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What’s Next ?
Hits Snag On Specifics

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY
{Sue Snﬂ}/ghnassy has
covered the development of

th re Farmington Area
Study mmittee since its
origin atd Board of Commerce

meeting in July 1965, In
addition, she has covered
the two incorporation cam-
paigns in the township and
* the city’s 1966 annexation
attempts. ),

. WHO--that's
question,

Everyone--Farmington’s
officlals and the private citl-
ze08--seem to be In agreement
that an outside study of gov-
srnmental altornatives 1s nec-
assary.

The Future Farmington Area
Study Committes, which first
began work two years ago, has
voted to hire the Michigan State
University Institute for Com-
munity Services for the project,
Cost of the MSU study is

the  $84,000

$5,000 and work 1s expected to
bogin shortly after the first of
the year, Target date for cam-~
pletion 18 October,

The four governmental units
--city, townshlp and the two
villages.-are being asked to
finance the cost n a pro rata
share of the equalized valu-
ations,

Members of the city councll
and the two village councils
seem inciined to let the study
committee choose the group
to make the study,

The position of township of-
fictals, hawever, s that they
want to talk to some other
people before approving any
study proposal,

A .

JOHN RICHARDSON, chalr-
man of the study committee,
admlts that the group talked
“*seriously’” only to MSU, *"We
contacted the Citizens Research
Councll, the Univarsity of Mich-
1gan, Wayne State University,
and Don Oakes (a private con-

.TRACY CONROY -- This is the way people will
remember this man best -- behind the counter in his
meat market on Farmington Rd. A Firestone store will
open on the site where Conroy had been in busingss

' since 1839,

Conroy’s Shuts
After 28 Years

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN

Somathing will be missing in
Farmingion now that Tracy
Conroy has closed his meat
market.

People who want anything as
good as his holiday hams ware,
will have to search far afleld
and then probably won’t be able

' to ind one,

Conroy had been In business

‘at his market on Farmington
Road since 1939,

He's more than just aa old-
line Farmiogton businessman,

He is a Farmington ploneer
having been born on a farm his
grandfather owned oo 10 Mils
near Orchard Lake Rd.

P

BACK LN those days, 10 Mile

between Orchard Lakeand Mid-

dle Balt was known as Conroy .

Road.

Asked about theseearlydays,
Conroy says, “"You've heard the
expression ‘one-horse town'?

{ Well, Farmington had two
berus,

“The strestcar ran up the
middle of Grand River and the
north side of the street was
all hitehing rails for horses.
The old Owen House Hotel was
on the corner with a general
store and just down the street
was the old Grace Hotel

Before he opened his Farm-
ington atore, this meat expert
had a market at the old Five
Points at Grand River andSeven
Mile Road. The store perking
lot wis located where the pre-
sent State Police building is.

.«

THE LOCAL bullding where
he sold his wares from 1939
to Dec. 15, 1967 was erected

Aip 1923.C ught the prop=

more feet of the site from the
Dotroit United Railway.

Over those long years of
business, Conroy served the
town in many other capacities.
He was elected to the City
Council three or four times
and resigned finally when the
State Legislature passed a law
forbldding anyone ownlngabus-
tness selling liguor or wine
from holding public office.

He was a3 member of the
City Charter Commission which
set up the present city man-
ot form of government. He
also, during these years,found
time to become a charter mem-
ber and past president of the
Kiwanis Club and Exchange
Club,

DESPITE all these memories
of things past, Conroy lives
for today,

About the changes his town
has seen, he says, “You can’t
stand in the way of progress,
no matter what you think. If
you stand In the way you will
be laft behind.

“There was 3 time when
1 could call everyons who came
in the store by name, dut not
anymore. But this is to be
expected.”

“Right now,"” he goes om,
] would l1ke to have an oppor=
tunlty for jJust a little relaxa-
tion. It's true 1 don’t know
bow long I'll be able to stand
1t, but 1'd like to be sble to
try 1

ONE THING he’ll have time
for now 1s hunting, which will
be a return to the old days.

