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A freshman congressman Mtarts at the
bottom of the seriority list and has to be re-
elected several terms before he can gain
much influence or a- cammittee chairman-
ship.
' A city manager, at least nowadays, has
usually put in an apprenuceshlp under an old
hand before he gets ity of his own.”

city councllmnnjor township board
member generally has senior, members to
learn from. . .
*But-a municipal judge" .

MAYBE HE’S EXPERIENCED in that
kirtl of law——and maybe he isn't.

. Maybe he has. an older judqe around to
train him—and maybe he. doesn't.

He didn't get a courke in law ~school on
how to be a judge.

There are,seminars & judge may auend
after he's elected, but no formal, required
training program before He gets to the bench.

Despite these structural weaknesses, a
group of judges interviewed. by Observer
Newspaper reporters and editors feel the
men on the bench, at least in this part of lhe
metropolitan area, are pretty-good.

N:vertheless, they; tended to react
affirmatively to the suggestion that there
ought to be a formal training program
for lower court judges hefore they go on-
the bench.

“It doesn’t sound like a bad idea,” said
State Sen. Robert L. Richardson, R—Saginnw,
chairman of the Sena!eiJudlciary Commit-
tee. “It's something we' can include when
;ve get into lower court reorganization this

Y

He referred to plans, under the new state
constitution, to replace both the municipal
court and justice of the peace systems with
a series of “'district” courts having full-time
judges. |

“I think seminars such as you suggest

{Il occur, and the state will probably help,”
R hardson said,” “but we would prefer to
have them done voluntarlly . However, it
for some reason the group csnt find the
money, I'm sure the Legislature would con-
sider any program that! would benefit the
udmjnf'stmtlon of‘justice "

THE INTERVIEWS
server staffers tended to promote the idea of
pre-training for new judges, but the real-
«credit for pushing the plan belongs to a
national newspaper, -the| Christian Science
Monitor, \

Attheendof a l&parfcopyrlghted series
last CsM ward
James su{,.gested among\ other lhings, that
legislatures “prbvide funds for judicial edu-
cation and require -all jhd es to attend a
seminar of one or two Wi minimum be:
fore taking the bench. Also require a new ’
judge to sit with an experfenced judge before
pfesndmg ove: trials, as is done in Dela-
ware.

No set o( statistics or, legal citations was
more eye-opening, howevu, than one C!
anecdote about a new{ udge. The inexperi-
enced judge sat at the bench and waited for
the attorneys to open the.case. The puzzled
attorneys waited for the' judge, who didn't
know it was up to him to start ‘the proceed-
ings.

That hasn't happened. here in-the west-
ern Detroit metropolitan ‘suburbs—at lea:
nbne of the judges interviewed in Livonia,
Plymouth and Farmington told such a tale.

Michigan has four levels of courts: The
State Supreme Court, operating at the state
‘level; the Court of Appeals, operating on a
three-district level; .circuit ‘'and probate
courts, operating usl\ally at the county level;
and municipal and justice of the peace courts,
operating at a localslevel. ’

Municipa! and JP courts,” in a nutshell,
try misdemeanor cases and small lawsuits,
and they conduct preliminary examinations
in felony cases to determine whether an
accused person should be bound over to cir-
cuit court for trial. .

(Detroit splits the job of municipal
courts between the common pleas and re-
corders courts. The Observer area suburbs,
however, are under the municipal coun and
JP systems )

O, -
conducted by Ob-

DI T

HOW MUCH ACTUAL municipal court
experience do local judges actually have?

Plymouth's newly-appointed Judge Dun-
bar Davis estimates that, as an attorney, he
tried an average of 100 cases a year for 30
years in the court over whlch he now pre-
sides.

Dnvis also points out that law schools are
doing more to. éducate students in the ways
of the bench than when he got his own law
degree at the University of Michigan in 1937,
Example: Closed-circuit television brings
Washtenaw County Circuit Court cases into
the U. of M. classrooms.
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THIS REPORT |!eam fiort by
five Observér Newspapers wmers Don Hoen-
shell and Ralph Reed of|

