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What’s A Better'™Name For
- ‘Exemplary Language Arts™?

By TIM RICHARD
Sunday Editor

It the kids had been asked,
the first thing they would have
done would have been to re-
titla the program.

‘The program is called “Ex-
emplary Language Arts,” and
one of lts purposes is to teach
them how to write more vigs

,-orous and creative terms than
the  bureaucratc-sounding
“Exemplary Language Arts.””

The kids, In this case, are
small groups of elementary,
junlor high and high school

. students In Clarenceville pub-
Ue schools. That's the district
that perches on the southeast
corner of Farmington Town-
ship, the northeast corner of

. mental approach.
.

NO ROWS OF DESKS but an informal circle
characterizes the third grade creative writing

Livonia and the northwest cor-
ner of Redford Township.
Clarenceville has carefully
but boldly leaped into @ fed-
erally-aided program operated
by the Oakland County Inter-
mediate School District. The
idea 15 to try new methods
in the teaching of reading and
writing using speclally tralned
teachers, smaller classes, ex-
tra equipment--and an experi

..

IT'S NOT LIKE they taught
school in the old days. The
kind of adequate but uninspire
ed prose that students have
traditionally produced in es-
says is out the window, What
these kids write shows sur-

class of Mrs. Martha Sage, whose pupils come
from all Clarenceville elementary schools to
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prisingly mature techniques and
a refreshing sensitivity to 2
reading avdience. -

The deal is typical of new
U.S. programs: Federal moaey
and local ideas. The federal
governmest pays the teachers’
salarles and flnances such
equipment as tape recorders,
projectors and books; the coun-
ty district provides the ideas
and trains the teachers; Clar-
enceville and other participat-
ing Oakland districts release
the teachers for training and
provide the classroom space,

1t’s a,two-year arrangement.
Last school year, three Clar-
enceville teachers took their
training. This year, they're
working with classes.

her headquarters at Edgewood School.

.creatlve writing program,

Next Year? Maybe there will
be more federal money; may-
be not. The federal government
wants to finance and start pro-
grams “that could not be done
locally. . .caly until the dis-
tricts are able to incorporate
them into thelr regular school
budgets.””

So much for the theory and
the economics. Let’s see what

_ they’re doing In the classroom.

DR

M IARTHA SAGE, 43,
Mas Fafsed five children and
in 1963 Pt her B.A. at Wayne

State University. She has been
teaching in Clarenceville since
then, and she Is the district
specialist In the elementary

The

pupils, from left: Karen Marie Dirette, Bart Van
Dike, Charles Rambow and Matt Puisk.

Ice Conditions
Bad Locally

rhe ice on southern Mich-
igan inland lakes is still rather
thin for fishermen, the’ state
Conservation Departmentoffice
at Pontlac warns, i

Some good perch catches bave
been reported further north on
Lake St, Clalr and on Saginaw
and Wildfow] bays, west of the
state’s  “Thumb,” Russlan
books are the recommended
lure,

e

THE UPPER Peninsula ice
fishing season for northernpike
and walleyes is just getting
under way, the Conservation
Department reports.

Department ofticers lold thy
Observer Newspapers they are
urging *“extreme caution’ and
not recommending going out
on any lakes south of Standish.

Higgins Lake, popular with
ice fishermen, still isn't frozen,
Houghton Lake is safe for walk~
ing, but there are no autos
on it yet.

..

ICE SPORTSMEN are being
given this advice: -

* The ice usually isn’t safe
unti] there have been several
days of zero or npear-zero
weather, .

* Lakes with currents or that
are spring-fed will be last to
freeze.

*The ice may vary In thick-
ness from place to place on
the same lake. Danger spots
are where weeds come to the
surface, .

R

*Snowmobile drivers aread-
vised touse ““extreme caution,”
especially because they den‘t
have time to check the ice
ahead.

*Check the thickness of the
Ice before venturing out.

.*If you do.go out on the
tce, mark your trall with ever=
greens  so that you can find
2 safe path back.

