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U.S. Uses A-Blast For Major

NEW  MEXICO--The United
States conducted Sunday its first
undgrground nuclear test for
purely Industrial purposes.

The blast, equalling 26,000

“tons of TNT, was set off deep
beneath the ground in New Mex-
ico in an effort to free natur-
al gas believed trapped In rock
formations,

The energy from the thermo-
nuclear explosion was expected
to vaporize and fracture the
rock formations, forming a
large underground gas reser-
volr, It successtul, the techa
nique could be used to recover
oll, copper and other minerals
in the U.S, and abroad,

The test marked the first
loint experiment undertaken by
government and Industry to use
nuclear technology for econom«
le development. The U.S, Atom-
tc Energy Commission, the De-
partment of the Interlor and
the El1 Paso Natural Gas Co.
sponsored the $4.7 million pro-
Ject,
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WASHINGTON--The new so-
ctat security biil, now cleared

house during a Christmas party
over the weekend, killing three
students and burning nine,

Firemen sald the blaze was
started by a clgarette spark
that ignited a paper snowman
decoration In the lving room
of the Delta Tau Delta house
on the campus.

The fire spread quickly
through the wooden bullding,
calching students In upstairs
rooms, Many jumped through
open windows, while others fled
to safety through a back en-
trance,
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WASHINGTON The Su-
preme Court has declared un-
constitutional & section of
federal law that bars members
of Communist groups from
worklng In defense plants, Chief
Justice Earl Warren said that
the provislon of the Subversive
Activities Cuntrol Act of 1950
*is an unconsitutional abridge-
ment of the right of associa-
tion protected by lhe First
Amendment,” A further state-
ment In 6-2 decision: ““The sta-
tute quite literally established
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through a House-Senate con-
ference commiltee, has come
under attack by UAW Presldent
Walter P, Reuther, Hedescrib-
ed the proposed law a3 a “pun-
1sh the poor* bill, adding that
Congress has turned its back
on the aged, sick and needy,

Reuther charged that the bill
does not go far enough In rals-
Ing minimum benefits from $44
to 355, *'In terms of real in-
come--what our seniorcitizens
can buy with thelr soclal se-
curlty dollars--thls represents
a pittance Increase of approx-
imately four per cent as com-
pared to the purchasing power
of soclal security benefits un-
der legislation of 1954, he
sald,

Reuther also criticized the
conferees’ decision to ralse the
soclal securlty tax base to only
$7,800.

The auto union chief also
blasted provisions in the bill
which affected the Ald to De-
pendent Children (ADC) pro-
gram, These Included the re-
qulrement that mothers of ADC
children must be separated
from thelr children, without
cholce, to participate in work-
training programs and that fed-
eral ADC funds would be froz-
en for children over and above
those already on the rolls as
of Juary 1, 1968,
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PHILADELPHIA--A flash
fire swept through a University
of Pennsylvanla fraternity

gullt by association alone, with~
out any need to establish that
an individial’'s  association
poses the threat feared by the
government in proscribing: it
The Inhibiting effect on the
exerclse of First Amendment
vights 15 clear.” Justices By-
ron R, White and John M, Har-
land dissented.
.

WASHINGTON -- The Senate
Monday refected 3 fiove to
give states full control over a
federally funded program to
foster fnnovative educatlonal
approaches.

VIRGIN ISLANDS--Mr. and
Mrs, Charles Robb (Mrs, Robb
belng the former Lynda Bird
Johnson) have turned up at the
luxury resort of Canlel Bay for
thelr boneymoon.

White House sources had pre -
viously set up a smokescreen
for reporters by saying the cou-
ple would be golng to Hawall,
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WASHINGTON --According to
a report released over the
weekend by the House Un-
American  Activittes Com-
mittee, Ku Klux Klan activity
In Michigan has increased sig-
nificantly over the past two
years,

‘The Committee sald that the
number of KKK klaverns in
Michigan has increased from
one to three since Congress-
fonal hearings on KKK activi-
tles during the winter of 13¢5~
66.

The three Michigan kiaverns
aiu located 1n Detrott, Taylor
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Townshlp and Flint. As of last
March, they had a total mem-
bership of about 200, the Com-
mittee reported in a 371-page
booklet on ‘“The Present Day
KKK Movement,”"

‘The Committee added that the
resurgance of the KKK in Mich-
igan 1s greater than in almost
any other northern state,
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WASHINGTON--Sen. Eugene
McCarthy (D-Minn.), a dissi-
dent Democrat running agalnst
President Johnson in the 1968
presidentia) primarles, has
outlined a plan to cut back U.S.
military presence in Vietnam,
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Speaking over the weekend
on the CBS '*Face The Nation™*
program, McCarthy sald he
would favor an immediate cut
back of 350,000 out of 500,000
American troops In Vietnam.

The Minnesota Senator sald
that the 150,000 American
troops remaining In Vietnam
could be maintained indefinitely
while negotlations proceeded
with North Vietnam to neutral-
1ze the entire country, McCar-
thy suggested Warsaw, Poland,
as a good place to carry out
such negottattons.
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Tornados crashed through the
northwest coast of Florida on
Surday, Kiling one and tnjur-
ing mﬁre than 250 others,

The! communities of Cinco
Bayou, Ocean City, Swalimar
and Panaman City were hit by
the storms, which killed one
woman from Elgin Afr Force
Base, [Her name was witheld,

Gov, Claude Kirk has Leen
asked [to call out the National
Guard to stop looting.
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WASHINGTON -- Attorney

General Ramsey Clark and Se-
|

|
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lective Service Director Lt,
Gen. Lewis B, Hershey have
announced formation of a new
division within the Justice De-
partment to prosecute Selec-
ttve Service law violators,

Hershey and Clark sald the
new division was not a threat
agatnst those who *“lawtully ex-
ercise rights of free speech
and peaceful assembly,” but
that It would clamp down on
draft law violators,

This Is the second phase of
a drive to control increasing
draft law violations, Last
month, Hershey told local draft

Industrial Test

boards to starl drafting vio-
lators, Now he Is ready tostart
prosecuting them,
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GLENDALE, CALIF,--Pop
singer Jimmie Rodgers, 33, 1s
st} in critical condition In a
hospital here, He underwent
major surgery for the second
time in a week, with surgeons
removing a sectlon of his skull
to relteve pressure caused by
a brain hemorrhage.

Rodgers, whose recerd of
“loneycomb’* sold more than
2 milllon copies, was myster«
fously attacked on a Los An-
getes freeway two weoks ago,
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