Best Wishes For A Very Happy And Prosperous New. Year
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KING SIZE~This statue of Jolly OId St. Nick
stands 21 feet high in front of the Bert Amo resi-

dence at 29905 13 Mile Rd. ' The decoration was
. built this year by 24-year-old John Amo “‘with an
assist from his brothers and dad.”*
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1967

Was Year Of ‘Waylaid’

Plans As Voters Said No

(EDITOR’'S NOTE: This.is the first of a two part series.
In this article the top news stories and events of 1967 are
recalled. On Wednesday the stories that will continue
into 1968 will be examined.)

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY

The year 1967 might be called the year of way-
laid plans in Farmmg!cn.

For the Chinese it is the year of 4665, other-
wise called the Year of the Ram. Farmmgton
during 1967 had many of the characteristics of a
ram. Sometimes events ran their predictable
course and -at other times actions Were unpre-
dictable and stubborn.

. .

THE YEAR MIGHT BE called the year of

frustrations!

® For the first fime in the history of the Farm-
ington School District a millage request was de-
feated. The current school budget is slightly
more than $1 million in the red.

®A second try at incorporation 'in the town-
ship was d d by the slim margin of 200 votes.

Ownership Of
Clinic Unveiled

® The Detroit rlots forced the postponement of
the Founders Festival. When rescheduled, the
event ran into rain and bad weather conditions:

. Farmmglon s teachers exhibited a new
militancy in the contract negotiations and a pro-
posal was not voted upon until the first day of the
school year.

By FRED DELANO

A medical assistant, whose
sudden death last March while
employed by  Dr. Ronald E,
Clark fs under officlal inves-
tgation, stil la listed on thé
tax rolls as owner of the Farm-
ington Township clinlc where
the physician practiced med-

+icine until his arrest Nov, 18
on a mansiaughter. charge,

The dead woman, Hannah
Bowerbank, 53, who had lived
at 14843 Hubbell, Detrott, until
her /death March 30, had been
sole owner of the property since
buying Dr, Clark’s Interest for
31 1n April 1962,

Proviously they were listed
as joint owners, having pur-
chased the site at 30738 Grand
River together for approxi-
mately $8,400 in 1957,
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THESE ARE a faw. of the
. facts gleaned from a perusal
‘ of ‘dakland County and Farm-
ington Township records this
week following Dr, Clark’s re-
lease from jail upon meeting
bond through his wife’s deposit
of $15,000 tn cash in the form
of a certified check,

1t was the Nov, J death of
a second part-time medical
alde, Grace Neil, 43, of Li-
vonls, which triggered the
Investigation of the medic's op-
erations and led to his arrest,
It is charged that Dr, Clark
caused Mrs, Nell's death
through wn overdose of sodium
pentothal, .

According to information
provided earlier by anassistant
,Oaxland County medical exam-
tner, Hannah Bowerbank had
worked for Dr, Clark for at
least 12 years,

The same informant says Or,
Clark put his name on the

address on Grand River as
Dr, Clark’s clinlc, based on
an assessment of the property
amounting to $7,638.

Althdugh the treasurer has
yet to be notifled of Miss Bow-
arbank’s death, the estate cur-
rently is going through probate
in Wayne County,

PO

ALTHOUGH ASSETS of more
than $30,000 In stocks, plus
property, are listed, Miss
Bowerbank left no will, Her
brother, Willlam H, Winsper,

‘WHAR’ Protest
Group Organizes

Quick growth to county-wide
status is forseen for a pres-
sure group formed this week In
the northwestern sector of Oak-
land County in an effort to
bring about better rural road

meeting for sometime In fnid-
January andwill invite interest-
ed citizens from throughout the
county to attend, We know
you have similar problems in
the Farmington area, and hope
that community will be re-
st our meeting,

has been appolnted
tor,

Her death Is one of several
being probed by Bronson's staff
and pollce who claim that at
least three of Dr. Clark’s
patlents have dled in his office,
in addition to Mrs, Nell, while
undergolng treatment,

In one, that of Della Selgler,
68, of Livonia, the autopsy
showed the victim dled from
‘'sodlum pentothal Intoxica-
tion,” In another, Dr, Clark
1isted himself as attending phy-
slcian and attributed the dellh
to (B

canditions.
The or 13 called
WHAR-.-standing for *“Why

Have Awful Roads?"--and, ac-
cording to its chairman, there
has been a spontanecus band-
wagon response throughout the
county since public disclosure
of the group was made Tues-
day,

Impetus for the organization
was provided in Holly Town-
ship “where nationally known
outdoor writer Ben East called
2 meetlng of residents who are
disgruntied with the Oakland
County Road Commission’s
of . its road

