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This I The
Week That

+ v . By Don Hoenshell

here was a story in a metro-
litun Detrumt paper befare what
as become an almost unnual

jerisis with labor Which closed
down the state’s bigRest news-
papers, that should night-

tu everybody out here.
- ft was done by Larry Green so

it

tory quoted Mayor Jerry
+Cavanagh tu the effect that any
“suburb not practicing open hous-
y aet to thinking right if
mkering with its
et with Detroit.
mention here a few
thonths that the political
Cagaries of Detroit would mwake
_it, better for the suburbs under
contract if a water authority
were established.

W As of now, the Detroit Water
Board is appointed by the mayor

yof the city. Detroit residents,
napturally, are in the majority
.with a mnority representation

';;ivn»n the suburbs.

' . . .

4« BUT THE MAYOR can force
ithe suburbs — as he has in the
“ipast to naminate a board mem-
‘bér to his liking. In practice,
Y-fhen, whoever is mayor of De-
troit can shut off our water (no
~pun here, folks).
-9 Leislators and others pooh-
“phohed the water aathority idea.
“That was before Cavanagh men-
“tioned open housing.
! In Cavanagh we trust, but
figurc o Huey Long or some-
iody in the mayor's office with
i real ave to grind, politicaily
‘e philosophically—or just vine
"“Hictive through sheer cussed-
eSS
Love my water, love me. That
“Rind of thing,

JDetroit now provides water to

s

{more than one-third of Michi-
pan's population, And the num-
Jher of customers s prowing

very yoar, It now stands at 66

separate municipal jurisdictions.

e . . .

“ THE FIRST EFFORTS in Lan-

hy were to place all municipal

ater systems under the Michi-
van Pablic Service Commission,
conditior, now enjoyed by

fichizun B e Il Telephone Co..

s Gonsumers Power Co., Detroit
Edison Co., the buses and rail-

voads and trucks, among others.
% The comimission fixes rates,

lds hearings on increases and
5 forces  standards,

s contraband cigarets (for

exarnple) at the state borders

and pertorms other functions.
For reasons tou tiring to bore

you with, it would be a trifle

nuch to tuss municipal water

Jsystems into this maclstrom of

bureaucracy.

1, . So the proposal still stunds—
a southenstern Michigan water
authority to handle n commod-

ity we can't live without to
:pstablish and review rates and

' dards of service, exercise

a veto over bond

.. construction and, in

issues for
al
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Random Reactions

On Rouge

Random reactions to our
stories of last Wednesday and
Sunday about pollution in the
Middle Rouge River:

O e

BURROUGHS CORP. in Plym-
outh Township was reportedly
miffed because no mention was
made of the expense and efforts
it's engaged in to combat its
situation.

Burroughs was one of four
companices intensively studied by
the state Water Resources Com-
mission. Our articles were 4
almost entirely on the WRC's 59-
page report.

No mention was made in the
WRC report of Burroughs' cor-
rective action, although the WRC
did mention other firms’ correc-
tive actions.

Both the company and the state
agency have been invited to re-
spond.

. s . .

A LADY IN Livonia called to
tell us about the mess along Bell
Creek between Hubbard anll
Farmington roads. Her observa-
tions were sharp: i

We have a society which
stresses personal neatness and
hygiene — deodorants, mouth
washes, unwanted hair, eye
makeup, men's and wumen's
colognes . . .

And yet we throw trash
around as if the world were
coming to'an end. We keep our
bodies neat, and desecrate our
environment.

What can we do about it? she
wanted to know. More ordin-
ances? More enforcement? Stiff-
er penalties? Make those who are
caught dumping trash in Bell
Creek orithe Rouge River clean
it up—if you can catch them?

She was at a loss.

Bell Creek, at the Farmington
Rd. bridge between Five and Six
Mile, incidentally, was one of the
horrible examples the Obscrver
N

Report

get together with some Boy
Scouts once a year or so and
make a trip up the river to clean
out junk.

I forget how many truckloads
of cans, bed springs, tires, toys
and miscellaneous litter they get

The

Black Eve For
Black Power

{irst major-city mayors in Cle:
land and Gary are not Negro

tories. They were victories F
the Negro, and because of thi
are victories for the entire com-
munity.

elections of the Natio

out, but it's a staggering figure. | It took white votes —a great
Possibly, Bell Creek in Livonia | many white votes — in addition
could be improved by the same | to Negro votes to make Carl [B.
kind of project. Stokes and Richard G. Hatcher
. e . the first of their race to win the
. top elective job in their resppc-

MPING f -] 45 .
It's an American habit . In Boston, where Negroesarg a
In the dinavian coun- much sn}a]ler minority than|in
tries, according to their apolo-| o iciior or'G;;rg, wh;:% volgrs
gists, a person sticks a gum| CeCSIVE Telectet a white may-
oral candidate who pitched Ber

wrapper in his pocket until he
finds a baskeét. In America he
throws it on the street.

Attitudes toward the cleanli-
ness of one’s environment can be
changed. The Chinese have
proved this Wwith their wars on
sparrows, insects and other
pests. The Chinese may not be
able to feed all their people, but
you have to give them credit for
that kind of environmental im-
provement.

