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(EDITOR'S NOTE: Comment
on the American political acene
wpearing In English paws-
papers is often more objective
and analytic than much writing
in our own country. This article,
written by the London Obser-
ver's Washinglon correspon.
dent, Antony Howard, explores
the inner workings of Sen, Eu-
‘gene McCarthy, who has now
emerged as a Democratic chal-
lenger to Presidant Johnson for
the It

wide office in predominantly
Protostant Minnesota In over
one hundred years,

« e s

ALL THIS, NO doubt, has
something to do with his (to
many prople) reckless aod (to
others) romantic decision to
challenge President Johnsond!-
rectly on the Vlatnam 1ssue In
at least four of pext year's pri-
marles,

Inttially, If only because of

for

now.*
DR

IN FACT, THE challenge that
McCarthy presonts to Johnson
1s not just one of policies; at
least equally it is one of per
sonality, Both his enemies and
his triends agree that «Cene
st doesn't glve a damn*—
and it Is precisely this care-
free quality that makes him a
much more serious personal
threat to LBJ than a routine

should be noted that the London
Observer, although similar In
_pame to this nawspaper, Is not
affiliated with it,)

WASHINGTON—Last Thurs-
day morning, wearing a loose-
Itting grey suft and aqulet ma-
roon tle, the currently most
friendless figure in the U, 5,
Congress appeared by appolnt-
ment with the press in the old
caucus room of the Senate.

1t would be wrong todescribe
him as striding in purposetully
--1f anything, indeed, his whole
galt suggestad that he had sim-
ply dropped by, It was, lo say
the least, an lmprobably en-
trance for a man about to an-
nounce that he was proposing to

) Tun for president agalnst the
leader of his own party.

But then Senator Eugens Mc-
Carthy--even after 20 years on
Capltol Hill--1s still an impro-
bable politiclan, The profes-
sionals have never known quite
what to make of him, More than
any other member of the House
or the Senate he has always
been his own man,

That 13 a8 obvious In hispri-

vata life as inhispublic career,

There are probably not many
Senators’ homes {n Washington
‘whars you find on your way up-
stairs two chairs with a guitar
. strung across them blocking our
" way (7t's all right, * you're
told cheerfully afterwards, «it's
only tokeep the dog from coming
down®).
.«
NOR, FOR THAT matter, can
* thers be many leading political
. Ngures In America who--re-
+ gardless of the threat to thelr
. OWN careers--Insist on going to
stand on the sidelines of mass
peace demonstrations it only
to make sure that an 18-year-
old daughter comes to noharm,
Gene McCarthy, of course,
comes from Minnesota--and
that 1a probably half tha secret,
He belongs to what America’s
Dbest television commentator,
Eric Severeid, has called #that
} cold weather stratch of politl-
cal contrariness reaching from
Wisconsin to Montana where
somaething in the soil or baro-
metric pressure has always
produced rebels,”
McCarthy's own claim to be-
Ing a maverick is, if anything,
re-nforced by the fact that
" he is the first Catholic—though
a very different one from the
East Coast Irish or Itallanvar-
lety—to be elected to state-

hs

and diffiderce, he was about the
last person whom ‘the dump
Johnson Democrats expected to
emerge as thalr champlon; tn
fact when a group of profes-
slonal liberals were shopping
tround for a candidate lastSep-
tember they did not avenbother
to go and see the senior Sena-
tor from Minnesota,

But, quietly and unostenta-
tiously, McCarthy had nonethe-
less been making up his mind,
He says today that tha decislon
to run was really made for him
by Dean Rusk’s performance at
a press conference on October
12—when the Secretary ofState
suddenly presented a pew justi-
fication for the Vietnam War in
terms of the periol of there
balng within a decade «a billion
Chinese armed with nuclear
wespons on the malnland
of Asia.*

“There comes a moment® Mc-
Carthy explained over a funch-
table a week or two later *when
you fust can't let people be

denled avolce ln Democracy any .
longer. Some had o say you've

gone to far. Some had to stand
up agalnst them.*
PR

IT IS VERY much In the
pattern of McCarthy's political
history—and  indeed in his
youthful background as apostu-
1ant (n a Benedictine seminary
—that he should eventually have
decided that he had no alterna-
tive but to be that «someone®
himself.

