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Romney Calls Legzslatlve Leaders For H ousmg Talks

LANSING -- [Gov. Ramney
summoned legisiative leaders
today In a pressure setting to
give Michigan an open housing

pasture that wii{ give hope to
the minority ghettos across the
nation,

In quick orddr, he quoted
Napoleon, Abrahdm Y.incolnand
Former Presiddnt Dwight D.
Elsenhower to make his points,

Open housing | is alive but
gasping for breath In the House
Civil Rights Commitiee where
Rep. MelvinDeStigter (R-Grand
Rapids) is holding it to” wait
for sentiment to promise it

#I've been ncrou the nation,
I've talked with affluent people
among the Negroes, one an
entertainer who gave up a $i
mitlion a year income (pre-
sumably, Comedian Dick
Gregory).

«]'ve talked with the beatntks
with their beards and with the
hipples, sometimes in the same
groups. 1 know what they want,
They dom't want dollars pri-
marily, They sre In complete
agreement.

«They want human dignity.
They want white paople to stop
treating them as Inferiors, It

doesn't cost any money or re-
quire any act by government.”

He sald Negroes across the
nation want “equal justice," the
same treatment as the whites
from policemen, prosecutors,
judges and jallors,

.o

ROMNEY SAID that open
houslng 'focuses these things
more than any other single
issue.”

He sald there are more anti-
votes in Lansing among Repub-
licans than among Democrats,
1t is “ne issue, he sa]d that is
not being fought on a|partisan

basts.

“If the Rlpubllcm party is
responsiblg for the defeat of
open housing in the legislature
the Republican pmy will start

1o go downhill."

The muunx in Romney's
office today is a now-or-never
clincher to, determine whether
the first announced candldate
for the presidency in 1968 can
go before | the nation with a
solution in his own state,

wMost Negroes are waiting
to see whether we mean what
we say in America,” he sald.
1They're walting to see whether

thay need a war of liberation
In this country,”
PRI

IN DETROIT Saturday where
he announced for the presidency
Romney exhorted a 600-plus
brunch crowd while a dozen
GOP lawmakers winced at their
tables:

«] urge you members of the
Republican party to go back to
your districts and to get in
touch with your legislators,
senators and representatives,”
Romney sajd,

“#You let them know youdon't
want the Republican party to

scuttle the heritage of Lincoln '

It was the fighting-mad talk
of a governor seeking the pres-
jdency and who has seen the
disasters of Detroit, Watts,
Newark, Cleveland and other
cities hit by riotinglastsum-
mer.

Switchlng strides, Romney
sald he will be necessarily
absent from Michigan during
the campaign but he's leaving
the state ingood hands, Polnting
to LY, Gov, Willlam G, Milliken,
he sald:

e e e

“HE'SPERFECTLY com-

pelenl.whlla I'm out there,to
make the decisions and run
with them, That's not theory.
1’ve been ' away and
we've had ‘the opportunity to
test it out, WhenI vest authority
1vest it

«Therg’s going to be a head
of this state at all times whether
I'm here jor not,"!

He quoted Napoleon's
admonition that the grestest
danger fin any crusade is at
the point of victory and Eisen-
hower's military philosophy on
the point that any successful
military | action must start

«from an impregnable base.””

Lincoln he quoted s the
sterter of the present Republi~
can philosophy of human
relations -- when the Great
Emancipator signed the
Emancipation proclamation 102
years ago,

Romney made it plain that
he wants stesdfastness in the
face of triamph (Napoleon), an
impregnable base In Michigan
(Eisenhower) -~ both attainable
if the Michigan legislature
writes s formidable and nation-
ally impressive’ open housing
1aw, |

1ite on the floor, {

op MOHRWK for Christmas

“Jn human ura‘m you can‘t
compromise,” Romney sald,
41t you start out by compromis-
ing principle, youl lose the most
basic principle of all,*"

R
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ROMNEY CALLED on
citizens to belabar their legis-
lators with lettdrs and tele-
phone calls dempnding action
on the open houslog bills.

He disclosed he had anearller
agreement among leaders of
both parties to “(ork for their
passage, but that Individuals
and blocs of votds on the floor
threaten to let thgm die incom-
mittee,

1 was in Detroit in the
summer of 1967,'{ Romnay sald.
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