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In keeping with an American tradition which
takes its rise in the history of the Pilgrim fothers,
we onnually celebrate Thanksgiving Day. The
custornary remembrance is of a doy in the fqll of
the year when the Pilgrims set aside a time
celebrotion and thanksgiving for their defver-
ance and preservation in the midst of the wilder-
ness in which they lived. Imagination olone can
reconstruct their feelings;, we cannot possibly
know . what their feelings were.

That for which they were grateful, we now
take for granted. Freedom of religion, o home
within the wilderness, enough food 1o keep them
alive,’an uneasy peace with their neighbors, the

Indians. There are still for too mony gockets of *
poverty among us ofter these many years. There -

is stilf an uneasy peoce with our neighbors in our

cities slums. The minority s still oppressed, and -
still treated inferior. Great: material wealth char- |

acterizes the lond. But is there grotitude?

The basis of gratitude is oy, simple naive joy
in life itself. This has been said in s0 many ways
that it has become o chche. Children know this
kind of joy — s Jesus pointed out. The kingdorn
of heaven, which is a condition of joy, is to be
entered into only through the great joy of life.
Thenksgiving, in any true form, is nat o ritval of
ceremony and word. It is rather the spantaneous
paeon of the deepest feeling mon knows — his
ioy. Therefere does the psalmist cry, “Oh be joy-

ful in the Lord, all ye landst”

Whatever we possess should moke us humble '
in the signt of God — it is His grace alone which
gives it. The true meaning of Thanksgiving is the
humble recognition 1hat whatever we are, or

possess, we owe 1o the groce

of God, which we

are 10 accept, humbly, and gladly.
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The blggest polnt of dispute
1n the upcoming school district
millage elecilon next Monday

19 whether an| assessmont man-
date from the Oakland County,

Equatization Board will, orwial

not, provide tho Poard of Ed
cation enough money to run the
schools withost boosting the
millage Hmitjtion,

Oakland Cdunty 18 gotng to
instst on about a 17 1/2 per
cent increase in assessments

City Manager Joha D, Dinan
recetved official
this, and Willlam
Istant director of

notification of
Hoaver, assi

AL SWEET JR. of 28501
Quail Hollgw, Farmington,
has been slected president
of the Centfa! Kiwanis Club
of Detroit dr 1968.

For Your
Farmingiton

En térprise
i&
Observer

\
Carrier

He is galning valusble
business tralning through
his Observer routs. The
40 cents you pay him each
month 06 our carrier su-
scription plan sssures his
success in his first
business venture. Do surs
to ask for a recelpt, which
v will guarantes delivery of

the Farmington Enterprise
& Observer.

Hiked
County

the County Equalization Board,
said Monday that the Tawnship
will get similar notice “*within
a few days,'’ :

Rapid caleulstors at the
Bossd ot Education office, who
Sad foracast an lLacrease In
the district’s equalized valua-
tion only from $134 mililen to
$188 miltion, conceded such 2
blaaket boost would push the
mark above $200 milion,

They stated further that the
extra tax yleld from this would
exceed $1 milllon, at present
rates, but stull leave the Board
that much short of meeting its
1968-69 budget needs,

¢ it is fond that we don't
actually have to levy the en-
tire five milis, then I'm cer-
taln that the Board will keep
faith with the public and levy
oaly the taxation needed to meet
its needs,” declared Dr, Rod-
erick J. Smith, superintendent,

Proposition ‘'B’ on Monday's
ballot, It approved, would give
the Board authority to levy an
additicnal five mills--or $5per
$1,000 in equalized valuaticn--
on property within the school
district for operating purposes
for the next 10 yesrs,

‘The 1lmitation now s a total
of 15 mills, aod this would in~
crease it to 20 mills,

Dr. Smith said this same
issue has been brought upat s
number of the public meetings
held In recent weeks to dis-
cuss election matters, and that
to 3 man Board members have
affirmed their * good faith*’ pol-
ley.

