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An Editorial
0 ' ‘
N OCTOBER 23, a portion of Farm-
ington Township will vote on whether or not
to form a charter commission to draft|a
%hunln,e‘r for a home rule ““City of Farmington
3.
While we sympathize with much of the
Hills.”
While we sympathize with much of the
thinking behind the incorporation proposal,
we cannot escape.the conclusion that as pr
sented it is unsound and potentially harmflil
to the entire area.
We urge a “No” vote. 4
. s e

P

SUPPORTERS OF incorporation haye
pointed to many problems with the present
governmental set-up of the Townsi ip.

Fire prétection for a community of 35,000
people obvlously dannot continue forever on
a volunteer basis. The police department|is
first to say it needs more men and better
administrative machinery. The Township
has no public parks to speak of, and its roads

\are in terrible shape.
Meeting these problems, say thosel
supporting incorporation, requires the
new powers of a changed local govern:
ment structure. '

We agree. :

But whethér the incarporation proposal.
on the ballot for October 23 is in fact the best
way to go about making these changes
quite another matter.

- . . -

LOOK AT the details of the proposal.
If passed, it would set up a new C ty
which deliberately excludes the Villages | of
Wood Creek Farms and Quakertown and
most of Section 1. “Farmington Hills” would
be more like & Swiss cheese than a city.

The Villages can prabably look after
h lves, but the r chunk of the
M+ Township would have a pretty tough row|to

hoe. It would lack a tax base as well as any
administrative machinery to run.even a
skeleton township government. .
This chopping up of an area alread;
badly enough fractured is probably legal.
But it isn't vnrNeuponslhle. It's gerry-
maadering, and it's bad government. |
The viability of the new city itself is open
to question. The advocates of incorporation
say Farmington Hills would get an increased
share of the state gas and weight tax, but it
is not clear that this would be enough to bal-
ance the expenditures needed to support a
city administration. |
And if the new city proyed unable to sup-
port itself, except at the cost of ruinous ¢ity
tax bills, what would it do then? Opt jfor

forced consolidation into the City of Farm-
ington? |
« e .

SO WHAT WE have is a proposal for
incorporation which has been incompletely
studied, presented to the voters suddenly and
in a somewhat confusing manner, and which
disregards the tundamental rule of politics,
“Look before you leap.” |

Not surprisingly, public response toward
the proposal has been, in the main, conh‘sed
apathy. And why not, when the voter doesn’t
really know what options are available and
what their implications would be..

In this case, he is being asked to vote on
a proposal affecting the future growth :and
development of the entire Farmington com-
munity without having all the information he
needs for an informed decision.

Such information would have been
vided by the area-wide study proposed
spring. It would have been conducted b;
impartial organization (Michigan State
versity was propased), and it would
explored the various options available fo the
best development of the entire Farmington

pro-
last

an
Uni-

area,
The study was scuttled by the Town-
which refused to put up its share of
the $3,500 cost, on the nebulous argument
that having the study before the election
would “cloud the issue.”
Not having the study has blacked out the
jssue entirely, and has led to mass plblic
confusion.
And it has raised the extremely sensible
before we

question: “‘Why not have the stud.
take any Irreversible steps, suc as incor-
poration?”
LR
WHAT IF VOTERS do reject the October
23 proposal? .
First, the Farmington City Council should

be asked to give up any thoughts of any an-
nexation until a complete study of |local
government in the entire area can be made.
Second, the study proposal made b the
MsU for [_y Leldne Di o
should be accepted. The city councill has
shown its willingness. The township board
has not; it should reconsider. The leadership
“of the Future F i ud{ C
has committed itself to financial suppart for
the study, willy-nilly.

Third, the study should be made with an
open mind on all sides. Local government is
extremely complicated. Facts —on growth

p! utilities, serv-
jces—are urgently needed.

Once the facts are collected, %oplz can
start making up their minds. e study

might point ta consolidation; it might suggest
partial . incorporation; it might urge the
status quo. e can't guess now.
But what we do know is that it's uhwise

1o make such an important decision without
facts. .

