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Two School Pals Gain Green Beret

‘Anastasia’ Is Set

" When Rick Weston and Ter-
ry Kemp first became buddies
a decade ago as classmates
at "O.E, Dunckel Juntor High
School, they probably would
have punched in the nose the
first guy to suggest that they
might look handsome In berets,

But in the winter of 1967-68
the berets Rick and Terry have
been awarded by the United
States Army can be worn with
a pride born of knowledge that
they identlty the most highly
trained fighting men in Amer-
fean history,

They're both 23 naw and still
18 inseparadble as in the years
they went through the Farm-
ington school system, graduat-
ing together In 1962 from Farm-
tngton High School,

cer

CHRISTMAS for these two
men and their families will be
something extra speclal this
year, for they are at home an
brief leaves before leaving for
Vietnam early in January with
others of the Army’s 5th Spec.
1al Forces Group, wearers of
the Green Beret.

Thelr paths have been para-
llel since they first met as
puplls at Dunckel, when Rick's
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Waston, were residents of the
Kendallwood subdivision and
Terry’s family, Mr, and Mrs,
Marvin Kemp, lived In Staman
Acres,

They were football team-
mates--both playing guard--in
high school where Weston alao
lettered in wrestling and base-
ball while Kemp gained added
monograms as a sprinter an
the Farmington tracktsam, The
latter also waa president of
the student council tn his sen-
for year,

For a while they attended
Eastern Michigan Univeralty
together, and although as stu-
dents they could have had fur-
ther selective service defer-
ment they enlisted In the Army
in Feb,, 1968,

ARer baalc tratning at Fort
Knox they again volunteered
a8 4 tandem, this time for the
Specfal Forces, Passing the
required tests, they spent the
next 14 months In the most
highly speclalized traintng
Amerlca offers,

Of the 110 men who were in
thelr Specfal Forces classwhen
the rigorous program began,
only 1l graduated.-and not anly
were the two Farmington sold-
lors among them but Weston
tied for frst In the ratings
of the 11,

.

*  THEY ARE in the service
willingly, and accept the as-
signment to Vietnam as belng
exactly the duty for which they
have been trained. They go
there as Special Forces med-
ics and those berets they wear
command the respect of an en-

« tire nation,

Porhaps it would be more
accurate to say an entire ma-
tion except for the draft card
burners and their {1k--and for
such demonstrators Kemp and
Waston have little truck,

When the Job 1s dooe in Viet-
nam, both expect to finlsh col-
lege, Weston wants to go to
medical school and become &
doctor, while Kemp plans to
enter his father’s hardware
business on Eight Mle Rd,

Meanwhile, they are just two
sons al home for Christmas
with thelr parents--but those
berets tell a story that the
smell of war ls not m.dls(ln(.

RICK WESTON AND TERRY KEMP

Beauty Operator’s:

Slaying Is

The FarmingtonTownship
beauty salon slaylng of 18-
year-old Sharon Ann Merlo of
Redford, 11 months ago was
relived this week In Oakland
County Circuit Court as the
accused husband stood trial for
first degree murder.

The fact that Attorney Dan
Devine did not begin submis-
slon of the case for the defense
until Friday moralug caused

“speculation that the jury would

not begin deliberations uatil
Monday or Tuesday,

Devine planned to place the
24-year-ald Marlo on the wit-
ness stand, and said he also
would call “three or four”
other witnesses.

The attorney sald he does
not contest the fact that Merlo
shot his wife, but does question
the first degree charge. He
sald it would be his attempt
to show Merlo acted with pro-
vocation.

Conviction of first degree
murder carries -a mandatory
penalty of life Imprisonment.
‘This Is not trueof lesser counts
of murder and manslaughter.

PR

OF THE SIX customers who
were In the Crest Beauty Salon
at 27432 W. Eight Mile Rd. at
the time of the shooting on the
morning of Jan, 6, three testi-
fied that they were direct wit-
nesses 1o the event.

