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INobody knows whether George
omney can shake every hand in
Afmerica because he really hasn't
rled yet and at 60 he's still chas-
g the horizon.
In Michigan he has lapped the
m}xse twica and may be the
state's finest political distance
runner, except he's not been
timed against the original, form-
er Gov. G. Mennen Williams.
Willlams would conduct a one-
man blitz, invading every store
op Main Street to shake hands. A
white tornado in a bow tie.

DR

ROMNEY; DID IT the same
ay in his Michigan campaigns.
Yhether you agreed with him or
t, here was a middleweight
and-shaking champ. Maybe he
ould try cut in the thin air of
exico City in the 1968 Olympic
ames. |

In 1962 Romney was doing the
B0 in 9.6 seconds down a street
iA Birmingham with Dave Brod-
er, of the Washington Post —in
better shape than most political
reporters — sprinting beside him
ig step

: Romney suddenly wheeled into
o beauty shép to shake the hands
of the captive aud under the
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This Is The Week That

+ + « By Don Hoenshell

he said. “I'm not as well known
as | need to be.”
. »

.

IN NEW HAMPSHIRE, a small
state where a candidate’s en-
tourage and the reporters on
expense accounts mean an eco-
nomic boom, the technique Is
great. There and here you pluck
votes off a tree.

But when the going gets wild
and planes are late and 25,000
meet them at the airport, egad.
1 got that word from a London
Times reporter at the press con-
ference, and, thank you, Cyril.

If Romney tries the technique
on a nationwide basis, watch it,
Mrs. Murphy in Boston and Mr.
Callvero in Houston. Some guy
could beat on your door at 3:15
a.m. and say George Romney
wants to shake your hand. Don’t
be grumpy if it happens.

Romney is in_great shape for
the run for the Big One. He runs
a mile before breakfast and
plays an instant 18 holes of golf
whenever he can. Three golf
balls for six holes.

o e
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HE AND WILLIAMS have the
same talent in one respect. Both
can snooze for 20 minutes and

dryers. When he came out to pick
up the pacelagain, Broder said:

“‘Another half block and I think
[icould have taken you, George."”

Now Romney says his major
pfoblem is the *‘need to reach the
people.” He| said his_early an-
nouncement |for the GOP presi-
dential nomiination won’t hurt
him, though |he's the first.

1 ider it an advantage,’”

ly relax, After that!

- they're good for another 24 hours,

Williams used to observe bed. '
time by going off to an all-night
restaurant and having a milk
shake. Sometimes with a marsh~
mallow if exhaustion and giddi-
ness had set in,

Romney must do something
like that,

Egad.
Thank you ngain,‘:yril.

‘Metro’ Stalks Weak

Local Governments

: \

{ That ol ‘imetro government”
gbing to get you and swallow
ybu up, youL{igure’!

! Your li'l charming autonomous
téwn going to get overshadowed
by that regional monster, you
fear? |
! Could be.'i the way things are

PRt seemns! some of the oppo-
ntnts of the| Southeastern Michi-
wpn Council |of Governments are
working overtime at clipping
COG's wmg:‘ in order to prevent
it from turning into that “metro"
bogey.
! The backers of COG say, Don't
t scared, | f¢llows, it's only a
vpluntary thing.

! Truth’ of |the matter is that
COG could grow, in time, into a
“metro’* system, good or bad, if
there's a power vacuum that
;iglmss-mols‘ government can’t
11

: P
{ AND “GRASS-ROOTS" gov-
ernment soric days seems to be
{ying to leave that vacuum. Wit-
ress: .

se And
Vonsense

¢+ Michigan's Legislature is now
lie 74th. Rerhember when 85 was
the mandatory retirement age?

The Livonia City Charter Com-
mission writes a new charter
that will supposedly fill the needs
of one of Michigan's {astest-:
growing suburbs—and includes a .
trifling five-mill tax limitation. |

That's local government cre- !

ating a power vacuum.

A Farmington group cpmes | P

dangerously close to incorporat-:
ing part of the township into a'
‘gerrymandered city that would |
look like a swiss cheese.