Although Prosecutor Bronson
hopes to have the manslaughter
trial scheduled for the January
term of Circult Court, he has
stated he will not be surprised
if there are delays prompted
by legal debate,

Meanwhile, *Dr, Clark’s
court-appointed sttorney, Phil-
ip Rowlston, of Pentlac, has
s3ld he is weighing whether
to request a change of venve,
but has snnounced no
decision.

network. He was subsequently
elected chairman,’
« v

'‘WE DIDN‘T expact the re--

spnse to be so bigor so
prompt,” sald East following
the Initial publicity accorded
WHAR,

‘It appears there are many
residents in other townships
who have just been walting for
somecne to carry the ball in
this matter,

*We are planning our next

Around Farmington

The weekly rubbish and garbage collection in

‘“The deterioratin of the
rural road system is a para-
mount problem, and formaticn
of a county-wide assoclation
is planned.”
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WHAR CITES these main
booes of contention with the
county:

*Alleged Incompetent main-
tenance work.

Lack of proper supervision,

eLack of a feasible schedule
for malntenance,

*Reported lack of funds for
road maintenance despite In-
creased tax bills for residents,

“Not enough money 1s belng
spent to repalr the rough,
broken conditlons of unpaved
roads,” sald East as he polat-
ed out that in tbe Holly area
school buses were wnabia to
make normal runs recently be-
cause of flooded and pitted

- roads,

The Enterprise & Observer
has carried pictures of similar
pitted conditions of Farmington
township roads several times
in the last year,

Many secondary roads still
rematn badly rutted, although
the county’s financial program
of maintensncs was supple-

® The proposed area study of governmental
alternatives has come close to being started, but
hasn't gotten undcrway to dale.

ON THE MORE POSITIVE side, voters ap-
proved an increase in millage for the District
Library. With these funds a new library will be
built at 12 Mile and Farmington Rds.

A county-wide vocational education program
also received voter approval.

The Orchard Ridge campus of - Oakland
Community College opened lls doors in Sep-
tember..

Federal Department Stores announced that jt
would construct a store in downtown Farmington.

New industries—Teletrans and Omni Spectra,
to name a couple—have opened their doors for
business in the township. .

New faces are seen on the governmental
boards. Peter Klopp was named to fill Arthur
Bassette's seat on the township board.

Dr. Sanford Bloomberg was elected to the
vacant seat on the Board of Education when Bar-
bara Brown retired.

Gerald V. Harrison, Farmington's Superin.
tendent of Schools for the past 10 years, relired,
and Dr. Rodenck J Smuh was named to the post.

ON THE GENEER;\L news front, the first big
story of 1967 occurred in January when 312 inches
of snow were dumped on Farmington.

The small veterans monument at the corner

PP
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NEW CAMPUS~The Orchard Ridge Campus of
Oakiand Community College opened its doors to
students last September. The campus, located
between Orchard Lake and Farmington Rd. just

. of Grand River and Farmington Rds, was refur-
bished by the veterans groups and moved to a
new site in the city park just west of the Masonic
Temple.
On the township police hcn( the scene has
been bloody.

A Livonia couple, John and Franccs Sorna and
their son, Jules, were arrested on a charge of at-
tempting conspiracy to murder the prosecution
witness in a burglary case pending in the town-
ship. The elder Sornas were placed on probation
for two years, while Jules was sentenced to two
years in state prison.

John Merlo, 25, was found guilty of a first
degree murder charge in the fatal shooting of his
ﬁtlranged wife, Sharon, in a beauty shop on Eight

ile R
Dr. Ronald Clark has been bound over on a
. charge of manslaughter involving'the death of a
patient in his Grand River office. This case is cur-
rently awaiting trial in circuit court.

An ex-township policeman, Steven Dale Poyn-
ter, 24, is awaiting murder trial on the charge of
shooting his wife, Mary Ann, 23, in their home on
Rhonswood Nov. 10.

Thus, 1967 has been a mixed year in Farming-
ton. Elections won, elections lost, new faces, fa-
miliar faces, sordid police cases and actual pro-
gress are all in the record.

