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\ Come From Campuses. Pulpits, Ghettos To Press Views :

Concerned Dems Put

By DON HOENSHELL
Intellectuals and liberals who are walking
away from President Johnson on Vietnam and
estranged by a faltering war on poverty and rac-
ism will be heard in the Democratic party in 1968,
They warn that they want more than a one-
shot nod'in 1968, that they are shooting for a hand
on the Iﬂvors of power.
They came to Cobo Hall Saturday through the
ice and drizzle to the convention of the Michigan
Confererice of Concerned Democrats.

|
THERE WAS a shortage of the old familiar
‘ faces ard voices from the halcyon days of the
1950s as more than 500 revived the image of Brief-
case Democrats, less concerned with candidates
than with issues.
. They came from the campuses and the pul-
pits, from the ghettos and the suburbs to seek
involvement.

Concerned Democrats, headed by tem-
porary chairman, James Pino, the Gratiot
County Democralic chairman, are massing
behind Minnesota Senator Eugene McCarthy,
a challenger to President Johnson in early
primaries and, in Michigan, behind resigned
Democratic State Chairman Zolton A. Fer-

They heard Fereney and U.S. Rep. John Con- !
yers, of Detroit's First District, preach the gospel |
i self-determination — in politics as well as in
forcign policy — they took a dose of gencral lib- !
eralism from TV Star Robert Vaughn and heard *
McCarthy's speech piped in fram Chicago. .
I Even McCarthy doesn’t believe he can dump
ir. Johnson as the party’s candidute in 1968; but |
tates with Ferency and others that this growing.!

oice” should be heard.
Ferency, who said earlier
5 or sooner if a successer is
bucking the Establishment o
ssues, not philosophy. )
“Hopefully, we’ll have a slate in Michigan |
for McCarthy and slates on the issues,” he 1‘
|

he will resign Jan. |
chosen, said he is ;
the approach to !

said. “When'I say ‘we,’ I plnce myself in the

category of secking alternatiVes on candidates

and issues on the great questjons of gur time."”
Ferency reiterated he has no plan to join

Concerned Democrats or, if he does, to take a:

eadership role, but said the reasons for the or-;

panization are many of the rcasons he quit. '
Throughout the day there ran a series of con-

istent points:

® Vietnam is an “immoral war" and the United

| States should withdraw in that the sending of

Strength Behin

® Domestic policies, such as the War on Poverty,
have not substantially helped the have-nots of
either major race or lessened racial tensions
which broupht riots to the major cities last
summer. R

Concerned Democrats arc rebelling against the
party heirarchy.

“We will serve notice on the gentlemen at 900
W. Michigan in Lansing (state: party headquar-
ers) that this organization is no longer a play-
thing,” said Lynn Parsons, of the 17th district.

L Bernard Klein, Detroit city cantroller, welcom-
ed the delegates, adding that “you are providing
a spirit of dissent that challenges the warped
Sense of priorities that seems to be taking place
In our society today.” .
.

*
| LIVONIA'S RON MARDIROS, fired from his
license plate fee office by Secretary of State
James M. Hare who said he might run for Con-
gress against Rep. Jack H. McDonald as a peace
candidate, said:
;" “He (Ferency) has paid a price, as you all
know. But our work -here today will be a testi-
‘monial to his czuse.”

Fereney, responding to a standing ovation,
started with knuckle-cracking humor and smack-

ency.

public affairs

Stunned Dem Bosses
Map Recoup Plans

By DWIGHT JARRELL

$talt Writer
CLARE, iMich..-This small
central rural sits

Ferency who in Detroit was a
speaker at a conference of his
rebel group of concerned-Dem-

at the Intersection of US-10
and Highwaty 75 and proclatms
itself proudly as the crossroads
of Michigan.

It was |here the Michigan
Democrati¢ Party met to map
{ts direction at another cross-
roads, ong of political crisis.

It is alparty;that 1s stll
stunned and hurt by the pol-
Itical treachery of a top general
In lts ranks, State Democratic
Chairman Zolton Ferency,

After the party} big defeat tn
1966, Infectious apathy swept
the rank and fite, moraleplum-
meted, recrultment fell and the
rout was an easy ambush.

The bones of old party war
horses were left beside the
roadside of retreat that year.

Yet all seemed merely sage
setting as’ Ferency went on to
ogganize the splinter organiza-

ocrats little more
than 300 in the stark expanse
of empty seats in Cobo Hall.

Saturday in Clare and most
of Michigan was a day of
freezing rain and sleet but in-
side the Clare meeting the talk
‘was of the green political pas-
tures of grassroot politics.