“We used to run fox out
on Drake Road,"the meat man
says. “We had 2 fox hunters

erty from the People’s Stats
§Bank of Farmiogton and 20

" ¢4

and any tima we
had & few minutes we were

out there.”

sultant), but MSU was the oaly
group to show any real interest
in the project,’” he says,

The committea sald tbat if
the township wouldnt put up
its $3,500 share ‘of the $5,000
the funds would be raised *pri-
vately.” This 1s interpreted to
mean a drive for private con-
tributions tn the township,

Township officlals assert that
the board has committed itself
to a study, but this, they hasten
to add, doesn't necessarily
mean the study proposed by
MSU,

It seems likely that the town-
ship will explore other pos-
sibllities for a study and fi-

tudy

township is true, but something
of an understatement,

The division Is deepand seri-
ous,

‘The basic conflict stems
from opposing responsibilities
and points of view,

The clty must expand iis .
tax base for future develop-
ment, The best means of ex-
panding a tax base is to attract
tadustry.

There is little avallable land
in the city, The solution is to
try to increase the city’s land
area through annexation at-
tempts,

In the past three years, the
city has filed three annexation

background

nance an additional project
rather than to go alng with the

petitfons for township land, The
first, in 1965, seeking to take

Since the MSU study will
depend on cata supplied by the
governmental wnits, the projact
in MSU words “‘must have the

In the
fatled,

Shortly after this election,
township officials filed incor-
poration petitions ‘10 protect

not
only of the Future Farmington
Area Study Committee, but of
the various governmental agen-
cles of the area,’”

A few weeks 3go, Mayor Wil-
bur V, Brotherton of the city
issved a plea for a mesting
between representatives of the
city and township to discuss
just who should do the study.

Brotherton warned that if
agreement could nok be reached
on this maltter before the im-
plementation of any study the
results would be camaging,

““We'll be right backtowhere
we started from,’” he said, and
added that he did not want
to see the study as an issue
*ourther dividing the city and
townshp,” -~ -

TO SAY that a divisian cur-
rently exists between city and

the * This question
was turned down by the volers
in June 1966,

In July, 1966, the city filed
for the township's developing
tndustrial park and would also
have taken in the existing Star
Cutter plant and the Indepen-
dence Green development,

A few weeks later, the city
filed agatn for the Woodcroft

3,

This time around,the city
was successful In the Wood-
croft attempt, but falled in its
try for the industrial park.

Incorporatton petitions were
filed agaln for the towaship,
Thus time, however, tha petit-
fons excluded the tin WIAg e
and mest of S.udon Oue, L
was these areas which hidbeen
the hotbed af uppasition to the

previous Incorporation ques-

That question was defeated by
the voters tn Octover,

Thus the township officials
are concerned lest another an-
nexation attempt occur, The
city council says it hasnoplans
for the immediate future,.but
that hasn't allayed the fears
around township hall,

PO

ON THE OTHRER hand, the
city councilmen have express-
ed the opinion that they are
tired of belng 'the heavies'
1n this matter.

The feeling at the council
table seems to be that they
have made a commitment and
expect to keep it, and they are
tired of township officlals
doubting thelr Integrity,

In all this, the study com-
mittee has become subject.
Township hall is buzzing with
charges that the committee 1s
“city dominated,"”

None of this helps smocth
the waters over the contro-
versy about who does the study,

The commiltee’s action in
adopting the MSU proposal in
the face of stated township ob-
Jections to hearing fust one plan
didn*t help,

The fact remalns, however,
that the study as proposed
“‘must have the unqualified co-
operation, not only of the Future
Farmington Area Study Com-
mittee, tut of the various gov-
ernmental agencies” in arder
to succeed.