Sometimes docile and predictable, and other
times stubborn and unpredictable, 1967 was truly
the Year of the Ram.

scuth of the I- 696 expressway, features the tu-
torial approach to learning with small study car-
rels rather than large classrooms,

Vocational Education Conference

Offers Placement

Program Ideas

Bowerbank death cartlficate as  the City of
betng the attending physiclan,
that Mrs, Nell also was at the
Bowerbank home at the time

Farmington will be held Saturday,
Dec. 30, instead of the regular Monday collection.
Trucks will begin to collect at 6 a.m. on-Saturday.

mented by a township grant
of $40,000 for local care this
year,

of the death, and that Dr, Clark
did not report the death for
three months,

Althoughrno autopsy ever was
pertarmed, Detralt police have
stated they will have the body
exbumed and an autopsy per-
formed If this Is ordered by
Oakland Prosecutor S, Jerome

ronscn,

Early this month, Farming-
ton Township Treasurer Ellse
P, Avery malled a 1967 tax
statement for $356.23 to Han-
nah Bowerbank st the same

EXPRESSWAY FLIP-FLOP — A defective rear wheel was blamed for this auto-
mobile flipping over on 1-696 near Orchard Lake Rd. last weekend. The driver,
Jean Smalley, 20, of New Boston, and her only passenger, Nancy Faessler, 20,
of ‘iouthhald escaped without serious injury. No other vehlcles were involved
in the

Earl Baummk, director of
vocational education for Farm-
ington Schools, returned from
the

better for the young student to
learn to make decistons even

education is not just for those
gotn; directly to work,'

though he might
a number of

he mw,

Assgcistion onvention 1o
Cleveland on Dec, 4 to 8, with
renewed conviction to develop
2 placement program In the
Farmington systemas soonasit
can be dove.

Various experts who attended
the conference emphasized the

. heed for development of occu-
* pational training at the junior

high level,
concept,

= relatively new

cee .

A TELEGRAM from Vice
President Hubert Humphrey
challenged all schools to tnvolve

. themselves 1o summer pre-

vocational programs for funior

He 4120 arged schools (o be-
come more active in “work
experisnce’’ programs which
are particularly valuable during
the Summer moaths when youth
s woccupled,

Grast Venn, sssociste com-
missloner of the office of voca-
tional education snd authority
in the fleld, coocurred that
schools must organize occupa-
tional programs at the funlor
high level. |

Baumunk agrees that it 1sfar

a final determinatico.

He potes Venn's statement
that “Schools must assume full
respoasibility for helping a
youngster to find hisfirst job...
to see him to his next station
1o Ufe jut as they do the
college-bound, "

ese

CONGRESSMAN Roman C,
Puctnski (TIL), a member of the
general education sub-com-
flttee of the House of Repre-
sentatives, vigorously maln-
tained before the conference
audience that the U,S, 1s headed

toward a  “trillioe  dollar
ecoomy. If it is to remain
stable, {t must rely on

vocational preparstion,

*“What's more,’* he insisted,
‘20 per cent of the gross
national product must be used
to support such a program.

“Vocational education ia not
for the meek, sald the con-
gressman, ‘‘Learning toearnis
an inallenable right,”

“Every youngster  should
have a marketsble skill before
graduation even if it's just for
the purpose of earning his own
way through college. Vocational

N

..S“‘,e e
perative {or giving ﬂ.lgnlly to
work."

Mike Russo, director of the
facilities and planning division
of vocational and technical edu~
cation for the U,S, Office of
Education,
changes in
Ubraries, he feels, should
be readlly accessible at all
tmes to the geperal public,

TO RELATE this idea to
Farmington, Baumunk pointed
out that employees of the
industrial plants moving In
should have access to technical
books on the schools' book-
sbelves,

Russo recommends accous-
tical treatment of floors in
nolsy areas such as t)ping
rooms. This means carpeting
which has so far Jus been
Tesisted by achoo] boards,

He also insisted that teachers
must learn.to share facilitfes
without petty squabbling. The
rooms themselves should be
more flexible.

Martin W, Essex, chalrmanof
the president’s advisory council

“

on vocatiopal education, satd
that his committee, in evalua-
ting the Vocational Act of 1963,
found the co-op programs to be
an excellent training fleld.
Youngsters are empioyable
after they have participated,
The "‘work experience’’ pro-

“gram can be valusble, also, he

reported, It should offer some
credit and should be supervised
by the schools, he contended.
- He' revealed that his com-
mittee’s report to the president
will include a recommendation
for the formation of a federal
learning corps for ghetto young-
sters, academic credits for
*'work experience’’, residential
(or lving-in) vocational
schools, and occupational tratn-
ing for junior high school stu-
dents,

SINCE Isboraiory stores are
being added to the three area
high nchooll,Baummknnm.
Ucularly interested in the disy
play of laboratory store
equipment, He glso visited a
number of vocational education
programs in the Cleveland vic-
Inity and exchanged shop talk
with represeniatives from as
far away as PuertoRico, H.wm
and Algska,
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