Prominent by the {mplication

of State James F. McClure,
P

OSTENSIBLY, MCCLURE
was there to lay plans for the
reconstruction of the partyafter
1ts political and financial bank-
ruptcy in the wake of Ferency’s
firebrand secession.

The goals ahead are plain
to see, A poll financed by the
party earller this year reveals
that 49 per cent of the people
af Michigan are Democrats, 35
per cent are Republicans, 16

of his presence as rep:

tive of Secretary of State James
M. lHare, possibly the most
powerful Democrat In Michigan
today, was Assistant Secretary

Party Figures
Come To Watch

Vice Chairman

tton of Ci jed -D
(now more and fnore often re-
forred to as the hyphenated
Democrats  as' differentlated
from concerned Democrats) and
to back the prdsidenttal can-
didacy of Minnesota Sen, Eugene
Joseph McCarthy Inagrandlose
move to dump President Lyndon
Johnson, |

The meetlng (nClare, Mich.,
was withdut precedent In the
annals of|the Stats Democratic
Party. |

In altendance were County and
District chairman or represen-
tatives from acrosa the Mack-
inac Bridge and;the Upper Pen-
Insula, to Berrien County on
the Indfana border and New-
berry, more than 300 miles

away, I
Conspicuously absent was

Patts Knox pald cash for her
registration and listened to the
new volca rising in the party
n Michigan,

She had opposed Chatrman
Zolton A, Ferency’s antl-John-
son position earller and_now
must carry the load with his
impending departure, Asked if
she was signing up, she said:

“qve just pald my registra.
tion fee, There !s no corner

on the Democratic party, We

need- all kinds of Democrals.
We have an election to win.

Mrs, Knox was the Con-
cemned Establishment figure at
the Conventlon of Concerned
Democrats in Cobo Hall Sat-
urday.
There were others.
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per cent are
The Inference and the party’s
defeat tn 1966 is obvious. The

party 1s not turning out that

49 per cent.

COPE, had observers and one

‘of the mion’s top political pow-

ers, Paul Sliver, arrivedtowag

2 delegate into the corridor
for a talk, Neither would dis-

‘cuss It later.

! There were othersthere

‘without a direct organizational

‘stake in elther side, but long
assoclated with the party, It

iwas plain everybody expects

iConcerned Democrats to stay

!inside the party fold.

eese

| TME WAYNE and Oakiand

116th appeared to be active in

ithe Conference of Concerned

‘Democrats, There was Bobd

| Rowlsan, of Redford Tawnship,

jwhase wife, Milllte, 18 chair.
man of the movement tn the
18th,

. There was Tony Probe, of

“the 17th and Gerald Fay, coe
time candidate for Congress
from Ann Arbor, later alde to
House Democrats (o Lanstng,

;and now a professor at Oak-
land University,

, From Livonia there was Ron
Mardiros, a boyhood aeighbor
in the downriver area of Del-
ray toFerency, 2 possible peace
candidate for Congress from
the 19th Dext year,

Paul Kadish, president of the
Livonia Democratic Club, at-

"tended with a delegaticn, and

- scores of cthers from Farm-

. ington, Redford, and other
points in the northwast sub-

' urbs were thers,

troops to Asia is of doubtful lepality.

RON MARDIROS

ed the administration in Washington and party

ZOLTON FERENCY

Camera Catches Dem Dissidents In These Poses During Talks To Conference

Ex-Gov. G, Mennen Williams
turned down an appeal by the
State Democratlc Party’s hier-
archy to fake over the state
chairmanship held by ants
Johnson rebel Zoltan Ferency,
it was learncd this week by The
Observer Newspapers.

Williams, who led hs Party
to unprecedented victorles in

See Levin
As Probable
State Chief

State Senator Sander M, Le-
vin has emerged as the top-
beavy favorite lo succeed the
dissident Zolton A, Ferency
as Democratic State Chalrman,

Support developed strongly
over the last week for the 33-
year-old former labor lawyer
and Oakland County Chairman,

Vice Chairman Patti Knox,
boomed by some for the post
as the state's first distaff De-
mocratic chleftain (2 neat ba-
lance for GOP State Chair-
man Ely Peterson) took hersell
out of the race,

Mrs. Knox, wife of Detroit
Housing Director Robert A
Knox, endorsed Levin In a
Clare meeting for district and
county chairmen, CharlesMos-
kowitz, 10th district chairman
from Mt Pleasant, went on
record favoring Levin,
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DON WAGNER
3400 Midd1e Belt

his five consecutive terms as °

governor (1949-1960), declined
for personal reasons that have
taken him out of the country
on at least two occasions, this
newspaper was told.

