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Basketball Giveaway Tresvant
Planned By Pistons

Big dolngs will herald the
bomecoming of jthe Detrolt
Pistons from a five-game road
trip Friday when they meet the
new San Diego Rodkets in Cobo
Arena at 8 o'clock

Not only will ‘it mark the
tirst appearance of the Rockets
in Detroit, but it|also will be

«Baskatball Givehway Nizht'

at the arena.

Each youngster, 16 and under,
who purchases a|$3 reserved
seat will receive free from
the Plstons one of their special
basketballs,
Morae than 10,000 of the balls

' have been passeft out to the
youngsters In the Jasttwoyears
and the Pistorts anticipate

another big rush for the balls
at Friday evening’s game.

The Rockets boast some fa-
miliar pames to Detroit bas-
ketball fans,

Among  them are Johany
Green, former Michigan State
star who has played with New
York and Baltimore in the Na-
tional

Pistons
Big Gun

When It comes to (mproved
athletes in the National Basket-
ball Association, John Tresyant
of the Detroit Pistons is en-
titled to step forward and take
2 bow,

In tess than two seasons,
Tresvant has blossomed {rom

and Don Kojis, one-time Plstons
forward,

Other veterans on the Rockets
include John Barnhill, another
ex-Piston; Dave Gambee, from
the Philadelphia 7Cers, and
seven-footer Henry Flnkel who
played last season with the
Los Angeles Lakers.
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Tresvant came to Detroit In
December, 1965, in a trade that
tnvolved the Plstons and the St
Louls Hawks, He was pretty
much an unheralded performer,
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JOHN HADJOINED the Hawks
before, but only stuck around
for four games, He ‘left the
Hawks at his own choosing to
finish his work toward adegree
at Seattle University.

1 could see that the Hawks
wouldn't use me much and I
thought that finishing mj studies
was more important,” explains
Tresvant, |

He was back with the Hawks
at the outset of 1965-6dand still
pretty much a sub, Then fol lowed
the deal that brought. him to
Detroit and the Pistons,

Tresvant's role didn't change
too much at first with the
Pistons, The start of games
usually found him|perched
somewhere on the bench,

Midway through last season,
Tresvant got his mxi chance,
‘Then coach, Dave DeBusschere,
elevated Tresvant to a starting
post.
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HE'S STARRED EVER since

* for the Plstons who this week

were slated for two home
games--on Wednesday against
the Western Dlvision Champlon
Can Francisco Warriors andon
Saturday against the improved
Baltimore Bullets,

Tresvant notonly isastarter,
nis presence on the Pistons
roster also hasprompted Coach
Donnts Butcher to revise his
attack, When Tresvant iswt
playing in a corner position,
one’ll find him at center as
part of the Pistons' more mobile
offense, )

«John may stand only 6-7,
but he performs out there like
a man 6-9 or 619, says
Butcher, “He's a very good
shooter and a strong rebounder

even though he 1s the smallest
center now In the lefgue when
we use him in the

middle.**

Alrman Apprentice Alexand-
er Spiro, USN, son of Mr, and
Mrs. Alexander $piro, Sr.,
14750 Flamingo St., Livonla,
was cited by hs commanding
officer for his contribution to
his squadron’s salety program.

His squadron, the Fighter
Squadron B4 “Jolly Rogers,’”
won the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations Safety Award for 1967,

By George Maskin / "E@:

observing sports

So here the high schools go into their basket-
ball campaigns, although it seems like we have
been knee-deep in it — well, we truthfully never
get away from basketball and the Pistons.

We hate to knock the schoolboys, and really
we can't say that the players or even their
coaches are to blame.

But they have knocked one of the most excit-
ing maneuvers out of the prep and the college

game . ... meaning the dunk shot."
P
In case you missed the stories, the barring

of the 'dunk’” came out of the off-season rules
meetings. It scems that too many of the big
wheely in college and prep basketball took
affense to a gent by the name Lew Alcinder,
now playing for UCLA.

For ‘Low it wasn't—and still isn't—any prob-
lem reaching up and dunking the ball.

For . those who may never have seen the
“dunk,”, it's actually a shot in which a player
lifts his hands over the top of the basket and stuffs
the ball through.

The pros have retained it, but it's gone from
the school ranks . . . and so is all the thrill and
cheers it produced.

Faor the true fan of prep or college basket-
ball, the big moment in pre-game warmups
arrived when the players of a team in their
shooting all started to make *‘dunks.”

It got to the point that players under six feet
even were able to rise high enough to stuff the ball
through.

And when that happened during the course of
a game, well, the fans simply went wild.
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THE EXPLANATIONS offered for knocking
out the rule really didn't make much sense. It
seems that a few folks feared that maybe some-
body would bend the basket or pull it down.