That, if successful, would
have been local government
creating a power vacuum,

Fellow in Garden City, oppos-
ing a school building- program, .
complains: “‘This money spend-
ing must stop somewhere, and
the place to stop ‘is at home.”

A pretty theory—and utterly
impractical. The needs must be
met, and the place to start is at
home.

Fail to do it at home, and
you're creating a power vacuum,

Evil minds plotting ‘“‘metro’
will take a crack at it.

o e e

THE COUNCIL of Govern-
ments could—but need not—grow
into a metropolitan system in
which local units are practically
powerless.

1t it does, it will be because
local units have committed sui-
cide by strangling themselves in
their own boundaries and tax

limitations.
—Tim Richard '

Weleome.
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*FIVE BEAUTIFUL ROOMS
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From the Publisher’s Desk

OBSERVATION POINT

By Philip H. Power

They had a town meeting the

other night over in Plymouth.

It wasn't fancy. It wasn't clut-
tered up by hi{alutin’ talk or
garish TV cameras. It was sim-
ply people from Plymouth com-
ing together to consider a pro-
posed open housing ordinance
and to express their opinion to
their elected City Commission-
ers.

That a meeting like this can
still happen in the middle of all
the hoop-la and sham of Ameri-
can politics is something that we
can all be thankful for on this
day before Thanksgiving. .

« e e

PUBLIC OFFICIALS, in Ob-
serverland and everywhere else,
are elected to represent the peo-
ple. This doesn't mean that they

ow e their constituents slavish
copying of the mass of public
opinion. They have a responsibil-
ity to lead those whom they re|
resent, bringing to the best pul
lic interest the talents and judg-
ment that (hopefully) led to their
electfon.

But a public official has an
cqually « great responsibility to
face those who elected him — di-
rectly, candidly, and honestly.
That's what the old New Eng-
lund town meetings did so many
vears ago: They put the city
fathers on the spot, made them
listen to the views of the people,
and forced them to take note of
the views of the electors.

That's what happened in Plym-
outh last week, and local govern-

ment in Plymouth is the stronger
for it. |
. » Al !

THE ISSUE OF open housing,
particularly in “suburban areas
characterized by their 99 and
11/100ths per cent pure white-
ness, is a touchy one. Our dis-
inguished state 1 1 s {in-

tain important parts of the Con-
stitution. It also involves a sense
of morality, justice, and plain
human conscience.

Most politicians (especially
suburban ones) regard the issue
much like Mao Tse Tung: It
exists, but thank heavens it's

fi to another continent.

those from this area)
showed themselves| unusually
adept -at shying away, from the
issue when it came up this month
in Lansing. Presumably they're
all thinking it over with- great
care while they are off deer hunt-
ing during the 25-day recess the

called against the wishes of bot

Governor Romney and the Dem-
ocratic leadership.

. It's a tough issue. It involves
property rights, land and home
values, social planning, and cer-

cluding

_SO0RRY FELLAS. YOURE NOT OUT OF THE WODDS YET,

JFK On Thanksgiving

Our Power And Peril Grow

Today, the fourth anniversary
of President John F. Kennedy's
assassination. is just a day be-
fore the Thanksgiving holiday.
His 1963 Thanksgiving proclama-
tion was one of the last messages

: Kennedy ever wrote. It said, in

art:

“Over three centuries ago, our
forefathers in Virginia and in
Massachussetts, far from home
in a lonely wilderness, set aside
a day of Thanksgiving. On the
appointed day, they gave rev-
erent thanks for their safety, for
the health of their childrep, for
the fertility of their fields, for the
love which bound them thgether
and for the faith which/ united
them with their God."”

After reviewing the story of
the Pilgrims’ first Thanksgiving,
he said:

“Much time has passed since
the first colonists came to rocky
shores and dark forests of an
unknown continent, much time
since President Washington led a
young people into the experience
of nationhood, much time since
President Lincoln saw the Am-
erican nation through the ordeal
of fraternal war — and in these
years our population, our plenty,

and our power have all grown

apace,

“Today, we are a nation of
nearly two hundred million souls,
stretching from coast to coast,
on into the Pacific and north

toward the arctic, a nation,

enjoying the fruits of an ever-
expanding agriculture and indus-
try and achieving standards of
living unknown in previous his-
tory. We give our humble thanks
for this.”