The ‘“personal reasons”
were bellieved connected with
his expressed desire on pre-
vious occasions to makeamore
individual contribution in var-
fous missionary works of the
church of his faith, Willlams
1s an Episcopalian.

.. s

‘T THE TIMZ the request
was first made by Democratic
leaders, as long agoas October,
willlams told them, also, that
he felt the position required a
full ime chalrman.

“Soapy’ Turns Down Plea

Top, Party leaders felt that
Williams® political

d

I‘cadership here with head-cracking criticism: I
“] want to thank those who worked so !
, hard to make V(his possible—Lyndon Johnson, }

i N il Staebler & . .

. There are some risks in doing what we are
doing here today. You will become outcasts in thq
minds of some people if you have the courage of
your convictions.

“But this is where the action is and this ig
where you belong.”

He said that “liberals tend to engage in can
nibalism,” and urged the delegates to move ahead
with their organization rather than get bogged
down in fly-specking and structural disagree.
ments. .

. “You should devote most of your encrgics
. to the cause in which you seek to struggle,” he

said. “I think the American people are now

* concerned by the overriding issues of our

time,

“Each of us knows in his heart of hearts tha!
if there were no Vietnam, there would be anothe
issue — race, poverly, perhaps — to bring aboul
critical dissent.”

He said the nation still faces major problems
in mass transportation, in water and air pollu:
tion, “in our very environment.” N

“Don't let anyone say we're a single-issuc
organization,” Ferency said. “‘We are not.”

Ferency urged the delegates to work through
the Democratic party.

“That's where I'm going to stay whether a:
state chairman or delegate from Precinct 6, Eas
Lansing,” he said. “That's where I'm going t
stay. I'm not going to depart the remises. .

“Let them know in the halls of the party and
make them listen to you. You can fight for a fre
convention in 1968."

HE SAID the Michigan Democratic leader4
ship already has committed themselves to Presid
dent Johnson as the 1968 nominee, and quoted a)
letter from National Chairman John N. Bailey
urging Democrats to work for the nominee ‘‘and|
we all know who that will be."

Ferency quoted McCarthy as saying that he i
a1 least one of the' anti-LBJ candidates, adding]
that *'I share Senator. McCarthy's view that therej
is room for others to come forward.”

“Because of groups like this, there may
"be a re-examination of its position by the
National committec,” he said. “I'm sure you
will be able to deliver Michigan to the Senator
McCarthy cause if you work like you have
shown you can in the past.”

Ferency lashed out at the “power vacuum'
in the party in Michigan, adding that it is in th
hands of fewer than 5,000 peovle. *

“There is enough spirit right here in this roon
1o take over the Democratic party of Michigan,
he said. “Don't overlook the power of your indi
vidual presence at political meetings.” .

Ferency said the average Repul %ican "doesnl‘

know how he stands on Vietnam.

“But before you laugh too loudly,

the plight of the average Democrat,” Ferenc

said, “He has the position of LBJ or lump it."”
. e

LATER CONYERS, who won by 48 votes in at
bitter primary in the First District against Rich-i
ard A. Austin, defined the major issues as war
and poverty, both colored by the .overriding
posture of racism. |

i

He said 50 per cent of the Negro ninth graders) _

in Detroit schools do not graduate from high
school, creating “functional illiterates.”
“We need in the Negro contmunity voices
1o speak out,” he said. “It is time we began to
look at the great struggle going on in the
Negro community.”
Conyers snid“lhal

could ' quickly put the crippled
Democratic Party back on its
feet andagain in step with
the people in time to overcome
immense political setbacks and
a mounting dissipation of pres-
tige before the 1968 general
state and pational elections.

THE LATTER, which result-
ed in = political castastrophe
for the Democrats in Michigan
in 1966 when Republican Gov.
Romney returned to office in
a landslide with a swarm of
GOP office holders statewlde
on his coattails, was & monster
Frankensteln loosed by Fere
ency’s desertion of his dutles
a5 State Democratic Chajrman.

the white-vs-white problem

is just as that institutional prejudice,

‘works within the races as well as between them.

““It is out of this kind of association that we're

oing to see some.results of the struggles that
ave been going on for these many years.”

The First and 13th district organizations “al-
ready are planning to go to the national conven-
tion Backing McCarthy as a favorite son.

The Concerned Democrats’ statement of purs
pose opposed the war in Vietnam, called for self-
determination among the races in this country:
and a marshaling of resources to solve domestic
problems. It added: . K
¢ “The MCCD bélieves that the Democratici
Party is the property of its members, not of its
officers and candidates. It therefore will continuel
1o seek means by which grassroots opinion may;
be expressed, and by which all Democrats may;:
participate in decision-making . . A
|
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