. This much is certaln: Any decision that
is made after study will be better than the
sudden and confusing proposal facing the
voters on October 23.
—Farmington Enterprise & Observer

ave .
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CONSTRUCTION of the $1.2 million addition
to the Farmington Bell Telephone Co. building
makes an interesting picture study. Instead of
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going out from the first floor, the addition is
going up two stories and will contain added
local and long distance switching equipment.
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Road Program- Generates
Heat In Alta Loma Sub

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY
Editor

The stmmering about the road
conditions in the Alta Loma
Subdtvisions bubbled over Mon-
day night with the promise of
more to come.

What was - originally
scheduled as a speclal meeting
of the home -ownersassoclation
turned Into an “lnformal dis-
cussion’ on the yoads when the
group falled to turn out the
necessary quorum.

Consensus  of . the 30-33

members present was (o have
the assoclation’s :Board of
Directors re-evaluate the
program and report back to the
general membership
Assoclation President Russ
Williamson told The Enterprise
& Ovserver that the Board
woul? report to the general
membership within two weeks.
Whatever  the decislon a
crowd from the subdivision is
almost certain to be present
when the City Council holds the
public hearings on the road

meeting.

posal. A total of
mission. |

Candidates Night

Candidates for charter commission for
the proposed City of Farmington Hills will
speak at a public meeting Thursday,
at East Junior High School.

The meeting, which will begin at 8ip.m.,
is sponsored by the League of Women
of Farmington City and’ Townshis.
Junior High is located on Middle Be!
between 10 and 11 Mile Rds.

The League is sponsoring the meeting
as a service to the voters. The candidates
will speak and answer jquestions. at the

i

Nine candidates will be elected to
“on a charter commission Oct. 23. Th
mission will meet only if the majority
voters say ‘‘yes' to the incorporation pro-
16 have filed for th

Oct. 19,

oters
East
t Rd. -

serve
com-
of the

com-

|

By ELIZABETR WISSMAN
Statt Writer

Triakaidekaphobla? .

Farmlogton people don’t have
{t--or U they do, won'tadmitit.

To find out if many people
have an irrational fear of pum-
ber 13, The Edterprise & Ob-
server talked to Farmington
residents all over town last
Friday (the 13th).

Most said they dido’t know
1t was the 13th until they looked
at the calendar ihat morning.

Most said they.couldn't have
cared less, "

But most sald they knew it
was supposed to' be unlucky.
PP

LOCAL PSYCHIATRIST, Dr.
Sanford Bloomberg, says that
fear of 13 probably goes back
to the Cabala, an anclent mys-
tical sect of Jodafsm that is

full of superstition about num«
o

bers and

work 1t proposes for some; of
the streets in the area.
PEERCE

THE BACKGROUND includes
five years of work on the part
of the subdiv'slon in setting up
a capltal improvements pro-
gram for the roads snd a move
by the city councll and some
of the residents to establish
special assessment districts
for paving on Alta Loma,
Moore St., Cass and Cass Ct,

Slightly more than a yearago
representatives of the assocla-
tion and the cityofficlals agreed
on g four -point capltal improve-
meat program  with ‘the
members of the association
paying’a voluntary 380 assess-
ment over a four year period
as the resident’s share of the

cost.
Last year curbs were
installed on Wilmarth along with

cutbs and cul de sac areas on
Cass and Hamlin Cts, under the
association plan.

This year ths program called
for, curb and cul de sac areas
oa Coaroy and James Cts. aloog.