Drug Firm
Blasts Hart

PARKE, DAVIS & Co, has
strongly dented chargesby Sen-
ator Phillp Hart (D-Mich) that
the firm had failed to reduce
the price of quinidine tablets
following raw material price
decline, N

A company spokesman said
the price of a bottle of 1,000
quinidine tablets had been re-
duced more than 50 per cent
in the past year through a
series of catalog price reduc-
tions and subsequent speclal
affers,

“The net price was reduced
from $62.40 to $53,04 in De.
cember 1966; snother approxi-
mate 15 per cent drop to $45
in July 1967; and the product
has been an special otfer four
out of the last five months,
with the current offer equiv-
alent to $30 per bottle of 1,000,"
the spokesman added,

=

Plan to attend our new
Plymouth-Wayne Road Office

OPEN
HOUSE

January 4, 5, 6

There's fun, prizes, refreshments
and free gifts for all. Watch for
our announcement next week.

Livon1a NatioNaL BANK

Her classes are drawn from
all four of Clarenceville's ele-
mentary schools. They're third
to sixth graders, and eachclass
meets twice a week for two
hours.

o1t a piece of writing s
correct, but flat or stales”
Mrs. Sage recently said in a
report, *they'll not calybeable
to show you why but will offer
several alternatives . .. The
most beautiful handwriting in
Clarenceville cannot comperi-
sate for a foggy notfon."”

Mrs, Sage recalls one young-
‘ster: “Everything (In her writ~
ing) was ‘furry’ or ‘furzy’ or
spretty.’ TS Is the way she
was taught to ‘think. She was

_ gelting all A’s in school be-

cause she was checking the
right boxes." In time, theboxes
are splintered and discarded;
the young writer tries to fas-
clinate his audlence,

«“Audlence.'" Mrs, Sage uses
the word constantly. “Are you
sure your reader is going to
understand that?"" They start
with extremes--the effect of 2
breakfast food commercial on
adults, the effect of a New
York Times bank ad on child-
ren. Then they try to rewrite
a’story for an age group one
year younger. Is this matertal
right for the audlence? How
do you relate your subject to
your audience’s interests?

Across the district, only oae
to three childrenper classroom
are directly exposed to Mrs.
Sage. But part of the idea is
that she’ll be a consultant or
resource person for other
teachers. Teachers do get to-
gether a lot, after all,

.

THE JUNIOR high program
is 4n extension of the element-
ary program Both are called
‘*Creative Writing."

Dennis Ringle, 27, has atotal
load of 94 seventh and efghth
graders, - or aboul one-stxth of
all the students in those grades.
A University of Detroit grad-
uate, he has been teaching five
years, the last two o Clar-
enceville,

He uses no textbook. His raw
materials are what the students
read and what they write.

Like Mrs. Sage, he stresses
the principles of creative writ-
ting--invention, arrangement,
style.

Students, the teachers find,
will tend to write like ency-
clopedias when working on 2
report. Ringle pointed to the
first version of a student’s
explanation on blood: “...in the
fourth or (ifth month of foetal
1ute, The wording was ab-
stract: How many kids that
age know what “foetal"’ means?
How many will stay awake?

The student rewrote the
plece: *“When your mother was
in her fourth or fifth month of
pregnancy with you, your blood
formation took place within your
liver and spleen.’’ Now he was
writing for an audience.

The class lesson that day
was oo solid objects and the
emotions they can coavey. Rin-
gle's class numbered only a
dozen, There is easy give-and-
take of ideas--more Ukea com-
mittee meeting thananexercise
in academic discipline.

He deals with projected plc-
tures (see photo) of abstract
shapes, the objects they sug-
gest, and the human emotions
those objects conjure up. The
moral of the tale Is obvious:
When these youngsters write
a story, it won't just have
faceless people performing
surface acts; each scene 1s go-
ing to have .a mood, and the
mood will be conveyed by the
spiders or the waves or the
tall pines of the setting.
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THE ROOM In the high school
is attractive--carpeting, com=
fortable reading chairs, a soft-
er color scheme than the usual
institutional tones, paperback
books.