Teens Set
Goodfellow
Dance Sat.

The Second Farmington
Goodfellow Hop will be staged
by the area’s teens Saturday,
Nov, 25 1o Farmington: High
Sc! .

Three bands, "“The Up,”
“The Heavy Metal Kids,” snd
“The Crystal Radlo,” willpro-
vide the music beginnlng at
8 p.m, Admission to the dance
1s $1. All procesds will go
toward the Goodfellow fund,

Disc Jockey Jobony Randall
and the team of Martin & How-
ard will MC the dance which
is scheduled to end at iI p.m.

This year, as in the past,
Farmington’s four high schools
will compete to have the high-
est percentage of enroliment
present to win the trophy, In
1948, Farmington High School
took the hanors,

Prior to the dance students
in the high scbools will yote
tor Mr, and Miss Farmington
Teen Goodfellow, At the dance,
Martin and Howard will chose
the winner for the ares wide
title from among the school’s
representatives,

i

GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT--Candy Hueft and
Fred Maier get ready for Thanksgiving as Candy
tries to place her corn cob doll into a Pilgrim’s

Romney Will Run. . .
And You Are There

Gov. George Romney made it official
that he's running for the Republican nomina-
tion for president in a Detroit press confer-
ence Saturday.

The Farmington Enterprise & Observer
was there' to bring Farmington readers a
first hand report on the decision and its back-
ground. Look for it
on page 3A.
But that's not all.
This report and
pictures become
only a part of the
expanded news
coverage the En-
terprise & Observ-
er will bring you
the strike

Detroit's daily
newspapers.

You'll find spe-
cially prepared
newswrap-ups cav-1
ering internationa

GOV.ROMNEY  (page 15A).nation-
-..Hat in ring ag (page 3A), state
(page 12C) and the Detroit area (page 15C).
There's a careful analysis of the devalua-
tion of the British pound—surely one of the
year's most important economic events—on

13C. .

You'll get a complete listing of local TV
programs for your viewing pleasure on page
1

A complete sports round-up covering
college and professional football, ketb: 11
and hockey will be on pages 2-4B, and we're
lanning live coverage of the Detroit Lions-
s Angeles Rams Thanksgiving Day game
Enterprise & Observer.

in your weekend !
It's all there for you in today’s Farming-
ton Enterprise & Observer. Enjoy yourself!

house that the second graders at William Grace

School made.
boys made.

Fred holds the musket that the

School Costs
Keep Rising;

Income

1f the Farmington School Dis-
trict collects no wore In the
next year from local taxes than
it is getting currently, and is
not given a boost in state fi-
sancial aid, then it would fall

i about $2 million short of meet-

ing its antictpated 1968-69 bud-
get requirements--and some-
thing would bave to give.

One of Farmington's greatest
problems 1s simply that its
school enrollment and its equa~
lized tax base are growing at
just abowt the same pace,
whereas basic costs are rising
at an even faster clip.

This has led the Board of
Eduvcation to request that the
district’s property owners give
approval in a special election
Nov. 27 to a 10-year, five-
mill increase in the operating
tax limitation. The board con-
tends that without such added
financial support it will have
to make drastic cutbacks in
Its educational program.

‘This article will examine four
areas of discussioo.

SALIENT STATISTICS

The cost of operattng the
Farmington schools has gone
from $409 per pupll in 1964-
€5 to $615 in 1567-8, Next
year it is expected to climb

7

Lags

to about $655,

Farmington's state aid per
pupil is $274. The rest must
come from local taxes.

The current operating bud-
get of $8,387,000 is “‘In the
red” by $1 million and had
the board not possessed & cash
reserve to offset this the mil-
lage request probably would
bave come earlier,

Now, there’s little left in
that reserve, but it is expected
that the 19C8-G¢ budget will go
to at least $10,600,000, Ex-
penses attendant o the opera-
tion of the new Power Junjor
High School, the biring of 42
new teachers, an enrollment
increase of 1,000 students as
a result of the district’s pat-
ural population growth, and a
new teacher wage coatract will
see to that,

School experts expect the dis~
trict's total equalized property
valuation to rise from its pre-
sent $154 million to about $168
million, although (here are
otbers who predict a greater
increase.

