forms and one
had to be completed for each
person. This took at least 45
minutes. It took a hall hour
1o get the reservations,
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Finally we set off—in two
taxis — with one following
the other. After a ride of
about 20 minutes we arrived
at the restaurant located on
the outskirts of the city at
what seemed to be an old-
time estate.

The meal, which consisted
of many courses complete
with wine and vodka, took
more than two and a half
hours to serve and eat, An
American flag graced the
table where we were seated.

When it was {inished and
the restsurant was closing
we were told fo wait out-.
side and a faxi would
come. Thus we stood out
in the middle of nowhers
at 11 pan,, in the rain and
fog. waiting for tfaxls
while the restaurant staft
packed up and left ons by
one. Finslly ws ware left
all alone.
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row taxi drivers alse
lke taxi drivers
ughout the world,
y would give N.Y, cab-
a run for their money.)
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could speak Russian and N

the |two taxi drivers who After about 10 minutes the
waved their arms and |taxis arrived — cullrd by
shouted like faxidri some d
thrdughout the world, (The |the trip back to (he hmd was

uneventful other than the
fact that the windshield wip-
ers worked imperfecily and
there were no defrosters.
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songs to the
of a guitar played by one of
the students.

At 10:30 pm. a woman
knocked on the door and
politely Informed us that
the party would have to
end as the "neighbors had
complained.”” Qulie frank-
iy T don’t blame the neigh-
bors as the students told
e that this was the fourth
party they had In as many
nights.

Outside the hotel (the
Americans all left together
and alone) we found a taxi
and the Metro station. Half
took the taxi and half the
Metro.

The students lll knew the
American cvil -rights song
“We Shall Overcome.” They
indicated some . surprice by
their  reactions  that the
whites (there was one Negro
in our group) knew the song.
However, when the students
ran out of words and inseried
the phrases “We Shall Ban
the Bomb” snd “We Shall
Stop the Bombing in Viet-
nam” they also noticed that
not many of the Americans
sang those phrases,

My discussion with many
of the students centered upon
two topics — Vietram and
the Detroit riots. This is in-
teresting as I came prepared
to ficld these two questions
from the Rusians. Other
than & few digs by the lec-
turers on the U.S. position in
Vietnam no Russian has men-
tioned the topic.

Some more observations in
general:

The Russlan p\nh T met
on the riverbank told me
1bat the youth is apathetle
towards politics and when
his generation fakes power
he expects that the Com-
munist Party will lose in-
fluence. The same youth
fold me that, whils he
knew little about America
he would Like to live there.

“In answer to 'why’ he said
because of free enterprire

476-6240 — PHONE — 537-3645

and freedom of speech. He
repeated several times that
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