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School Bargainers Hail Faster Aid Effort

By YIM RICHARD
Sunday Editor
‘ez Michigan Legisiature is
."h to avoid the kind of
¢iifs-hanger’ schoot openings
O/ fublic witnassed here in
and Seplember.
T"(hn‘ sound of applause
fromgenool chiefs and teachers’
4 ors, the Stato Senate
i/ rlations Committee will
b Phearings Dec, 5 on next
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year's state school aid bull,

What happened In 1967 was
that the fiscal year beganJuly I,
but the Leglslature didn’t pass
the school afd bill untdl July 12,
The unhappy twin results: Of-
ficlals couldn’t adopt ftnal
budgets, and teachers couldn’t
reach collectjve bargalning
agreements untll all the
monetary facts were at hand.

In some cases, lncluding a
few in thls area, contracts
weren't ratifieduntil just before
school was to open; In nearby
areas, schools falled to open
on time,

The theory 1s that the sooner
the schoo! ald bill is pessed,
the sooner school boards can
pass the budgets, and the
easfer it wil be to negotizte
contracts,

And that's good news, par-
teularly at Schoolcraf College,
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PlymouthandFarmington
school districts.
o v
PLYMOUTH'S recently re-
tired superintendent, Russell
Isbister, would like to see the
state aid bill passed early
enough 30 that segotiatices with
teachers could be completed
by the first of April.

“When 40 per cent of your
operating budget 1s in doubt
until after schools out in June,
Isbister sald, *it's extremely
difficult for aboard of education
to fix an operating budget.”

Earlier passage of state ald,
he said, will also enable school
boards to fix the amount of
voted millage they will need
and go to the ‘taxpayers for
more, if necessary,

And the number of school
districts running deficits this
year, because of the lateness
of state ald, Is “rightening,”
be added,

Because of the amount of
time school districts must

spend 1n collective bargalning,
Isbister sald, there may result
a ‘drift lovari area.wide or
state-wide bargaining®--some-
thing that nefther boards nor
teachers Iﬂnl.

Plymouth school district
negotiated a one.year contract!
with teachers in August.
Isbister began work on. bu-
gaining, retired June 30 and
turned the reins over to a néw’
man, James Rossman, tofinish,'

..

AT SCHOOLCRAFT College,
Howard Kahn, administrative
assistant to the president, can
list practically all the dates
of the school ald bUl's steps
through both houses of the
Legisluture, and he called the
new speed-up “encouraging
news,'

The college and the Faculty
Forum, bargaining agent for
tnstructors,.reachedagreement
Aug, 23, It was ratified in the
next couple of days, and fall
classes started Aug, 28,

That one-year pact was the

Social Security
Wants Staffers

The Soctal Security Admin-
istration is seeking recent col-
lege graduates or others with
equivalent experience to work
as Claims Representatives in
offices in the:Detroit metro-
politan area.

Sam F. Test, District Man-
ager of the Detroit-Northwest
office sald, “l can't recall a
pericd since I have been with
Soctal Security in which we
have had so many immediate
openings. This is an excellent
time to joln Social Security in
a Job offering service to the
public, as well as oppartunity
for advancement,’” Test sald.

. .

STARTING | SALARY for
grade GS-5 15:$5,331 or GS-7
at $6,451 a . year. The full
Jjourneyman Clalms Represent-
ative grade level is GS-9 at
$7,696 per year, With period-
ic step Increases, the position’s
top salary is $10,045 annually.

To qualify, you must have
completed, or expect to com-
plete within nine months afour-
year course leading to 3 Bach-
elor’s degree in an accredited
college or university; or have
three years of experience in
administrative, professional,
investigative, or other respon-
sible work; of have an equiv-
alent combination of the above
education and experience.

)

EXPERIENCE In- the trades
or crafts, or in sales work,
laboratory testiag, operation of
machines, or routine clerical
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work s not qualifylng.

The Clalms Representative
job 1s the training and seasons
ing ground for advancement to
Fleld Representative, Opera-
tions Supervisor, Assistant
Manager and District Manager
positions.

There are openings, too, In
many of the 25 Social Security
offices in Michigan, and in the
Chicago and New York Payment
Centers.

For further information about
these positions, write to or
telephone the Socfal Security
office at 18500 Grand River,
Detroit, telephone number
272-0080. Inquiries will bekept
confidential,

first ever negotlated at the
college,

Kamn pointed out that ‘‘we
were a half-month into the new
operating year without knowing

what our state ald would be,’

Despite the “cliff-hanges” at
Schoclcraft, other colleges had
even worse luck, Macomb and
Lake Michigan community col-
leges falled by weeks to open
on schedule,

Anthony V, Rizzo, geography
instructor who beads the
Faculty Forum barg , Said

bitl was passed,

One of the {11 effects of the
state-caused delay, Rizzo
polnted out, wasthat Schooleraft
lost 18 faculty members ‘be.
cagse they were not sure of
what was going to come out of
negotiations, That'sun-
fortunate, We lost some good
people,”

. e

WILLIAM KLOOTE, a Ply~
mouth resident, Is executive
secretary lor the education as-

he ‘‘couldnt blame the board
for being timidd about writing
2 new contract untll the aid

and
Bloomtleld Hﬂls

In Farmington, teachers at-
tended orientatinn saccionc

.5 upv.md schoal the 6th
and ratified a new one.year
contract on the morning of the
Tth,

In Bloomtield Hills, however,
school started 14 days lste,

“I'm sure it would have been
helpful if the state aid bill
could have been passed
sooner,” sald Kloote,

Negotlating during the sum-
mer sesslon was particularly
hard, be sald, because ‘‘it's
difficult to pull teachers to-
gether then to getanexpression
of opinfon, They have other
Jobs, o they're traveling, or

havira cnmanhane

Rizzo, the Schoolcraft faculty
bargaining chief, said that
teachers there cou.ld, f neces-
sary, have been contacled by
mail durtng the summer for
ratification of a proposed con=
tract, The difficulties and cost,
however, are obvious,

And 50 on Dec, 5, the Senate
Appropriations Committee,
headed by Republican Frank
D, Beadle of St. Clair, will
get to work on the aid bll'
some three weeks before the
new session of the Legislature
is to start, and pearly seven
months before the next fiscal
vesr herine
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