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‘Urbanization
Moves A)whead
In Township

By CURTIS H. HALL
Supervisor
Farmington Township

The increasing urbanization
of Farmington Township, along
with the steps taken to keep
pace with this growth, is pro-
bably the most slgnificant trend
of 1967,

During the Nrst 1l months of

'

CURTIS H. HALL

1967, a total of 445 bullding per -
mits for privaté homes hasbeen
issued. In addition to private
home construction, the bullding
department has issued permits
for 21 commercial and in-
dustrial bulldings.

Total estimated value of the
new home construction is
$11,376,525, while the business
and  Industrlal construction
figure 1s placed at $1,863,184.

An

figures shows the tremendous
growth the township Is ex-
perienctng.

LRI

BY FAR the most Important
development In keeplng pace
with this growth (s the Imple-
mentation of the northeast water
pressure district,

‘This project, whencompleted
In the third quarter of 1968,
will provide Detroit water fac-
flitles for a projected total of
11,068 homes or 38,038 peaple,

‘The $2.5 million project;will
service the area bounded by
Inkster, 14 Mile Rd., a golat
halfway between Farmington
Rd. and Drake Rd., and 10 Mile
Ra. .
In addition to the trans-
missfon  system, the project
also Includes the construction
of $600,000 of distribution lines.
In  keeplng with the lownship
pollcy, these distridution lnes
will be financed by special as-
sessment districts. .

Sanltary sewer profects are
underway in five of the town-
ship subdivisions under the
spectal  assessment district
provision.

Provision of these basic fac-
ilitles is essential to the or-
derly growth and development
of the township and these pro-
jects are Nurther steps toward
completion of our master plan.

. s

ANOTHER STEP In township

Sewer
Project
Gets OK

Authorization for 2 $914,413
extension of the sewage dis-
posal system within Farming-
ton Township was voted this
week by the Oakland Cownty
Board of Supervisors,

Bonds to finance this and a
,companiot West Bloomfield

“project which will lnk with the

Farmington lines will be sold
by the cownty, if approval Is
obtalned from the Michigan Mu-
nicipal Finance Commission as
anticipated,

The township will repay the
cownty, with lnterest, and in
turn recover the funds through
connection charges In the af-
fected area,

Specifically the project will
extend the 13 Mile Rd, arm of
the sower system northwest
through Sectfons 3, 4 and §
at the northern limits of the
township,

The three '‘fingers* of the
arm will terminate, for Farm-
\dngton Township users, at 14
Mile and Halstead Rd,, 14 Mile
and Drake Rd, and at a point
on 14 Mile about midway be-
tween Farmington and Orchard
Lake Rds,

However, In the companlon
project all three lines will be
extended northward as far as
Maple Rd, in West Bloom-
field Township at & cost of
$895,586,

Is the paving ofall
of the local feeder roads, The
paving projects on Drake Rd.
north of Grand River, Powers
Rd. north of 10 Mile, and 1
Mite Rd. east of Orchard Lake
have begun during the year,

1t won’t be many yearsbetore
the paving of all these roads
will be completed.

Traific lights have been ap-
proved for the corners of 1l
Mite and Orchard Lake and 11
Mlle and Middle Belt. Addition
of these signals will Increase
the safety of the township roads
and help to control the flow
of traffic,

The township’s volunteer fire
department is proudofits newly
purchased $30,000 éngine oper-
ating out of Statfon 3. Anemer-
gency vehicle hasbeen proyided
at Station 4 and N3 new van,
plus the van at Station 3, will
provide fast emergency service
to all sections of the township.

Our police force nowtotals 23
officers which maintains the
ratlo of one officer for each
1,500 population. |

.« .

AN IMPROVED zoning or-
dinance has been developed by
the planning commission and the
third phase of the land use study
is tentatively scheduled for
completion by the fqurth quarter
0?1968,

On Dec. 20bids were received
for the addition to the township
hall, Coastruction of this fac-
Iity 1s expected to begin during
January.

This additional space will
help us o provide more
efficlent service to meet the
increasing demands of a
growing township, |

and around the world.
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For the benefit of those who wan!
what's doing on telévision, we have a comiplete.log
for a full week on Page 7C. |

A new feature—a crossword p

Expanded Coverage
|Has Many Features

Continuing the expansion of its news cover-
age during the strike of metropolitan Detroit,
newspapers, the Observer Newspapers offer many
choice tidbits this week—just to keep you up with
the events locally, at the state level and riationally

to know

Eisenhower expresses a belief that! Romney
is fading out of the picture as a presidential
i

1ot

A CHANGE IN SEASONS -- Last week marked

fficials Assess

the change from autumn to winter and these two

scenes at the corner of
o

Arnold and Colfax tell

the story. In the top, last w
have flooded the street, bu
banished any thoughts of the mud and rain.

