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By TIM RICHARD

Talk to three suburban con-
gressmen, and you get three
different impressions of the
present U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives--all of them fairly
bad. .

Put all their views together,
and you get the impression
there’s a tug-of-war going on
in Washington between a slender
majority of federally-minded
Lberals and an insurgent group

. that wants to remake--but hot

necessarily to kill--existing
programs.

Politically, the three con-
gressmen span the political
spectrum from the out-and-out
liberal Democrat, William
Ford, to the Ripon-style intel-
lectual Republican, Marvin
Esch, and then to the slightly
more conservative brand of
modern Republican, Jack Mc-
Donald.

In 1967, the first session of

the 90thCongress added few new™

major pleces of legislation, A
new crop of freshmen Repub-
licans--including Esch and Me-
Donatd--strengthened aGQP
minority that sometimes team-
ed up with southernDemocratic
conservatives to give the Lyn-
don Johnson leadership a bad
«time,

“MY GENERAL.impression
18 that the 90th Congress start-
ed with,a dull thud, and got
progressiyely worse.

The spnlnr is Blll Ford,
now ‘in Ms second term, one
of the crop of 90 or so young
liberal Democrats who came
In during the big Johnson vic-
tory of 1964, N

“The liberals were defeated.
Conservatism 1s ‘in.* You can
do what you want as long as
1t looks like economy.

uCongress kept talking like
it was economizing while it
was spending, record amounts,

uCongress ! reacted to what
1t thought was the conservative
attitude,” Ford went on, It got
to the point where “'we had a
real tough time saving some
of these programs”--a ref-
erence to many bills that are
in what ls vaguely described
as the'Great Soclety program.

Ford represents'the 15thDis-
trict, which roughly takes In

. southwestern WayneCounty, In«

cluding the Observerland com-
munities of Garden City, West-
land, and Canton Township.

Ford, Esch, M‘cDonaldl

riticize Congres
ut For Different

WHAT , SHOULD Congress
have done? Ford was asked.

First, it should have passed
wthe safe streets and crime
bill, That's our pumber one
problem. It's ludicrous that
those who shout the loudest
about crime in the streets are
the ones lousiog wp the bl

w'd even go 5O far as to
give moaey:to ralse salaries
of (local) police. We have 19th
century police departments. I
1augh when I see one of these
John Birchérs with a bumper
sticker that says ‘Support Your .
Local Police.’ | ask him If
he wants to sign a petition to |
raise local taxes for the po-
fice.”

Second, Ford thinks Congress
“loused up” the housing and
urban development programs
by not appropriating enough
money. |
Third, hejcites the financtal
ditficulties of local school dis-
tricts, tnsisting that not enough
money was actually authorized
for federal; ald to education
even though It looks on the
surface as if a big blll was
passed. |

e

MARVIN FSCH is one of tour!

ments, and even to privatebus«
iness and agencies, for par-
ticipating partaerships. Doc-
trinaire liberals snort at the
nation.

As Esch dopes 1t out, the 90th

-Congress was plagued by weak

Dermocratic leadership thatwas
unable'to set priorities ln time
of war, -

*As a result, many of our
most pressing issues went u-
met and others received Inade-
quate consideration,” he says.

“The most glaring omissions
include the falure to pass anti-
crime and anti-rlot measures,
the fatlure to consider signi-
ficant and needed changes In
the draft, the fallure-to com-
plete congressional reorgani-
zation, the lack of action on
civil rights, the failure to de-
velop more meaningful job
tralning  and securing pro-
grams, and the failure to act
on bousing problems.’”

© JACK McDONALD %as often
teamed up with other {reshman
Republicans to introduce what
GOP moderates like- to call
“construstive alternatives™ to

Michigan that Gov.
Romney helped carry into of-
fice In thel 1966 GOP come-
back. If Romney is a weak
presidential, candidate .at the
moment, his political philo-
sophy 1s nevertheless beingar-
lculately expressed by Esch:

“The kej question is mot
whether government 1s golng
to become {nvolved, but rather
how it can best develop struc-
tures to utlize fully the vast
resources Df our country to
meet essential needs.

“The old thinking of the
130 g--that | Washington solu-
tions must be found for every
problem--ts on the way out,
and rightfully so, because it's
obviously not workln( in the
YOI

Esch, o? Ann Arbor, rep-
resents the 2nd Congressional
District, which Includes Ply-
mouth City and Township and
the counties rimming the west
side of wayne.

WITH ROMNEY, heboldsthat
the federal government should~
n't look down its nose at every-
one else u Incompetent to aid
in the soluuon of soctal prob-
lems. Rathcr, 1t should look -~
to the smns and local govern-,

and
programs,

McDonald represents(helom
Congressional District, which
includes Redford (his home
base), Livonla and Northville
in Wayne County, and western
Oakland Cownty. His district
office s in the approximate
population center of the dis-
trict, downtown Farmington.

It's  McDonald’s view that
some of the most important
bills Introduced in the 90th
Congress’ first sesslon never
even got committee hearings.