Whether ‘‘unqualified coop-
eration® is forthcoming seems
decbtful,

18, that’s true then in the
~ords of Lrotherton '‘we're
right- back where we started
{rom,"

High School English
Courses Revamped

A series of currlculum
changes for high school stu-
dents ln Farmington was ap-
proved by the Farmington Board
of Education at its regular ses-
ston Dec. 11,

The course changes range
from a completely revamped
English curriculum at Farm-
ington Senlor High to minar
course title changes 50 that
the district might quallfy for
federal funds,

Most {mportant is the re-
vamping of the English course
offertngs at FHS,

Director of Secondary Edu-
cation Joseph Nicita told the
Board that the changes had
been recommended by the FHS
English faculty,

*This is curriculum devel-
opment at its best,” Nicita said,
The teachers began thelr work
in the spring of 1967 and con-
tinued through the fall before
presenting their recommenda-
tions to the secondary cowncil.
1t was only after the councll
approved the 1deas thatthe pro-
gram was presented tothe
Board,

UNDER THE new program,
which would involve the current
ninth and tenth graders two
years or four ssmesters of
English would be required,

All students would be re-
quired to take a course In
Fundamental Skills sad Intro-
duction to Litersture snd Com-
posttion,

Students who wers gifted in
this area would be able to take
2 test prior to entering high
school, If an A grade is earned
on this test and with the teach-
ar recommendation of the stu-
dent’s proficiency i the ares,
the student would be allowed
to skip the introductory class
and begin study In some of
the more specialized areas,

In addition to the fndamen-
tal class, all students will be
required to take a course in
the Amaerican Literaturs field
1n order to gradute,

The advanced courses in-
clude: a survey of English Lit-
erature; mass medis and its
impact o society; mythology;
Shakespeare; modern worldlit-

¢

erature; anclent world litera-
ture; dramatic literature;
speach; debats and discussion;
dramatics and stagecraft; in
addition to creative and essay
writing courses.

While the changes will be
{mplemented at Farmington
High, the English Department
at North Farmington had in-
dicated its Intention to offer
some of the same courses aad
study the existing Erglish pro-
gram in relationship to the
staff and students,

cos

CHANGES in the business
and vocatlonal training pro-
grams include & proposed data
processing course plan at the
Qakland Community College and
the introduction of typing at
the nnlor high level.

The Board approved these
additions In principle, butwarn-
ed that budget considerations
tn June might force the cut-
back of these programs,

A course in Food Service
Technology will also be of-
fered at Oakland Community
College next year, This pro-
gram would include two cne
semester courses coveringfood
preparatian,

Other classes scheduled for
OCC would tnclude baking and
nutrition and menu plaaning,
The emphasls in most of these
courses would be o quantity
food preparation and thus pro-
vide a preparation for the food
industry.

Classes in clothing andhous-
ing and interior decorating
would also be offered by the
home eccanomics departments,

The changes also call for the
addition of ancther drawirg and
painting course, a third year of
German language instruction,
and the introduction of the Bas-
ic American History course at
Farmington High,

H

DIGGING - Township police and volunteers worked two hours Thursday to re~
cover the body of Jack Hukkala, 36120 Lyman. Hukkala was conducting a deep
soil test, when the 25-foot excavation caved in,

Trustees Face Up
To Maternity Cost

Cave In
Buries
Builder

A 43-year-old Farmington
‘Townsh!p bullder who was run-
ning a deep soll test on vacant
property less than a quarter-
mile from his home died trag~
ically Thursday when a 25-foot
excavation caved in, burying
him at the bottom of the pit.

Jack  Hukkala, of 36120
Lyman, Had ridden the arm ofa
digging rig operated by Arthur
Oesch (o the floor of the deep
but narrow hole when suddenly
the unshored sides gave way,
trapping bim beneath tons of
dirt and clay.

Township police responded to
3 frantic -nelghbor's call st
2:08 p.m;, but 1t took two hours
Just to reach Hukkala's body
and ft was not until 5:10 that
workers were able to bring him
to the surface. Any hope thathe
might miracuously have sur-
vived had long since vanished.

The site of the tragedy was a
lot owned by Hukkala himself,
opposite a 4 at 26141

There are all sorts of ways
for a unit of government to
save gfoney. I its employees

d enough, it’s a safe bet

that eNmination of the mater-:

nity clatise from group medical
and hospitalization coverage is
one of them,

This very attltude Is figured
to have saved the Township of
Farmington more than $4,000
in the two years since the Trus-
tees approved full payment of
croup Insurance participation

by the approximate 50 employ-

ees anf their families,

Inclusion of maternity cov-
erage would have cost the town-
ship sn extra $3,67 per em-
ployee per month, and while
no age chart of township work
ers 15 avallable suffice it to
say that untll this week there
was no problem,

.