One of them, Mrs, Lois Whit-
aker, said Mrs. Merlo, an op-
erator at the salon, was just
ready to start work on her hair
when the shooting occurred.

“Sharon was behind my chalr
when Mr. Merlo came from a
hallway to within two feet of
where [ was sitting,"” I'Ipoﬂed
Mrs. Whitaker.

“He polnted a gun sl{nxht
out and started shooting atEhar
on over my left shoulder.
Nelther one sald a word.

*1 ducked and when I looked
around Sharon was sliding down
the wall.”

Earlfer testimony had estab-

Kendallwood
Kommentis

By EMILY ORR  474-7499

There 15 & group of folks at
Antloch Lutheran Church who
number about 50 and callthem-
sslyes the "“Fun Seekers', In
the past few months the group
enjoyed a hayride, progressive
dinner tnd a bowling party,
Next on the agenda 18 a mystery
trip.

At the last general meeting
otticers far the naw year were
elected with Mr. and Mrs, Ken
Corns as presidents; treasur-
ers, Mr, and Mrs. Rus Cloud,
sad program chairmen, Mr, and

Ki

*“Welcome’’ to Mr, and Mrs,
Kling who are now residing on
Hearthstone. The folks num-

. ber six and have two yowg-

* sters tn school and two pre-
schoclers, Kiing s 2 state
trooper and their former home
was in Paw Paw

NOW FOR A sarfous prob-
lem, The gas lights in K-
are the target for vandallsm of
Iate, Latest report from the
committes 1s that a bl o
$37.50 had to be paid due to
breakage at the Tulipwood and
Farmington Rds,, entrance,

Dances Planned
Alpha Phi Omega, service
fraternity, of the Orchard Ridge
Oakland Community College
will sponsor a weekly dance
Thursday for all Oakland Com-
munity College students. The
¢4aance s held from 8:30t011:30
‘p.m. 0O campus.

Just & reminder to parents of
the area-.it is your money that
pays for the lights so let’s do
something about the destruc-
tion, Since we’re on the sub-
Ject of delinquency, the sixth
grade of Mrs, Chabut at Wood-
dale held & panel discussion on
the same subject and honored
guest speaker was Jack Kelly
of Green Willow who is con-
nected with the police depart-
ment,

Drop a get well card to Mr,
Frutchey whowtll be convalesc
ing for a while at his home on
Bayberry, He was stricken with
& heart attack,

Thwas a 10 day trip to the
Grand Bahamas for Mr, and
Mrs, James Flynn and son,
Jimmy, of Ridgebrooke, The
folks fust got back last Thurs-
day and had a wonderful time,
with all now sporting beauti-
ful tans,

JOAN SCITURRO of Halstead
RJ,, was hostess at & World

Gift Show b her home last
wmm-y. Kay Scott, of Quail
Hollow, entertained lvu' tables
of bridge playsrs st her home,
The gals also had a Christ-
mas cookie exchange,

Speaking of Christmas, par-
ties sre in full swing and as
a reminder, it Is cnly nine
more days til that glorious
day,

The St, Fadlan's Women's
‘Council held a party Dec, 1l
1n the social hall,

Relived

lished that Merlo had entered
the beauty shop shortly before,
and had beckoned his wife to
come to the back room for a
conversation. Sharon emerged
from that room first, advancing
to Mrs, Whitaker’s chair, and
Merlo hadfollowed immediately
behind.

THE COUPLE had been sep-
arated for some time, and it
was reporled that Mrs. Merlo
had started a divorce action
against her estranged husband.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Merlowas liv-
ing with her pareats, Mr. and
Mrs. George Kamen, of 19340
Gaylord, in Redford Township,

Merlo left the beauty shop
without capture, but was ap-
prehended in a Philadelphia,
Pa. bank two weeks later after
engaging 1a a scuffle witha bank
detective, Frank Morris,

After subdulng Merlo, Mor-
ris disarmed him of a .32
caliber pistol which was identi-
fled In court Thursday as being
the death weapon.