©Ona of the least noticed as-
pacts of his 20-year career in
American politics is his readi-~
ness to take risks that would
make most conventlonal poli-
ticlans shudder.

He did exactly that when, as
a House member with 10 years’
senlority, he gambled hiswhole
political future by successfully
taking on an establishment.
backed rival Senate nominee in
 Democratic primary and then
golng on to dislodge an en-
trenched and popular incumbent
Republican,

The odds thistime admittedly
are a great deal heavier—a
fact that McCarthy publicly re-
cognizes in a way that journa~
1ists find irresistible and poll-
ticians Infuriating.

*1 think,* he will say with a
mocking half-smile sthat I
should acknowledge that the
President probably Is the lead-
Ing candidate for the Demo-
cratie nomination In 1968 right
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cautious, politician
could ever be,

«You know,* a Senate col-
league sald to him the other
day, *What I can't forgive you
forGene? it's when youdiscuss
these sarious matters—and
then give that twinkle in your
eye as If to suggest that we'll
all have a good laugh gbout it
afterwards,®

e

THE SENATE colleague, it's

falr to say, was every inch a

L
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politician; but MeCarthy is as
much aware as anyone that ona
of the things he will have to
live down is his reputation for
irresponsibility snd flippancy
—for belng the type of politi-
cian who prefers to stand al the
back of the Senate chambers
whispering bonmots and sphor-
isms rather than taking part
in the real batile going on on
the Noor,

But what can be a labllity
in alegislator can easily be an
attraction in a candidate, Cer-
tainly, all those whoheard Gene
McCarthy announce his candi-
dature and deal with superbgp-
lomb with the questions after-
wards were In no doubt that
there had suddenly emerged on
the Americanpolitical scene tha
wittlest and most literate po-
INtical figure since the early
days of Adlai Stevenson,

Stevenson, though, eventually
became no more than a martyr
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for another man's triumph—
and the most informed estimate
remains that that s the best
McCarthy can hope for, But,
2gain, what totally defeats other
politicians 1s that be sppears
genuinely not to mind,

Would he, be was asked the
other day, If the cards fell out
that way, stand aside and make
‘way for Bobby Kennedy as John-
son's challenger in 1968,

e

«WELL,” HE SAID, this time
grinning broadly, «1 don't know .
about stepping aside—it might
not be quite as veluntary asthat
—though T want 1o make It clear
that T don't necessarily see that
as agreatdisaster.” (Inprivate,
he had already told Kennedy
that 1f be should feel

| Hoo that Gireatens fo make the

McCarthy Still Perplexes Pros

throaghout balanced by realism
—a Pealism that can show itself
in swprising, and, to some of
his dew farout admirers, pro-
bably disconcerting ways, Mc-
Carthy, for example, hys no
besitation In branding the Viet-
nam|{ war epolitically indefen-
sible and morally unaccep.
table.” But that does not mean
that |he 15 prepared to argue
for {a unilateral withdrawal
forthwith or even an immediate
stopping of all the bombing
especlally on supply routes,
He was strongly in favor of
ot resuming the bomblng after
the B7-day psuse in January,
1966.—a5 he thought then there
Was 2 gemulne chance for nego-
Hations; he was nothing like 5o
about the

eventually to make a move and
take the whole thing over #then
that's perfectly alright with
me,*)

‘The romanticism 18 indeed
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brief Christmas bombing pause
& yesr later- as he was cortain
at that time that there was no
hope of getting peace.

Itits this type of sophistica-
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administration's only-too-
apparent effort to pin upon him
the label of belng *a peace at
any price‘ candidate s difficult
fest to bringoff—the more soas
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“precipitate” in giving his

Manlla promise to pull ml
American troops outof Vietnam
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