1
Wednesday, November 29, 1967

Obﬁerver Newspapers

Page QA*

David ], WamlL

There  were  depresaion
years where he had a ringside
seat in the Capltol--and the
World War If years when he
headed the Automotive Council
for War Production, Then labor
and Industry cooperation thrned
out the vital
made Detroll
Democracy.

that
the Arsenal of

had campaigning cooperation of
his attractive wife, Lenore, hs
close adviser, companion and a
speaker with appeal.

Romney has traveled count-
less thousands of miles, spoken
at many party fund-raisingdin-
ners, visited 36 states in the
last year.

He's been criticized for his -

frequent absences from his job
as goverpor--he's away on
vacation now. Bul the answer
18 that‘rthe state should willing -
ly share a man blg emough to
be president--and'proud to do
it

Shaking off palitieal eri-
ticism, and touching his reki-
glon are different Wungs for the

Mvrmom fajthful followers of
Romney.
A devout member of the

Chur:h of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter Day Saiats, Romsaey once
was president of the Detrolt
stake. He had served two years
as a young missionary in Great
Britain, Son Scott also served

there, and son Mitt is now in

France s 2 missionary.

But it s the church’s stand
! on Negro membership that bas
"brought criticism--and the
Romney answer that he has
shown his interest in the race
by his efforts in open housing,
and In the United NegroCollege
Fund, and in other ways. Mrs.
Romney resigned from a club

because it excluded Negroes
from certain {loors of thebutld~
ing.

He brushes aside the charge
that be is oot eligible for the
presidency because he wasborn
1n Chibuahua, Mexico, of Amer-
ican parents, July 8, 1907, He's
every Inch and every ouhice an
Ameriean, he says, and grew

up in Utah and Tdaho, Htgﬂd
uated from Salt Lake City High
Schobl, attended the University
of uun and George Washington
UI‘IIVEI‘S“)’ mwunmgmn D.C.
Not & graduate, he has rece(vud
2 dozen or more honorary de-
grees from colleges nnd uni-
versitles.

His wlle i his bigh su;hool

... Who Runs Uphill To Meet Suc(:ess

sweetheart, Lenore LaFount;
his dﬂumlers Lynn (Mm.
Loren) Keenan, of Bloomfield
Hills, and Jane (Mrs. Bruce)
Robinson, of'Ann Arbor, There
are 11 grandchildren,

They are “Rompey Boost-
ers” and a closely knit family,
and fully confident that the White
House 1s in the family’s future,

p—

Sale ends Sunday 5 P.M.

He representad the nation as
an employer | delegate to the
International jLabor Organlza-
tion, at conferences in Stock-
holm, Genevd and at home,
and served aslchairman of em-
. ployer delegales, There were
other unmmhnu other im-
portant things to do.

He came toMichigan in 1939
with the Automobile Manufac-
turers Assoctdtion, was Its gen-
eral manager when he moved to
Nash-Kelvinator Corp. in 1948
as assistant fo the president.
He was  axecutive  vice-
president whdn the company
merged with Hudson Motor Car
Co., In 1954 to form American
Motors Corp, Hebecamechalr-
man and president of AMC In
1954 and remained there until
he first ran for governor In
1962. :

Romney got;a chance to lick

¢ money problems when he headed
AMC and faced a debt of $85,«
million. But under his leader-
ship came the compact car
revolution 1o the Industry, and
AMC uamma‘,n highly profit~
able and large! corporation.

There was| the story that
Romney’s Interest in politics
placed him ga the verge of
announcing Ms candldacy for
the U,S, Senate--but that within
30 minutes on¢ Saturday morn-
ing he changefl his mind when
warned that his departure fron.
American Mofors would send
fts stock down 10 points on

« Monday.

It was after
departure thal
Into finanelal

Romney’s later
AMC agaln ran
troubles, but he
no longer was connected with
the company Which had made
him a fortuné, and glven him
homes In Bloomfleld Hills and
Lansing. !

Honors for hs business ac-
tivitles have included Asso-
clated Press’ “Man of the
Year" awarl four times for
the man who began his career
with Alumlnum Corp. of Amer-
Ica, which he served from 1930
to 1939, mostly ln Washington,

There was' always Romney
time for civic, religlous and
humanltarian = activities--In-
cluding a cltizens effort to help
Detroit schools. He was chalr-
man of 2 270-member Advisory
Council, whic helped adopt 182
steps of improvement. He man-
aged the Detroit Automotive
Jubllee, !

He helped brganize the Cit-
izens for Michigan when the
state was m the verge of fi-
nancfal bankruptcy--sought an-
swers and rdcommended solu-
tlons to Midhigan's troubl

He got bel a movement
to call a Cdnstitutional Con-

b

vention, becdme a Republican .

delegate and |a vice-president.
1t was easy step from
“Con-Con' headlines b the
* Republican néminatlon for gov-
ernor--and s present term--
s third--1s|  four-year term
provided by the new Constitu-
tion.
That Romdey had won public
respect throdgh his public ser-
vice and public office was shown
by the lncreased margins in
his reelections.
He brought to an end a 14-
year Democratic domination
when he defeated the incum-
bent by 70,000 voles--the only
Republican to win statewide of -
fice that year, There had been
a $100 million deficit the pub-
lic didn’t Uke.
Two years later, In 1984,
when President Johnson was
running away with Michigan,
Romney was reelected by 360,-
000 votes. '
1n 1966, Romney really ran--
leading a Republican landslide
with his 330,000 margin and
carrylng a Republican into &
U.S. Senate seat sought by an
old Michigan vote-getter--
former Gov, G, Mennen (Soapy)
Williams.
Romney was credited with
switc the Cougressional
delegation control to12toseven
Republicans by ousting five
Democrats; with restoring Re-
;- publican control in the Legls-
lature; with electing Republi-
cans to the atate’s educational
boards, to the Supreme Court
(non-partisan) and many local
offices.

‘The Romney runa in Michigan
attracted pational attention, as
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