At this point he issued a warn-
ing:
so has our peril.”

"As our power has grown, ’

. i
President Kennedy concluded:
*'Let us therefore proclaim our

gratitude to providence for mani-
fold blessings — let us be humbly
thankful for inherited ideals —
and let us resolve to share those
blessings and those ideals with
our fellow human beings through-
out the world.”

Except for the people who are
flat against it, the pols prefer not
1o bring it up and do anything
they can to avoid taking a stand
on it.

They know all about the white
backlash, even to the exclusion
of their consciences’ own inner
lash,

N -

THAT'S WHY THE action of
the Plymouth City Commission
was so constructive and effective.
They had the guts to hold a pub-
lic hearing on the issue, to hear
the pros and the cons, to get the
numerous points of view — all
from the people. They didn't try
to sweep it under the rug.

0K. The Commissioners them-
selves didn't agree among them-
selves about the ordinance. Some
(George Hudson, James Jabara,
and Arch Vallier) didn't vote for
the ordinance on the second read-
ing; others (James Houk, James
McKeon, Peter Schweitzer, and
Robert Smith) voted for it. It's,

anybody's guess how the vote on -

final passage will go when it
comes up December 4th.

Fine. The Commissioners dif-
fered, So did the people who
come to the town meeting.

Some said that the ordinance
was morally right and’ ethically
necessary. Others said it would
compromise property rights. stin
others said it was socially re-
sponsible. Some said it would
Jower the value of their homes.

Some threatened (marches
down Main Street, etc.) One,man
kept insisting that {here wasn't
any problem. Another madeéy, a
dire speech about the e!fec!\)t
white backlash on 'budding po-,
litical careers. R

.

.

BUT THE PEOPLE got ‘their
say so. All who came,

They got it face to face with
their representatives. e

One man got up and said he
thought Mayor Jabara wasn't
calling on people in a fair order.
Right 1o his face. And the Mayor
explained how he was proceeding
and gave the man a chance to
speak . . . in his turn,

The people talked with amaz-
ing clarity and eloquence. They
felt deeply about the matter, pro
or con, Ant they had the oppor-

tunity to say how they felt.

We could do with more of that
out here. -

And that ‘it happened at all

makes me feel that Thanksglving
does mean something, after all.

CHUCK MATSON
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End mopping, waxing, polishing...
beauty to the room most used...thanks to
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New stain-proof Broadlooms make life a lot easier

enjoy comfort underfoot...add care-free
100% HERCULON olefin pile fiber

Stevens
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Stain-Proof Guarantee

-

= RS e-)

S 2gawst s1asrung by T agents ksird below w &Ccordance
et Dot fermms sat Torth of e botom of T adveriemert
Cvmn

pile fiber. We give you a

require or choose,

Avesne, New York, MY, I after you hive
ims.

Y your Stevers Culistan Mercuion Carpel is permanently stained by aay
of Ihe agents listed 1n this ad during the Srst yeds trom date of pur.
Chase, plesse contact your Dealer or Stevens Gulisten Carpet, 285 Fitih
hag the carpet professionaty

Cleaned, the stains remain, carpet will be replaced at ao charge or 2 11t
‘enaminers st be sativ-
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Gitlistan Carper

Average 10x12' to 11’12’ kitchen
installed wall-to-wall now only
less than the cost of quality hard
surface flooring. Easy (er{n{, too!

New a-nd true! Enjoy broadioom ‘elegance and get 8 lifetime bonus of
easier floor maimenance. Join the switch to carpet in the kitchen.
Made possible, practical ant )

e 10-<olor choice in Stevens Gutistan ‘Brampton’
instalied over heavy padding.
colors, backed with its own foam rubber padding. Whatever you
have a kitchen of the future in your home today.
Low prices prevail on seamiess carpeting for larger kitcheas, also,

Coll 476-8360 for convenient At-Home-Shopping

$I 2999

d economical with 100% Herculon olefin

Or, take ‘Tillary' in one of 7 tweedy

SRR RITE 72 o

e 1948 411 reasonable means 1o remove staing hres been altempted. )
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