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Open Housing

The campaign pro and con for the pro-
posed state-wide open housing bill has picked
up during the past few weeks.

Some indications of the local drive:

« City Councilman John Allen asked his
fellow Council members to adopt a resolu-
tion supporting the proposed legislation. “'To
have private opinions different than public
opinions Is hypocrisy,” he asserted.

® Less than one percent of Greater Farm-
ington's 45,000 residents turned out last week-
end to hear about the proposed legislation.
That really isn’t a bad attendance figure
when you stop to think that 120 people is a
pretty good turnout for a Sunday afternoon
meeting.

© In Farmington's churches the congre-
gations have been urged to make their views
known over the past few weeks.

All these are indications of the state
wide push on the controversial bill.
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WHAT ABOUT Farmington?

» Allen’s proposal at the Council session
Monday niggt took courage. It's always re-
freshing to see an elected official go out on
a limb on an issue that seems to be unpopular
with many of the voters.

The fact that the City Council refused to
support the resolution is unfortunate. How-
ever, the proposed bill does have some loop-
holes and we can sympathize with Mayor
Wilbur V: Brotherton when he says that "I
persc‘mally cannot come to a decision on this

Ladt weekend's meeting sponsored by
the clergy was significant in that there was
not dne persen present who was opposed to
the measure.

urban areas have scurried like rats before a
cat at the mention of the proposal. In fact,
both of Farmington's state legislators—Rep-
resentative Raymond Baker and Senator
George Kuhn — turned down invitations to
attend the session. .

This is making use of every oppor-
tunity to determine the wishes of their
constituents? .

The clergy took a stand on the question
of open housing as a moral issue.
' Allen’s proposal was based on the same
premise that discrimination in any form is

~® editorial

not only wrong morally, but in cpposition to
the Constitution which makes it legally
wrong. .
In the township the matter hasn't even
been discussed at the Board level. A year or
so ago a proposal for the creation of an area-
wide human relations commission was turn-
ed down by the township when Attorney
Joseph T. Brennan ruled that a township had
no authority to participate in such a group.
However, since the state law seems to
rule out township action, aur quarre! is not

.
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STATE LEGISLATORS from the sub-
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EDITOR:

It is my understanding that
the declaration signed by some
Farmington area ministers has
| already reached your office.

1t would therefore seem nec-
essary to state that it does
not reflect the feeling of their
congregations, and that 1, as
an Elder of the First Presby-
terlan Church of Farmington,
must register mypersonalpro-
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t seem to be a civil
rights Issue, or even an open
housing Issue, but rather a
further encroachment of the
rights of citizens, by Govern-
ment. Even the word “fair* Is
misused. Falr to whom?

Most certainly it would be
declared  unconstitutional at
some future date, because it
denles Indlvidual rights, and
Race, Color, or Creed doesn’t
change the “Individual” status.

I
nk ‘lo lhé engine,

GERALD J, RAVILAND

Pro

EDITOR:

Until your article on the sli~
ence of suburbia on the issue
of fair housing I rather naively
hoped to see Farmington take a.
positive stand and extend the
welcome to our black breth-
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1 say “nailve,” because one
of the reasonsl movedtoFarm-
ington three years ago from
what became the ashes of the
ghetto was its LACK of repu-
tation for bigotry which many
nelghboring  suburban areas
wear like a Purple Heart.

1 began to get an inkling of
the nature of Farmington-style
racism duriog Brotherhood
Week last year when The Ob-
server urged readers tocommit
themselves to actlon and tn-
volvement in intercultural and
human relations programs, |
belleve there were two respon-
o3,
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worker In a black city which
will still be the econotnic heart
of our megalopolis in 3 few
short years?

1 think oot--unless we are
ready to accept our respon-
sibilities as human beings con-
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Published by housing in Farmington and begin

H to make Brotherhood a way of

The Observer Newspapers |  lite Instead of an annual event?
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with the township in this matter.
* e e

THE ENTERPRISE & OBSERVER has
received two letters on this topic. Both ap.
pear elsewhere on this page.

Whether or not the law will be passed

seems to be up to the
it should, simply as a
human justice and decency.

f

cople. We think
asic principle of

The time has come for the people to
make their views known. Both of the State i
Legislators can be reached by writing to the !

State Capitol, Lansing.

: solve the problem will be a big step in the

Ignoring the issue or contending that the
“‘problem doesn’t exist in Farmington” will
not solve anything.

Neither will the contention that an anti-
riot bill should have been passed by the legis- .
lature first.

Acceptance of the basic civil rights-prob-
lem and taking some steps toward trying to

right direction for Farmington.
‘We hope that the people of Farming-
ton will take this step.
—Sue Shaughnessy
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At German Base

Army S/4 Ronald E, Diras-
ian, 20, son of Mr, and Mrs,
Edward Dirasian, 25866 Cas-
tereigh Dr., Farmington, be-
gan a month of intensive fleld
tralning with the 4th Armored
Division near Grafenwohr,Ger =
many,
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SOFTENERS

REYNOLDS Afl Fibre-Glass Fully-
Automatic Water Conditioners (Pat-
ented) wih our LIFETIME GUARANTEE
against Rust, Corrosion, and Leaks wii
soften more water and remove more 1oa,
for less operating cost, than any other
water softeners ever made.

Your present softener can protatly be
converted into a Reynolds Automatic,
Insest.sate=No obligation

sates, installation, and service
(We service 2ll makes)

REYNOLDS
Water Conditioning Company
Michigon’s oldest and largest woter
conditioning company . . . since 1931
12100 Clovardate, Datroit 4, Mich,
‘WEbster 3.2000
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Qur experts will put your hair in the holiday
|

limelight with permanent, styling, coloring.

|

And for a special someone, our,,,

|
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I—Any Perm or Tint |

THURSDAY ONLY
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In Bel-Aire Shopping Center

IZAKE YOUR.HOLIDAY: APPOINTMENT NOW

The Only Shop; That Gives A Little Extra

| {HAR cuTs ¢,
With This Coupon
WEDNESDAY ONLY

Open Evenings Wed., Thurs., Fri. until 9 p.m.
We Service Wigs and Wiglets

ao/. bel-aire beauty salon

Orchard Lake Rd. at 10 Mile Rd.
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A NEW
principle is an unexhaustible
source of naw views

Keep us In mind —
We're eary to find.
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