ek’'s heavy rains
Christmas snow

‘Schools Fa.c:e‘ A Skafp

Curve Ahead’ - Smith

By RODERICK J. SMITH
Superintendent
Farmington Schools

‘This warning at the roadside
requires cawtion even for an
experienced driver, but as that
dangerous curve Is executed
very often a thrilling and

RODERICK J. SMITH

breath-taking vista is inveiled,

Quite likely Farmington Pub-
lic School District is at & point
which might be relatedto*'Dan-
gerous Curve Ahead”’, The road
13 not entirely wnfamillar, It
1s cne that has been traveled
before, Nevertheless, new ex-
periences and problems are
certatn to be just ahead,

1968 will present continued
prodlems of providing class-
rooms for a rapidy growing
community as well as the task
of controlling gmndnunl n

On the
[nside

—may be-
|

Don't miss the public affairs page. There are
items there of interest to all on
A cabiget member says LBJ's proposed 10
per cent surtax isn’t enough. Page 2A.
. What's doing in sports, locally and ngtlonally.

'age 11B.

5B, B
Did Red China muff its latest nuclear test?

R N
Church Dirsctory + .
Editorlal Pege .
Public Attairs

N

an economic market of infla-
tien,
..o

THE QUESTION 18 often ask-
ed, *What makes a good school
syster?” Or, “How do you
evaluate or identlfy an above
average school?’’ The answer
is particularly difficult because
the product, the student, lsn’t
like an avtomoblle which can
be run through a serles of en~
durance and punishment tests.
Education 1s not an end in R-

- self, but 1s the development of

capabilities as well a5 an ac-
cumulation of knowledge,

Farmington Public Schools
is dedicated to the task of can-
tinually evaluating its program.
with the goal for improvement,
The curriculum is constantly
undergoing changes and revis-
ims, There are many things
yet to be done,

Here are afew ltems current-
ly being studied by the staff:
the potenttal of a twelve month
school program; evaluation of
the forelgn language iastruc-
tional program with the pos-
sibilities of expansion; coor-
dination of vocational tratning
with Oskland County program
and the Community College po-

tential; and more efficient oper-
ation and services through data
processing implementation,

Since the operation of a schoal
system 1s basically one of ser-
vices, the availabllity of com-
petent and qualified persconel
18 of wmost importance, There
18 a critical shortage of teach-
ers in several instructiooal
areas, The ability to attract
from the limited source isareal
prodlem,

o

OBVIOUSLY, many of the
problems are relatedtofinance,
There isnt much question but
that & will cost more money
to offer even the same pro-
grams In the year just ahead,
Some very desirable programs
may be even more costly,

In the present arena of school
finance the coastitvents of a
school district will ltkely have
the opportunity to volce their
opinions as to where values
are actmlly placed, Wil it be
yes to material things in fam-
{ly and persanal life and no to
the educational program of the
community, or should educa-
tional needs be at a relatively
high priority? .

Sex Ed.

Set For

Jan, 11, 18 and 25 have been
set as the dates for tha next
sex education series spoasored
by the Farmington area YMCA,

Sessions will be beld from

by Dr. Edwin Blumberg and the
Rev, Carl Kaltrelder, of An-
tioch Lutheran Church.

Both will be present at each
meeting, with Dr, Blumbergthe
leader of the first, Pastor Kalt-
reider the leader of the second.
The third session 1s lmited
to adults.

The first session willbecon.
cerned d &

Series
Dunckel

witl be maturing socislly and
spiritually -~ self-cootrol,
moods and gTOUp pressures;
bumsn  reproduction--ovula-
tion, concepticn, childbirth.

Although YMCA membership
1s not required, a $4 per amily
registration fee 15 necessary
to cover expenses.

Becsuse of the subject mat-
ter, it bas become necessary
o Limit the oumber of persors
who may attend the series.
At lsast one parent from each
family must accompany each

alop
meat--physical changs as per-
tatntng to glands and the etfects
of change; emotional changes,
feelings and values and popular

eptions, about these

things.
Coversd in the second sessicn

young persco.
Early registration is sug-
pestad, forms will

be distributed to Dunckal stu-
dents and may be cbtained from
the YMCA.

For maximum beneflt, atten«
dance at the first two sessicos
is sncoursged for parents and
youth,

rFa

Seek To Stop
DDT Use

Farmington 1s one of 56
Michigan citles against whom a
sult 'has been started in the
U.S. |District Court in Grand
Raplds seeking to forbid their
use of DDT as an insect spray.