. DeLano of Plymouth; Henry Teutsch
ington; and’ Sunday Editor- Tim Rich
\ coordinated the project.
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. Farmi ’s young, A {ate’ Municipal
Judge ‘Dennis Pheney s the ‘son oﬁ he late
judge, and he was trained by the now senior

judge, Michael Hand. |

But Pheney said that be!ore gohg’onto
the bench, he had never practiced |in that
*court; as an attorney, he had handled main-
Iy contract, probate and corpuratldr cases,
doing most of his work outside thd court.
room. He went on the bench ln|Seplember of
1965, only a year and a half after
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the proposed new city o
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AN ADVOCATE of
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from law school. |
Like older judges, Pheney fel
judge ought to be a lawyer, should
at least some trial experience, should
versed in ‘the ‘rules pf ‘evidence —
common sense, P ience.'
absorb experience. i
. Wayne County presxdmg [
Joseph A. Sullivan told:of a
out of law school who was elected to (fill out
an unexPIred three-month term in Detroit's
. recorder’s court, whose jurisdiction i§ main-
- ly criminal cases. | i
“Yes, it:was a vety short term}” said
Sullivan, “buk it could as well have heen for
the full six years |
.
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WHAT KIND OF TRAINING is
to men already on the bench?

gvail

. Experience seems! to:be the|.ma’in
teacher. ! I
“Someone once defined a judge ai *‘a law

studen! who. grades his own
papers,’’sand Judge Pheney points 'out that
the man on:the hench is helped by {(he fact
lhatkopposlng counsel do the hard research
‘worl

- Furthcrmqrc, it’s not dlmcull for p par!y
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On Open

Any effort by Gov, Romney

get an open housing bill
mrnugn the Legislature will
run into trouble, say two su-
burban representatives.

State Reps. Raymond Baker,
Farmington Republican, and
James Tierney, Gardea City

told this

- aggrieved by a ourt
peal to the circuit court at the coun|
'l'ge circuit judge can 'tell: the lowe:
judge pretty quickly if he has dong|
thing wrong.
“Municipal courts. in’ “n)ne Cou
are. very well handled, very well man.
“ned,” says chief Circuit Judge Sul{:vnn.
“We nteet periodically with the munici-
pal judges and also with the Justice of
the Peace :Association to discuss mutual
concerns. ‘'The complaints we receive
nbout our municipal judges are |very
minor.”

y seat
court
some-

unty

in felony cases,

. side Detroit,”

MUNICIPAL COURT jurisdiction is not unly traﬁu:
cases but small lawsuits and preliminary examinations tn riot le

they saw little support for such
legislation coming from subur-
bin and rural lawmakers.

. ..

“MOST LEGISLATORS out-
said Baker,
‘gren't taking.this very ser-
fously " . . especlally around
the fringes of Oakland and
Wayne Countles.

“And the agricultural areas
couldn’t care less,’” he added.

A terrible time right now,”
said Tlerney. A lot of people
out this way bhave a lot of fear
because of the high crime rate,

)

1 WAS DOWNTOWN to &
mbeting with the House andSen-
ate Education evmmmees, at
Waynea State Unlversity. Ome
of the speakers .cn the cause
of the riot was this'Rev. Al-
bert Cleage.'’ (Cleage has asso-
clations  with Black Power
groups.)

“This tan was just dripping
with hate sgainst the white
people,” Tiervey said. “‘He's
as bad against whites as the
Ku Kiux Klan 1s against the
colored.

*He made 2 statement ldm’l
like: The riots and
were & Godsend because mey
will drive the white people out
and let the Negroes take over
the big cltles,

“1 can’t bay this kind of
stutt,” said Tierney.

Disappotnted in the gover-
nor’s ageds was State Sen.
George Ki ‘West Bloomfield
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CONSTRUCTION . . .
Frames of dry hard-
woods, mostly ash,
dowble-cone  coils,
trouble-free deck con-
struction.

B0’ long, Wing
B3 Cushion Sofa $219.

LY

83" long, Wing 3 Cushion Sofa $239.

ERRY[S]

25950 W, SIX MILE ROAD
Ph. KE 2-5933

A

Beauty and comfort in
any size ... for every|budget.
rH'f)?f's SOME FOR YOUR ROOM. | .

. You can decorate ths most modey
expansive room using these piecds in com-

binatis

:  either
of use
course,

35" High Wing T-Cushion Chair $99.50

FABRICS . A dazzling collection of
fabrics to choose from, many SCOTCH-

GARDED . custom fashioned in
vibrant plains, artist-palette prints
and rich, tweedy textures.

52" fong
70" long,

DISCOUNT FURNITURE

DIVISION OF BERRY'S HOME SUPPLY

wort of
Besch

ARLY AMERICAL
= AYS AMERICAN OLIES

T
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ons or pairs, doep-cushion
loam rubber or dacron-foam
assured. Am caps for alt

DECORATING HELP . .
This selection of pigces makes
it easier ~ but questipns always

arisa . . . "how ca | be dif-
ferent . . .?** ““I've never done
this."* Berry's decorating talent

willhelpyou . . . andatnoextra
costl . i .
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