THE REASON, he adds, ai-
most parenthetically, is that
they are Republican-sponsored
bills. Jtems:

+ 1. The Human Investment bill
which would providefor on-the-
Job tralning in private industry.

2,Tax sharing--which would
, send a percentage of federal
income tax revenues to the

. states and local governments
. on the theory that they can best

handle many domestic problems
but lack the revenue resources.
3.Tax credits for air
\nler sollution control equlp—
ment
4, 'rn. Per:y-wénzll housing
bill--which would aid private

GOP Inrzer iszy Tactic:
Soft Sell Hard Work

Suburban are

former C Coaven- ,

' gatting a hefty pat m the back
from GOP workers in Deiroit’s
inner city for their help on the
recent ‘‘Operation Christmas
for Kids,"

Nearly 700 children from the
ages of 3 to 3 got packages of
toys, sweaters and undercloth-
ing collectad by GOP workers
all over the state,

Profect chalrman Aanetts
Evans singled out the Oakland
County Republican Women’s

Organjzation as the best help
1n the state, She added praise
tor GOP ladies 1n Livonia, Red-
ford and Plymouth, «

THE GIFT backages were
distributed to children 1n &
dozen pre-school centers oper-
ated by the Archdiocese of De-
troit in its anti-poverty pro-
gram, Mrs, Evans said,

‘The party workers collected
locally for the
163, which were

parties “was Weldon Yeager,

tion delegate from Redford l.ud
now director of workme:
compensation,

L.

* H
ONE WOMAN, reading of the |
project In thu Dewspapar, ar-
rived with 'a carload of toys
A the rver’s Livooia of-
fice in the late afternoon of
the 21st, | BN

It was too late to get them ;
downtown, so the toys wund‘
up at Congressman Jack Mc- |
Donald’s Farmingtan office m.l
til they could be picked up by
Mrs, Evans’ forces,

Besides individual contribu-
tlnnl Mrs, Evans sald, gifts of |
00ds, Degd or wervices were
recelved from Unton Co-opToy
Co,, Sears, Michigan Bell,
Chry-hr, Ford and Gonorl

otora, “

Mrs, Evlnl sald late and
left-gver gifts would be dis- -
tributed directly to the 12 e~ |
school centers,

. |
MRS, EVANS' OFFKE tatn |
|

th GOP’s Metropolitan Action
C.n{;. at 3533 Woodward, in
the (heart of a predominantly
Negro ares,

The office, beaded by John
Magitila, represents Stata GOP
Chalrman Elly Peterson’s ef-
fort to get Republicans inter-

ested in inner city problems,

1t’s & radical departure from
past practice of a party often
popularly identified with high
incormes,

The Metropolitan ActioaCen-
ter, along with teen and wo-
men’s Republican groups, Was

among the first

home ownership
to public housing),

Note that each
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in me‘per 70s on the con-
servative Index (low 20s among
liberals), although a few recent
votes might give*him a mare
‘liberal rating. He ranks as
a relative conservative among
the freshman Republicans, but
st stands clearly in his
. party’s moderate wing.
oting * The three suburban con-
would gressman, however, have this
rch- in common: Each seems to be
00on aligned with the younger, more
aggressive elements In s
party. They would, If they
could, runCongressdifferently.
You don't hear the echoes of
Speaker John McCormick or
Minority Leader Jerry Ford
when the three subufbanites
talk. :
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EATER -- Lansing city officials are us-
fidh, the gambusia, to feed on mosquito
al ponds. This ycnr it'is trying an‘ex-
I{ling the tiny fish in indoor tanks so that
plamed earlier in the spring and begin
o conttol all the sooner. Just 1,000 of
planted in a quarter-acre or half-acre
nitup'inaday or two.

. public-

affairs

How School Study
Can Help Suburbs

Much impressed so far, State Board of Ed-
ucatlon members are studying a comprehensive
report on the weakness of school nnan'ces in
Michigan,

- Suburban schools could be rreauy affected
by the study's proj s to change the state

- axu formula and thefethod of collebting prop-

ber, James F O™

. "The report was directed by Dr. J. Alan
Thomas of the University of Chicago’s Midwest
Administration Center. The 650-page study is
referred to as *The Thomas K-12 Financial
Study” or, more simply, as the 'Thomas
Report.” It wa€ completed In 15 months with
2 $200,000 legislative appropriation,

State* Board President Edwin L, Novakpre-
dlcted the study may have ‘‘an unparalleled
fmpact o schools’ for years, but added that
the results came too late for use in 1968-69
budget recommendations, They will, however,
have a “‘strong effect on budget making for the
1969-70 school )-ezr," Nuvﬂk sald,

ONE SET OF il!ernalh'e recummendallms,

tax base of many school districts.

el sald, points to the tnequity in the property-£ given period of time on the basisofa reasonable

Neil said, may be on non-public education,
Thomas makes lttle In the way of recom-
. mendations here, ONell sald, but does point to
"the burden that parochial schools are carrylng--
15 per cent of all K-12 students in the state
and a $200 million & year ‘contribution,
“The Thomas report says that last year,

when parochial schools attempted to reduce -

thelr pupll-teacher class loads, the result was |
that, the public school system found itsedf with
20,000 more studehts,”