Well, it happens pretty much every time the
pros play — a Bill Russell or Wilt Chamberlain or
even a Dave Bing will roar in for a dunk . . . and
somehow the basket and rim withstand the
mighty forces.

There’s no question, of course, that bas-
ketball on the high school and college level
will continue to prosper—even with the climi-
nation of the dunk.

But, it’s to be hoped that the brass will re-
consider in another season and bring the rule
back.

Sometime soon, the preps and collegians prob-
ably will follow the pros in adopting a specified
time for petting a shot off.

In the older National Basketball Association,
a player gets 24 scconds; in the newer American
Association they have a 30-second time clock.

For the preps, we'd suggest the 30-sccond
clock would be more ideal. This would give a
team more than sufficient time to set up a
play ‘while cutting the amount of stalling a
team! might do to the limit.

One of the “beauties’ of the shooting clock is
that ik“hclps to give a trailing team a better
chanceito bounce back without resorting to excess
fouling. i
This explains a great deal why a team, down
by 15 or 20 points in a professional game, fre-
quently will get right back into the thick of the
battle. |

It doesn't happen very much in the prep or
college play when you fall behind early by so
many points.
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ON THE SUBJECT of ‘basketball, how would
you like an official Pistons’ ball?

Interested, kids?

Friday's the night at ‘Cobo Arena when the
Pistons meet the San Diego Rockets. Each young-
ster, 16 and under. who purchases a $3 reserved
seat gets one of the basketballs free.

The balls are dandies.

" MARK SAVAGE

Youth Joins
‘National Troupe

A young manfamillartocom=
munity theater audiences In
Observerland has been signed
to the national company of
““Mame.”’

He’s nine-year-old Mark
Savage, son of Mz, and Mrs.
George Savage of 32929 Sum-
mers, Livonta.

The fourth grader at Li-
vonia’s Kennedy school, was
last seen on a local stage when
he appeared in the title role
of the Livonia Redfard Theatre
Gulld's production of **Oliver.'

He has been signed on us a
member of the national company
starring Celeste Holm in the
role of Peter. Mark will also
be the understudy for the lead
role of ‘“Patrick”, the prec-
oclous nephew,

The cholce was made after
special auditions at the Fisher.

Mark will play the final two
performances of “Mame” at
the Fisher, then take to the
road for four weeks of per
formances in Rochester, N.Y.,
Cincinnati and St. Louls. The
company will then settle in
Chicago on Jan, 2 for an in-
definite run.

His mother will accompany
the road company, A tutor
for all the children in the show
Is provided by the company,

The youth was this year's
Triple ““A’ wagon boy for TV
commercfals. 1n addition to
TV and radio work, Mark has

New Process
On Drivers’
Licenses

A new process for emboss-
ing the state coat of arms
into  all laminated Michigan
driver licenses has been start-
ed by the Michigan Department
of State,

According to Secretary of
State James M, Hare, it will
“help make the Michigan color-
photo driver licenses more res-
istant to tampering.*

Hare said lamination of U-
censes was begunseveralyears
2go as 2 deterrent to tamper-
ing with the licenses.

“This plasticizing helped to
make our licenses tougher to
tamper with and forge,’” he
noted. i

"WANTED

. . . In connection with good
grooming and style consclovs
persons interssted In having
thelr clothes restyled or al-
tered. Personal fittings on
both men's and women's
clothing in our modam tallor
ing shop. Phone 349-3677.

LAPHAM'S 15

MAIN
DOWNTOWN NORTHVILLE

modeled in Detroit for the past
two years. h
When he was six he firs
appeared on the stage in the
Caseville (Mich.) Summer En-
richment Program shows,
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Lila’s Flowers
& szts§
IN THE HEA!}T OF NORTHVILLE%
DELIVERY TO ALL SUBURBS

AND DETROIT -

Specializinfg in unusual
arrangements for Funerals,
Hospitals, ‘Weddings,
birthdays and anniversarys
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NOT 700 LATE
TO ORDER
THANKSGIVING
CENTERPIECE
FALL CUT FLOWERS
AND PLANTS
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Designed for modern living

cm.c"mmﬂ INCINERATOR

NOW AT SPECIAL INSTALLED PRICES!

; PLUS. FREE GIFT

GAS
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Incinefstoe will make & big difference in their life!” tages of wax candies,Pally
bring you soft candlelight
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Metallic siticone enamel finish, bright stainless steel trim. Electrically
welded special corrugated alloy steel combustion chamber, festur-;
ing secondary fire brick lining, will not crack, warp, or sbsorb,
grease, liquids, fats o juices. Exclusive twin cyclanic builtin smoke,

Yo]u too, can end trash
Vv, 100, can and garbage odor and fly ash eliminator — featuring no burners to become,
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