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An  Editorial

The move on the part of the Farmington
Township officials to sponsor a township-only
governmental study rather than to join ? rces
with the city and two villages might be spnart
politics, but it is irresponsible governmght in
light of the needs of the tatal Farmington
community. . N

It also reflects an astourding change in
the philosuphy espoused by the township
baarld slightly more than a month ago.

t's irr ible b
is not an entity in itself. It is a part—an im-
portant part—of the Farmington community.

It's irresponsible because it indi a
reversal on the part of the township officials
from their original agreement to participate
in an arca-wide study. N

. .

| .

IN NOVEMBER, Township Trustee Earl
Opperthauser proposed that consolidation
etitions for the entire 36-square-mile area

pleted before the election. .

Opperthauser asked the four governmen-
tal urlits to ‘‘cooperate on a per capita basis
to pay the cost of hiring a professional firm
to make a detailed and objective study.”

The township board adopted a reso.
lution poing along with Opperthauser's
propasal on Nov. 27, 1967, .

The resolution asserts: X

“The primary purpose of this proposal
being to preserve the status quo of all com-

ities until a devel study can be
made, reports complc!eJ and decisions made

ment of the Farmington area.

“Be it further ressolved, that the Farm-
ington City Council and the Councils of the
Villages of Quakertown and Wood Creek

e filed and a study ‘on the question be com-

on the alternatives for the future develop-.

Farms be urged to consider the same-action *
so that such a study codld in truth and in fact .

Police Win Bargaining Acceptance

For Two Separate Or

WIND SWEPT IIASTE.AND'—— Looking east from
Halsted Rd. on Monday morning, Grand River
looked like anything but a main thoroughfare.

Snow whipped across the roadway at 40 miles
an hour and piled the 11-inch snowfall into huge

drifts.

actually be made ‘without any outside paliti-

cal influence or activity so that conglusions

can be derived by unbiased and objective

determination.” v .
. . .

WHAT HAPPENED? .

Not long ago the township board went on
record as supporting. in principle, an area-
wide study. : .

Last Thursday, however, the township
board heard a proposal madé¢ at its invitation
by Donald M. Oakes, a private consultant
based in Grand Rapids. :

Oakes proposed a study.that would 'as-
sist Farmington Township in studying the
pros and cons of incorporation and consolida-
tion and the impact of them on the people of
the township.™ .

From the acceptance of an area.
wide study to a township-only study in
slightly more than a menth is fast foot-
work .

Unfortunately, the township board has
persisted in casting itself as the "heavy" in
all dealings with the studyicormnmittee.

It was township action which blocked a
proposed study idea in May 1967.

It is township action which has stalled the
implementation of any study idea to date.

. . .

WE HAVE NO quarrel with the previous-
li stated township position of exploring more
than one study idea. X

We do have a quarrel, However, with the
blatant sandbagging of the study committee
and its proposal which took place last Thurs-

- day night. .

The trustees put the MSU representatives
on the defensive about the East Lansing pro-
posal. The board members questioned every
single aspect of the outline: submitted.

After more than an hour of this barrage,
the MSU people were allowed, to relinquish
the floor and Oakes took jover. .

QOakes read a cne‘pa% Jetter, previously
mailed to Township Superkisor Curtis H. Hall
and spent the rest of his time listing his.
many clients thréughout the state.

The trustees listened. politely, asked
a few questions, heard :Oakes express
some doubts ‘about working for anybody
other than the township and then ad-
journed the three-hour meeting. .

One had the impression that the presen-'
tation was a mere formality.

. D .

SUCH ACTION on the part of the town-
ship officials is dangerous."

The township is the largest of the four
governmental units which. make up the com-
munity. :

1f the township officials continue down
the road toward an independent ‘study, the
people of Farmington (city, villages and -
township) will suffer from the short-sighted-
ness of this policy.

We think that the people of the township

»and all of Farmington deserve better treat.
ment.

TlerIs- Spydy Agencies Contrast

Promoted
To Coach

Richard Tyler, 32, who held
the head football coaching job
at Farmiogton High School as
an interim assignment in 1965,
was returped to the position on
a permanent basis this week
as successor to Robert S, (Bob)
Mistele,

Principal James Geiger, In
announcing the personnel swiich
said Mistels, 46, had requestsd
that he be relieved ofhis coach-
ing assignments in football and
basaball.

Tyler will succeed hm in
both head coaching rotes.

)

MISTELE Joined the FHS staff
In 1968 o8 assistnat grid mentor
and head baseball tutor, It was
announced that although is
dropplng coaching duties e will
contine on the ‘faculty as an
instructor in social studles,

1n the two seasons he directed
the Falconeleven, 1966 and 1967
Mistele's teams complled &
record of saven victories, 10
defeats and one tle. His team
was 63 in 1966 and dropped
to 1-7-1 mark last fall,

R

TYLER WAS a star athlete
in his own prep days at Farm-
ington High Schoot, gradusting
in 1953,

He joloed the faculty In 1957
{mmedlately after graduation
from Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, being hired to serve
both a5 a soctal studies teacher
and assistant coach,

Academiclan or pragmatist?