BUT NOW the wife of atown-
ship police officer is going to
have a baby--policemen and
their wives having a tendency

toward youth--and the trustees
were nsked inthis week's meet-
ing to take & stand,

They established a precedent
by voting to pay the employee's
doctor bill up to & meximum
of $200, and to pay for semi-
prlnle hospital accommoda®
tion:

Thn birth rate being IthI
{5 smong .their employees, the
trustees figure they‘ll etill
come out ahead,

o v

IN OTHER more routine mat~
ters on the agenda, the board
took these actions:

Reappolnted Richard lug'for
a four-year term as the Dem-
ocrat representative to lh-
Board of Canvassers, g

Endorsed the mnnnanCom
mission’s approval of prelipi-
inary plat plans of three new
subdivisions, Independence
Commons; Wedgewood Cord
mons and Philip Judson Gu
dens North,

Steele Rd., just north of 1l
Mile and between Drake and
Halstead Rds. This location,
as well as the nearby Hukkala
dwelllng, are in the Old
Homestead subdivision.

Hukkala is survived by his
‘wife, June, and four children:
Marliyn, 14; twin sons, Paul
and Philip, 10, and a two-year-
o1d son, Alan, Funeralarrange~
ments have not beencompleted.

Several police crulsers, two
pieces of fire apparatus and an
ambulance arrived on the scene
within minutes of the accident,

Volunteers from several
construction projects In the
ares also joined the effort,
and four pleces of heavy dig-
ging equipment were brought tn
to remove the fil),

By mid-afterncon it was ap-
parent that the hope of resculng
Hukkala alive was gone, and
even though individual workmen
went {nto the hole by ladder to
dig with hand shovels thelr
efforts were in vain.

a,

page 1-B.

More And M ore
N ews, Pictures

You re getting rpore news than ever in
the Observer Necwspapers'
l}ns week as we continue our extended cover-

Roundups of national, slalc and regional
news are on page 10-D.

A Women's section, somewhat larger _
than our usual Sunday offering, is on pages
g, 11 and 12 in the D section;
'unusual Farmington "Chnslmas walk” are
on pages 10-A and 12-D.

The "seriousness of the Middle Rouge
River's water degradation problems are ex-
plained in a special article and pictures on

How area state representatives voted on
the court reform bill, which was turned down
by the House, is told on page 2-B.

Sunday cdition

pictures of an

Area Escapes Draft Protests . (So Far)

So far, anti-war protests,
draft card burnings and other
related methods of youth's ex-
pressing its resentment about
being called to military duty
bave beeo absent from the

AWAITING DEPARTURE —~ December 's quota

Farmington scene.

Mrs, Louse Kimes, execu-
tive secretary of SelectiveSer-
vice Board 328 and for six
years active manager of the
local office, admits imowing

of men from the Southwestern Oakland Draft

not what each succeeding day

. may bring, but forsees no sud-

den change in the attitudes
among the young men processed
by this board,

On Dec. 12, Board 328" last

10 depart.

Board waited in the Masonic Temple for the bus

33 inductees of 1967 reported
for transfer to Fort Wayne,
bringing the year's total pus
ber of draftees from this area

to 254.
! All havebeenprocessed with-

4 :

ou( incident,

The board currently has ap-
proximately 16,500 eligible
youths of draft age in its files,
& figure which compares with
oaly 9,000 when Mrs, Kimes
took over the local office in
1961 after serving seven years
in @ similar capacity with &
selective lrvlcobonmmﬂoyll
Ok,

Board 328 is oae of uv.n
operating in Oakland Cotnty,
and the area of its authority
includes virtually sll of the
county waest of Inkster Rd. in
the southern half, and west. of
the Poutiac city limits to'the
north.

Registration with their draft
board s required of all young
men within five days after tbey
reach thelr 1Bth birthday, Men
subject to current call must be
at least 19, and the present
maximum age is 26, e

Average age of inductess who
have passed through the hands
of Board 324 this year hoabgen
between 20 and 20 and & half,
according to Mrs. Kimes, °