Lt. Charles Myers, ballistics
expert of the Michigan State
Police crime laboratory, testls
fied that his tests of the 'gun
showed 1t had been used to fire
the bullets found in Mrs.
Merlo's body, as weil as two
bullets found elsewhere in the
shop. ‘

In the autopsy, one bullet
was removed from the victim's
head and another from the rib
cage. Two other shots had pass-
ed through the body. 3

Since his capturg in Philadel-
phia, Merlo has been heldwith~
out bond in the Oakland County
Jait.

The case gotunder way Tues-
day in the court of Judge Far-
rell E, Rolyerts in Pontiac
before a jury of seven women
and six men, Including one &l-

ternate to be excused before

deliberations begin.

Saturday
Hours Set
For Taxes

Farmington Township Treas-
urer Elise P, Avery announced
this week that in addition to the
normal weekday schedule her
office in the Township Hall will
be open three Saturdays in De-
cember and February for the
payment of taxes,

Mrs, Avery said her staff
will matntain Saturday office
hours an Dec, 30, Fed, 10 and
Feb, 24 from 9 a,m,to 4 p.m,

Monday through Friday of
each week the hours are 8:30
am, to 4:30 p.m. The office
18 located an 11 Mile Rd,, west
of Orchard Lake Rd, After
Feb, 14 a four per cent penalty
will be added to all wnpaid tax
statements as required
Michigan law,

City Treasurer Kathryn Cot-
ter reports that her office will
open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m, to 5 p.m. A
night depository box is located
in the lobby of eity hall Just
across from the police station
on Liberty south of Grand River,

HINKLE'S

OF FARMINGTON

Winter
Yard Goods
SALE

NOW IN PROGRESS
23340 FARMINGTON RD.

Rehearsals have started by
the Farmington Players for
their second production of the
seascn, *Anastasia,” which is
scheduled to open in the
Players’ Barn on Feb, 2.

Directing a cast of 13 in the
suspenseful drama s Merle
Pedicini, a drama major who
also directed last year's com-
edy, “Never Too Late."”

Rehearsals will be Inter-
rupted during the Christmas
holiday period and wiil resume
in Japuary. “Anastasia’ will
be presented on three week-
ends ia February.

The play, based on fact, is
by Marcel Maurette, with the
English adaption by Guy Bolton,

It deals with a woman who

may be the Russian Crown

Princess Anastasta, herescape
from the murder of her family
by the Bolsheviks, and the
scheme for ber acceptance as
the real princess.

Joanne Kaman will serve as
assistant director, and Don
Briggs, Players’ president, will
act as technical director.

Pflieger Heads

Seminar Panel

Larry Pflleger, of 26714
Greythorne, Farmington, will
be chairman of e of three
seminars to be held Dec, 21
by the Detroit Chapter of the
National Association of Ac-
countants nthe Pick-FortShel.
by Hotel, _

inners were named in the Farmington Amateur Hockey
Association’s second annual contest for the benefit of the amateur hogkey pro-
gram. Among those who helped stage the contest were, from left: Harry Fitzpatrick,
president of the association; Ray Johnson, a Farmington Flyer; and Harry Wenner, *
exalted ruler of Farmington Elks Lodge 1986. First place winner was William Stu-
sick, second place, W. Golinski; third place, Robert Goss.

BIG ENOUGH TO SERVE

METRO

SMALL ENOUGH TO LISTEN

of f‘armington

"Maybe we're wrong,
but we can't stop now!”

CHECK ACCOUNT
SERVICE CHARGES
ELIMINATED
AT METRO!

From the low balance housewife's account to the
high balance business account, no one pays a
service charge for checking at Metro, Regard-
less of the minimum balance kept all
checking accounts are FREE AT METRO.

No Minimum Balance Required
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Redford Office
25719 Grand River
KE 8-9400

i

' Main Office

'33205 Grand River’
474-1000

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

metropolitan ndiicna. bank

Quakertown Office-

27500 Farmington Rd.

. 4769111
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