In briet, if a comprehensive
study 1s made of Farmingtan
area governmental slterna-
tives, will # be by & class-
room-criented agency of by ane
born of munleipal firing line
experience?

Michigan State University’s
Tastitute for Community Devel-
opment Services has ofered to
conduct such an analysis as an
educational re.:arch project
beaded by Special Consultant
Kenneth Verburg,

Although Verburg now is st~
tached to the State Department
of Education, he formerly serv-

ed the Instifute as a coordin-" -

ator and in 1960 authored a
treatise entitled A Study of
the Legal Powers of Michigan
Local Governments.'”

This recently has been up-
dated Inlight of changes wrought
by Michigan’s new constitution,

KENNETH VERBURG
Academician

—The Farmington Enterprise & Observer

- [f It Is News, -
Then We Have It

Continuin,
age during th)

its expanded news cover-
blackout caused by the

strike of Metrdpolitan Detroit dailies, the

Observer Ne

pers offer choice items

for the pleasure of all readers.
Roundup of national news, Page 2A.
Livonia Police nab 13 in narcotics raid,

Page 3A.
Three in

Observerland die of heart

attacks from shoveling heavy snow, Page

" State and local news roundup, Page 3A.
Wayne County Ponders major rubbish

campaign, Page 8C

DONALD M. OAKES
Pragmatist

Alding Verburg In the 3s-
similation of information from
the Farmington community's
four governments would be
cther MSU political sclence ex-~
perts and research specialists,

The Institute’s proposal has
been recommended at 2 fee of
$5,000 by the Future Farmig-
ton Area Study C:

sup-

in the question of whether the
Study Committee could meet
MSU’s fee without township fi-
nancing, and whether the city
and, villages would glve such &
split analysis thelr blessing.

Since Oakes has been in bus-
iness for himself he says he
has handled specis] study as-
signments, most of them fi-
nancial, for more than 100
Michigan communities, Some
were finsnced by governments
themselves, some by Chambers
of Commerce and other outs!de

The City of Farmington po-
lice officers have grouped
themselves Into two separate
organizations for bargalning
with the city.

The City Council Monday of-
ficlally recognized the Farm-
ington Public Safety Officers
A

ganizations -

struction of apartments on

Farmington Rd. north of Maple
Nut.

" Construction of a combined
motel, apartments and neigh-
borhood shopping center to be
constructed on Grand River just
west of the new Chatham Hills

and the
of the Public Safety Depart-
ment as two bargaining agents
for the officers and supervision
{n the department.

A total of 15 officers and
sergeants is included in the
groups. Not included are the
department’s cadels, its fe-
male ' clerks aor Director of
Public Safety Robert F, Dead-
man. :

e

CITY MANAGER John Dinan
told the council that the city
administration  would  begin
meeting with these organiza-
tlons along with the union rep-
resenting the Department of
Public Works employees durlng
the week.

“This will provide ample
time to review thé employee's
and the city's positions before
the budget is submitted to the
council,” Dinan observed. .

In his report to the council,
Dinan asserted: “We believe
that it Is a heaithy situation
for management and personnel
to sit down and discuss econo-
mics, working conditions and
other related matters so that
both positigns can be discussed
and understood prior to the
development of any recommen-
dations for the new fiscal year
budget.

. 0
IN OTHER ACTION the Coun-
cil  scheduled two public

hearings for 8 p.m. Monday,
Feb, 5, on rezohlng matters.
Both of the questicas had been
recommended to the cefincll
by the City Planning Commis-
sion. The specific proposals:

Rezoning to allow the con-

Charges:

Set For :
Tap-Ins -

Tap in fees were established,
by the Farmington City Coun=
cil Monday night for thosé:
people tapping into the Oakland:
County Sewer-and Water fa
cilitles. . E

This action affects the resi="
dents of the portion of the city |
that was annexed {n 1966.

Last week the city and town=
ship jointly agreed upon a con=
tract with the Oakland Counly
Department of -Public Works
for the payment of the facl-
lities in the area. N

Residents of the area from
the west line of the Wood-
croft Subdivision to Halstead
and from Grand River south
to the city lmits would be
required to pay a water con-
nection charge of $100 for each
unit,  °

Under the terms of the or-
dinance an apartment building
would have to pay a $100 tap
in charge for each apartment
unit In this area.

‘The residents of the area

bounded by Drake id,, Hal-
stead, Grand River and the
southern -eity limifs will be

required to pay $200 for a tap
In to the sewer system and$100
for water.