R
_WE HAD A '50-mile hike fad
during the Kenhedy Administra-
tion, but that lasted a few months
and died wheh John F. Kennedy
died. |

We had a highway beautifica-
tion fad in the early part of the
Johnson Administration, but that
died with LBJ's plummeting pop-
ularity. (In Greenwich Village,
though, you can get buttons that
say: “Beautify America—Steril-
ize the Johnsons.” But that's
probably politically motivated.)

The Rouge problem involves
more than just pollution, which is
currently getting national atten-
tion. The Rouge problem in-
volves silt, chemicals, weeds and
trash, too. .

Let's hopei that the river-

-pcpresent the consumer,

There should be experts and

.cjtizens on this panel, organized
«anly to represent the people who
‘pay the bll. Detroit wouldn't
lose. The only gain is that a
broader-based authority would
e in charge of the water.
.. The suburbs are now fighting
Ale recent increase in rates im-
‘posed by Detroit.  An authority
might tind the increases to be
entirely justified. Probably
would.

But whether or not, the fellow
Ifving with his water bill in Liv-

P s used last in
a Sunday picture story about the
“Water Un-Wonderland."”

. s e

IN PLYMOUTH,

the Jaycees

movement isn't tied to
Chinese-style government or a
politician’s temporary popular-
ity. Let's hope it goes deeper.

~—Tim Richard

racial

and T

bid for office on a reactiongry

This is the answer to ‘Bl3
Power,” with its cry of separa-
tion from, if not outright W

November 7, 1967, should m
it clear to all which route—riots

tics and cooperation—will ev|
tually lead to equal citi
and “equal opportunity for
Americans.

. —Reprint {rom Pontiac Press
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against the “white establish-
ment.” This is democracy's
answer.
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Observation Point

Bv Philip H. Power, Publisher

On the Public Affairs page of
this edition, you will find a story
out of Lansing that Michigan
Democrats have elected Sander
Levin their new state chairman.

Levin.is a state senator. He's
from Berkeley, which is in sub-
urban Oakland County. Hc is a
labor lawyer who was educated
at Harvard and at the University
of Chicago. He has a reputation
as one of the most thoughtful and
able men in the purty, and he has
gained the respect of almost
everyone who has worked with
(and against) him in the state
legislature.

e’s gol a lot going for him.
And he'll need it. soink o
D)

IT'S NO SECRET that the

Michigan Democratic Partly has
come upon evil daysin recent
times.

Some people claim that the rot
set in way back in the late 1950's
even during the hey-day of for-
mer Gov. G. Mennen Williams,
and that the big victory in the
1964 election merely covered it

up.

Others say that the 1966 deba-
cle, which saw the party lose five
freshmen Congressmen and drop
control of both houses of the state
legislature, was the real tip-off.

Regardless of how you slice it
though, the party that was once
looked on as the best organized,
most effectively led in the nation
has lost a lot of pround. The cur-
rent rumor in Washington is that
the Michigan party is even in
worse shape than California’s.
That's going a long way.

v s s

OF COURSE, everyone knows
the party has been squabbling
over Viet Nam. Zolton Ferency,
the now resigned state chairman,
has been sore at President John-
son for some time, and he has

made no bones about it. A group '

called the Concerned Democrats
has split off from the regular
party, and is.-now exploring
whether or not to run peace can-
didates next fall in addition to
supporting the bid of Sen, Eugene
McCarthy to deny the President
the democratic nomination.
Published figures indicate that
the party’'s debt is presently
$110,878. The propused 1968 bud-
get is only a little more than

twice this, $289,112 in all. and
this in turn is some $40,112 out of
balance.

Family fiphts are troublesome
enough, but when the family is
badly in the red they can be
devustating.

. .

BUT THE FIGHTS aren't
over Viet Nam.

The once coherent leadership
structure of the party has beén
badly fractured since the depar-
ture of Williamns and his old state
chairman, Neil Stacbler

In place of a party leadership
unified by commitment to & cen-
tral program, what developed
was all too close to a series ol
feudal princes, each jealously
preserving his own domain, re-
sentful of any intrusion and sus-
picious of x:ll u\:iside‘rs.

WHILE ALL THIS was going
on, Michigan Republicans con-
tinued to surge behind George
Romney. Money poured in, (al-
though it's now pouring out to
finance Romney's big for the
presidential nominatidn.)

Republican organizers started
work in the previously all-Demo-
cratic areas of Wayne " Coufily:
The first groups to offer help to
those displaced by the Detroit
riots were Republican clubs here
in_Observerland.

Republicans also managed to
tone down some of the more
notable stone-age members of
their party, and they adopted
reasonable party platforms,

P S

SO LEVIN HAS a lot to do.

As he put it, “Are we going to
solve our problems by debale,
discussion, dissent and then deci-
sion? Or are we going to solve
them by violent words and vio-
lent actions?”

He is a reasonable person, and °
he isn't expected to blow the
party's credibility by making
over-partisan statements in pub-

.
only

C.

Levin is talking about holding
a series of state-wide issue con-
ferences. About hiring a full-time
public relations puy. About ge
ting some field staff. About rai
ing some money.

About pulling the party bick
together. .

He might just do it,

9
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Insurance
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