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Even before the Detroly riot of late
July, the been growing concern,
ot oaly|in the metropolitan area but
across state and nation, about the
soaring crime rate.

The State Senats, some months 2go,
organized & crime Lnvestigating commit-
tee, and one of the men appointed to this
unlt was Sen. George Kukn, R-West Bloom-
fleld. Kuhn rdpresents me 14th Senate"
District, | which includes Livonia, Ply-
mouth and Farmington.

Kuhn, s a Ford Motor Co. executive
and a Naval Reserve officer, belleves
In pinning down responsibility when a
sftuation goes sour, and he’s planning to
ask some tough questions.

One wma men he seams particularly
eager lo quiz 15 Detroit’s Mayor Jerome
Cavanagh, with whos
long battle. ove: ‘on-reaident feature
of Detrolt’s income tax.

We asked Sen, Kuhn about the investiga-
ton, what be expects to find, what his
theories of the crime problem are, Here
are the q\.lesllom and bis answers:

Police Chiefs

QUES’HON You've been appointed to 3
.State Semate Investigating Committee on
Crime, headed by Sen. Jamas Fleming
of Jackson. What 1s your committée’s
asalgnment?

KUHN: Well, the committee’s orlginal
assignment was to stuy the crime In
Michigani-the rdte of which has been
accolerating in the last two years quite
signlticantly,

“For another reason, our SenateJudic~
fary Committee has been unable to report
out satisfactory anti-crime legislation.
**Secondly, because ot the recent Detrolt

)

riots, our assignment has been expandedn’

to includa the riot situation.

he (Kuhn) had a *

Thls |crime study is not confined to
thé Detroit metropolltan area. . .Flint,
Jackson,!Grand Rapids, Muskegon and all
parts of the state are being considered.

are you golng to ask them?

GEORGE KUHN:

aAWS FOR ‘CRIMES AGAIN

divefsity - of views among these police

KUHN: “In.8 1
meeting before Imneu!nn,n'u already

* decided to call In all the past state police

QUESTION: The L e is golng

all the past Detrolt police

to have  sessian In October. Will the
crime problem be brought up then?

KUHN: “Very regrettully, the governor,
at this polnt in time, has omitted the'
anti-crime or rlot legtshuon as an item
on the sgenda.

1 personally am sending him & letter
Indicating in my humble judgment that
this Ls of the highest priarity and should
be the No.-l ftem on the agenda this
Octobar,'

commissioners--Herbert Hart, George
Piggins, Do Lecoard, George Edwards,

who's now a fedgral judge, and of course

current Commissioner Ray Girardin.

It 1s our desire to learn as much as
possible about the background of thecrime
1ssue over the last 10 to 1S years and get
the current status,

“Besides these commissioners of pol-
‘Ice, we've asked certaln judges to take
part; we’ve asked Mayor Cavanagh totake

“1 do pot think we can lalk about any ¥ Part and other political leaders who have”

other matters watll we have law and
order in Ihe streats.”
QUESTION: In the crime investigation,
your committee will gointo severalcitles.
Whom wl{ll you ask to testify? And what

got” knowledge or close association with
this crime Issue.””

. QUESTION: Do you thiik you'll get &

past and present? ;
KUHN: “Yes, it is our understanding
that some of our past police commis-
slooers have been considered rather Lib~
eral In their treatment of the.law and
individuals 1nithe treatment of crime,
and there are some who are .rather
moderate, and some might be condidered
rather tougher on the issue of crime.
““We'll get a divergence of view.
“We're also calling two other ln;
dividuals, 1 might add: Walter Shamfe,
who’s been a| leader with the Detroit
Grocers Association, and & leader of
Detrolt Police Dfficers Assoclation, Carl
Pursell. |
+Some of the questions that will be
asked each cae, besides thelir in-depth
Xnowledge, 1s what leglslation is nece
essary, 1f aay, o cope with the current
crime problems.”  °

'Mayor s Policies

-essarily money.

QUESTION: After the riot, Mayor Ca
anagh suggested that umcmzrsx migt
be to blame for not passing encugh socis
legislaticn, , .What’s your view?

KUHN: *Persocally, I hate to get Inl
this particular costroversy, because

to be one that‘shares the vieh
that possibly all this;mooey out of Wash
ington--pearly $200 million $o far-=
that Ls tresting Detrolt untatrly, { this
they rate as the top city in the countr
4s far as congressional help and mone]

“But despite this money, I don)t thisk
1t's proved to be successful. 1 think w
must look at other causes or reason:

] for one have a pumber of questiok
to ask Cavapagh on his so-called mn
the last five years. . .'"

QUESTION: What sorts of question;

KUHN; “. . .This means we mu
address ourselves to what Detroit
attempting to do in terms of measuris
the impact or results of what his po
ftieal policies bave been, to see whether
or not they've been effective.