Liyoniz, Plymouth, Garden
City,| Wayne and Northvillealso
are among the defendants,

The action has been started
by |Environmental Defense
Fund) Inc., of Brookhaven, N.Y,,
which claims DDT can cause
serigus damage to many kinds
of organisms, and that potential
damage can persist for years
after; spraying any given area.

Ted DeBaene, Farmington's
director of pwlic services, said
the dity's only use of DDT as
2 sphay is by an outside con-
tractor who is engaged each
spring to spray elm trees In
the community.

Environmental Defense Fund,
Inc,,/ 15 the same organization
which earller thls year falled
in an effort to obtaln 2 court
ban that would have prevented
the Michigan Agricultural De-

wood

Past Year

City Winds Up :

One Hundred
Year Celebration

By WILBUR V. BROTHERTON
. Ma

yor
City of Farmington

The year 1967 marked the
centennial of the founding of the
Village of Farmington which
ultimately incorporated into the
City of Farmington in 1925,
The City of Farmington 15 deep
in tradition and has a great
herltage developed from its
pioneer founder to today's
modern urbanization, It stands
today as a symbol of a com-
munity of great historical value
and one with a bright future
based upon 100 years of
progress.

Community pride and spirit
is at a high level which was
exemplified by the success of
the Founders' Day Festivalthis
year, Even with adverse con-
ditions of postponement because
of civil disturbances in Detroit
and Inclement weather, records
were still set with greatcitizen
interest and participation in all
the activities of the festival,

‘The redevelopmentofthe
downtown business section has
been given & tremendous boost
with the start of constructionof
70,000 square foot Federal De
partment Store, Thiswillhaves
stabilizing effect onour existing
commerclal enterprises and
will generate new businesses
in our central business section,
This million dotlar buslding will
make downtown Farmington a
major shopping facility, expand
our market and provide a major
draw that has been needed for
the past several years.

o e

GRAND RIVER Avenue has
received a new look during the
past year with the removal of
several substandard residential
houses to make room for new
commercial enterprises, A
typical example is the Lincoln
Mercury dealership to be
located at Sherwood and Grand
River which removed several
substandard buildings to make
way for this new commercial
enterprise, Grand River Ave,
certainly denotes the tempa of
economic growth that has taken
place within the community and
forecasts continued progressin
the future,

Needed improvements to our
parks and recreation facilitles
were given high priority during
the past year, The City has
allocated funds for the purchase
of 10 acre neighborhood park
adjacent to the Longacre School
and 15 recelving Federal as-
sistance for one half of the
cost,

Construction of a Magic
Square at Ten Mile Elementary
School and park improvements
made to the City Park provides
added facllities, Refinements
were made to the downtown
park areas with the addition of
ornamental lighting at the Oak-
1and-Grand River Park and the

relocation and reconstruction:
Veterans' Memorlal in the VilZ'
lage Green Park which was co-
sponsored with the Veterans’
groups. o

The Public Works Departs
ment has recelved additional

WILSUR V. BROTHERTON

tools to perform their services
more efficlently, The depart-
ment also acquired a 2§ yard
1oad packer to be used In their
spectal plckup to fmprove their
efficlency and can be used as
a first run plece of snow re-
moval equipment.

The administration suc-
cessfully negolfated its first
Unlon Labor Contract for the
D,P.W, and Water Department
employees without any major
ditficulties during the year,

PR

THE PLAN) “ommisslon
had a very surcessful year {n
the developmers ot SIx Year
Capital Improvement Program,
Initiation of a nature trail de-
velopment traversing through
the park areas ndjacent to the
Rouge River stream, and cume
prehensive study of park needs,
The master planning of the
newly annexed area was ace
complished to provide a
balanced 1and use tnsuring
sound economic growth in this
area yet retaning the com-
munity’'s resldential character-
Istics,

The City Council established
a poliey for a moratorlum on
annexation sctivities so that
Michigan State University could
complete thelr proposed sty
on the alternatives tor the future
development of the Farmington
area without any outside inters
ference, N

The City Counril endorsed
this study and stlocated thelr
proportionate share of fundg
50 that it can be used as 2
guide and tool for the future
courses of action to be taken
towards the future development
of the Farmington area, -

The Yuletide Season 18 a good
time to reflect on our past
accomplishments but it 15 also
a {ood time to make resolute
purpose for the forthcoming
year, '

OPTICAL ILLUSION -- The Chester Snyder home at 32133 Bonnet Hill in Kendall-
x Subdivision puts a touch of whimsy in the Christmas scene with its indoor

treg@ looking as if it's growing out through the roof. Mrs. Snyder says lh‘e fsrpilv
has}(rouble finding a tree for the inside that is large enough to create the illusion

and;that they always go tree-shopping with a

X

tape measure.
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