‘The teacher is attractive,
to0, although that 1sn’t why she
was picked for the job. Sheryl
Hosley, 23, bas & great empathy
with youngsters, an ability to
draw them out.

As she explalns ber work,
it seems that the elghth and
alnth grades are critical years
for a lot of stdents, becausa
reading development begins to
drop off. R

«But this age group will pick
up a paperback when they won't
touch a hardcover,” she says,
.and so there are 1,200 paper-
backs on the shelves,

Her program 1s called
#REAP"--sn acrostic from
w“Reading Extension And Prog-
Tess.”

Miss' Hosley has a pupil load
of 105, all ninth graders. They
come in two days a week in
small class sizes of 15. They
have a free choice of what
they read.

“At the beginning, some of
them came in and fust sat.
But they found that a bitboring,

JU,\I[QR HIGH creative writing teacher Dennis Ringle uses an over-
head projector, quickly accumulates a class-offered list of sparkling,

‘R.E.AP’ —~ which stands for "Rea‘ciiné Exle;nsion

active verbs to replace drab, inert ones.

SRR

and Progress’’ -- is

conducted with paperback books and an atmosphere more like a den at
home than a formal library, as the program is conducted in Clarenceville
High School. Teacher Sheryl Hosley (left) looks over the shoulder of
Steve Aguitar as Virginia Ballen and Elyce Lentovich pore over novels.
The informality of this photo is staged; but the students really could re-
pose this way if they felt more comfortable,

So they picked up books...”

The books cover a wide range
of subjects--teen stuff, blogra-
phy, major novels, sports. They
record their readings on a fan-
shaped chart that puts the books
into 13 categorles.

There’s a system of opinion
cards. If 2 student Is consider-
ing a certain book, he can logk
up the opinion cards under that
title and find out what the
other kids thought of it *

There are small-group book
discussions. ‘*Maybe four or
five have read the same book.
So rather than getting up for
an oral book report and say-
ing ‘the book I read was...'
and quoting the flyleaf,” there
1s a more thorough discussion,

And there is ‘creative write
ing. They may be given the
start of a story and told to
fintsh. They may be givén a
situation--such as the sur¥ival
of their family inabombblast--
and told to keep a journal of
survival.

They may write agroup mys-
tery--an exercise in analyzing
and fitting together parts of 2
story, and in becoming con-
scious of literary style so that
the yarn sounds like the work
of a single author.

.« o

ANTHONY MARRA, the high
school principal, says the value
of the program will become
apparent after a year or more
when the students are tested

Whether this type of teach-
ing can become a permanent
part of the Clarenceville cur-~
riculum, after federal funds
run out, remains to be seen.
it’s expensive, after all, to
give a teacher a class size of
a dozen instead of 25 or more,

This reporter made a test of
his own. One of Dennls Ringle’s
junlor high classes was asked,
in the {nterest of a more
sprightly English, to suggest
alternative names for this pro-
gram of “Exemplary Language
Arts.” Tbey came up with:

«Fantastic Voyage Through
the English Language.”

«Improving Language
Skills.” :

«Lingering Langusge.’}

And especially this one:

«Writing Wonderful Read-
ing.”

S0, you see, there's some
évidence that the students ex-
posed to the program so far
can concoct more audlence-
consclous word combinstions
than ibe educational Jargoatsts
who invented tbe program in
the first place. )

Wall Decor, Bedding, ' Carpeting, Appli-

Come and Share the
Extraordinary Savings
in

FARRIS
- BROS.

Pre-Inventory

SALE
10% to 40% off

FROM OUR ORIGINAL PRICE TAOS

Sofas, Love Seats, Sectionals, 2-Pc. Suites,
Chairs, Recliners, Dining Suites, Bedrooms,
Tables, Lamps, Mirrors, Pictures, Clocks,

ances, Miscellaneous ltems.

. Mostly one of a kind floor samples.
All NEW, from high quality makers.
Tremendous selections but be early.

UP TO 2 YEARS TO PAY

FARRIS BROS. FURNITURE

11500 Middlebelt at Plymouth Rds.
Opposite Wonderland Center

Open TUES. through SAT. 9 10 9