- residents were In favor of some

Township.

tion. This is i

.m.
Because of

tration in the

maintenance in Alta Loma dur- until Tuesday,

ing April 174 My cost the eity
$1,395 as compared to $2,029
road maintenance costs for the
rest of the city,

Dinsn estimated that repalr
of the four streets-~those most
in need of some work--would
cost $2,470, This price was
tased .on an estimate of a pro-
cess which would crush the
exisling roads to gravel andadd
asphalt liqu'd to the surface,
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Registration

e Earmington School
have ah additiénal day to register to
the Nov. 27 scHool election if they llv
the City of Farmington or West

These offices will be open Saturda g

21, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. for voter r,

addition to the regular

day through Friday hours of 8:30 a.m
'

the incorporation eleft
Farmington Tgwnship on Oct. 23, voter regls-
township will not be passible
Oct. 24.7 Voters may
at the townshp from 8:30 to 5 p.m.

The last day of registration for
cial election ib Friday, Oct. 27.
a new resident to the
during the past two'y:
er to vote.
The ballot [proposal on Nov. 27 Is
o0ls will be allowed to
mills ($5 per each $1,000 of
operating expenses fof a per-

i
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i

area or
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whether
levy an

The Council directed Dinanto
conduét a mall survey among
the residents on the streets
involved todetermine what thelr
wishes were about the roads.

At this time, members of the
council expressed the feeling
that they didn't really know Just’
what the pecple wanied, The
mall survey was an attempt to
assess the temper of the resi-
dents,

When  the results of the
survey came in a total of 49

improvement work on the roads
with 81 opposed. A total of 129
people  llve on the streets
surveyed by the city,

At this polnt the city changed
its from the

Jotn rted to the
Council that the cost of road

IN JULY, 1967, Cily Manager
Dinan repo!

. In Farmington |

Friday The 13th

posed to be lucky-+askany crsp
shooter, |
.

THOUGH  his

EVEN
was 5till out on

oumbers.

For --magy people
think pumber three !s lucky,
probably based on theChristian
concept of the Trinity.

Number seven is Rlso sup-

strike [ast| Friday ({the
13th), Jake, Tam Hagen

said thé day [is a lucky

one for! him, especially

when he:goes fishing.
i

1

Holds No Fear

38646 Silken Glen, was one who
sald, ‘rThe date doesn’t bother
ma at all. My daughter, Jeanoe,
is even going to a Friday the
13th party tonight.”” :

ala, 33430 Bostwick, said he
wouldn’t make a big investment
oa the date. '

‘Walter Kreuter, 22789 Lilac,
sald, “It's just anciher day. As
far a5 people worrying about
1t, to each his own. [ think so
little of it that I just pat my
father oo a plane for Los
Angeles.”” P

Apdrew Betts, 231400rchard
Lake Rd., said “I always think
of it, but T can hive bad luck
any day in the year."”

To Mrs. Charles Economa,
24846 Lakelsnd, and Alan I,
Straith, 21010 Renselaer, it was
«just aother day. Mrs.
Economou didn’t know it was
Friday the 13tk until she was
asked bow sbe felt about it

was sioply “The day befors
my birthday.” . .
THE NEXT 13 people wbo
i .

On the other hand, Ray Pyor-+

gravél-type base to a ‘‘deep
strength*’ asphalt surface which
Dinan told the residents could

% Pleass turn to page 4

were asked all sald about the
same thing--“Who cares?’’

But Jack Varn Hagen, 34041
Rhonswood, said he has good
uck on Friday the 13th.

«l was fishing on the 13th
two ‘years ago and | had ex-
ceptional luck,” hé said, "1've
noticed more than & few times
that it’s a pretty good day
for me.”

Varn Hagen s a Ford em-
ployee and had no comment
oo the fact that his company
was still out ca strike oo Fri-
day the 13th.

Itts all tn bow you look at it.

|

Wart AdS.uuienre Saction D
Wormen’s SeCtion....... +4C

ot R Cagtt)
FANTASTIC FISHING ~ That's
_Ray, 34031 Edna, Farmington, said after he brought
home two Coha salmon. Both fish are
long ahd weigh around 12 pounds eal
the fish on Loon Lake near the Platt Rivel

what|Charles (Pat}

lover two feet

h, He caught
last Monday.