At $168 million, and with
16,000-plus students, the equa-
lized valuation per pupll would
rematn In the $10,000 to $11,-
000 bracket. This meansayjeld

% Plesta tum to page 10
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Alta Loma

-1 Supports

City Plan

Repudiating the leadership of
their ownHome Owners Assocl-
ation, Alta Loma Subdivision
residents who support the Clty's
asphalt paving plans on three of
their streets turned Mondsy
night's public hearing before
the City Council into a one-
sided endorsement of thal pro-
gram.

At least two-thirds of the
spproximately 100 subdivision
residents who attended the
hearing in the Farmington
Council chambers urged the
city to get on with the job,

RN

EARLIER in the month of-
ficers of the Home Owners
Association had sent. s letter
to owners of property on the
streets of Alta Loma, Moore
and .Cass Court requesting they
rescind thelr signatures to
previous petitions in favor of
an asphalt paving and dralnage
project.

The plea fell flat, and in each
I3 potition st11l was
backed by a majority of frontage

dity Buys
Land For
New Park

1t appears from action taken
by the Farmington Clty Council
Monday night that residents in
the ares of Longacre School,
south of Grand River on Drake
Rd., are at last going to get
the helghborhood park they have
been promised.

Cjty Manager John D. Dinan
told the Council that prelimi-
nary spproval for proposed

‘acquisition has been recelved
from the State Couservation
Departraent. It still is subject
1o the approval of the Federal
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation,
but!this go-ghead is expected
within 90 days.

‘The Council authorized Dinan
and City Attorney Robert Kelly
to start negotiations with pre-
sent owners of the 10-acre
parcel s0 the Clty may be In
position to move quickly once
the feders] allocation of funds
15 sanctioned.

The project {s being fostered
under the U,S, OpenSpacesAct,
with _the federal government
putting p half the estimated
1and cost of $20,000,

In another step Monday to-
ward better park and nature
facilities, the Council appointed
Mrs, John (Shirley) Richardson
a8 its pew representative tothe
Beautification Council of South-
eastern Michigun, .

She will succeed Mrs, Hazel
Leland, who has moved from
the state.

residents,

‘Monday night, proponents of
the profect to pave the throe
streets with seven-inch deep
strength asphalt, as recom-
mended by the city instead of .
cement paving, stole the play.
from their adversaries and
turned what had threstaned to
be red-hot town hall outburst
into a meek recitation of in-
dividual gripes,

When the hearing was over,
City Manager John H, Dinan
said the construction wilt be
scheduled for next spring, fol-
Jowing two more required hear-
ings, o

.. -

PROPERTY owners on the
three streets will pay a special
assessment of approximately
$5 per front foot for thepaving,
and gnother $3.50 per front
fool for curbing, The City will
defray between 20 and 25 per
cent of the over-all cost,

Crities of the City harped
on the sub-standard condition
of subdivision slreets and even
Mayor Wilbur Brotherton con-
ceded that the orignial con-
struction of streets should have
been of @ better grade.

He ndded that conttnuing on
a basis of repalr without re-
placement ¢would just be pour-
ing your money into & hole
after ours,"

City Manager Dinan told the
crowded chamber, In answer
to a question about the main-
tainance of other lhoroughfares
n the subdivision «'that there
still 15 time to bring other
streets into the program,”
-

Businessmen?

Maybe someonc plans toopen
a cafeteria,

At any rate, Farmington
Tqwnship police report thatun~
known thieves broke into North
Farmington High School last
week and made off with 475
plastic trays.

Santa's Helper
the GIFT SPOTTER

IS HERE!

Just the right giftsto
insure the happiness
you want on Christ-
mas Day are walting

for you in today's
want ad section,
HAVE SOMETHING