Thomas further gives great credit o b
work of parochlal schools tn providing find;
integrated elementary education n the \nnu
clity area,

f

.0
THE STUDY TERMED “‘very cosll)"\ll(‘hl-
1gan’s presefit procedures for financing schotl’ N
construction, “Some districts are wonded to
aver 30 per cent of their assessed values,”
Thomas sald, *This frightens andwdrries me.
. Listed as alternatives for reforming lhe
cnrren( construction methods. were:
@A forglveness feature for school dlsmrls
unable to repay their existing hhk‘b{edﬂes<’ wa’

millage,

Thomas suggests that the *all mile
lage® portion of school property taxes be col-
Jected on a statewlde basis, Trather than locally,
in order to equalize educational opportunity.

An alternative suggestion is that property
taxes on industry be collected statewide and
redistributed on a per-pupil basis.

O"Nell said such reforms couldajd suburban
school districts with small tax bases--such &s
Livonia with $12,000-plus state equalized valua-
tion per child, or Farmington with about $10,000.

o oo

ANOTHER THOMAS recommendation that

districts which spend more than minimal or
average amounts of money in lving better qua~
1ity education,

It might work this way,-Suppose that $600
per pupil were considered to be'a standard
operating cost, Then suppose a local district, by
taxing itself, added $50, The state would add
another $50, making the tdtal appropriation
$700 per pupil.

A maximum of $900 per p\)pll is: ivzesied
for the state ‘participation plan. That s, the
state would match local grants until the tutu
appropriation reached $900 per puptl; the local
district could spend more, but it wouldn't get
additional state help,

O'Netl sald Livonia school dls!rlct which
fevies twice as much School operating mllllze

as the 'state averace could particutarly benefit
(rum this progr:
A CO\"X‘I‘(O\ERSML part of the npoﬂ,o’

O7Nell favors Istogive matching grantsto school .

+ institutions.

sAn program for lhe support of
school building ccnslrucuon through which the
state would share In the dent retirement bf
districts which already have constructed their |-
facilities, ¢

o State sharing in the amortization of the cost
of classroom space,

“These plans will work well only If theltl;

are accompanied by an intention to Hmit the,
ratio of debt to assessed valve and the lengtb,
of repayment schedules among school districts,” f |
the report sald, ) L
e
ALSO RECOMMENDED was appointment of
a commission to develop a master plan for
school district organization {n Mictucan. .
#A concerted effort should be made to
reducd the number of school distriets In Mich-
tgan (743 In September) to a point where wduca-
tion can be most efficiently provided lhlourl\oul
the state, the study sllggr.'s!e

FURTHER SUGGLSTIO.\S were that:
® Steps be taken to eliminate a deficit in
teacher retirement funds.
@ Vocational ¢enters be parf of comprehensive
high schools or be shared with post secondary

#Programs of special education be increased,
wEfficiency of school transportation s)su:ms .
be improved, .

@The state board of éducatlon support Il\lJ R

encourage establishment of education p:\rks,
serving public and nonpublic schools,

;

PERSON

to get active in relief work
during July’s ricts tn Detroit,
A number of Observerland
groups were involved in that
work,

The volces answering the
telephons say stmply, ‘Met-
rogolitan Acticn Center,” with-
out using the word ‘Repub-
lican,”

Mrs, Evans sald the staff of
seven social workers andcoun-
selors gets about 100 calls &
day from persans needing help,

Ike Denies Writeoff Of Romney

Former President Dwight
Elsenhower has been reported
to hava writtan off Gov, Gearge
Romney as a possible 1968
presidential candidats, In a
television interview he attemp-
ted to clarity just exactly what
he maant,

" He sald, “1 have not said,
gor do 1 believe, that Gov,

Romney is unfit to be Pres- .

ident, that he has been o too
many sides on too many is-
sues, or that he would panic
in emergency.

© “In & recent interview, 1
did say that though 1 was not
personally too disturbed by his

explosive term bnlnumn‘
because I regarded it as”an
mfortunate expression rather
than  accusation against any-
coe--50 many people hadlnter
preted 1t a5 & definite shift of
the governor’s position on the
Vietnamese War that he
sccording to the polls, lost
much’ uma in the pudblic
mind,

‘T added that it was wlways
possible that the governar might
be able to clarify his position
and mesntng on the war and 50
restore wholly or partially bis
standing in the, public esteem.

1 potnted out that I publicly
never muk o1 of my du:-n

Naturally, 1 would oot do so
| about sy Republican,

“Finally, I emphasized M
Governar Romney bad, tn my
. opinian, taken forceful, logical
and intalligent - positions oo
many vital domastic issues and
could not be written off 35 2
sericos candidate.

“Though [ am not indicating
any preference amag the sev-
aral poasible Republican candi-
dates, T have meotioned half s
dozen, snd remarked that 1
could earnestly support any,
including the governcr, whohas
long been & good friend of mine’
along with the others,*’

.
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