Courage To Help Others Is
Hailed At Prayer Brebkfast

Farmington’s first Commun~
ity Leadership Prayer Break-
fast this week heardeach man’s
courage to belp another, called

ported by the city snd two vil-
Iages, but.it hasn’t gotten off
the gromnd because of a lack
of township endorsement,

« e

THIS IS where Donald M,
Oakes, head of a Grand Rap-
1ds public management consult-
ing firm, eoters the picture,

Oakes 1s as much a prac-
tical voice as Verburg is a
scholar,

Before he hung out his shingle
as a consultant eight yearsago,
Oakes had served as city man-
ager of three different Mich-
igan cittes & total of 17 years.

However, where MSU has
geared its proposal to a study
of sil of Farmington, Oakes
has made his bid to the town-
ship alcne,

« v

THE BUG in that prospect

the answer
munity % city of God."”

Gearge E, Gullen, Jr., vice-
president for university rela-
tions of Wayne State University
and the president of the na-
tinal coumncll of YMCA's sd-
dressed more than 50 leaders
of Farmington &rea govern-
mental, ¢ivic and business af-
fairs Monday morning in Him-
‘melspach restaurant,

. Parae

HIS THEME was ‘Revel-
ance In A Time of Revolution,"
and he declared:

“In God's scheme of things,
when we are attuned
to God's concept,then life is

good,

Byt although God called life
good, He mever promised it
would be easy.

Sidewalks, Snow Tepics

The subject of sidewalks and
enforcement of the city ordi~
pance requiring the cleaning
of snow came under consider-
abl discussion at Monday
night’s meeting of the Farm-

ington Clty Council,

What prompted the discus-
sion was & story in the Jan,
10 edition of The Enterprise
& Observer discussing the lack
of enforcement of the city or-

" dinance.

« e
THE COUNCILMEN propos-~

«od that City Manager John Din- -

an prepare a budget oo just
how much It would cost the

city to clean any walks which
were oot shoveled. !

This cost would then be
passed oo to the property own-

‘er as the 'ordinance pravides

for this city actlon if & walk
is pot cleaned within 24 bours.

Dinan told the, council that
private contractors did work
in the city to clear the snow
in the past, but the interest in
the service was 80 slight that
the contractor discontinued the
work.

termed the ordinance as “coe
that can’t be enforced”

Councllman Howard Thayer

Roundup of news from around the
- world, Page 13C. .
Senators Hart and Griffin vote alike
on most issues, Page 13C. X
Highlights of Gov. Romney’s state of
Michigan address, Page 15C.
Packers still best in professional foot-
e 2B.
bé“'CSu:gcil of Governments does little in
General Assembly meeting, Page 8C.
Editorials on Page 14C.
Area obituaries, Page 7B.
What's doing in the world of women,
13C.
Pagf\sclivities of Observerland churches,
Pages 4-5C. -
‘Week-long television programs, Page

4F. - .
Crossword puzzle, Page 4F.

N

PRAYER BREAKFAST LEADERS - Laymen who
had principal roles in Farmington’s first Com-
munity Leadership Prayer Breakfast included,
from left, President William E. Brown of Wood
Creek Farms; President F. J. Orians of Quaker-

. I
is the city that will live*

Referring to riots and burn-
ings in American cities, Gul-
len said, “One of the first
frulis of the scriptures is guts.
The Negro has found his tangue,
and 1’ sbout time,

“We need to face today's
problems  realistically, with
courage, with guis, History is
full of the burning snd sack-,
ing of cities and there will be
more, But If ciiles are to be
successful experiments in lfv-
ing, it's up to the indivicuals
to find the courage to let others
have opportunity for success,

A1l of Nistory suggests that
the answer lies in each man's
activity to helping somecme
else--help 1n education, help in

" housing, help In providing an

opportunity for financisl ss-
sistance, of belp in finding dig~
nlty.”

. e
THE BREAKFAST was spon-

effort to bring to our com-
munity an opportunity to discuss
and discover coftectively the
foundation stones.of our na-
ton's life,*

R was modeled dfter, a sim-
flar affair held annually since
1952 tn Washington, D,C., and
athers which have been staged
in numerous American citios
since then, ’

The program was conducted
entirely by laymen,

Mayor Wilbur V. Brotherton
delivered the opening prayer,
and President F.J, Orians of
Quakertown read & passige
from the Old Testament,

A" New Testament reading
was given by Township Trustee
Ear] C, Opperthiuser, with the
closing prayer baing affered by
President Willlam E. Brown
of Woodcreek Farms,

Chafrman was Dr, John K,
Richardson of the Jaycees, and
vice.president Art Hill of the
Jaycees deltvered the welcom.
ing comments.

'

town; Vice-president:George E. Guilen, Jr., of’
National Council of YMCA; Trustee Earl C. Opper-

thauser of Farmington Township; Mayor Wilbur
V. Brotherton of the city; and Dr. John H. Richard-

son, chaiman of the event.