“Personally, 1 believe there’s time
for thorough analysis and re-evaluation
of the eotire picture. = We need to do
some new things and starta newapproach:
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1 think that the whole problem, in
Judgment, 13 education and jobs--not g
Mooey can’t solve
problems.

‘A Breakdown’ . |

i

QUESTION: Senator, why do you think
there has been an increase in crime,
not caly nation-wide and in Michigan,
in cities, suburbs and everywherse elie?

KUHN: '‘Generally speaking, 1 bell
a lot of problems have started in
bome. There's the lack of discipline
and respect for \parests, the lack|ot
parents taking proper steps for the con-
trol of children, . . .I(’S penetrated to
the public streets,

“There's a great breakdown of law
and order in the streets, possibly caused
by polleies in tbe political arena in terms
of charges being watered down by
police departments and the court traat-
ment of criminals and. judicial decisins
coming from (he highest courts u:ue
land. , l

QUESTXOH Then you're uuggesungtnt
tn addition to new laws which the Senate
Iovestigating Commlittee on Crime ‘will
consider, perhaps there could be better
enforcement of existing laws?

KUHN: *“That is correct. Ithinkthere's
laxity in current enforcement of existing
laws, .More importantly, I think we need

ST SOCIETY’

to address ourselves to & whole new body
of crime laws, particularly since the
riots.

“We need strong deterrents to another
holocaust such as we've just seen--where
‘we've literally burned downa city, causing
a billion dollars worth of damage.

“1'm concerned about 3 whole new body
of laws called ‘crimes against soclety.’

] think we all remember the Nurn-
berg trials in Germany where they tagged
it ‘crimes aguinst bumanity’ in the sense
of mass murders. . .

“Amd 1 do belleve we negd some strict,
tough legislation for looting, burning, at=
tacking our police and firemen in the line
of duty as they attempt to do & public
service.

“3 think they should be stiff in thelr
penalties, maybe for 20 years minimum
and up to Wife, depending on the severity

. of the trime,

“But we cannot tolerate insurrection
on our city strects. We cannot tolerate
civil unrest where they attack,our police
officers, our firemen, our National
Guardsmen. 1 think this is & very serious
matter, and we need a whole new body of
laws to cope with severe crimes--not fust
assault and battery charges, not just a
crime of disorder.”

QUESTION: This new concept in riot
legislation--how does Lhis differ from
the legislation we already have on the
books?

, last calendar year.¥

B
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KURN; “1 think the current
1s weak snd watered and
in terms of dealing appropriately (witt
crimes against sdblety, such as lofting
and arson and insurrection, attack ouf

o bt
mA
pater

public servants,
“Our new laws should be wrmm

D .
& deterrent aguinst crime with m{mimal
sentences of 20 to 100)years, and treatefl
as felonles instoad 4
Stiff Sentences
X

QUESTION: Besides looking inty thp
possibllity of new laws, will the ¢omp
mittee go into any other Ispecu of cpimp
and riot control?

KUHN: ‘‘Well, as you know, ther¢ arp

studies and moek riot
taking place in Michigan, '
“And there are bew techniques,

such
as using ‘apathy gas to disperse crowds.
“1 think we want to be as humane &5
possible, but ‘on the other hand we fmust
maintain law and order in the Mrel:ls RS,
the first order of business."”
QUESTION: Senator, you menumud L
Judiclary Committee earller, and
some legislation has been bottled uf
What's golng on-in the Judiclary
mittee? What kind of legislation 18
considered?
KUHN: “The Senate Judiclary Com-
mittee has been taking under
a serfes of antl-riotand crime
including & stop-and-frisk law; but
not seen fit at this data to put the m:
oa the floor of the Senate for a
i QUESTION: Why not? -
. KUHN: “Partly, o be honest abbut }t,
'd say it's political--and & neal
more urgency in this matter. I[ hope
(at we will, this fall, get thel ratter
on the agenda s0 we can enact .four
bills 1 have pending before the'
jary-<Committee, ‘F
«One 15 on stop-and-frisk,
allow polite officefs to stop persons
suspected of carrying a dangerous dr coll-
cealed weapon....I belleve stroagly we
must disarm the people who are chrryihg
dangerous weapons, especiaily thobe that
are unauthorized.
“Then there's the matter of antl-riot
legislation, which the governor di issue
by proclamstion during the recert riot.
That 15, the prohibiting of three of more
persons from assembly in situatiohs that
would tend to be riotous, to-discourage
mob action and buildup of crowds,

ote{

“Then there's dnother bill, SB.186,-

.that is a dangerous Weapon act, making

‘1t wlawful to carry knives, razor[blades

or ice pleks....
“In. Detrolt alone, we had rolzhly a
60 per cent increase in murders|in the
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